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June 6, 1968

Ordination of Karen Novices in Village of Bi:n Pa: Ma:k:

Yesterday, I went with the CKA and several Karens from B, Pd: Mi:k
to that village where three Karen boys were to be ordained as novices.
We went in the afternoon, arriving at B. Pa: Ma:k about 3:30.
This is the first time that Karens in this village have been ordained
as novices. B. Pa: Md:k is a suburb village of B. M&: Ha:n, but, the
ceremonies were not held in Wat M&: Ha:n, but in the sd:la: which is on
the hill below the Bi:n Pd: Mi:k Ce:di: (thd:t). At this sd:la:, the Shan
monk whom I met at B. M&: Td:p (and whose name is Phrd sd:i = )
has been living for over a year. He has living with him one novice from
B. Pa: Ma:k who was ordained at Mg&: Td:p.
The three boys who were to be ordained all have Thai as well as
Karen names, the former having been given to them in school.
1) Adun Wanndphd:n ( (‘)@\as :ﬁ‘:mo:\@-i) ) = Tadus ( %'\‘i/@b -
23 years old and graduate of P4 at M&: Ha:n school.
2) Danion Thawi:phosn (0133 ‘V\%"N% ) - D3"& "hes (,AN%A% T ) -
13 years old and graduate of P4 at Mg&: Ha:n.
3) Ma:nép caidi: ( VWA qﬂ%\' ) = koé:nad phos (fﬁw%%w%) ) -
12 years old - completed P3 at Mg: Ha:n school - received permission
of his teacher to leave school to become novice.
Although this is the first ordination to take place in B. Pa: Ma:k,
these three are not the first from the village to be ordained as novicese.
One villager was ordained with four from B, Pi: Matk in Chiang Mai at
wat Ph~ sin and another was ordained at M&: To:p. This latter, who is
now living at the sd:la:, had passed on Pl at M&: Ha:n school - this

explains why I had such difficulty in talking with him at M&: To:p.
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June 6, 1968 2

When we arrived in the village, we were first met by villagers who
came carrying containers of popped rice and flowers. These were presented
to the CKA by people on their knees. He referred to them as khan nimon.
From, each he would take a handful of rice and sprinkle it - preferably
on the li:k:k€&:o who came out to greet the CKA as well. People also
sprinkled popped rice on the CKA himself.

The procession wound through the village and up the hill to the sa:la:.

Here, the li:k k&:o were brought (they were riding on the shoulders of
various people) to kho:su:ma: (%@%&1 ) from the CKA. This short
ceremony involved the novices bowing before the CKA and then the CKA
chanting something.
Then the procession sans the CKA (but with me in tow) went up and

circled the thd:t (in the wrong direction - going to the right instead
of to the left) and then returned back down to the village where it
continued to go to every house where the novices had their wrists tied by
heads of household. The procession included an orchestra of one long drum,
a pair of cymbals, and a gong.

In the houses, the 1lh:k k&:o would seat themselves below the hip phra’.

I am not sure whether they prostrated beforehand as I always entered the
house afterwards, but I suspect they did. (I was rather surprised to find
every house I went to having a higphrd’ with a Burmese-style Buddha image -
not all Northern Thai houses have images. There was an explanation -

see below.)

The head of household would then come out with a khan containing

popped rice, three baht in coin, three pieces of string and sometimes

flowers. The person with the khan would sometimes prostrate himself in
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front of the 1i:k k&:o and sometimes not. Then he (or she) would take

a handful of rice and B 1 and place it in the upturned palm of each

14:K késo (beginning with the eldest). This could be either hand. Then
he (or she) would tie the string (the eldest novice used the Northern

Thai expressions métmq and hd:y khuan to refer to this ceremony). Some

people would brush the string on top of the wrist first and sometimes mumble
something (I could never hear what language), but most just tied it; all
wrapped the string around several times. Some people would break off the
remaining long bit and toss it onto the shoulder of the ld:k k&:o. This
ended, the lutk k&:o would place the rice and c€oin in a phan in front of

them. This phan was carried from house to house by an older man who

collected the money after each house. The person doing the tying would tie
a wrist of each of the 1tk k&:o. Some would then prostrate themselves
three times. This ended the ceremony, but in nearly every house, a bottle
of liquor was brought out (sometimes home brew, sometimes "salwin")
and a cup was passed from person to person (except for members of the
household, in which the ceremony was held, no women seemed to be present
in the procession). Once the liquor was finished, the procession would
move on to a new house. But before leaving, the li:k k&:o would bow
three times before the household shrine.

At dusk, the procession returned to the sd:la: and the guests were
fed. (I didn't see what happened to the 1ld:k k&:o at this time, but they

said they would be sleeping at the sa:la: or thd:t). One man sang a so:

connected with the Buddha and thi:t.
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This morning, events connected with the ceremony started with the
bringing of food and offerings topresent to (1) the monks, (2) the
Buddha images in the sd:la:, (3) a 'spirit' shrine outside the sa:la:,

and (4) the thd:t. Not everyone made offerings to all four but a good

proportion made offerings to the first three.

People would bring food to present to the monks in pinto and on

metal trays. These were taken, sometimes after the donor wai-ed and sometimes
before, and the food placed in containers possessed by the sa:la: (at
least temporarily). The emptied 25232 and trays were then given back to
the donors who returned below.

Those who made offerings to the Buddha and the 'spirit' shrine (and,
I think, the EEéiE) usually did so before presenting food to the monks.
These offerings included candles and small leaf containers of food. In
front of the altar of Buddha images had been placed a stand for candles
on which both food and candles were placed.

When the food had all been brought in - at sometime after 7:00 A.M.,
the monks, then the novices and the guests ate breakfast. Afterwards,
there was about two hours delay, during which guests from other villages

arrived, and preparations of the la:k k€:0 and procession took place.

(It was during this time that I interviewed people about local history.)
About 9:00 A.M. the (khonmyay) monk from WAt Mg: Ha:n arrived. He took
his place between the CKA and Phrd’ Sa:i. Then the procession arrived and

went directly to the thé:t where it began processing around it to the right.

The CKA sent word that the movement should be to the left. The procession

circled more than three times while its members sang Karen so: connected
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with worshipping the EEéiE' For this procession one bicycle had been
brought up for the eldest novice-tosbe to ride. (The fact that it has
been raining constantly for the last few days made movements up and down
the hill somewhat difficult).

After processing around the thd:t, the procession moved down to the
sd:la: which the novices and a large group of males (adolescent and

older)entered. No females or children entered the sa:la: at this time

although they had done so at other times while we were there.

The first thing that happened was that the novices-to-be removed
their 'decorations' (jewelry, fancy clothing, cosmetics) leaving them
dressed in basic (albeit dirty) white. This done the three took their
places in front of the CKA and the two other monks.

Then they turned around and received their robes from their sponsors.

They chanted something and presented their robes to the CKA,

The CKA gave a talk (one of his usual long-winded variety) to the
novices-to-be., In this talk, which was basically in fancy Northern Thai
with an occasional word of Karen, he explained the meaning of being a
novice and then launched into (what has now become familiar to me) a
short description of the history and meaning of Buddhism. (This speech was
obviously directed towards the villagers whom he considers to know little
about Buddhism. However, despite the fact that they said afterwards, in

response to his questions, that they would understand his Northern Thai,
it was obvious that he had lost most of his audience during the talk.)

This was followed by the formal presentation of robes to the novices

(CKA placing one garment over the heads of each one). They then changed
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into the robes in an inner room and returned to receive the precepts (10)
from the monk from M&: Hain. During this they received some prompting
from the resident monk.

This was followed by formal initiation (statement and response)
given by CKA. This finished, the novices took their places on the raised
platform,

Then there was the hdiphon/truat nd:m in which each of the monks

and new novices were given water to pour. Each of the three monks gave
separate blessings.

This ended the formal ceremony, after which monks, novices, and guests
were given their noon meal. Shortly thereafter we all departed.

It is worthwhile noting that the Karen have taken over the word
li:k k&:o to use in Karen to refer to the novitiates-to-be.

-~

Bi:n Pa: Ma:k and Bi:n Mé: Ha:n:

During my stay in the village, I asked about the characteristics of
B. Pa: Ma:k and its neighbouring, superior village, of B. M&: Ha:n. The
two villages, along with a third much smaller village, B. M&: Cd:k (? sp.)
are included within the single administrative village of musthi:4
( “‘*";}f\;\ & ) Each has its Karen name as well,

B. M8: Ha:n has, according to its headman, 80+ households (probably
closer to 90). Its Karen name is Suho:kla:.

B. Pa: Ma:k according to several informants has 40+ households.

Its Karen name is Sipo:khlo:.
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Finally, B. M&:Cd:k has, according to the headman of M&: Ha:n, 7
households. Its Karen name is Mg:&o:kla:.

One villager says that there are over 40 elephants in B, Pa: Ma:k.

The che:di:, according to an inscription,was built in 2504 and the

sd:la: in 2508, However, both from the evidence of brick remains and

villagers' stories, there must have been some edifice at the che:di:
before this time.

One man I talked to is from M8: T3:p (several men from Mg: have
moved into this village at marriage). He said that his father is dead

and his mother has embraced Christianity.

Buddhism and B. Pa: Ma:k:

I talked at some length to Phrd’ Si:i this morning about himself and
about his relation to B. Pa: Ma:k.

According to the CKA, Phrd’ Sd:i is not a Thi’doy (? sp.) monk ,
although he has lived at the Chiandao (Yet, I thought I heagd
the CKA refer to him as a thﬁ’don monk in his talk to the novices).

He is a Chiangtuy Shan and has, according to the CKA, lived in Thailand
21 years.

He himself says he has lived here in B. Pd: Ma:k more than a year.

He has made the considerable number of Buddha images in the sa:la: -
out of cement. These include Burmese, Shan, and Thai style images (the
biggest one struck both me and the CKA as a selfportrait). His work in this
regard explains why there are so many images in village houses (Every house
I was in had a hiy phrd’ which contained a Burmese-style image, the usual

long leaves, and usually a Northern Thai style yan). Last year, according

to the CKA, a ceremony was held dedicating the variety of images made by
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this monk, after which they were distributed, by lottery, to people in the
village.

I asked him about food. He says that people bring food every morning.
Sometimes, he does send the novice to collect alms.

He says that he is invited by people for ceremonies associated with
entering a new house and weddings.

I asked him about the novices. He says that the older one will stay
in only for 15 - 20 days because his relatives need his help in the fields.
The other two will remain indefinitely. I asked what the previous novice
and the new novices will do. He said he will teach them to read (he said
Karens who have passed P.4 still cannot read well) and to EEEE' I asked

if he would teach them to suat in Burmese or Thai style. He said that he

will teach Thai style because they live in Thailand (Gﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁhwﬂivpﬁﬂ ﬁ%@?@éx
293l i long ).

In addition to influencing people in the village as to the adoption
of house shrines, the influence of this monk on the general lay populace is
undoubtedly a major factor in why the people know how to act in the
sd:la:z, in front of monks, and in front of the thd:t.

The CKA is obviously developing a reputation among hill people as

a Khutba: interested in them.

Local Karen History:

With the CKA's help, I interviewed K&: Wong, the headman of B. ME: Ha:n
(aged 66), and an old man, Luke: (aged 75) resident of B. Pd: Mazk since

aged 20, but born in Mg: Ha:n. They answered my questions about local

Karen history.
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The Headman says former (Khonmyan) name of Mé: Ha:n was B, Hi:n luapy
or B. luay. He doesn't know when it was founded, but said that it was
at the same time as Mae Sariang. He said that there is an old wat,
called wat hany (hag - Thai rag - ' ' ?2), remains of which can still
be seen in the bricks at the confluence of the Mg: H3a:n and M&: Cd:k streams.
Thinks it may be La’.

The Old man says that his parents were born in M&: Ha:n, but that he
doesn't know where grandparents were born since they died when he was very
young.

The two informants gave me information which is relevant to reconstructing
the ethnohistory of the valley of the Yuam above Mae Sariang.

Mé: Hi:n, together with its satelite villages, is the oldest Karen
village in the area (K&: Wong)e (Incidently Phekho: or Bi:n Ph&’ is the
only village in Musthi: 3).

Luke: said that when he was a small boy there were no khonmyay living
north of Sophd:n and Thé:khd:m.

The two main informants plus several other people said that B. Mg:Td:p
(today a Khonmyay village) was founded by Taungsu, the rnames: of some of
whom were kyo:n Ti, Two:k woy, and C1’td’. There are still descendants of
these people living in the village.

About 30-40 years ago, Khonmyan went to live in M&:Td:p. The Taungsu
built the wat at M&: Td:p.

Bi:n Thd:phd:plm, a Shan village, had Shan living in it when Luke:
was young. Today, there are a few Khonmyapn living in that village, but

it is still mainly Shan.
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I asked if any ya:nde:n had ever come to live in this area. Both
Ké: Wong and Luke: answered thatnone ever came to live here, but they did
come to raid (§N%k§%bﬂ\@@3 ) and some brought children
(Yasnpde:n children) to sell. Some were bought and their descendants still
live in the Karen villages. I asked what the Sgaw word for Ya:pde:p was
and the answer was something that sounds like B'ghe.

The widt in M&: Ha:n was built in C.S. 1297 (A.D. 1935). It was built
by K&: Wong's uncle.

Both K&¢: Wong and Luke: had worked for Bombay-Burmah along with many
other Karen. I asked if the Englishmen who worked for the company could
speak Karen. No, they spoke Burmese.

I asked about the tribute system under the old regime. The Karens
paid tribute to both the King/Prince of Chiang Mai and the ruler of
Myay Yuam (they didn't send tribute through Léa’).

1) To the prince of Chiang Mai, cotton thread and Karen clothes

were sent. Representatives of the prince came annually to ceollect
it. (Both male and female clothes were sent).

2) Paddy rice (‘éﬁ&gﬁ@ﬁ ) was sent to the ruler of Myay Yuam.

The rice 'tax' was calculated by representatives of the ruler

~ \
(called khwé:n =  ({f\W )e The unit of measurement was
’./
the tap (2 = 4\3 ) which is about 1 1/2 times today's

thany (20 litres). Depending on the size of one's fields, one had
to pay an annual tax of between 1 and 4 tan. This tax was

- S
collected by the headmen ( bb?*ﬂ\Wh - Ke:ba:n) and sent via

2
his assistants (ld:k ba:n - %TWJY% ) to the ruler of Myayp Yuam.
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The ruler of Myay Yuam who came to mind when I asked was one Khwé:npia
»

vooar . %

( Lh@ﬂ%@b&ﬂﬁ ) who is the same as Tha:o Sa:m A:qs ( 413 VNN
o
(The CKA could remember the names of two rulers of Myay Yuam -wqgg@\ﬁé
- Phrdya: S3li: and Thd:o Sa:m A:p and one assistant ruler - Thd:o
Y ° 5

Chaiyawong - wwvfiuﬁﬁBﬁﬁ )e

When Luke: was 10+ years he saw the men who came to assess the rice

taxes.

Mae Sariang History:

In the context of discussing local history, I asked the CKA about
Sapguan's story that (4o FA: Ko:la:n was originally from Mae Sariang. He
said that he t@ought the story was true and the Ko:la:n was a Khonmyarg
not a Shan ( LO¥> )e He said that in Myay M3:hmai they use Yuan
script [this is supported by the existence of two manuscripts in Yuan
script - written in Chiang Mai - which were found in M3:hmai and which

came to Donna Markham. One of these manuscripts is now in my possession.]

Talk with Benny:

This evening Benny came over to talk because he is worried that Pete's
efforts on behalf of upland people might alienate local officials and
have repercussions affecting himself. The specific incident that stimulated
this fear was the upset of the Thai doctor about Pete's reporting of Cholera
(I don't know the full story).

Benny also talked about the recent 'school incident' (see above talk
with Bob Coats on June 3, 1968).

When it first occurred, Benny was quite distressed and wrote Pete that

such things should be '"nipped in the bud" because of their possible future

de
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Relic Bathing and Bd:k Fai (B5:py Fai Ceremonies:

4
=

Today preparations are underway for 'relic bathing' (F{33% 1 NTY

- sOn nd:m phrd” thd:t) and bd:k fai (‘U@gﬂﬂA ) [the equivalent of
’ 'D\ “\\_\N & ’, v
bd:y fai, 933 , in the N.E.] ceremonies at WAt S&:n Tho:q

and Wat Tha:khd:m. Although, many wdts have 'relic bathing' ceremonies,
only these two wats have bo:k fai ceremonies. According to the (8o Khénd’
Ampha:, both of these wats have the bd:k fai ceremony on the same day
each year.

Today, I received an invitation to the ceremony at Wit S&:n Tho:x.

As translated, it goes as follows:

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Festival of Bathing Phrd Phét and Phrd SE:n Tho:y [two
Buddha Images] [at] WAt S&:n Th3:n Amphe:
Mae Sariang , Cangwdt, Mae Hgng sgn

9 - 10 June, 2511 [1968]

As it has again reached the time to hold ancient and popular festival
of ritually bathing [the two Buddha images of | Phrd Phét and Phrd Sé:n Tho:ny
at WAt S&:n Tho:y, the wat has arranged the following events for this
year's festival:

Sunday, 9 June 2511 [1968] (14th day of the waxing of the moon [9th

lunar month Northern reckoning]):

9:00 R.M. Procession of the faithful taking Phra Phét through the town

and returning to WAt S&:n Tho:xy.

7:00 P.M. Nine monks will chant phrdphitthadmon. When this is over,

there will be a movie.
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10 June, 2511 [1968] (15th day of the waxing of the moon):

7:00 A.M.

9:00 A.M.

11:00 A.M.

12:00 Noon

2:00 P.M.

7:00 P.M.

8:00 P.M.

10:00 P.M.

Therefore,

Making merit through filling of the monks' alms bowls.

The faithful of this and other wats will bring bo:k Fai

in procession to present at this wat.

Presentation of the mid-day meal to approximately 100
monks and novices,

Ritual bathing of the Phrd Phét and Phrd S&:n Tho:n.
Procession of faithful and wdt leaders taking therb3:k fai
from the EéE to the place where they will be lit as

Buddha worship (qgﬂ€i£§1 ) and in competition for
prizes.

Procession of faithful and wdt leaders taking bd:k fai do:k

to WAt S&:n Tho:y to be lit as Buddha worship and in
competition for prizes (then the winner of the bo:k fai
contest will be announced) together with distribution of
prizes.,

Phatthaphisé:k sermon.

Two sets of chanting and a movie.

all you Buddhists are invited to go to make merit by bathing

the Phrd Phét and Phrd S&:n according to the schedule of events given here.

[Signed] Festival Committee and WAt SE:n Tho:p Committee

Sponsors

Approval given by

Phrd Khru: Sa:tsandkiat

(40 Khdnd  Amphs: Mae Sariang




.
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June 10, 1968

Relic Bathing and Bo:k Fai Ceremonies (Cont'd):

I didn't attend any of the events connected with the ceremonies at
Wit SE:n Tho:y, but I did go with the CKA today to attend similar ceremonies
at WAt Thd: Khd:m. Last night at this wit, a performance was held
as part of the entertainment. )

Today, we arrived sometime shortly after 10:00, Nothing much happened
until about 11:30 when the monks were fed. People were milling around
in the wat courtyard where there were small stalls and where the apparatus
for the bathing was also set up. During the time we were waiting and
during the ceremony itself, processions bringing the botk fai arrived. These
processions consisted primarily of young men, usually quite drunk and some
of them in ragged costume (but nothing of the obscene costuming that
occurs in the N.E.). There was a percussion orchestra which joined these
processionse.

During the time that we were waiting, the CKA helped me interview some
old men with regard to local history (see below).

There is one main building in this wdt. Its interior is interesting
because there are three tiers of flooring:

!

tAltar' or 'Sacred!' Area

Area II
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I noticed when I first arrived that only men were seated on the raised
area marked "area I"., I asked an old man if women were allowed to sit
here, and he answered no. This symbolic division of the interior, the
CKA says, is in Burmese style even though this is a khonmyap village.
Later, I noticed women sitting on the very edges of Area I.

As people arrived, they would usually deposit khryanp bu:cha: in a

container near the 'bathing' apparatus in the courtyard, although some
brought items into the building to be placed by men (or selves if men)
in containers near the relic on the 'sacred' area., People also brought

containers (often silver khan) of ndmm sdmp3:i, small amounts of which

were poured into buckets which were later moved to stage center where

they were used by the clergy. People all retained nd:m sdmp3:i in their

containers to use for themselves. Some men also went up and lit candles and
placed them on in either side of a fenced area in the 'sacred’
area where the relic was placed.

The monks were given food a little after 11:00. They were not fed
in front of everyone, but at a low table to one side (the right) of the
altar, Novices were also fed, in another place. There was not, however,
a general feeding of the guests, |

After the presentation of food was over, the monks seated themselves
in front of the altar, but leaving a gap so that the container with the
relic showed there were 6 monks. About 20 novices sat behind the monks
and to the right of the 'sacred' area. An asca:B:took his place in front

of the monks and relic.
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The a:ca:n first led the congregation in the wdiphrd® and request
for precepts. This was followed by the CKA giving the precepts. The
asca:n then gave a long 'chant' followed by the monks chanting while facing
the relic. The CKA then gave an extemporaneous and informal talk on the
meaning of the relic (I really couldn't understand the talk because there
was too much noise going on outside -~ orchestra playing and dancing. By
the bd:kfai). This was followed by a chant by the monks.

Then the asca:n led the people in preparing to bathe the relic by

dedicating their containers of né:m sdmp3d:i which people lifted in a wéi

position.

The relic was then removed by the CKA and placed in the 'bathing
container'. Each of the monks and novices then bathed it. It was then
taken out and placed in the bathing apparatus outside. It was carried by
one layman, while another layman carried an umbrella over it. There was
a large crowd of people who came to bathe the relic. The ‘run-off' was
collected by people to damhia one another, to drink, or take home (for
others at home ?). When everyone had bathed it, the relic was returned
to t~e wat, again with the two laymen carrying it and protecting it with
an umbrella. It was taken out of the bathing container by the CKA, and

after allowing people to examine it, it was placed back in its original
container. This was the end of the bathing ceremony.

People drifted off after the bathing ceremony to an area on the main
highway where the bd:kfai were set off. Each of the 16 or so b3:kfai

according to the care of lighting, the heighth they reached,
the sound they made (each were fitted out with bamboo pipes which 'played’

as the moved through the air), the , etce This contest
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of bdskfai brought to Wit Thi:Khd:m was held almost simultaneously, but on
another part of the road, with the contest of bd:kfai from Wit S&é:n Tho:x.

There was no ceremony connected with the setting-off of b3:kfai.

Karens at Ceremony:

The CKA had said before we arrived that their would probably be a
large number of Karen at WAt Tha:Khd:m, but not at Wat S&:n Tho:y. There
were actually very few Karen, at least conspicuously present. However,
among those who did come and who joined in bathing the relic was the

headman and his wife from B. Phé. The CKA says that they came every year.

Nature of Relics in Mae Sariang:

The CKA lent me a book concerning relics (W%m%‘v\\’ﬂ 5"3'\ [Tamra:

Phrd’ Thist],wWYowHs © Y‘S‘S@m%m&%ﬁm . 2445 [Bangkok: Ka:nsu:tsdna: Press,
1952]). He said that the name of the relic in Wit Kittfwongis Phrd® Borom
Sa:risrfkthi:t (wm:»a'%%n%e} Yo [ ws® - bdrom -
according to McFarland (p. 468) means 'highest, ... most excellent' an

da
q,rﬁgys"\q% - borom(md) thd:t means 'most precious 1, 350

sasrisrik - (McFarland, p. 859) means 'corporal; bodily; physical' and

ﬁ%‘%nﬁ"\w& - sd:risrfk thd:t means 'relics of the Buddha'.] In the
book lent by the CKA (op cit, pp. 4-5) it says that this relic "sometimes
has the characteristics of a broken bean (or pea), sometimes of broken husk
rice, and sometimes of cabbage seeds. Its complexion is [either] the color
of pure gold, of quartz, of pearls, or of flowers. Those of

pure gold color are sometimes with perforations."”
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Trip to the Salwin:

Despite our earlier fears today (see above) I did begin the trip with
the CKA to the Salwin in search of some ancient manuscripts. Our party, as
we started out from Mae Sariang included the CKA, Tu: ni” Mde Hgng Sqn,
a sort of lackey for the CKA, the CKA's father (a man of over 60),
Police Sgt. Si:nuan, a man by the name of Saguan who is garden farmer
and a representative of the Yonok newspaper whom the CKA invited to come along
because he is a fairly good cook. We were driven from Mae Sariang to
B. M&: T3:p Nya in the Tribal Welfare Center jeep which the CKA had commandered
(it had come down yesterday to bring the remaining Thammacarik monks, 9
to Mae Sariang). The car also carried Khru: Ke:so;n, the teacher at B, M&: T3:p
Nya school.

In B. M&: T5:p we stopped to pick up one of the Karen novices who had
been ordained at B, Pa: Matk on June 6, 1968 and another Karen boy, an
ex-novice, also from B. Pa: Ma:k. The first whose Thai name is Adun Wannaphd:Q
and Karen name is Tadu:, is the eldest of the novices. He plans to leave the
novicehood as soon as we return from the trip. The other boy whose Thai
name is Chum Wirdi: and Karen name is Se:mo:, had spent a lenten period in
wit Kittlwong after being ordained in W&t Phrd: Siy Chiang Mai. He considers
himself a li:ksit of the CKA.

When we arrived at B. M8:T5:p Nya (whose Karen name is something like
M&:T5:klo:), we discovered that the elephants which were supposed to meet
us had not arrived. For a while, it seemed as though we wouldn't be going,
but the CKA persuaded some villagers to provide us with two elephants who would
take us to B. Mé: Ng&’ where we hoped to find more elephants. The elephants
from B. M8:T3:p Nya had to leave us so shortly in order to go to work for the

Phanasit Company.
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June 17, 1968

Ba:n Khin M&: T5:p or Bi:n T&  Prakhi:

Today we travelled from B, M&: T5:p Nya to B. Khun M&: T5:p (
% ‘.
‘U’\‘W“,"“ [ DAY ) another S'kaw village which in Karen is called
B. T8’ Prékhi: (‘z‘/"% WW;”‘JS%?\ )e Administratively, the village,
along with the Karen villages of M&: T3:p Nya and Mé: T5:p Kla:y is part of
B. Mgé: T5:p.

Yesterday we had travelled about 10 - 12 miles or 16 - 19 kilometers
by car from Mae Sariang to M&: T3:p Nya. Today, we travelled about 7 - 8
miles or 11 - 13 kilometers, leaving about 9:30 in the morning and arriving
about 3;30 in the afternoon (the elephants came about half an hour later).
Yesterday we moved in an ENE direction and today, after lunch, we moved NE.
The CKA travelled by elephant today while the rest of us walked. Our party
has been augmented by the two Karen elephant riders from B. M&: T5:p.

Both the walkers and the elephants followed the Phanasit lumber road
until about 11:30. Then we stopped at some houses, administratively a part
of B. Mé: T3:p Nﬁa, where we ate our lunch. Here the party split into two
groups. The elephants, followed by Tu: and Se:mo:,followed the stream while
the rest of the walkers took the much longer but easier route provided by the
lumber road.

We are staying in the house of the headman of B. Khun Mé: T5:p - one

o
chfd!? (V6 ). Administratively, this man is really a pha: chiiai phiizyaiba:n

( 93:%3%92\:%“"‘35““ )e The CKA and I asked this man (who speaks
quite good Northern Thai) about his village. There are some twenty-five
households (or families) in the village. All are animists or Buddhists and
none are Christian. The village was established about nine years ago. Before
that, there was an abandoned village. Theéreis no school in the village, and

none of the villagers had been to school. Reportedly, the BPP has been thinking

of establishing a school here.
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We were told that there was a man in the village who had come from a
neighboring village to perform a ceremony similar to sorkh3’ which is called
in S'gaw, se:ta: (%WﬁﬁﬁAﬂ )e This man, whose name is something like
Ké:nl®, is the headman of the nearby village of M&:la: [same as the village
of B. ang Khin - {TT%%T¥3%WQ - as marked on the map ?]. He
performed the ceremony, for a cost of B 60, in a household which has been
plagued by ill fortune. No outsider was allowed to enter this house whose
doorway was marked with a talg:o. Occasionally, a northern Thai from
B. Mé: T5:p - one Na:n Kham - comes here to perform a sy kh3’ ceremony.

He last came two years ago. We were told that if someone entered a household
which was closed during this ceremony, they would have to pay a fine of
25 satang. Tald:o is said to be the same word in S'gaw.

I asked about 'medicine tatooing' and several informants including the
headman said that a Karen from Mg:la:N35:i has come here to perform this
work, called chokkhasi:. He tatoos neither pictures or words, but dots,.

It is said that once he does this tatooing, it is not necessary to feed the
household spirits anymore. However, the headman said that many people do,
in fact, continue to feed the household spirits and gave an example ©f a
man who had to feed his wife's household spirits.

From the appearance of the villagers, I would say that this is a very
poor village. No paddy is grown here and there is only one elephant (7).
Many cannot speak Northern Thai - men as well as women. During the evening
there has been a steady stream of people coming to request medicine from the
CKA . often for quite serious ailments.

Noted headman's house had Christian literature in Thai hung up in conspicuous

spot. But is neither Christian nor literate.
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Bi:n M&: Ng8':

Today we travelled to the S'gaw Karen village of B. M&:Ngé'(‘ﬁgW%bbasbbﬁﬁ’ )
which is almost due west of B. Khun M&: T5:p, although our route wasn't direct.
First, we climbed the rest of the mountain upon which Khiin M8:T5:p is located.
Then we followed the Phanasit Road until about 11:15 or thereabouts. After
lunch, we descended the mountain, which travelling on elephant took over two
hours, and then followed the M8:T8&” N5:i ( Lyﬁhg§;§§3%6 ) river to its
confluence with the M8:Ngé’ River. We crossed this river and climbed over
a small ridge and came down into this village which is on the banks of the
Mé: Ngé~.

Todays trip has been very tortuous anddifficult. I rode a small male
elephant of six years age which was owned and controlled by Chidi’, the headman
of B. Khun M&: T5:p. Travelling up and down mountains by elephant was very
slow and painful and the are not built for passengers. Chidi’
had to dismount and lead the elephant I was on because together we were too
heavy for a small elephant going up and down mountains. Compounding our
difficulties was a heavy rain storm which began in late afternoon (it had been
raining all day, on and off, thus making the trail véry slippery, but the
storm was even worse)., The M&:T&’ N5:i River became a raging flood which couldn't
be forded by the walkers. Thus, for the last couple of hours, the elephants
had crossed every ford several times, bringing each of the party in turn.

Just as we were nearing the village, the elephant without a passenger (we
had three elephants - a female from B. M&: T5:p Nya carrying baggage and the
CKA, another female from the same village carrying only baggage, aad the small
male from B, Khun M&: TH:p carrying me and some baggage), suddenly broke and ran
down the mountain towards the river, carrying baggage and mahout with him. Both

the CKA and I immediately got down from our elephants for fear that they would
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follow the elephant-gone-wild. Fortunately, they didn't. We walked on into
the village, while Chidi’ went in search of the wild elephant and its mahout.
About three hours later, the two men arrived on the elephant which had a very
bloody head. Our gear, although somewhat wet, was all in tact.

It took us eleven hours to travel 23-24 kilometers (about 14-15 miles).
[we noticed that at the confluence of the M&:Ng$” and M&: T&’N5:i River there
was a marker, put up by Phanasit, indicating that this point was 50 kilometers
along the lumber road from Mae Sariang. ]

On the route, while still following the Phanasit Road along the ridge of
the mountains, Ch{idi’ had pointed out an area near the headwaters of the
Mg: Ha:n where he said Lia” used to live and indicated a dirt 'ridge' which he
said had been built by them.

We are staying in M&: Ng&® at the house of the headman, one Ph2:So: {g%qﬂSG
whose name the maps have given to the village ( {?y@iaﬂﬂ{@ )e The
headman is currently away in Burma trading goods (he has been gone about a
month). Pho: Sa: is a major contractor for Phanasit and has a large number of

elephants. He is originally from B. Ph&’ and was a monk in M&: Ha:n for more

than one Lent. He married into this village.
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