
April ..,I, 1968

'onfidencp. G0mc> in P'E' j·{i 1] ::;:

On the l:st of ~\pLi.J., I rereiveci a note fr-Offi p~tp, ~!ho ~...;as s+-aying in

3PP hF'adqu"lrters in l'A Eim Clod to talk '~lith the BPP r::ornrnandant he.':'e regi"rdinc;

Pol.i:~e from 3angkok. Tnf?se men 'dere, to quot,·, Pete, taking "the names of all

men between thirty and forty, sunposedly Tor military registration and are

requiri ng each to 9ay 40 baht i.ITunedi ately. One claims t.o be a doctor and

offers to sell shot~ for 20 haht." Pete wanted the 3PP to corrfirmi.f these

men were really bonafide and if not to .o:>ttempt to apprehend them for

imperson~ting govprnm~nt officials.

~tTLved here very early :tn the morning, having travell ed the 'y::tt.er part of

the night. I took him to the BPP ':am;J IfJhere \;:12 talked with the commandant.

the Karen villager, the commandant decidE':r) that the men in the hills Ide-c"

impostors. He ord0red f',ve of his men to go up jnto the hills in searc!-, Df

them.

vi si b~d several, other v:i.J lages in th~' ',t 1 L; :.5r-:mand:Lng much the same 'ri-:ing.

They Lequested p 40 fLom :TIen over 30 as a "f5,J1e" for not having regi<~terE'd

for the draft ';hen they were 17 and t!ley requested e 25 from men bebleen t':e

ages of 17 and 30. TtH'''¥ ~·.aj d that if the villagers dirin' t pay, the fines would

be inr:reased. Apparently, in a. fe\~ ca;;es they collectf?rJ ic!entLfj cation cards

f'Com villagers.

"1 l' l-- 1 ~amc> lJ~ in t'ne l.)ills.Kilt"en vi 11ege, Sc2nt f,'Jr the '::l V1. 90~lce ',11 ,0 a so '_'''_:J.. - I
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April 7, 1968

i\ccording to Pete, t·/hen t:-v:> r:eal BPP met up "';! th those r::lairning to be,

t::ere was some embarrassment because, reportedly, the four Bangkok_types had

credentials proving they were army. All the BPP could do was request t~at the

men report to the di strict offic:e in Hae Sa riang.

Despite their apparent legitimacy, there is no question but that a

confidence game is being pulled here. Registration for the draft applies only

to those who are literate in Thai (thus, excluding most tribals, especially

those over 30) and takes place only at the district office (this according to

Khru: Ara:m who visited me today). The hill tribes people, for the most part,

have realized this and have refused to pay 1.19. They also vlere pleased that

the police responded to their requests for help because it suggests that

the police are really interested in their welfare.

I am sure that this is not yet the end of this star}.

Corrpoc,j tion of the Provincial Council:

A few days ago I was talking with Mr. Insu~n about the composition of

the provincial council (to which he was elected). He says that there is a

total of 18 members, 4 from Arnpha: r·1~..faI'J, 3 from A. Khun Yuam, 3 from

A. Pa: i, and 8 frorn the district "Jrdch included both A. 1"1<3.12' Sariang and

j(J!J A. Mc= la :n5: j. The cou.neil will be having its first meet:Lng shortly to

elect a chairman.
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Arril 7, 19fB

On t'ce Lot .,.;e had the Coats', P~~ggy Srni th (and ~ guest of the Coa+::;' )

>-", lun(-:h in honor- of 1'1ark :\nders'JD 'iJno '<'ias getting ready to lea'!,,=, Mae Sariang

,'';e haS nO'.A! left). During the cou!:'sf? of t"e lunrh, WP asked the Coats' abo'Jt

~0stel. The Coats' said that. this boy \.;as born in Ms:Hii:n and ;,olas more-or-less

3n orphan. He showed up at the hostel and has s"nce been raised by Benny

"md Lahsay. He completed r-1S3 in t'1ae 3ariang and then went on to Prince Royal's

College where he completed bJO years. He continued i"1 study at Chiang Naj

Teachcr~;' COIJ.E.>:<j0 for one year and. v10uld hav<2 liked to 'C2!k2 a second year,

wants to be a 'hill tr,ib~~::::t teach~r.

The Coat:.; , a1 so said thd t th("y hi'ld had a 'r3o'3i t from tre A::;sistant

'.L-Jp.a~.·.m,·.an at- t h Be' '0' , +- S'k aV, I. • , _: .e ,rl. nu - 1.f. s : school '-'iho "las talking abo'Jt some Karen students

th:1,s year:.

of passing the exam for ber=oming teachers in thl7 one given i.n Mi'1P H9n9 S9n

i'lnd "laS attempti.ng to suggest a1 ternaUve means to getting them in as tea.chers.

~In("identlYt even t~e Coats' admit that placing Yarer: t,:"ache:-s in Karen

'-";'0 told u" about a Yaren lClvry,:,I:' , ~t who trey th~nk i.e; original1y from

!'li-le Sarj.ang and -j.:-~ a t"t21ati\,re of Khru: Sant. l"1:J:m is t~:inking, r:3·--:.:o!"'cing to

~8 in a position to ~01p the Karen. ~p J5 a Chri~tian.
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April 7, 1°G8

80rder Pa trQl P~J. ~.se:

'dr-,en I -rl-;~ ted the 13PP Hl'?adquarter-s the other day, I lear-ned a fr-w

things about t"e EPP. There ace 40+ mE::n sta+~icm'?d rer.e. BPP from outside

the North ma.k"" ·3.n effort to learn Nort"lern T~a;. and even a f,,",vi try to lean1

~ome Karen (the r:o:nmandant knew C\ fE''''! vmrds of Karen) and this contrasts

markedly with the dist~ict officials.

Khru: Sant:

;·,lhen 'de weLe j n Ch i.ang Ha.i I "lent to the bank where I met Khru: Sant -

probably thc-, highest statJ.ls K3.ren ChLic;tian (Asciistant rJIanager of the, 5j am

Commercial B3nK) in t~1e area. He arranged to travel OVf:r to ;!;ae Sa riang

'di th '.1;=; to attend the gaptist Conv,<>ntion ':k:i-:::':'; began yesf::"'~rday.

Khru: Sant says that !,e L; i/::? P"iO CFu) end 1/2 S'k3.\,'; ffvlo).

born in Lampa: 1J I but raised in Mae Sariang ,,,,here his father moved (to be evang.

r-hri sttan ? \. } .

Education and H.ill Tribes:

This morning Khru: Ara:m visi t~d and helped me in \-forking 1Jr the school

SDCIPY form. I asked him .if there vJere to be any ne,,! schools V-,is year in

hjll tribes villages. He said that t~?re will he one

Dpvelop:nent Centpt'! and that thp viJl.::>.gers aJ.:: ~. HG.ai
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5

hec~use jt was the first year) 9nd the~e will he an additionctl ?n+ ~tu~ents.

in the mount.ains), hut theu" , ,. no one to replace her.

Ordination of Novices - ~nan Style:

I ta lked wi th the eVA this aftE"rnoon. I mentj oned to him aho'Jt the

HE" said that this "'Ideo a Shan '::1Jstom r::al1ed , '.;) : Y.1;:>:::>: 1

they sell the dishes and give the money to the sponsors of the ordination

,!,ho in turn sponso.!:' thj.c; rer",mony. ':'h1 s cere:'1ony br·ingo:. to A ('onel '.lsi on the

ordination festivities. [This is a . T 1verSlon, _ am sure.J

The ordination itself was in Thai style bec:ause only bJO wats in

Mae Sariang can ordain in Burmese style - #ats Canthara:wa:t and Uthaya:rom.

Bur;~;ese Influence on Buddhi sm in Mae ~,'Ol..ciang:

T 2.'.sked the CKA r}Dout ~~Jhich monks ha-'JE: studi"ec in Bur:na _ tr~e dbbo~- of

Karen ffi0nk at "i.Jat Utha'ya:~orr:, and Phr.-.-)? Pan frarn !·!is:J0.:1··i5:i. Th~~ lattt?r
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i
\ Apr-i. 1 "7

I , 1968 6

(

The Wat at fo-i8:Ha:n is 'Burmese' style because the headf;1an was a novice

at "vat. Utnaya:rom Defore it ,<las built a.nd the first rnonk then ',vas from 'tJat

Uthaya: rom. Since then the monks have been from Khonmva 1] via ts, but none have

stayed long.

A Lua? Christian:

This evening we were visited by one Am9ho:n, a student in MS2 at

BOriphat S~sa: and a Lua? Christian from B. La?u:p. He came to offer to

sell us a Uia? pipe which is peculiar to La?u:p. His parents now live in

B. Phc? but they have no land. He says that he didn't do too well on the

exams because he had to work so hard at home and couldn't. study there. He

has five younger siblings and one elder sj.bling, none of whom are studying. He

:;ays he is the fi.rst Lua? to St1.1dy in secondary school and the only one in

B5 school. There are now two more Lua? (Christian also 7) in the M.S.

sama:n school. He doesn't yet know what hE'~ ·,..;ants to be, but he would like to

continue his studies. He is a student of Don Schlatter.
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April o-, , 1968

This afternoon I spent about blo hours talking ,-Ji th the CYJ\ on a wide

range of subjects. ~e talked some about politics. The subj~ct was introduced

because, in talking about Nai Thian's mine, I mentioned that it wasn't in

Mae Sariang d~stri-::t. The CYJ.. said yes, b'-lt that it used to be. Th"3 lines

between Ta: k and Mae H9n9 59n l)rovinr:es Yere redrawn a t the time the Na tional

Assembly existed for electoral reasons. The CKJ\ commented that this redrawing

was 'political'. I asked if Mae Sariang had any MP's where there was a

National Assembly. :-1e said there were two - both of the Th:>:t:;sa1tJ<3t f<'m:ily.

w~ tI-vC'n moved into a discuss' on of poli tics on a larger sC"alp. Hp. L; fai rly

kno\,o;1edgeable about Thai poliU-:-al events - mentioning the association of the

four N.E. IvIP rs. He didn't express rrll.lcrl opinion of his ovm ex~ept to say

that he thought national elections 'liQuId be a good thing. He also said that

many Thai "/ere upset by the recent turn of events (Johnson's nttempt to begin

pence n?:'!]otiations and his withdrawal from the race for Presicent) because

they fear that f~.mp.rica will witltdraw all of its forces from SEA and that thp

Communists will move into Thailand.

Vole also talked about the 'hill tribe' pr-oblem. He said that some people

are 'dorrj_ed that many poor Karen,,; vIilI be attracted to the promi::es of t11t'-?

Communists. He also said that one of th'?- 'l'ha;r;fi].3ca:rik t:ionk:: had '''Jorked 2t10n!]

rlleo in Ta:k last year. !ie vias imrressec! by the j_nterest t",c Nee i-,ad in

Buddhi:,m - much mor.e so than in Christianity. This ye·3.r, \-loWe1Jer l there is no

program jn the same village b'?cause' Communist agitatorc' )--,.ad 'Non ever many

villagRrs.

Charles F. Keyes Field Notebooks, Thailand 
Original scanned version of typed notes

Written April, 1968 
Page 7 of 62



( Aoril 8, 1968

He show",d me a large brj ·::k fro[11 K;:,: lJ KJ:i wh:'.<:h Dc:');")1'" ther-e soy comp.s

, ?

r-efers to them as Lua , pr"':fer to think of t j'Ie:T:::clv'''.' c\:: t~honr"'yalJ. There i.1-ce

sr-ea.k

T ....JO of the novi,::r"s who 'deLe ordai.ned ,::It B. He: T3:p N~a have not yet

One of these i.s the son of the ],-,''''ad::1.3D of B. Ph E:? This headman

visi ted Wat Kl tt.hvong today to find Oil:: be exact days of Songkra :n.

There '''''';.11 be another che:di: ~:u~lt in a Karen village next. year in

B.

) or lu:kma:kam '1n0 arE' 'fIOrTi by

monks and novices when they have just been ordained and when in meditation

end (for- the Buddha, the Dharma, C\.nd thp. Sangha). Thp. CKA thinks that these

beads ore distinctive to the North (vis-avis other parts of Thailand) and

agrees with me that they may be of Mahayana origin.

SonQkra: n C'-l,";toms:

tracjtioni11 N€'w vear or So!}J..:ra:n ·l~.n ~lap. Sari.an']. The
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A~rj.l g, 1968

"13 ."~oriJ
v v

sa. I'}kha : n 15:!}"

....,

\
) .

). This pot lS

peoDl~: livre: and for vJashins c:lothes and darn hua ('head_bRr=rin'j')

pot in ',,'hie!! is pla,~ed !1ermuda grass
iJ til

) and 5-1eafed leaf ('1'tl~~'\.\:1

and is lused for] welcoming E~~9k~a:n. This

taken and placed in the house.

W of
( '\f.~.-a~.3~1~

lThis pot] is called m~: sa 1]kha: n

pot 'Ad.ll be taken and be given to the wat on the 15th ,.''"',eI'p there

,"" !i'Pr:it-'!1cking at U-~e I."a+:. This d3.y .lS thE' first day of p]"'ying

c/ I.

"14 Ape1.1 ic~ :.-alled "\ojClnnaO" ( q\IJb<tb1 ). ~b': '"'; day i::: one

presented fat" making merit on the follo'll.ing day. ThA popular

\
), khanom IS:t ch5:r.J (~\l>~~e~"6'~ ). In

the afternoon, young and old alike go to the river and bring sand

to build che:di:. This is call""d "khon Sa:i" ("carrying sand")

2nd these, rhe:d:1: cr", called "~:he:c:i: sa:1." (".::;and C'hed-i."i.

"" C/

"15 '''!:,n' ~Ii' ("a 1 J.eri "'",Janphaya : '.Jan" (1'J'\.b'ti ~\d""lAl

c ~

.L.• ' th~ filling of Alm~ bo~ls.

1aity ~egtn ~o!10.~ting at the w~ts to l.isten to

0' 0... &:'<+:~ ,
8l('::,~; ~ng sermon ( 1o'Y\(f(v, 0'l%6f~~'l.J -b'l). '&J and

,. + +-h fAt (A~ for -:"Jatotb",r secnons '"oj' :j,,-::h vary 2.ccoro1.ns·o '_,.e v, ..
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Aprj 1 8, 1968 4

). There is no set time for this, but it

K~ttlr"'long, at noon i'e the hate-iing of the holy J::'eli.c of the

811ddha. Wats which do not hav'? the Np.v/ Year blessing :;",nnon are

SuphaT<raDsI. These wats, hesides going to make merit at them,

there is also the dam h~a of relatives).

"16 April i.e: called wanpa:kpI:. This day the laity go to

dam h~a their abbots. This is called "dam h~a ttl lualJ"

<:I cI eN
( 0\'\~ 'd~~'d:)

is likely to t~c held 'r; the afternoon. Thp.re is also dam hua of

relc\tives on this day.

"On this day in the morning at about? :00 A.I''!., laypeople ',-lhc

1-,eld firmly to the old ways \</i11 go together to make the

:::en::r.1ony of vJOrship;xLng \-Jith rice to reduce fate (,~tqjc6"'\~\d6'6\\?W)\~;
~.J

) at wats also in order to dispel the

evil omens of fate and to ward off evil influences and to have

"17

good fortune throughout the year until the next cycle.

~ _\ oll
April :is called "1danpa:kd\ian" (~%1..J\f\b€\€l~

v c/
"18 April is called "",'anpa :kwan" ( 'd%mna').l,

\
J •

\
J •

"On tlcese two days [people J dam hua d:i_fferent

v <oJ cI

called "damh~a,,/at;" ( 6\'1C.~1';}6) ) [and meansJ th?l t monk:',

novj_~~es and laity of each ;,oJat ~·!hic:h is esteemed gather together

.-."r-·rc>:-'on'f 1,.--. "-_.' - .i.1
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Apr5"1 S, 1368

Besides the:;;:', \"'at:~> that 2e<::, so :;onorpd are tho.3e v:hi.c:h "LeE'

.3Dtlrop6ate. Usually, they are likely to he VIaLs "frith abbot.::; of

:nany lent:; and vIho are 'vr~dely r0sl)e'~ted.

The c'J~:-tom af da:n ~Ui1 ~:.:~ignifies the aski.ng of pardon of

one another. If [onp ] has offended [anyone] in body, "Jord, or

heart, then it is good to seek "!i s pardon. [It is also an

occasion] for requesting the precepts and blessings of monks

and elders i.n order that Lone "Iill enjoy] happiness and

prosperity tl-"'.roughout the year."

To these notf?s, the CYj\ also added some other i.nformat2-on on the

cust.oms associated "lith Songkra:n. ~e sh(MPd fT1E' th'~se sheets of

'iJada:t.sa: ·~n 'which 'dEre printed various Cltha and diagt:'a~ns. T}lese he

called 'candles' and '3aid that they were requested by people especially on

t ' . v kne occaSlon of Song ra:n. He 'Jave the fo111.:".-I:'n9 brief descriot:i.on of each:

"I. ) : It is popular to

,,;orship [',,,i th this 'candle' ] on the 16th of April each year in

order to ensure one's having happiness and prosperity in the

......
L .• ) .

'candle' used for dispelling the ill omens of fate anc L; commonly

u;;ed \-ihen onp i;;" j 11 or at Ne'F/ Year.

3" Thian r';pbo:t i. It h~s general usage as

vIAll as a t Ne'~1 Y'?ar."
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April,S, 1968 6

I have not been able to find m:anil'g:3 to a 1,1 tl:e '-'JOraS used, rut

thi~3 rnpan:Lng also (and u~:j(~ing OD'':;' of t~10 fI.\!e element::-.; of corperal

being"), he also sugge;ts the mean~ng of 'prepari'ltion' ';.J':ich \'Jould

fl't jJ\-'pt,teY' +-1'r·"...~, ~',(Jn,.i.. ,r-;.Ca-nr.,e ('",F tl-,'.''-~ d.=; '1' • T ;:::. y- ""'av ~Dan (!""··· ....r a ~lanr1-- '-- -"-J .-~ , -- - - - ~"'" ""--' '. -'- -'L. "',

731; He:t, 68) ,:::t:'1'.?~ "to descend" or "a hoJ·? O!:- :';pace beb,,'een

and house fc." t:,c for::h'-J)r:ing"erer-;ony.

, \
N,~ 0 ( h"\bl

thf? ~beg.1.nn:Lng of ) ,

JS a title ~eaning

leader or sU;:Jreme one. The s5.gnificance here i.;; the p~lal,\a:vian

\'Jhich me<'lns the 'chief day' - Le. the actual New Year day.

Pa:k w?ans 'mcuth I and in the case of tl-:1e last three days it

probably has astrol0gical significancl'> - i.e. 'the mouth of the

year', 't}v:~ ro,.."Ut.h of the mr."")!1th', and 't~le :TIe-ut;, of day'.

J .,/ c'
52 tt::3.ph0.!1 ( ~G1 'f1 51 b\-bt'V)

"
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t·
Some Esplanation About The Traditional Thai New Year Ce-
lebration. By Phra Khru Anusornsasanakiad

Apri 1 13 is called the day of "the Sung khan long"

("won I
sung khan long"). It is the day in which cleaning of the

house and the compound grounds, is done as wei I as clothes wash-

ing and hair washing (dum hua) is (throughlyl done in order to

get rid of all levi Is) bad omens (saniad jungrai).2 Almost

every household must have one clay water jar which is fi lied

with water, some Bermuda grass (ya phrag), some leaves of ha tree
" v _"tloM".;n.4' t1II,....

(""141) (1o\9?wa n. Eugenia cumini (Myrtaeae) Mac.924); are put

2-3
in front of the house. The jar is called "mo: sungkhan"

in front of the house to ~L"i· the ~ a r 0 f .: a gin g"]; and i tis D ut
."

welcome the sung khan (the agent of
.1 3-4

agln2."', Eventually, on

Apr i I I 5, the jar w i I I beta ken tot h e m'o n a s tar y t e mpie {a n d

it wi I be offered to a monk).4 Everyone begins to throw water

4
on each other.

Ap r i I I 4 ,
5

is called "the putrefactive day" (won nau).

It is the day that everyone prepares his/her offerings (kreung

thaiya dane), and J'ritual] food for the following morning's

merit making ceremony. Some traditional types of desert are pre-

6-7
pared: they are called khanom tian and khanom lodchong. In

the afternoon people from every walk of I ife go to a nearly

• 7-8
river to fetch some sand for the sand bui Iding cedi event.

-It is the day of sand fetch i ng: the ced is are ca I I ed the "sand

•
ced i s" wh i ch wi I I be presented to the temp I e dur i ng the fo I low-

8-9
ing morning's rei igious ceremony.

April 15 is called the "phaya won day".IO It is the first

day of the new year.
10

It is a merit making day at the mon-

astary temple.
10- I I

At the temple in the morning, there is

a merit making ritual

. I I

(tham bun tuk batra)• in which food is pre-
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I Isen ted to the monks~. In the afternoon, the lay community re-

turns to I isten to a sermon on "The Merit of The New Year" (an i­

song pi mail and other (appropriately selected" sermons."- 12

(At Wat Kitiwong, at noon, there is the "bathing ceremony" for

the rei ic. II - 12 l1-!owever)', thi!s temple does not offer the Merit

of The New Year sermon
l3

which is offered at Wat Sribunreung,

W t C th W t Uth \" tAd W t S ,.)13-14a an awasa, a yarom, ,a marawasa an a upunrungsrl

Besides the morning and the afternoon merit making rituals, there

is a performance of the Dum hua ceremony to the elders. 14-15

Apr ii, 16, is ca I Ied "the mouth of the New Year" day (won

Pa k P 'I "'. I 6 The . f~ lay community 0 each monastary temple, per-

forms the Dum hoa ceremony to the abbot. 16 - 17 It is "the Dum

hua tu? I ung" ceremony. 17 It usually takes place in the after-

hua ceremony for 'ts elder

noon.
17

After that [every fam i IyJ performs

I t · 18re a I ves.

t:a separateJ Dum

At around 7'o'clock in this morning, some members of the

lay community, who sti II bel ieve in the traditional custom, have

the Lod krau? ceremony performed at the monastary temple. 19-20

The ceremony is performed to e Iemi nate a II ev i I s and/or bad

omens from the sponsors throughout the new
20-21yea r.

Apri 17 is cal led " 'don pak duen" day.
22

Apri 18 is cal led "won pak won"day. 23

In bott/days, a I I monastary temples perform the Dum hua

ceremony from one temple to another. These rituals are called

24
"the Dum hua Wat" ceremony. In this ceremony, the members of

the Sangkha and lay communities together participate in the

24-25"Dum hua Wat" ceremony. They take,turns performing the ri-

tua lin each other I s temp let·,. .".,.", .. SCMI"., MjeIlfJc.J 1.)"- T~
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·.f
•

. I t (I' -., 26-27high Y respec Ive~.

The core of the Dum hua ceremony is to ask for forgiveness

28 •
among each other. ['It is a common belief that.,! each individual

may have offened each other in body (kaya), in speech (waja) and

in mind (jai), therefore the Ne~ Yea~ celebration I is the most

auspicious and appropriate time) to aS~ for forgiveness from

each other. 28-29 And it is an opportunity to ask for a bless-

ing from the elders

30
out the new year.

in order to have a prosperirous 'ife through-...
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all'?x-:nonk

1".8 :n

forbl:1ately, t.he monk was not seriously i.nj'Jccd (~J' a1,"0

.::-eported t:--:e incident to the Dolice who a.::-rested Sanan). But !Ie was very

by

(speltS '-:-o ,.---ta"'-.. If... _0" ... •

col +
~0~1 ~'\

~haken by the incident. ,\n astrologer advised him that he should have

&
';~'D~~Iperformed for ~tm a ceremony, called in N. Thai

~ -l- <1\
by the CKA and~'Ge'\'1 ~

!"{ai r<e:t in his dict:lnnar:l). In this ceremony, the recj.pient is to be

insu.::-ed of at l(':.'as·t another year of health and 'dell-being.

R~tl-.: he and r<r. Insuan agl"e:=: that the c:eremony j.s 3ra~man.istic:1 not Btlddhist ..

:oJ0.i Me:t's dictionary (p. 221) says that s,t:p ca:t.3: means the

Saturn, Jupiter, Uranus, Venus, and NEptune) in a merit-making ceremony

in order to 'continue ones age' (~~m~ i.e. to insure continued

li.fe in the face of some difficulty, shOCK, disease, etc.

d('~fines cha: ta: (~~011 as ";':'orn; produced; caused i a.ris0n". Haas (r.179)

defines c:hata: or. '-:hi'i:ta: (<:f!f\'1 3 :V~tr\\ '\ <61""1 2:: "fate, ck'~"3tiny."

~

l?ie:t (p. 70) defines cat3:: ("'~et'\'1 ,:lS "dc.sf::iny, fa.tS' , time of '13+:i'fity".

I-:he meaning of "to continUE:" i.n both C'?ntr:-<3.1 and ~hrthpr-n Thaj.•

to being rerfonnerJ for monks. In fact it is uS'1ally held f0r monks 0nly

they been
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.t-\p'Ci.l 11, 1968

they '"lav", [,een r::.tiss>d to S0me other l-ti-gh St2tL',S.

2

it is held in the home where monks are invited.

Th", cr,.'\. told me tiJat the ce..-,,~mon.y must he held in mOIT!ings,

hAfo!:"e nooDS. T"p sy'nbol".sm herp 15 that the ri.sing sun a<:cords with a

person' s desi re for a continu'?d destiny in tr'is world, whe!:"eas a falling

sun wonld not be so auspicious.

The ceremony began about 10:00. It was only attended by a few people

it I,<laS a private <:eremony to which anI? had to be invited by "the offering

ofa c;~ndle".

primarily midrlle-aged and older. The sponso!:" of the ~eremony was the man

who has or.d.i.nation and not his r,::,al parents.

On thl': raised platform in front nf the khub '_"'er'-.' seated nine monk:s,

not including Phra" t-1aha: Kc:o, on whom the CKA was the first. In front

of ti:em, and still on the [Jl'=.tfo!:l11, WPP? t!Jt:pe •!.Jol~s' wh:L'~h 1,;'::'1:'= leaned

togc·ther to make a ti.pi strucbJ.re. Sach 'pole' h ti1!", compos,::,d of several----
items, each of which had symbolic significanr.:e. There were also 0th,::,:c

items of symbolic significance set next to the [.)01"'5. (These ar,::, cc-xplained

Unde ::--nea th t.h e

He tied around his h,::,ad e. st:cing ,,/-j.,-'l ;'2.ssed througr, the top of the poles
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April 11, 1968

and thence +:0 '::l ball (actually a stick on \.-Thiel> the str-ing '-"JaS wrapped)

,.ihieh vJ3S in front of the 0(.'\. Thi.s strinq is U1e fa:imo!)kon (~8'ij.l':)<F\a

... - Y f\.C'r.•.. 'li' \ ~.'hlo '1(:'i"''for sa:l S.l.n 1:)\. '()I;l'.~'"l~ as it is called in

Central ,!,l1ai _ i.e. the 'sacred thread' that is l.lsed in many types of

ceremonies in association ~'/ith chanting.

The ceremony began with the usual old man ~s lay leader (a:ca:n),

leading the congregation in the Waiphra? (~~ ~o~ and the kh~:srn

by the lay leader himself. The O{~A then haisln

). It '"Jas during the first part that Phra?

r-L3ha: r~c: 0 took his place.

Next, the ball of string was unwrapped and passed from monk to monk

until all monks were holding the string. Then all of the monk:::, chanted

Gatha, but not simultaneously. Hany monks werr.::.' reading from books. These

were the Gatha special to this ceremony. some monks, including

the ITA, blew on tht? string as they chanted. Insuan said these Gatha ,"ere

in both Pali and Northern Thai. The CKA was the last to finish, having read

his Gatha at a much slower rate.

Then the AC2:n chanted something, follo\.-led b:l a monk from Wat sI :bunn,J.a!)

(third monk in row) chanting. Then all monks chanted while holding the

string. During this chanting, Mr. Insuan ,-lent up and lighted a tht'ee-

pronged candle Itihich was att3ched to a ba: t filled with somp2> :i water in

front of the CKA. Later on the CKA held the candle ove,- the wat~r and then

finally doused the candle in the water. This chanting ended with the

monks still holding the string.
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( April 11, 1968 4

Then the CKA gave a sermon in Northern Thai, during which he held the

string under the sermon text. Other monks "Iere making an effor'~ to h.(:.l-.J.

! 1~... ::: --:..::. i.ll'; , .:i~t',ough it still lay in front of '1-, and in some cases still'Cl,em

in their hands.

All this time Phra? Maha: KC:o had been seated under the poles. But

when the sermon was finished, PM Ke:o disengaged the string from his

head and from the poles and went and sat in front of the CKA. The CKA

broke a piece of string and tied P.M. Ks:o' s wrists (both of them). He

gave a short chant during the tying. P.M. Ks:o then went to the next monk

('dho was the abbot from 11at Sitthlmongkhon) who also tied his wrists,

but did not g:i '.Ie a chant.

After P.M. Ks:o moved fram under the poles, several laymen removed all

this apparatus and placed it to one side.

Phra 9 Maha: Kc:o then moved back to stage center (where the

still was) and sat there. The CKA then chanted the truatna:m, with the

CKA and Phra 9 Maha: Kc:o pouring the water during the chant.

This over, the sponsor of the ceremony and ~r. Insuar. took a tray

of offerings and presented them to each monk. These offerings included

banana leaf packets in \'I1hich vIas placed the tobacco, ingredients for bp'tel

chew. m{a l'J, matches, and tradi tiona.l cigarettes and envelopes -,,;i th money.

There didn't seem to be enough banana leaf packets for all monks, ~ut

there were enough envelopes of money. In presenting them, the laymen would

place them i.n the monk's shoulder bags I.o!hic'1 the monk held open. A metal

basin filled with a coconut, candles, soue,

thin(]s was a.lso pre5'?nted to the CKA.

and other such
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April 11, 1968

Th~ gifts distributed, the mo~~s chante~ the h~iphon.

5

T~lis ended the rerernony proper. I t:,en 'tipnt to t;:\l]< with the CY,A.

Fe explained about another tray of traditional offerings which 'Has in front

of him anc on which the ser:non tfO-:<t had rested. His descripti.on is recorded

on the tape on '...;hieh the ceremDny is recorded. On this tape, following

this explanation, I also recordE',d the explanation, by Mr. Insuan, of all

the apparatus employed in the ceremony.

Although the official ceremony ended with the blessing, the feeding

of the midday meal which followed '-"o.s also part of the even:: since the

food was pr'?pa::--ed by· the relatives of Phra~ r..t:~~ha: Kc:o. The rnatn food

was a noodle dish, called locally khaonom sen. The laity attending were

ElIsa given dishes of this, but not the other foods given to the monks.

'iJ1len t'1e monks finished eating, they chanted the 'hIps::::>:,;, for the fC-:Jd.

Then the invited monks departed for their r.espective wats.
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April 1/, 1968

Ordjn~tion of Novices at M~a~ P~:n

A month ago 3. m.3.j0r ordination of novi/";of: a"d dedication of a DeVl

bo:t took pl3.c<" at i1'..,lal'} P:l:n. ~ IrJas invited, but didn": ';0. However,

I '~la;;: gi,.u~n 3r.. j nvitation, whier: a~, translated is a,~ follows:

r-------------------------------------..- -- - ---._ -.
PETITION TO SPREAD THE MERIT [TO BE V~DE] AT

THE CELEBRATION OF A~ [DEDICATION] AND

ORDINATION OF L0:K Ye:O

[ATJ 1,'lAT Mt,iANG PO: N, KHUN YUAI\1 DISTRICT,

tvTAE HQNG S9N PROVINCE

10 - 15 MAH.C~!, 1968

rvlay merit c:;"rne t,) All you '/Jorthy peopl,".

EVe"r since 'Nat l'l\lalJ P::l:n in T. !,1\l3lJ P:J:n, Khun Y'1i:l.m District, Hae

in 194i l, the t",:llple CQiKrlittee and faithful of [·1'..fa!3 P:J:n !1ave striven

together for many years to erect an ubo:so:t bUilding. At the completion

of the })lJ.ilding, the total capital outlay was 80,127 Baht.

At the present t.ime the temple cornmi ttee and faitrlf·J.l of !vI'..far,; 2::>:'1

h2.i;" arrangr:d a :nE::rit-rnaking c(c']i,"bt·2.tion [in conjunction \:fith thE dedication]

,
sa:1:J1J=~.[in Shem] ?::J:i""------_-..-:.i.tis ::al1edof :~or~s or- 25
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Arril P, 1968 ?

9:00 A.M. Opening Ceremoni~s. Thp opening ~erem0ny will begin

t.\d th the Arrang0r.1e!1ts Chai.D~an lighting candles to

read the

about the bu.i Idi ng of the !]bo: so :t.
'I'he Chairman of the ceremony will reply and the festival

will then be begun. The Clergy will chant the

chaimongkhon Gatha.

11:00 A.M. Presentation of Mid-day meal to the C}ergy.

7:()O P tJ'
.... ~ <10 be one sen~on and then

7:00 A~M. Presentati.on of morning and midday meals for Cl~cgy

and 11: 00 A.n. ,,-,ho havp corne tn thr:> ceremony.

During the day heads of differents wats and

will come together for m~rit-making.

7 :00 P.i"!. Sermon and

12 ~'!arch 1968 (l4th day of th'? ~Jaxing of the HOOD, 4th L'~nar t-bnth)

[Same events as previous day.]

l? t1arc:h 1968 (15th day of the l,<laxing 0f the Moon, 4th L'lnar [-1onth)
-.;

Prpsent~t50n of the honeyed rice \</i th mi H: ('Jij\d.~t\1h'tr\~)
"I

9:00 }i.• fJ!. Oper.ing of thp royal eye ( ? '\ • ) s

11:00 A M Pr€sentation of mir:Jday meal to Clergy.

1') on A" D"'.~v of ~h.. p. 11~.·'Kv.~·.o (' ~.)_.1' : •. ".. .:-';;.6 _..... __ __ _ __ f'.v ~ .i.:). D
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1 ?
~'. , 19G8

14 I'1ardl 1968 Dst day of the 'tlnxing Voon, 4th Luna::- Bonth)

7:00 Presentation of :norninl]-~e21 for Clergy.

9:00 A$f-'l. Processiorl of sa.:!j L:;:~ or lu:k ke:o and alms from

11 :00 A.H. Presentation of r·Edday meal to Clergy.

15 Harch 1968 (2nd day of the irJaxing Noon, 4th Lunar Month)

7:00 A.H. Presentation of morning meal for Clergy.

10:00 A.M. Ordination of 20 sons as novices.

11:00 A.M. Presentation of midday meal for clergy.

12:00 A.M. Feeding of faithful 'Nno come to join in the festival.

1:00 P.N. of bo:t]

\I!hich 'dill begin '.r1 th :.he receiving of the !='rec::epts,

[follO\'Ip..d by] a sec-man and presentation of elms. The

monks chant of arati tude (4)%t~<t\l.ikl
J t'\

Dur.ing each day of thp ceremony there will be various m3.h:)rasop (~~~~"l4

["games and ceremonif'~: ~ '1 ~lonor of the opening or dedication of a monastery"

McFarland, 626J and feasting as "'lell.

Therefore, all the members of the temple corm":1i ttee and faithful 0f

'tJat r-11.farJ P::>:n vlo;.t1d li!.::e" to invite 3.11 Inous peopletn join together w.ith us

in the ITll'.'rit-making in conjunction ,«Ii th the dedication of a ,1eVJ bo:t 3-nd
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ApriJ 12, 1968

the ordina~ion of novic~s as related in the above schedule.

[Signed] Phr-a? Khru: Anus~:!1sa:tsanaka:n

Ch~irman of Clerical Arrangements

r 0A ".. v v ]
~ and vao ¥:hand fvnpha: ",hun Yuarr

Chairman of Lay Arrangements

[Approval Stamp by the District Abbot.]

4

The invitation came in the usual envelope which those invited should

use to place their donations to the ceremony.

Use of Yuan Script:

The C~A said today that he knew a monk from Kengtung who was living

in a wat in Chiang Mai who used to use the Northern Thai (or Yuan) script

for writing letters. He even sent letters from London in this script and

they reached their destination. Thus, this script still h~s some secular

uses.

Songkra:n Customs:

The CKA said today that on the 14th people :"Jill take offerings to

present thr::n at the shrine of r..-:-,f' Cao m1.,1alJ (to\oJn spirits).

On the 20th or 21st there ,viII be so!Jk:hr5" ceremonies in front of

wat Suphanra~sr: and other 'corners' which the CKA had told me about befor.e.
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April 12, 1968

School Survey:

5

Today I obtained permission from the District Education Officer

to give my school questionnaire to headmasters under his jurisdiction.
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Songkr.a:n

The last t:t.~JO days have be-:=n ttl'? beginnin,;; of Songkra. :!l .. 'Ir-"ste.cday,

occ'xr-ring.

various types of S\'J,"?'trn2ats. From the Q~A'S de.s~ription and :ne h2ppAnings

today, it ',yould seem that eve!:yon0 '.V2S making sweets yesterday.

Toda.y lrlaS fairly quiet until late afternoon. This morning about

9:30 '.Ne \\Ient to Wat Ornmara:wa:t to present food (special food made by

Sanga ). Only a couple of temple boys '.'Jere present in the main hUll ding,

i.n Addi ti.nn to the Y>3 ren rnank. Tr~e ()l(~ Sharl monk, a(~-:cording ~:o the :L'0U:r1g

(
...

th'?> che:di:".

About ~:OO in the afternoon, Jane and I toured the town in the car.

';Je w~nt to the shrine of the tutelary sp'irit, '::1]'.::, 21th r)ugh +J::,: shrine

was open, no one was about. According t.o both LA.:, who viEfred us trxlay,

and the CKA people take the special sweet.meats and c2ndles, incense, and

flowers to offer to the tutel?ry spirits.

About 5:00 P.M., or thereabouts, we obs Q 0Jec people bringing sand u~

At both Dlaces, ldoodeD

sand. ]hst 0-:: the peopl'" we sa'" ·:::at't'jing sand W"'re children and a f'::::'fl
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(

tradition, f)~ople wer~ also visiting relatives and friends and ~2spected

people to damr:ua. We ourselves stoppe~ at the house of Na:~ Kra~ (the

given the special sweetmeats and \tJere honored by damhua. While there, a

group of young teenagers also came and damhua us. Later, about 7:30,

La:[: , her sister (or sisters) and a fp.w g~.rlfriends C:Cime to 0Ur housi? to

to people in this occ:asion. People have b~en co:r;inJ A.II c:a:y to ::'rir;,g llS

th~se s~e(:ial treats.

our ,yater, children of a few neighbours, the boy from Na:i Tan I s ShOD ,,-;ho

delivers our paner,

'tIe have noticed on the fences or house railings of many houses, vases

of paper flowers.

also gave us some).

In fact papc:r flower.s are in great evidence (La~;):

c:hi ld of sorneODe ~~vr:o v.'crks ':0r the Phan,;-l:"~ i t: Cornpanj. She di.2.pJ.ayecl
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t.Jt.." J
(i'J :1\;i b7 SQU3 y-(- of .-..lot:,).
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Apri.l 15, 196F

S~ngKra:n (Cont'd):

cer{=lYtoni es there.

:although tYH:: other",s returned horne early), the v'huti \~Jas already f1..111 of

people. A layman ',las standing in the middle of the congregatioh ;naking

announcements (in Northern Thai) about the CKA's forthcoming trip to

1 . d h -> 1'<= t h W' , 1 . S.., k11a ays.la an about the sC,.euu e O.L even s at t ..e . at curlng ,ong ra:n.

As to Up liit 'hi'.c, he announcf·d tha. t th9re \-lOuld bp the c:ere!rlonj of bi:lthing

the Budd:--a r-elic \cept .in \-Jat Vitt:lv1ong ,J,t noon today o.nd that tomorco\t-!

at 4:00 P.f·l. there 'dould be o3.f'lhua for the monks in the 'd~t. fl..;,; to the

former, a collection ~",as taken up to h~~lp il1 de-F.r3yinr; ~hc eX!)~n:.:es of the

eVA when he goes to Malaysia. E 561 was collected (1 gave E 25).

<.",at phd."1)

Then the morni.n';) service fo11o'·;!ed:
o

'e%'\£. .

kh~:srn and rapsln

~\.. I ~ oy monks (including a number of monks from &1ngkok who

are engaged in the Tharrunaca: rik ?r,::>g !:'a!fl ) •

During the chantiD9, people took F:'-:::Lr rice ond tak ba:t.

Th,,:, 'p kha:o r.ad already been -:'ak"'l'! on acri"f21 and placed

on 3 table in the back of the room. The cice was placed in

, ... .1.. on a table pJaced in left center of the room (as OrleDa. l.

faces the 03.1 tar~
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April , k
.1..;, 1968 '2

4) t~e:t - an extemporaneous sermon in a mixture of Northe~

and Central Thai by the CY-A on th,:, mean5.ng of Songkra:n.

On~ Doint that he made was that there is a nifference

beb-Ieen Central Thai and official custom "Jhere thl'"· 13th of

April is the New Year Day and is calleo wan maha:songkra:n

and Northern Thai custom where the 15th is the first day of

the New Year.

5) Presentation of food by laity led by the a:ca:n after which

the food set in front of the monks who indicated their

acceptancE. krl:"'~ ':~le chcmt of presentati on, the monks

said sattha.

6) ~ajphon and truatna :m }Jy li1onks.

After this the ceremony was over. I noticed at the ceremony a nu~ber

of officials - headmaster of the BOt':l.ph3t Spssa: school, Kh'-.ln Praphin,

Sgt. Tawat of the BPP (visiting here from Chacha:lJsa : o ), etc., and a ffl.'.'"

officials' wives. The crowd was quite large for ceremonies in the

Y]-nlti.

At 11:45 I returned to the wat for the relic-bathing ceremony. As

I arrived I noticed that several l"':/:'1'O'n were <:ptt::.ng up the relic':bathing

apparatus in the courtyard. Insicl<:, the Khl~ti U~r.' ~;]()nk~~ "lere eating at a

ta.:ble in the back of the room. rIhc: ::cngregation l!!ClS not as 12rge as in

the rW:Trning and was composed primarily of micidle-3.ged and older "]omen,

grandparents. TJ--'e offici.al types "jeri? not pn,'sent.
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( 1 C;-.' , 19f8

k~pt when it r~sid~s ins~de t~p inner structtl=e. Next to the l;a: t vJas

Bot~. th2S~ rested Ofl

"'" frlncy -::lnth. On ano~~~r t~01~~ next to the first, rested ::h~ Jhan-
and container in vlhich tJ.,e relic

(

In the front center of the room were several receDtacles for the

offeclD']s of the ':"ongregation (~;ee diagram).

';'1-. ',~' -F.';, r:::-., t' t~.i~.r~.·.~.._ (,,,",,,'I:. l~~, 'I"'-_"~"~'. '.,:::, 1- "'... ,'" . fro. Y"-" Y"'" -..-. "'~::::.c 1r'- .cr"'" !r·,l 'l-'l"":. .... ~ ;-,,~u· ,.·h~ • ~\-.,'C,_>..... ':::. __ ..... __ to"~ .l;...c.r_~-, -<; '·.1:-:.:...:"'; ":":_<':::i:~:""C._-'C;::- J_'J- ..... ~)-'tt:~[..:...,.J' .'_"C••• _1;

of offeri.n~s fo~ w()rs11j.p
if

..; 0

n3.rnta:;-;, ( '\i%~16\\ 51

the ~ripl (~

) and is

gems.
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.!\n!:.il 15, 1968

Sornc:"':irces :n0nc:;r i..~: placeci in this k~lan. 1\he thir·:j kl"c'Il j s c::.,ll':~I-"l

k;~an kh~:sr)-_ ( ~o.>J(;i~~-G\

4

placi::.g money. Trlis the 0:1\ C'xplained as being for v.-equcsUng sermons.

They seerned to be special for the dt'lY. Contributic~s were again being made

by t:hc:-~~on'Jregation in general. Finally, behind these were two plastic

buckets (number 5) in which the members of the congr-egation poured a

'2H'Jrtion their
,

na:", ti'1ey lJrought in vari0US

f:t:.C .. ) 4> '!'hjs liq~u.id ~dou_ld latr-::.:'- ~Y:: t.1Sf?(1 .in :bat~iin'J

In front of the first receptacle (number 1) was another set of offerings

and pillow.

family, herself d Chines(~, in or-dpr to make merit foc. her mother "/hc had

died in Red China. This offering also Girried ,,,jth it a requS''-,;t for a

,'3r::::rrr~on •

~~fore the heglnnir:; of thE' serv~Lce, S0~ne 13yTnen took cs.ndles U;:J and

V d

Tb-'se the:: (YA said I-Jere' '~3:s,~I)kha:n (~~\jf(J"6\) \
,I •
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SomA also had pap0r flowers

ta: 1J m.~:

d3 :krnata.:

~ ~n,\\·~tJ'"'\,~ trI~~'d-\
\l

kind of raper flag.

) . These ~, the CYA snid, ar~

made on the 13th +:0 "recei'l'" the sa!J.kha:n."

The servtce went as follo'!Js:

1 \_ J

t'!-:p ta.bles orl \~hich th'9 rplic r~s:tded.

3) The A:ca:n presentE'd the khosln ar:d namta:n khan to the cr:A.

5) kh3:sIn by a:ca:n leading congregation and rapsln by CY~ leading

congregation.

6) A:ca:r: suat

A:ca:n suat

in Northern Thai.

- .Somp;):l in
A ..

=1 ~.t;a ':., ?osiLon.

S) Bathing the relic: First the CKA and t~~~ 0th~r ~n~ks ~amp and

1e.yrnen inc 1.,..l'i:i.ng the A:ca:n (and :nyself) bathed i.1-. or: th0 t'ihl.::..
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A~)ril 15, 1968 6

SO'T1pJ:i "'later and pouring it over the bathing container.

The CKf\ repeated some phrase or \tJo.r-ds, beloVo! f"rearing level,

befo.::-e pouring b'.lt the others just held trlP khan in 'llai posi tion

and then poured.

Once this grO'lP had finished, the chief layman picked up the phan
..:.--

containing the relic and bathing container and carried it underneath a

ceremonial umbrella to the apparatus outside where it was bathed by the

other laymen and laywomen (see description Gf the End of Lent for more

details of the srune ceremony). As soon as the relic was picked up to be

taken outside drurns were beaten and were continued to be beaten until the

bathing was over.

Once the bathing was over, the relic was taken hack into the khuti

and the CKA placed it back into its original container.

Then the Assistant abbot of the wat mounted the preaching platform (a

new accretion of the 'flat given by the District Officer) and gave a sermon.

Before he began, a sermon was 'requested' by the A:ca:n while people

khrya~ bu:cha: and lighted candles. Once the sermon began, the people

set their lighted candles in front of them and then a lay'ITlan collected them

and placed them on the altar' railing. The sermon \'Jas in Northern 'J.'hai

and was 'read' from a manuscript.

I left after this sermon was over, but there were more seDnons to

fol10'-I.
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\ .
/.

<>
n, 'tY6\:\(YJ 6\G\ \:)\f)5;Y;{;~

11
\, .

the courtyard, on the apparatus fcr thl?

:,:,athing of the rpl'tJ: (this apparatus was nct a necessary part of the

ceremony, hut VJas merely a convenient thing to use), were stuck: sticks

The cerpmony began with the CKA kneeling in £Cro"t of the altar. Then

At sorne

point, one layman si3id something ani thE' \'vnmpn l;J"mt do1tffistairs to the

CO~lrtyard• ~1ea!'1\.!hj le the two laymen rc.movpd all of the satualJ from the

tops of +:he basins, left the sa+:ualj !lpa!' the '''l1taJ.:'i and turn'?d all of tr:'?

MOS~t s5_mply stood and

Tl e haDdc'd
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(

the

(l) today or 'IJanpC'; :kpi: durin'] SODkra:n ~ (?) the first .Jay of th(~ w-3.ninq

of the m00n at the ~.eginning of Lent and (?) the first d;:'!y of the <daning

of the moon at the End of Lent. It is also held at other times

person is not well, has had an accident or "if there are kh5'>"

Then, as well, the ceremony is performed at the wat.

The ceremony is held today at all Khonm~a!J wats.

leo.
The tnr'?ads that are hucnt are called sa:ilca:ki!J (;;h~Yfnn~ ).

There are as many stcands to the t:'reac as there are year.s in one's life

and thr-: length is one we.: measured ;;.;ccorcUng to the person \rho is doing

I asked the CYA about the difference betwepn cha:ta: and kh5: He

says that the former has to do with continuing one's a']e whereas the

latter are bad omens.

Both today and yesterday people have been vi_5i ting others to

damhua.

About 4:15 I returned to Wat Kittiwong to observe damhua monks and

images. People '"Jere still gathering, although it had ,')ri-;inally b~'2n

anno~~ced that the ceremony would beJin 2t 4:00 P.M.

P , h ' !- ~ <.. .c.:;f:-.... Y'l" C' F lrhrl1 nL·1J· ~'rl~eopJ..E: ,-roug::_ ..en ,~neLC O.l.~-=.l.. ng ..> o~ ,...... Xa.Ji,' .'.. ":>O~ money, and dry

'joods and placed them in one of several "khan". The dry goods were all

combined in sc~vera1 basins, proped:y of the Volat l th(' khr~af):t::cha on on;::;

lat-ge lacquered ,-lOoden phan (not the threA-,-orn,:'red receptacle), '3.:1d money

'-'-'a~; placed on a SiT,a ller ~)',an.
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April 16, 1968

A Budd1'1a. image of ab~")ut ? 1/'2 f0Pt in heigbt t..vas brought out from

the room where the relic is k~pt.

the kh,.lti, but later ti1ken belm;

It was first placed on a table inside

and put under the apparatus ",,"ic"', 'Ales

used fnr bathing the reJ.ic. '.:'he b2.thing receptacl<=> for the relic ,vas also

present on a table in the khuti but it was not used fnr. any part of the

ceremony.

A drum was beaten during these preliminaries to call people to come

to the wat for the ceremony.

People also brought more containers of na:m somp3:i with them, part

of ~"Jhich was poured int,") one or t·wo IJlast.1..c buckets. The CY,~J. .1 nvi t~~d t'he

monks from Bangkok to partic:ip2.te in this ceremony (as ',JelJ as resident

;nonks). Nine monks Vler:-e sea tee in a ro\\' ,5..0 front of e.3ch I,Jas Dlaced a

b3.sin. The blo buckets of ','Jater ".rep? nl2.ced in str'3tr::'j.1c locations also

in front of the monks.

Before the ceremony heg.::ln, the CKA made S0me .3.nnO!)Dce,iJents ~bout .'3

b~jdge-opening ·-:eremony ·dhich the Distri::t Offices had requested people

attend (see below). During his announcement, several laym'?n divided up

the money on the one phan into nine parts and placed each in an envelape.

The ceremony proceedA.d as fol1o~Ns:

1) '.:'he offe~ings of d0]good5 were nlaced ncar the CKA and t~e

a.:ca:n presented the "khan" \.;;.th the khr~a!Jbu:cha: to eVA.

'),
'. )

::)':1 C1<A.

4) A:ca:n chaTlted.
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G; O ·C
• .L

consisted of the lay nerson kneeling before e=:1ch monk in tu::-n,

raising a container of somp3:i water to 3 wai position, an0 then

/\.1 though ths p~':ople inside the k}-;uti, 'l/Jhen tht=~ ceremony began, ~·!er2

mainly 'do,nen and older men, younger peopl'? mainly teenagp. girls began

..". also

noticed tha t the monks were joined by the. novi CE'S at thi3 point "Jno were

also havin.g tiwi,- ,,!rists bathed. Once the vJrist-bathing !.,Jas done, people

'-vent: bel 0"; to bathe the Budora image. Some people came only to bathe the

image and didn't go up into tb" khuti to h5tna:mtu?can •

.L stayr:~d 'belo'\I'! taking p}~tures for ahout]5 :'nirH.ltes.

to th0 kbuti, all !:>lJt theee monks Yael di·,apDcc,3..red.

man.
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Apr' 1 5

;'-priJ. 6.

preside.

foll()w.

It further announced presence of monks and entertainment to

Aft.E't" reading the letter in Central ':::'hai, the CKA

an

heIr:' onIy \!-Ihen SOT:,,=, str'lcturiC' had been bui 1 t in tlre precincts of t~,e vdit.

He said to the congr'egetion t1;a+: it "vas inappropric\t'? to haw;

in a i...;at. He asked at least blO times: "Isn' t there anyone '",!ho can

introrJuce t1;e rJ'3.i".rnpi13: to ]oc31 CU:3t rYfl.<:;?" He did , however, encourage

;-.)0.; }\;npnCl:.
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"'~ril 16, 1961<

• >.l.n·..o

candles) a re not rjistributed generally ':::>ut only +:0 t!1osp ;."!ho t:',,~quest them.

r10st take them and b1..1 : ella : tnt :b.3 :n, but sam':' gi '1'2 t~,C'll to monks to use to

t·1). : c ha : •

i\ medl an 5. n a.<.i'f,fi sed

used
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(
Ap:d J 17, 1968

P I ~I-JO ~:aren '.)f Phs:

Pi; c: ',:"Ja,r' ­_ _.,;, d

The head man was with ~rlother villager whos~ long

hair was ti0d in a distinct.~.ve

The Headman, who speaks very good Northern Thai, said that hA had

come down because the Assistant Headman had beAn arrested in connection

vii th opium.

":.hers are 70+ hm!seholds in village, hut the

Bangkok monk \<11,0 is H Thammaca: clk monk in t;1e vi llJ'!ge, says there ar.e

The CY'..l~ asked if any peopJ e in the vj.l1>3ge werp Chr'ist-ian.

no although Christian missionaires (farang) had visited the village three

t.: !T!CS.

"he thought of the Y.ing who provIdes his Headman 's se.la.,ry."

I asked about the age of the vill~ge.

fou-Dded the village (of bJO households).

He said his Father's Father

He doesn't know wh~re his Grand-

fat,her cc,me from, but says not from Burma (but he seem:;" veJ-'Y a ttilched to

'oeing a "':::'hai" • l-ie 2\ren said his G~-an(lfather \,..;as q'l'hai not Burmese, ff

The villa.;e is unG~t' T;)'f;1bo!'1 f,J: 1] K::J: i.

Hea.dman saye: titlO vi1101g'21:'5 are orLo;] addJ.cts ""hereilS in 1"1<:;: PhI::: N5:i,

according to tho monk, about 20 Dp.l~,>"nt of the village are addir:ts.
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Ap:ci 1 17 I 1968

Karens and Songkra:n:

T:'1is morning a large number of Karen;:; from 8. Ph8? and B.. r'1c: ~fa::n

they stopped at the Nepr1??w';; house of the rle: Ha:n Headman (Khru: Kham)

and darnhua him .. (They call the O<A khu :ba: ). CKA says that t:~;"l" CULt?

each year to do this. Usually, they come with people from B. Pa: Ma:k,

but this year this village is planning to come separately as they have

a monk living at their che :di:. The Karens foregather at \'jat I'1s: ill::n

where they join together for Songkra:n ceremonies.

The c2remony consisted (I thi:lk), (2) precepts,

(3) presenting na:m somp::'::, "md (,n receiving blessing. The first "';:lS

cone by the layJpi"Ider, c:ho.nting in Burmese style, follo1tJed by a chant in

Northern Thai style hy CKA. The second part also consisted of Burmese-style

chanting on part of layleader and congregation and Northern Thai chanting

b P' '9-y nra f~h~lJ.: • In (3) the water and associated offerings were given to

the C:KA and then he followed Ai th (4) in Northern 'Thai form.

The p~ople didn't actually pour water aD the monks, but the CKA says

that he will use th~ offered water for bathing himself. This he said is

the 10e2.1 custom and that the pouring of water over: the hands as we saw

~/csterday was a to the Bangkok monks present (~llt Sanga says tha.t

in &:mgkok the ?eople bathe the monks). Thi:; sa.-:le custor:l of "res·'nti""'lg
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SombAt.

sermon and the second Thamma:lai yo:k 10:k (,n)).)-.~vC:ttJV\~;:...,

ser.non.

2 ) Seven sets of alms

') \ Sev f::i1 khan of fOCld

) .
) .

·1 ) ) .

~S{.:: again.

2) Presentation OF food:

A tabl": w'ai', set uI"J on the r3.ised part of this room for ':::he

mon'cs to e;:, t. Sever21 lay~ p~esent~d

041.'>
S t2.yed in the l-.'a·::k ~~lhp .r-'(-:: th~::. f oo~j \1}·:3.S ly:~ i..ng di sLe'~l uE=") (I'll:): _:\~0p;-1:): n

food

of food,
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~ formal prespntation

4) dedication to t~e person ,,'ho :-tas c!ied.

After this chant, the la'l gl.lests ax,,:, also served £000 even

whi1~ th0 monks are eating. The foods seored to the guests (and

" ?KC:!J orr"

~essert w~s icpcre~m

eKi'\,. and the second (thammakam) liy +-'.,<" i'1ssist:ant 2bbot. Both sermons were

by the hai phan and '" ,truat na:m, Northern Thai styl~.

During the sermon, I noted nhat was contained in the khr~a~ thaiyatha:n

for "?aeh monk: On a metal pI ate ItlaS placed '" packa'}2 of incense, a can

? \. .' . ):,1 SI), f~ont of the Cy~ ~;as a large

courtya:d the
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~hi.ng as f011ow~;:

Songkra:n (Cont'd):

In the evening, beginning about 5: 00 P .£1., groups of people f.rorn the

congregations of each y,lat (\-lith possible exception of scme OF the 'Burmese'

to'lm to j''3mhua.hT:1t td:!J ta: !J. I ~r;:\VelleG ....Jjth the 'Jro'.!n fro!'1 B. Dong

rnet -this grcJup at :t-}(~t Omrnara:\:'la.:t, and t~en tr-a~!~lled t'Y-ith it. to the

following ",,'a ts : Sc:n Th:J:IJ, and

Sitthlmongkhon. I then left the gcoup, but it ;"lent on ~:o Yitt.i'",ong ane

suphanraDsI:. Wat Cantha"a:wa:t was definitely excluderl. Also, w~t

C:J:m Th:):r:; was to:)difficult to reach to be included.

At each wat, the procedure was very much the same: (1) the people

'"auld bathe "'Ii th na :[11 sompo: i one or fl'/ore Buddha images tha t \<lere placed

in the building or in tl:'." ,~ourtyard for purposes of damhu,,,; (2) the monks,

novices, and som,'~ laymen ',vould seat t:he'n:~elves before the i3.bbot of the

TtNtit. i's'r10n the other people had~ .finished b-3 thi!1g t.he im·:tges, the monks

would prss{"nt a. bw:::k,,",= of offe,r-ings and a bucket of 03:n-r somp3: j to the

abbot. The buclcpt of liquid hAd b"'en m2de 119 from some liquid £':'orn each

container- carried by the. individua12 i:'l the grour "rho poured it into thp

bur:ket. (the bucket V.ras pro\Jided by the host \vat). (~) the group
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Arc:: 1 ] 7, 19(::::;

"~./'Jat • Ostensibly, -[--'-Ie abbot 'lIouId bathe 'dith the Da:;Ti somp3:i \.vat,,:,::, but

after our group had l?ft.

, "'t ,,'" . I t· ,i ...t"Nd .:;l: tJunn,lalJ no lcea that a •bathing apparabls; sir:-dlar to that

There .....as i). single

Buddha i;nagc under the apparatus. The blessing given at different ",,,its

varied according to t~e type of wat Burmese at Ommara:wa:t, Shan at

uthaya:rom., and Kamm1.,lan. at Co:m CC:IJ, S!:bunqaIJ, Se:n Th.o:!J "lnd

S1.tth:f.mongkhon.

'rh!': ev('~nt '.-las very gay, ·,...,ith the gr-oups be,ing ITl'3de up pY.'imarily of

Y011ng girls, '.vi th a smattet:ing of young boys and elders (~)oth 01ale ':lnd

female) • As jroups passed one another, there was gr2at water th~owing and

teasing. Hany gcoups hd,d percu,sslon orch':,stras. The event 't'ent on for

at least 2 1/2 hours and many people kept up the gaiety e\'en after they

Not only to'V/J1 'plats were represent~d, for the:ce were groups fromtJat

Na:m Dip 3nd Wat ThuD Phs:m (but not from any Yaren village - i.e. from
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~'-je Yillssec. the c:ercmony

be~Ruse we had to l:.ake Sanga to ~1- •
1".....: i1.ang !y·I3J~ for t:-::mergency ::re·3trnent for
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Apd 1 10 19.;2

Songkra:n (Cont's):

11ae S.:i'C'tang D00'olt?) in C:):!":: T:--~J:r;.

if 21 t ,'i 11 •

In ::poke to a yO:.lng monk.

to ce.t.-emony in B. Dong. I h?ve noticed many satudD a~o~~d and

suppo:.:e that Sotjera:n is an ausoicio'.lS ti;-(;2 for this ceremony. Similarly ~

yesterday the CKA went to a ca:t.a: ceremony at c':!. priva.te ~,ome.

vfP} u'c.
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19E:8

t313J
.F\ln~ ra.ry Ri. tes :

took to have bef::n orda.in2d for th:: crerr:at.inn, three or four youngi..:Oh 'women

a.nd 1a t,,, U:.:r'nagers I a.nd bPiO o~ thrr-:p yo-...:ng (prohar.. l Y '..mrnarri. '2d) men, plus

They :'1ac the

1 • "III .t.- -. ."'... (.!..' ., "', ,.::;r...,·,~,-.}",,' •• J'.~ con ,-~L::' nJ.n'J __'_.,, '/__

and th'::'i

and krap-ed two t.imcs.

.Lrt -} +-
~ ., ,
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\ I ~l

(~.s\tffl1~P~ b~O~

at th'2 a+:

It is held at this Dlace because this is the center of the old to'tm.

In the middle of the intersection v;a~. a table on ',-Ihlen was placed

,
na:m dr'I ?ods l

a,!1d inct?nse,: at;d string or skeins of c!.Jtton thrE~ad.

were four chairs, each filled by a monk.

"I'a",· ""J..·~;"~·.f""'o"~k'''·'''''n Dhy~~ ''''a'h~.I' "_ .:..> .... '..; J..... :a,. .l!..I::J ... 11 ....,/i , .L .. 1. .. 'J .. 1, .0. ~e:t frorn ~'iat Kittiv,Jong, the large mOrLl.:

.C: ~o· hla'..j.. ~r .B .- n d '-h ' h +­-'-~ ,f1 " '., ~_. UD.LJ,lc., an 1,. e nO ..10_ of Cant~nara:\f;Ja:t Cthp ButiTJPse W3.t).

It :is i'lterl?sting to note that i'l11 of their wats, \vi th the possible exception

n
V Bu 1of ::>1.:. mr1.fa l) are '.."i. thin the o.ct city.

en th p f0Ut' CQrne-rs of the int~rsection VJr:~re larg~ satuarJ and tal c:o.

cooked and ~.mcoob.:d ricE, images ,)f '!ari011S dom".:stic animaJ.~:., bits of
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A:>ci 1. 20, 19[,8

'rbe A:ca:n cha.nt.ed at cech of thesE', beginnin'} at +:he N.S., t rlen on

to the S.8., .s. '.:1., an(~ N. TtJ. corn.ers. P-.fter- hp had cha:lt~d at ~~acr':,

thc;se offer-ings \')'?!:[2 taker. am: plac:-ed i"tt thE' end,s of the sheets 1.n the TOJr

di~pctions. The significance of the

is d clrJO'ins ()E the do01.' (~tf\'\..i"'3'6Vf\. "l ) 50 th3t the spi~its cannot ert~er.

As the A:ca:n ended his chc'.nt, a yOlmg boy teok the talc:o, '-'-!hie:' "laS on

a pole, and the offerings to the four directions. Dud,ng the c:-.anting,

an old ':-!Oman crouched near at least t\oJO offerings and 1.i t candles and

incense.

The sp(:onc. part of the ceremony involved the :'ncnks. T!:e shop Ovm0-r

[Is the

symholism dir'O'ct i anal again? ] E>Jr:':l m',)nk :::at facing the +-.ahle !-Jith his b2.ck

to'·;ards one of the directions.

The setting was somr-:thing like thi.s:

00
o 0
o

o

s
Host of the

()c
o (' ~ people.
6 COD

C (' 0

canthard,wa,~r I
L ........Jt

o

sr:Bunn,ld !J
o

C-Ffice 1
l' 1
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th~ mo~ks

!fe

then e.:l.ch read from a separ<'ite book: in chanting fashion~ the monk fr0m

... ., A

Ca:1':hara:\,la:t reading from a Burme"e text aCId the other three from Norther'n

Tha.i texts. Tl,:is finished ~ th(~re was the suat monyen by ele three NOt-t'le::-n

Then,

~o1J].dn't S2~ what haPgene~.

said it lS performed on th=, day folJ.ov;j,og Songkra :,1 and is t'ield for the

Th"liland rx::£ore 31~ddhism." He ~-xp]ai~'1E:d ~.hat -:r:e t.rays of sand~ na.:rn somp3:i,

~ .. ;
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April 23, 1968

sought (mt tvlr.

j, the r:ublish~:::,r and ~,Jri te:-- ~~,i}-:O }~C.S

"Jritt'c'n ;':,CHY on Northern :'hai history and custcms than '3ny")n2 01sc. I

wis}~ed to talk ,..lith hi:n [/2rticular.ly b0.CiOUSe he' f-Jad just made a trip to

1·1ae Sa t'1 ang .J.nd plans to come ng?lin in ~\;!id-!Vlay .in connection \rJi th ::Jr-i t.i ng a

monograph on r1ae Sariang at the of the CKA.

He showed me a ba:ila:n manuscript in Northern Thai script which he

had borrowed from Wat KIttiwong. This is a manuscript that was fou,"1d in

an old h~: th'im nee l:' the Sahli n in an o.rea vlher'? there are no',,' no ;:eo[)1-:o

ex.cept Ka r."ens •

is not g':Jod aTH:l that the style, 31t.hougr:

native langua.ge vIas not Northern T'"ai. This led me to suggest that it

might be Ll~a" or ex-Uia" who had 'tlri t+:en it.

thin}~ t:--_is is vC!,::y plausible.

Botb Sanguan and the monk

Sang,jan thinks that the image in l,<Jat 58:n ThJ:l'J is Chial'J 5(;:n style

and is VE'r-y old.

The three rne~n vlhorn Sa!juan say~~ ha\le played important roles j.,n f'1ae Sariarlg
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April .?3, 1968

_s_0-::l:J:..k_.~_,_5_"_:r_.i..lT_a_... r':;J in r·lc)e Sar-i,::1rFJ

so rnany

fir~:.> , spc~i~icallj asked that .- '-

perform(~d• This will be the first time in 10 years. It will ~e performed

at t~e klkmyaD ~hich lS at Wat Che:di: Lua~ in ~3Y.

:-le :;ays 4~hat he believes this pr;'3.ctice to be saiyasa:t

• 3rab;n:1ni srn.
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April ?4- - ,

and

1968

I asked the informant about the tctooing on his a.rm. Some is i!1

Northern 'I'ha i and other he says a.r:enot words al-:hough it looks 1 ike it.

Ee then said tr:at if one r:-eally wisJ:ed stro:1g amulets against various types

Dong
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day y,"e drove to Kh;): okaen '!ia Sarab11.ri and Kr'lora t.

at L·o?buri and Krlorat.

":ve visited the Orege-rs, Cl"if)_ xissionaries, iIl Kh::;: nkaerl and I l)ought

oJ 0-

::::;()rrv~ =:1()I"e :·f<)r~=-~h::3ste_r:l :)>:")oks r3t tr~c K}~l;'jn-;; :,-la:n,3.: v·.~·i.:h3ja: (f{\t;t~ct\o~~'J'Y1~l
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