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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The ability to control the widespread regions of their Empire was of
paramount importance to the cAbbgsid family. The first two caliphs of
that dynasty—Abu al~®Abbas al-SaffEb (reigned 132-36/749-54) and Abu
Ja®far aL-Man§ﬁr (reigned 136=58/754~75)-relied on the strength of sev-
eral of their proVinces to maintain the powertul and loyal army neces~
sary for consolidating their recently acguired gains following the down-
fall of the Umayyads. Their immediate successors looked to the territor-
ies beyond the central area of Iraq, particularly Armenia and Khurasan,
to provide the economic foundations for an opulent court as well as a
formidable military arm, both based on a sophisticated tax system. The
last two caliphs—Muhammad al-Amin (reigned 193-98/809-813) and ®Abd
Allah al-Ma’mun (reigned 198-218/813-33)=of this early period found, in
the artificial division of the Empire between them by their father, Harun
al-Rashid (reigned 170-93/786-809) , the territorial and, hence, the eco-
nomic basis upon which to wage a civil war. None of these CAbbasid ca-
Liphs could haVe realized their aspirations by merely wishing it. They
required a well-organized system of proVincial administration to keep
the extensive Empire under their control.

The purpose of this study is to elucidate the system by which the
central and eastern provinces of the Islamic Empire were administered
during the reigns of the first seven Abbasid caliphs (132-218 AH/750-

832 AD).. Of primary importance to the present writer is the manner in



S9OUTAOXJ UXI}SEq pue TeIjusa)

1938udyTeD a4l

NYUHXAVN

NVISIFIS %




e
which individual provinces were ruled by the caliphal appointees, where
such eQidence is aVailable from the sources. Each province of the Em-
pire differed from the others and thus, for the purposes of this study,
four separate provinces of varying characteristics haQe beer chosen as
representative models: Iraq, Armenia, Jibal and Khurésén.1 A separate
section is devoted to each of these four provinces, which details these
differences and proVides an annotated chronology of the gerrnors and
other officials. In those sectjons will be treated the identification
of the proVinciaL governors, from what social ranks they were drawn, and
the periods of their tenure in oifice, as well as the political deVeLop-
ments as they occurred under each #rdividual. How much autonomy the
governor enjoyed vis-d-vis the central administration, as well as the
extent to which the various governors were subordinate to each other,

“also commands our attention.

SOURCES FOR EARLY “ABBASID PROVINCIAL HISTORY

A. Textual Sources

Any attempt to write a relatiVely complete account of the system of
provincial administration in the Islamic Empire during the first century
of ®Abbasid rule is bound to be frustrated by the search for evidence.
This is not to say that such a study is infeasible, but rather that it is
complicated by the need to search through a large body of mostly irrele-
vant material for pertinent information. Most of the early Arabic his-
torical, traditional (Bad?th) and biographical literature that has sur-
vived to the present day is concerned primarily with notice of the cen-

tral government and the caliphal court in particular. Other than the
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occasional mention of provincial governors and the other officials, the
sources rarely discuss events in areas outside of the capital. Only
when major insurrections, led by dissident Muslim groups in the outlying
territories or when border raids by peoples beyond the Empire, occurred
did the provinces gain the attention of the Arab historians. A Limited
number of local histories do, however, provide us with some useful infor-
mation not found in the larger general works. The textual sources, being
rather thin on provincial history, force one to consider other types of
evidence; e.g., numismatic material (see below).

Almost nothing remains of what can be considered primary textual ma-
terial, especially for the caliphal territories east of Syria under con-
sideration in this study. Papyri dating from the “Abbasid period do
exist, but they pertain only to Egypt and, to a much lesser extent, Sym’a2
The amount of paper work required to administer the vast cAbb;sid Empire
must have been very great indeed, yet no trace of those archives have
come to the attention of modern scholars. Much of the blame for tiis
situation has been placed on the Mongols, whose thorough destructiveness
Leveled many of the cities in the eastern part of the Empire. Not even
the capital city of Baghdad was spared this onslaught, although whole
sections of that once-glorious metropolis already lay in ruins before the
coming of the Mongols hastened the work of time. However, the changing
fortunes of the “Abbasid dynasty over the centuries contributed to the
difficulties inherent in preserving the records of the caliphal bureau-
cracy.3 Although the papyri which come from Egypt show that the admin-
istrative system of cAbbgsid Iraq had spread, the lack of contemporary

texts from the East make it necessary to turn to literary works as the



primary sources of information.4
The writings of historians contemporary with the period of this

study (132-218 AH/750-833 AD) have not survived in any degree of com-
pleteness. Identifiable fragments of historical works by authors who
Lived during the early cAbbssid era are very few. They are to be found
in the extant historical literature of later writers who utilized the
material of their predecessors, oten quoting them verbatim. Fortunately,
plagiarism was more of a virtue than a sin and the latter-day compiler
frequently named his sources. One of the most important of the early
“Abbasid historians was °ALT ibn Muhammad al-Mada'ini. Born in Bagrah in
135/752, he wrote several books concerning the history of the caliphs and
probably died in 235/850, although several other dates are given.5 His
most important work was the Kitab akhbar al-khulafa' al-kabir (The Great
Book of Accounts Concerning the Caliphs), which extended to the reign of
Mucta§$m (218-227/833-842) and was preserved by ]‘abar.i-.6 0f Mada'ini's
other historical writings, only the Kitab al-dawlah (Book of the Dynasty)
found its way into the works of several Llater authors.7 A rather suc-
cessful attempt has recently been made to gather a number of the extant
fragments of Mada’ini's caliphal history, together with a study of his
Life and writings.8 The importance of Mada'ini is that, as a contempor-

ary of the period of this present study, information gleaned from his
writings should be considered more authoritative than that of some of
the later historians.9 Aside from the fact that his writings exist only
as fragments of the original, Mada'ini remains a valuable source for

early ®Abbasid history.

The earliest complete historical text that has come to light is
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al-Tarlkh (The History) by Khalifah ibn Khayyat al-“Usfuri (d. 240/854).
This and another work by the same author have only recently been discov-
ered and edited. This author's early date alone makes his history an im-
portant source for this study, but the lists of provincial and other gov-
ernmental officials enumerated at the end of each caliph's reign fill in
many of the lacunae found in other sour‘ces.10 In some places Khalifah's
lists of governors of Ba§rah and their dates of appointment and dismissal
differ greatly from Iabar? and other sources. However, he lived in Bag-
rah most of his Life and had better access to correct accounts of the
city's history. Therefore, when the varijous sources do not agree on the
chronology of governors and other officials of Basrah, Khalifah is ac-
cepted as the more informed authority.

The next earliest complete historical texts available to modern
scholarship are those of writers one or two generations removed from
Mada'ini and “Usfuri. The Kitab al-ma®rifah wa-al-tarikh (The Book of
Knowledge and History) of Fasawi is one of the lesser known works dating
from the second half of the third Islamic century, during which period a
number of exceptional historians flourished. Yacqab ibn Sufygn al-
Fasawi was born in Fasg, Persia in 219/834. He traveled widely through-
out the Muslim worid, particularly in Egypt and Syria, and died in Basrah

in 277/890.11

His other works are known only through later writers.
Dhahabi (d. 748/1347) based some of his own history on Fasawi's ql-Tarikh
al-kabir (The Great History) and fragments of his biographical writings
survive in Bukhari's Tarikh (History). Fasawi's extant historical work
has long been available to scholars only in manuscript form, but a recent

12

edition has been published in Iraq. This book belongs to the genre of
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tabaqat literature, in that it contains whole sections of narrative his—
tory, followed by longer biographical descriptions detailing the lives of
eminent personalities of each generation. It is the material. preserved
in the biographies which makes Fasawi worthy of our attention, since
much of the chronological history can be found in more extensive writ-
ings.13

One of the most important historians of the 3rd/9th century is
Abmad ibn Yabyg al-Baladhuri (d. 279/892), who was in a position to pre-
serve much of Mada'ini's historical writings, since he was the latter's
student. Baladhuri's usefulness as a source for. Abbasid history lies
not so much in his Futuh al-buldan (Conquests of the Countries),14 but
in his Ansab al-ashraf (Genealngies of the Notables). ” The Ansab al-
ashraf is a huge work arranged somewhat like tabagat, in that it progres-
ses through generations of renowned Arab clans beginning with the family
of the Prophet. The section on the cAbbgsids is particularly valuable
because it contains some information not found in other sources, some of
which is derived from the lost works of Mada'ini. The sections concern-
ing distinguished personalities of other major families are also useful,
since the “Abbasid caliphs drew a number of provincial officials from
their ranks. Although Baladhuri is considered to be generally reliable
as an historical source, he does not always give the original texts in
full as has been believed, but tended rather to have made numerous
abridgements which, however, were still faithful to the original.16

Ahmad ibn Abi Yacqab aL-Yacqab? (d. 284/897) represents a different

historical tradition than most of the other early Abbasid historians.

He was an cAlid who grew up in Armenia and later was an official of the



Tgbirids in Khurgsgn.17 Atthough he rarely mentions his sources,
Yacqab?'s Tarikh 18 is valuable as a check on other historical traditions
and provides useful information about conditions in the northern and east-
ern parts of the cAbb;sid Empire. To a lesser extent, his geographical
work, Kitab al-buldan (The Book of the Countries)19 is informative on
topographical and financial aspects of some of the provinces. A gener-
ally good picture of early cAbstid Armenia can be realized when Yacqﬁbﬁ's

Tarikh is compared with and complemented by the work of Ibn AStham al-

If sheer volume alone were enough to rank the early Arab historians,
then Abu Ja‘far al-Tabari (225-311/839-923) would clearly tower above
most of his competitors. The value of his monolithic Tarikh al-rusul
wa-al-muluk (History of the Apostles and the Kings)21 cannot be under-
estimated, since it contains an almost unmanageable amount of material
set in a roughly annalist framework. Through Tabar?'s History, many of
the lost books by earlier historians have been preserved, albeit in
rather fragmentary condition. Among his sources were the Xitab aZ-fut&h
al-kabir wa-al-riddah (The Book of the Conquests and the Apostasy) by
Sayf ibn cUmar;22 al-Nawfali's Kitab al-akhbar (Book of Notices);23
several works by al-Haytham ibn cAd?, Kitab al-dawlah (Book of the Dy-
nasty), Kitab wulat aZ-kﬁf&h (Book of the Governors of Kﬁfah);‘and
Kitab “umal al-shurat li-umara’ al-°Irag Book of the Police Chiefs for
the Governors of Iraq);24 Ibn Shabbah's Akhbar ahl al-Basrah (Informa-

25 and the Tarikh Baghdad (History

tion Concerning the People of Basrah);
ot Baghdad) by Ibn Abi IEhir Iayfar.26 Because the work is a compilation

from many sources, its usefulness is somewhat diminished by the author's



habit of inserting every available version of a particular event into
the body of the narrative, thus disrupting its chronological continuity.
This work does contain some information about provincial offigcials that
is helpful, but such notices are very spotty or incomplete. Lists of
governors, gadis and members of the bureaucracy are found at the end of
each year up to the reign of Harun al-Rashid, but occur only occasion-
ally thereafter. Important events in the provinces are given much atten-
tion, particularly revolts and insurrections, if they have a direct bear-
ing on the stability of the central government. Despite these limita-
tions, reliance is placed on Iabar? to provide the basic chronological
narrative of the four provinces chosen for this study. Other sources
are referred to as needed to fill in the lacunae which do occur in
Iabar?'s work.27

As mentioned above, city and provincial histories by local writers
supplement the general chronologies and sometimes provide us with in-
formation possibly considered too trivial for inclusion by the univer-
sal historians. Some of these local histories may not have been avail-
able to Tabari and other authors, as most of them are either not extant
today or are found only in scattered fragments. It is doubtful that
they held much interest outside their immediate areas anc, therefore,
were not circulated widely. For the province of Irag a number of city
histories have been more or less preserved. Ibn Shabbah's work on Bag-
rah was utilized by Iabar?, as was the History of Baghdad by Ibn Abi
Ighir Ianyr (see above). Another work on Bagrah was written by al-SEj?,
Tarikh al-Bagrah (History of Bagrah), but only fragments were preserved

28

by Y;qat. Kufah was the subject of two later historjans, but even
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their works have not come down to us in their entirety. Ibn aL-Najj;r's
TarTkh al-Kufah (History of Kufah) was a source for quat in his biog-
raphical dictionary.29 A section of al-CAlawi's Fadl al-Kufah (Merit of
Kufah) is preserved in a lLate 5th/11th-century manuscript in Damascus,

30 The Tarixn Wasit (History of Wagit) of

but has not been edited.
Bahshal al-wgsig? is mostly a biographical dictionary of scholars of
wgsig, but does contain some interesting information of the early Abba-
sid period, since the author used Wahb ibn Baquah (155-239/772-853) as
one of his sources.3

There are no known local Arab histories for Armenia, but three
exist for Jibal: Abu al-Fadl al-Hamadhani's Tabaqat al-Hamadhaniyin
(Classes of the People of Hamadan), utilized by al-Khat7b al-Baghdadi; >
and the Xitab dhikr akhbar Isbahan (Remembrance of News of Isbahan) of
Abu Nucaym,33 both biographical works rather than actual narrative his=-
tories al=Qummi's Tarikh @umm, of which a section is extant in a Persian
translation made in 805/1402, is only marginally helpful since Qumm was

34 Khurasan received somewhat better treatment

not a provincial capital.
from early writers, the history of the province as a whole having been
recorded by al-Salami in two works: Tarikh Khurasan (History of Khura-
san) and Tarikh wulat Khurasan (History of the Governors of Khurasan),
neither of which has been fortunate enough to survive to the present
day.35 The city of Harat was the subject of Ibn Yasin al-@addgd's Tarikh
Hurat, which is preserved in a few scattered fragments,36 but the his-
tory of Marw was recorded by no less than three authors. Ahmad ibn

37 38 39

Sayyar, al-Sanji~" and Ibn Ma®dan”’ each wrote a Tarikh Mawr (History

of Marw), but all exist only in fragments. The centuries took a toll on
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these early works, especially in the East, where the Mongol devastation
turned countless libraries into ashes. Because the local histories
would not have had a wide circulation due to limited interest, the
chances of their transmission west of Syria were very slim. Most of
their partial remains have been preserved mainly by Later Syrian com-
pilers of history.

Later historians built upon various combinations of the works men-
tioned above. Most of these relatively more recent histories have found
their way into modern editions and are therefore available to the schol-
ar.40 The earliest recorded sources are the most desirable from the
modern researcher's view, but so Little remains of them that only where
they can definitely be identified as making up sections of later compil-
ations can they be put to use as authentic contemporary or near!y contem—
porary sources. Some of these contemporary writers were members of the
state bureaucracy and, as such, had access to the central governmental
archives. Even some of the later historians exercised this privilege
and thus preserved some of the otherwise lost CAbbasid records.41 Some
idea of the financial system in the provinces of the Empire can be
grasped by utilizing the several works on taxes called Kitab aZ-khar'sz.42
Although these works basically provide a theoretical overview of the tax
system, some specific information about provincial revenues is occasion—
ally given. The administrative practices exercised in the ®Abbasid bur-
eaucracy are recorded in books on specific officials or protocol. These
are helpful in eliciting information concerning the Lines of communica-

tion between Baghdad and the provincial capitals. Among this genre are

Jahshiyari's Kitab al- wuzara' wa-al-kuttab mentioned above and the Rusim
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dar al-khilafah (Ceremonies of the Caliphal Palace) by Hilal al-§5b?',43
both of which date from a later period, thus causing some doubt as to
the relevance of reported practice of the 4th=-5th/10th-11th centuries
with that of the early Abbasid period.

It is evident from the above that there is a more-than-ample amount
of raw material available for a serious study of Abbasid provincial
history. However, other types of historical evidence may be of consid-
erable use. Papyrus has been ruled out, at least as far as the eastern
parts of the Empire are concerned. The same holds true for epigraphic
eviagence, in that very Llittle remains from this period east of Syria.44

However, another type of historical evidence is extant in abundant quan-

tities, especially for the period and provinces covered in this study.

B. Numismatic Sources

0f the hundreds of thousands of Islamic coins which have been pre-
served to the present day in museums, libraries and private collections,
a large percentage are cAbbgsid from those parts of the Empire east of
Syria. Silver dirhams predominate, but gold dinars and copper fulus
also exist in large numbers. The technical aspects of Abbasid pro-
vincial coinage and mint distribution will be dealt with el.sewhere.45 It
is to the importance of coins as historical evidence that we will now
turn our attention.

Utilized with the textual sources, numismatic evidence can either
corroborate, disprove or supplement the written record. Very many
CAbbEsid coins, silver and copper in particular, were struck with the
ames of provincial governors, city prefects or other officials. Dir-

hams always show the place of mintage and the date; fulus often have
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either one or both. Therefore, those specimens with the most value as
historical evidence are ones with the governor's (or other official's)
name, the mint and the date. Since the coins in question are. undoubtedly
contemporary evidence; whereas, the textual sources are not, the infor-
mation provided by numismatic material takes precedence. Thus, numis=~
matic evidence is corroborative when the name of a2 governor—mentioned
in Iabar?, for example—as having been appointed to a particular pro-
vince in a specific year, is found on coins from one or more of the
mints of that province and with the matching date. If any one of ihese
three criteria-—name, mint or date——is not in agreement, then it is
assumed that the author of the written record received and transmitted
faulty information. The numismatic evidence is most valuable where it
can supplement the textual sources and eliminate lacunae in the chron-
ology of provincial governors. A good example of this is at the end of
Harun al-Rashid's reign, where Iabar? merely lists the governors of the
major cities and provinces without giving the dates of their tenure in
office..46 A few names had been mentioned earlier in the ongoing narra-
tive of Harun's caliphate, but the majority are only known from the Llist
of names. A careful study of the coins of this period elucidates a num-
ber of these names, allowing for a more complete record nf the length of
each governor's tenure. During the reigns of Amin and Ma'man, when men-
tion of provincial officials in the texts becomes even less freguent,
morc reliance is placed on the available numismatic source materiaL.4?

Other than the three important items of information found on coins
(name, mint, date), other aspects of their design are helpful. These

take the form of words, letters, dots, stars and other symbols and pat-
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terns of annulets, or small circles, on one or the other side of the
coin. Indeed, changes in the patterns of annulets on Umayyad dirhams of
Bagrah, Kufah and Wasit have been shown to coincide with the appointment
and dismissal of the governors in Iraq.48 Indications are that the same
does not generally hold true for dirhams struck during the early “Abbasid
period.l'9 Meaningful explanations for the various words, letters and
symbols on cAbstid coins are more difficult to arrive at, but some of
these seem to indicate provincial officials' names, perhaps of those in-
dividuals connected with mint operations. A detailed discussion of the
problems presented by these different markings can be found in the sec-
tion dealing with provincial coinage.

The source material for a study of cAbbgsid provincial administra-
tion appears to be substantial. No contemporary written evidence sur-
vives, except where specific official correspondence and financial rec-
ords have been preserved in the literary sources. In lieu of archives
must be substituted numismatic evidence, which is the only extant his-
torical record for the eastern section of the Empire remaining to us
from that period. Used side by side, the textual and numismatic sources
provide sufficient evidence to enable several hypotheses to be formu-
lated. At first, the Abbasid caliphs trusted the most important pro-
vinces to members of their own familv, but finding their relatives be=-
coming a threat to their position, they reduced them to minor posts or
eliminated them altogether. Governorships on the frontiers, Armenia and
Khurasan in particular, were, more often than not, placed in the hands
of military leaders whose primary function was to guard the borders of

the Empire against foreign invaders and to control the large non-Muslim
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populations in their territories. Eventually, many provincial posts,
including that of governor, were given to mawalZl, who were trusted by
the caliph much more than either his own family or members of the power-
ful Arab tribes because they were bound to no one but the caliph himself.
In most cases, the caliph kept a close watch on provincial affairs and a
governor who attempted to exercise an independent course of action was
usually branded a rebel and dealt with accordingly. This was true until
the end of Harcn al-Rashid's reign, after which the semi-autonomous rep-
resentative of the caliph in a large amalgamation of territories became
an hereditary ruler of sorts. During this period of 86/83 years, the
makeup of provincial administration and bureaucracy did not remain
static. The system of government in the various regions of the caliphate
was slowly evolving, sometimes changed by attempts to meet day-to-day
exigencies, more often to provide for the needs and expectations of the
central government. In Part One of the following study the chronologi-
cal history of each of the four provinces under consideration is dealt
with in detail. Particular attention is given to the familial or ethnic
background of the governors, as well as important events in those ter-
ritories which affected Local and central governmental policies. Part
Two examines in detail the roles of the more important provincial offi-
cials: the governor, the heads of tax collection, police, post and
military affairs, and the system of provincial coinage during this per-

iod.
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CHAPTER 1I1I
PART I: THE PROVINCE OF IRAQ

Iraq1 is unique among the many provinces of the ‘Abbasid Empire for
several reasons. From the overthrow of the Umayyads in 132/749 to the
demise of the Abbasids in 656/1258 at the hands of Hil3gli, Iraq remained
the administrative center of the Empire. To remain in the former Umayyad
capital of Damascus would have been anathema to the CAbbasids. Alter-
natively, had the new ruling family decided to conduct the affairs of
the Empire from Khurgsgn, the source of their military power, they may
nave found their western territories rapidly becoming alienated from the
eastern half of their realm. 1Iraq seemed to be the area from which the
entire Empire could be most effectively administered. It was ideally
situated between the eastern and western halves of the Caliphate and had
a strong economy based on the rich agricultural production of its Lland,
which generated large amounts of tax revenues.2 Politically, Irag was a
more favorable area for the location of the CAbbasid capital than was
Syria. In the Iraqi cities, particularly in Kﬁfah, the careful prepara-
tions for revolution had been secretly nurtured during the last years of
Umayyad power.3 Once the gains of the revolution were consolidated and
the new régime established on the throne, Irag becaine the natural choice
as the central cAbstid province and the seat of the imperial capital:
eventually Madinat al-Salam (Baghdad).‘ Besides the prestige of contain-
ing the capital city under the cAbbgsids, Iraq differed from other pro-

vinces in having two governorates, Basrah and Kafah,5 each with its own
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sphere of influence.

From the time they were founded during the initial Arab conquests
of Sassanid Mesopotamia, the two cities remained important centers, first
of military concentration, later of commercial and cultural interests.
The two governorates were consolidated together when the Umayyads at-
tempted to control the unruly populace of Irag by appointing a single,
strong military governor for the entire province.6 Later, in a few in-
stances, two governors were assigned to Iraq: one for Kufah and sti;,
the other for Basrah. After the successful CAbbasid revolution, SaffEb
appointed a governor to each city and its district. This arrangement
remained in effect with a practically unbroken succession of governors
until the turmoil of the civil war between Amin and Ma'mun (195-198/
811-813) resulted in the latter placing the entire province under & sin-

gle governor.

A. The Basrah Governorate

The governor of Basrah was responsible for administering not only
the city and its environs, but many scattered districts and areas far
from his provincial capital. The list of appurtenances attached to
Ba§rah varied greatly during the early CAbbasid period and depended on

Camil. During

which territories the caliph placed in the hands of his
Saffsb's time the governorate was an immense agglomeration of geographi-
cal entities. Thus, in 133/751 and 134/752, to Basrah were attached the
Kuwar Dijlah (Tigris districts), Bahrayn, cUmSn, the carq (cultivated
land around Basrah) and Mihrianqadhaq.? Late in Mangﬁr's caliphate

(156/772), the governor of Basrah was given charge of the districts,

colonies and countryside cf the city itself, but those are not enumer-
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ated.8 Presumably, they were very much the same places given under
Saffgb, but in the very next year (157/773) Bahrayn is mentioned as hav-
ing had over it a separate governor.9 During the period in which Mahd3
was caliph (158-169/775-785, other duties and territories came under the
jurisdiction of Ba§rah's governor, in addition to the Kuwar Dijlah,
Bahrayn and “Uman. In 160/776 these included control of the urban
militia (ahdath) and isolated prefectures (°mal al-mufradah} of Bagrah,

10 The two last-named places would seem un-

as well as Ahwaz and Fars.
Likely to be parts of the Bagrah territories, since they were themselves
provinces. A clarification of this point is presented under the lists
for 163/779 and 164/780 when, in addition to the other districts named
for 160, are given the furag (the coastal ports), the districts (kwwar)

n This indicates that not all of the territory

of Ahwaz and of Fars.
of both Ahwaz and Fars came under the control of Bagrah, but only those
ports (furad) and the coastal areas of Ahwaz and Fars on the northern
shores of the Bahr Fars (Persian Gulf) were attached to this governorate.
Then the size of the Ba§rah administrative unit was greatly contracted
during 165-167/781-783, as the Camil was given only the city and its
immediate area. The Kuwar Dijlah, Bahrayn, cUmsn, Kaskar, the districts
of Ahwaz and Fgrs, Kirmgn, and the isolated prefectures of Basrah were
all removed from the control of the governor of Bagrah and put under a

12

separate official, whose seat of governnent is not indicated. This

situation did not last very long, however, for in 170/786, the depend-
encies of Basrah are listed as Bahrayn, cUmgn, Yamgmah, the ports (furad),

13

and the districts of Ahwaz and Fars. No enumeration of lands attached

to Ba§rah is given again until the reign of Ma'mun when, in 206/821,
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the governor of Bagrah is also given control of the Kuwar Dijlah, Yemen
and Bar_wayn.14

The districts controlled by the governor of Basrah were altered on
occasion as a matter of necessity. By increasing or decreasing the ex-
tent of territory under the governor's control, the caliph had a means
of Limiting the power of his subordinate. The camiZ was often required
to leave his capital and undertake military expeditions against elements
hostile to the CAbbasid régime. Sometimes the caliph would charge him
with carrying out a municipal building project or Leading the pilgrimage
(hajj) for a particular year. From the beginning of Abbasid rule in
Iraq, Bagrah was a very important part of the Empire's central domains.
As with most of the important governmental posts, it was entrusted early

to a member of the ruling family, but not before passing through the

hands of two prominent tribal Leaders.

1. The first SAbbasid governor of Basrah was Sufyan ibn Muc§wiyah
ibn Yazid al-Muhallabi (Azd-Yaman), who was appointed by the Abbasid
revolutionary leader, Abu Salamah on behalf of Saffah in 132/749-750.15
Prior to his appointment, Sufygn had been a rather controversial figure
in Basrah, having incurred the animosity of Salm ibn Qutaybah, the last
Umayyad governor. About Safar 132 (September-October 749), Abu Salamah
urged Sufyan to tzke control of Basrah for the movement. The latter
hesitated until a number of the leading Arab tribes in the city began to
align themselves with some supporting the Umayyads and others supporting
the cAbbEsids. Then Sunyn attempted to use force to oust Salm, but he
was defeated and Salm remained in Basrah until he received news of the

death of Yazid ibn cUmar ibn Hubayrah, the last Umayyad governor of all
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Iraq, who had been murdered at the instigation of Abu Muslim after he
had surrendered wssig.16“,SaLm then withdraw and Abu Salamah appointed
SufySn to govern Basrah in the name of the “Abbasid famity.17. Before
the end of the year, however, Saffgb replaced him,18 although he had

given Sufyan the estate of Muhallaban in Ba§rah.19

2. Abu Ja“far Umar ibn Hafs ibn “Uthman ibn Qabisah ibn Abu Safrah

20

Hazarmard al-CAtik7 (Azd-Yaman) . (132-133/750~751\ No details concern=-

ing his first tenure have come to light.

3. Sulayman ibn CALT ibn CAbd ALl3h al-CAbbasT (133-137/751-755) 2]

SuLaymgn was an effective administrator, and the records show he took
his position seriously. Among his various achievements while in office
were the enlargement of the governor's residence, building a dam and the
Nahr Sulaymgn ibn cAl? canal, improving the water supply of the city,
and draining a nearby swamp.22 Many Umayyads remained in Basrah after
their fall from power and SuLaymSn allowed them to live there in peace

23

and security. In 134/751-752, Sulayman sent the great revolutionary

general, Khazim ibn Khuzaymah, to put down a revolt by the Kharijites in

24 25

Uman. Sulayman had the privilege of teading the hajj in 135/753,

and before Saffsb died (136/754), he granted him an estate called

26 When Sulayman's brother, ®Abd ALL3h ibn cAL?, the governor

cAbbESSn.
of Syria, revolted against Man§ar's succession, met defeat, and fled to
him in Basrah (Jumada II 137/November 754), Sulayman lost favor with the

2r 28 but not before he

caliph, He was dismissed that same year (137),
attempted to reconcile his brother with the caliph by writing the latter,
asking for a pardon on ®Abd Allah's behaLf.29 Sulayman was never to

occupy an important post again. He died in 141/758 or 142/759, probably
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at his estate of cAbb;sgn.30

4, SufySn ibn Mucgwiyah (Azd-Yaman); second appointment (137-138/

3.

755-756). He arrived in Basrah in Ramaggn 137 (March 755). If Sulay-

man ibn AL did not depart Basrah until some two or three months later‘,}2
the situation in that city must have been rather unsettled during this
period. According to Iabar?, who records these events under the year
139/756-757, Han§ar had ordered Sufygn to have Sulayman and ®Isa ibn

“AlS bring their brother, Abd ALLSh, to the caliph, who promptly im-
prisoned him.33 Sufygn again did not exercise his position as governor

for long, but was dismissed in 138/?56.34

5. ®Umar ibn Hafs (Azd-Yaman); second appointment (138-140/756-758).
Other than saying he was appointed and dismissed in these years, Khalifah

ibn Khayysg gives no details.35

6. ®Abd al-°Az7z ibn ®Abd al-Rahman al-Azd7 (Yaman) (140-[14121/

36

758-C75921). Numismatic evidence confirms that he was in office at

least part of 140/758.>'

7. Sawwar ibn ®Abd Allah ibn Qudamah ibn “Anzah al-Tamimi al-CAnbari
(Mudar) (141-142/759-760). Sawwar was already the prestigious q&@g of
Bagrah, who also controlled the galat and maumah (the ordinary police)
when a slave revolt broke out in the city. He was given control of the
shurtah and had the rebellious slaves put to death.38 Mangar united the
posts of q&d? and ®amil in the person of Sawwgr, perhaps hoping that
such a concentration of power might enable him to control unruly ele-
ments more effectively, but this arrangement lasted only for a short

time. He was dismissed from the governorship in 142/760, but continued
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in the position of chief q&@? of Basrah, with the exception of one short

interval, until his death in 156/773.5°

8. CUmar ibn Hafs (Azd-Yaman); third appointment (142-143/760-?61).40
He was soon replaced and then appointed governor of Sind in 143/761.41
He was later made governor of Ifr?q?yah in 151/768 and was killed during

a major Xharijite revolt in 153/770.42

9. Abu Jamal “Isa ibn “Amr al-Saksaki (Yaman)(143/761). Khal7fah
ibn Khayysg only mentions that this person was appointed governor by

Mangar and dismissed in the same year.43

10. IsmaSil ibn SALT ibn SAbd AlLah al-CAbbasi (143/760).%* He ap-

pointed a temporary successor (Khalifah) and left after only a short

period in office.®® TsmaCTl died in 147/764.%¢

A fals struck in Basrah,
dated 143, has his name inscribed on it, thus supporting the textual

evidence.4?

11. Muhammad ibn Sulayman ibn SALT al-“Abbasi (143-[1441/760-L7611).
Left in control of Basrah by Isma“il ibn cAL1’, when the latter departed
his office, Muhammad was dismissed by the caliph after a relatively short
term as governor.48

12. Sufyan ibn Mucgwiyah (Azd-Yaman); third appointment (144-145/

49 While he was governor this time, it seems that Sufyan went

761-762).
to meet with Mangﬁr (at Anbar ?) and left his son, al=-Mughirah ibn
SufySn, in charge of affairs at Bagrah.50 Shortly after Sufysn returned,
the revolt of Ibrahim ibn “Abd Allah broke out (1 Ramagan 145/November
23, 762).51 Ibrahim was the brother of Muhammad ibn Abd Allah al-Nafs

al-Zakiyah, who had raised a dangerous CAlid revolt against CAbbasid
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rule in Medina, beginning on 1 Rajab (September 25) of the same year.
Muhammad had been easily overcome and killed, but Ibrahim's revolt lasted
much longer and covered more territory than that of his brothér.52 Suf=-
y;n was either intimidated by Ibrahim's support in Basrah or was sympa-
thetic to his cause, since he offered no resistance to the Calid take-
over of the city. Sufyan's chief of police (§a@ib aZ—shur?ah), Jabir
ibn ﬁammgd,was warned of the impending crisis, but the governor was un=-
moved and did nothing.53 Ibrahim took a number of his followers.and
came to the governor's mansion (dar al-imarah), wherein Sufyan waited,
and they entered without a struggle.54 Iabar? says that Sufygn was in
his house with a number of his son's family when Ibrahim arrived, accom-
panied by his confederates. Sufygn asked for safe conduct for everyone
in the building, which was granted by Ibrahim. But when they were let
in, Ibrahim released all except Sufygn, who was then imprisoned in the
citadeL.55 Ibrahim remained in Bagrah from Ramaggn to Shawwal 145
(November~December 762), meanwhile sending forces into the neighboring
provinces.56 Eventually, his revolt covered Ahwaz, Fars, Wasit, Mada'in,
Kaskar and the Sawsd, as well as Ba§rah.57 In Shawwal (December),
Ibrahim Lleft Basrah for Kufah and put his son Hasan in charge of the
city.58 Hasan's control of Basrah lasted only until news of his fath-
er's death on 25 Dhu al-Qa®dah 145 (February 14, 763) reached him, at
which time Sulayman ibn Mujahid {cr Mujalid), a mawla of the Banu Du-
baycah, wrested the city away from him.s9

Sulaymgn was charged by Man§ar to take control of Basrah and it
seems that he was able to accomplish this task to some extent between

Dhu al-Qadah and Dhu al-Hijjah 145 (January-February 763).60 Meanwhile,
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Numaylah ibn Murrah had released Sufysn from prison and he was granted
safe conduct to Mangar's army. However, the caliph never trusted him
again after learning of SufySn's part in Ibrahim's revol.t.61 _He is not

mentioned in the sources after these events.

13. Ja“far ibn Sulayman ibn CALT al-CAbbasT (145-146/763). Mansur
appointed him sometime in Dhu al-Hijjah 145 (February-March 763) and
sent him a diploma of office.62 At practically the same time, Man§ﬁr
also issued a diploma of appointment to Salm ibn Qutaybah to govern Bas-
rah. Ja®far maintained that his writ had been issued before Salm's and
that he had entered the city as an am'iz'.63 He only exercised his author-

ity for about one month, however, before giving way to Salm.64

14. Salm ibn Qutaybah ibn Muslim al-Bahil3 (Mudar) (145-146/763-

764) .93

He was a strong military leader who had been sent from Rayy to
help contain and extinguish Ibrahim's revolt. Once in office, Salm
tended to exercise moderate control over the populace and did not carry
out Man§ar's order to demolish the houses and destroy the palm trees of
those who had joined in the rebellion. For this he was summarily dis-
missed by the caliph after serving only a few months.66 He must have

returned to Rayy soon after, since we find him there in 147/?64.67 He

later died in Rayy in 149/766.%8

15. Muhammad ibn Sulayman ibn °AlT (cAbb;s?); second appointment.
(146-147/763-764). He seems to have been governor for only a short time
- o

and then was replaced by Mansur's nephew.é'

16. Abu Jafar Muhammad ibn Abu al-SAbbas al-Safbe al-SAbbasi

70

(147/764), The people of Bagrah nicknamed him Abu al-Dibs (Father of
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Honey), possibly out of affection for him, but he does not seem to have
wished to remain at his duties. He asked to resign from the position
and Man§ar consented. No sooner had Muhammad returned to Baghdad than

. . . 71
he died under mysterious circumstances.

17. “Ugbah ibn Salm ibn Nafi® al-Huna'l (Azd-Yaman) (147-151/764-
768).72 When Muhammad ibn Abu Ja“far resigned, he appointed CUgbah as
his successor, with Mangar's appr’oval.73 In 151/768, when the caliph
sent him on a military expedition to Bahrayn, chbah left his son Nafi®

to administer Bagrah in his absence. When chbah returned, he was dis-

. . - S £
missed, but the sources give no reason for Mansur's decision.

18. Jabir ibn Tawbah al-Kilabi (Mudar)(151-152/768-769). Other
than stating that J3bir was appointed in 151/768 and dismissed in 152/
769, details of his period in office are not mentioned by the Arab his-

. 75
torians.

19. Yazid ibn al-Mansur al-Himyari al-CAbbasT (152-153/769-770).
There is some dispute among the sources as to how long he was in office,.
Khalifah ibn Khayygg says he was appointed in 152/769, but Llasted only
one month before being dismﬁssed.76 Whereas, Iabar? agrees with the
date of his appointment, he shows him still in office in 153/770, and
then quotes ngid? as saying that Yazid was Mangar's wall of the Yemen

" e Later held posts in the Sawad of Kufah and in

8

in that year (153),

Yemen a second time, and died either in 165/781-782 or 167/783—784.7

20. ®Isa ibn CAmr (Yaman); second appointment (152/769). Accord-

ing to Xhalifah ibn Khayygg, he was appointed governor of Ba§rah for a

second time after Yazid ibn aL-MangGr had served only one month.79 It
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is Llikely that his position was that of acting governor for a short per-
iod, perhaps while Yazid was absent from the city. He may also have
filled the office during the transition period between Yazid and the

next governor.

21. cAbd al-Malik ibn Ayyab ibn ;ubysn aL-Numayr? (Qays-Mugar)(153-
155/770-772). The year of his appointment is uhcertain. Iabar? gives
154/771 as his first year as governor, but the chronology of the preced-
ing official causes some doubt.80 Khalifah's statement that he was ap-
pointed in 15.. is due to a gap in the manuscript.s1 ALl are agreed

that he was dismissed in 155/772.82

22(a). Haytham ibn MuCawiyah al-CAtiki al-Azd7 (Yaman)(155-156/
772-773). During the period of 155 to 158/772 to 775, the responsibil-
ities and powers of governor were shared among several people. Haytham
was appointed in 155/772 and joined in office with sa®7d ibn DacLij. In
that same year, Man§ar ordered Haytham to construct walls around Basrah
and a moat outside of the walls, all to be financed with the public rev-
enues.83 It is interesting that Mangar would appoint representatives of
the two main Arab tribal groups tc share the governmental powers in Bas-
rah. Haytham was from the Azd, a clan of the Yaman, while sa®id was of
the Tam?m, a Mudar clan; and these two were historically hostile to one
another.84 Perhaps Man§ar hoped to lesseri the tribal factionalism in
Basrah by allowing members of the major groups to share in the govern-
ment of the city. In 156/773, Haytham captured CAmr ibn Shaddsd, who
had been Ibrahim ibn CAbd Allah's Samil of Fars, and had him crucified
in Ba§rah.85 He was dismissed later that same year and died in Baghdad.

The caliph himself said the funeral prayers over him and had him buried
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in the Banu Hashim cemetery.86

22(b). Sa®Td ibn Dalij al-Tamim3 (Mudar) (155-159/772-776). At
first he shared his position with Haytham ibn Mc°5wiyah until.156/?73;
then he was placed in charge of the shurtah, ahdﬁth (urban militial,
jawall (tax collected from emigrants), and §adaqat (alms) of Ba§rah.87
When the chief gadi of the city, Sawwar ibn ®Abd Allah, died in Dhu
al-fijjah 156 (November 773), sa®id pronounced the funeral prayers over
hin.3 ke was appointed governor of Bahrayn in 157/774 after Ja®far ibn
Sulayman did not go to take up the post. 5aTd himself did not go to
Bahrayn, but sent his son, Tamin, to govern there.89 He is still men-
tioned as having had control of the abd&th in 158/775 and “Umarah ibn
Hamzah ibn Mu§cab ibn al-Zubayr was head of the diwan al-kharai (tax
office) of Bagrah at the same time. Iabar? also mentions a severe
plague as having occurred this year,90 Although it appears that sa‘id
had control of the a@d&th taken from him some time during 158, he still
functioned in some official capacity until being dismissed by Mahdi in

91 He died during the caliphate of Mahdi while governor of

159/776.
Sijistan.92 A fragment of CUmar ibn Shabbah's Akhbar al-Basrah, pre-

served by Ibn Khallikgn, mentions that Sa®id was in correspondence Wwith
the contemporary littérateur and poet of Baghdad, Abu Dulamah, while he

was in charge of the ahdath of Bagrah and the latter addressed some

verses to him.93

22(c) Sawwar ibn Abd Allah (Mudar); second appointment (155-156/
772-773). He was the chief gadil of Bagrah for a number of years.”* When

Haytham was dismissed in 156/773, Sawwar was also placed in charge of
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5

the §a25t,9 the offices of gad? and sahib al-salat having been joined

together by Man§ar. He died at the end of Dhu al-ﬁijjah 156 (November
773) and was succeeded by cUbayd Allah ibn aL-l:Iasan.96

22(d). “Ubayd Allah ibn al-Hasan ibn al-Husayn ibn Malik al-“Anbari

(Tam?m/Mudar)(156-159/773—776). When Sawwar died in 156/773, cUbayd

Allah was appointed by Mansur to control the saZ&t.97 He was made chief

qadi in 157/774 and both posts were joined together under his direction.98

CUbayd Allah continued in these offices until 159/776, but then was re-
lieved of his salat responsibilities, yet continued as chief gadi until

99 100

166/782-783. He died in 168/784-785.

23. ®Abd al-Malik ibn Ayyab (Qays/Mudar); second appointment (159-
160/776=777). The offices of qadi, ahdath and salat were given to CAbd

101 Mahdi wrote to cAbd al-

al-Malik when he was appointed in 159/776.
Malik admonishing him to do justice for any citizen of Basrah who com-
plained of wrongdoing at the hands of sa®7d ibn Daclij. He was then
relieved of his charge over the a@dﬁth, which was given to “Umarah ibn
Hamzah who, in turn, appointed a local Basran by the name of al-Miswar
ibn “Abd ALLah ibn Muslim al-Bahili (cousin of Salm ibn Qutaybah) to

102

the post. CAbd al-Malik was given free control of the salat, but

®Umarah was then ptaced over the neighboring districts of the Tigris

103

(Kuwar Dijlah), Ahwaz and Fars. In 160/777, Mahd7 wrote to CAbd al-

Malik, informing him of his dismissal and his successor's appointment

104
as governor.,

24. Muhammad ibn Sulayman (cAbbgs?); third appointment (160-164/
777-781). When he became governor of Basrah for a third time, Muhammad

was given wide-ranging controls in his territory. Besides being made
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wall and having charge of the ahdath, he had the isolated prefectures of

the city (a®mal al-mufradah), the Kuwar Dijlah, Bahrayn cUmsn, Ahwaz and

105

Fars under his jurisdiction. To these were added control of the ports

106

(furaé) in 163/780. Mahdi ordered the Friday mosque of Basrah to be

enlarged and, in 161/778, Mubammad was put in charge of that project.107

108

Mahdi also had houses added onto the mosque at this time, 0f his

tenure as governor, very little is related of Muhammad's activities. He

did provide for religious endowments in Basrah and, at one time, was

109

confronted with a rebellion of his slaves. In 164/781 he was dis-

missed from all his offices.110

25. Salih ibn Da'ud (mawla)(164-165/781-782). There is some con-
fusicn in the sources as to his identity. Iabar? refers to him as Sglib
ibn Da'ud ibn ALY in one place111 and as $alih ibn Da'ud ibn Iuhmgn in
another.112 Pellat follows this and refers to Ibn Hazm's Jamharah.113
However, Khalifah ibn Khayy3§ states that §§Lib was a mawla of the Banu
Sutaym.114 When Mahdi appointed him over the §aZ&t, aﬁdEth and fﬂra@ of
Bagrah, as well as the Kuwar Dijlah, Ahwsz, F5rs, Bahrayn and cUmsn, he
sent along cigim ibn Musa al-Khurasani the katib to take charge of the

115

kharaj of those territories. He also ordered §§Lib to take ﬂammgd

ibn Musa and cUbayd Allah ibn cUmar, the successive katibs of Muhammad
ibn SuLaymSn, and their deputies and show that they had acted in bad

faith while in office. 0

For some unknown reason, §3Lib departed from
his territory and Left his own mawla, Abu Mqutit, in charge of govern-
mental affairs.11? He was dismissed from his position in 165/782 and

nothing more is heard of him.118

26, Abu H;tim Rab ibn ﬂgtim ibn Qabigah ibn al-Muhallab (Azd-Yaman)
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(165-167/782-784). Rab held a number of posts under both MangGr and
Mahdi. The latter appointed him Camil of the a@dﬁth and salat of Basrah

in 165/782, but entrusted the Kuwar Dijlah, Ahwgz, Fgrs, Bahrayn, cUm5n,

Kaskar and Kirman to his (Mahdi's) mawla by the name of Macal.'v?.119 This

arrangement continued through 166/783, a year which found Rag's son Da'ud
becoming a Zind?q (i.e., one professing heretical views similar to the

earlier Manicheans). Da'ud's conversion did not endear him to his fath-

120

er, who reproached him and ordered his punishment. A severe plague

spread through Bagrah and Baghdad in 167/784, but Rab was probably gone
by this time.121 A careful examination of the sources shows that, when
the death of the powerful rival for the caliphal succession, Isa ibn

Musa ibn Muhammad, occurred in Kufah (26 Dhu al-Hijjah 167/July 20, 784),

122

Rah was already governor of that city. He was later sent as governor

of Ifriqiyah, died in Qayrawan on 19 Ramadan 174 (February 3, 791), and

was buried in the tomb of his brother Yazid, the governor there before
him.123

27. Mubammad ibn Sulayman (cAbbss?); fourth appointment (167-173/

784-789). Muhammad's last and longest governorship of Basrah began in

167/784, when he was given control of both the a@dath and gaZEt.124 He

was in charge of the hajj of 169/786, accompanied by Caliph H;d?.125 In

169-170/786~787, the caliph sent him to suppress the Kharajite revolt in

126 ptter the death of Had] (15 Rabic

the Hijaz led by Husayn ibn AL,
I 170/September 14, 786), Harun al=-Rashid confirmed him in his position,
which by then had included the office of Camil over Basrah and its ports
(Fars, Ahwaz, Yamanah, Bahrayn and cUmgn).127 Muhammad remained governor

of Bagrah and its territories until his death in that city at the age of
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51 ended his long career in the service of his family (28 Jumada II 173/

128

November 22, 789). That he also had found the time and means to en-

rich himself is apparent from the report that, after his demise, Harun

sent a group of men down to Ba§rah to cart away all the wealth Muhammad

had amassed while in office, which amounted to 60 million dirhams!129

28. Sulayman ibn Abu Ja®far al-Mansur al-CAbbasi (173-174/789-790).

Upon the death of Muhammad ibn Sulaymgn, Harun appointed Sulayman to the

130 He was a son

131

governorship, presumably in Rajab 173 (December 789).
of Caliph Mansur and Fatimah bint Talhah ibn Ubayd Allah al-Tamimi,
and must have been a good choice as far as the Banu Tamim of Bagrah were
concerned, as his family connections could have been a major influence

in Basrah/Baghdad relations. SuLaymEn did not remain long in this post,
however, as he was transferred to the Jazirah in 174/790, and we find

him Leading the annual summer expedition (§5'ifhh) against the Byzantines

in that year.132

29. Tsa ibn Ja®far ibn Abu Ja®far al-Mansur al-CAbbasi (174=[17573/
790-[79120D. Khalifah ibn Khayygg states that he was governor of Bagrah
from the end of 174 (April-May 791), but if it is true that his prede-
cessor was leading the summer raids that year, it would mean that he had

133 Early in 174

vacated the office by §afar or Rabi® I (June=July 790).
(mid-790) seems to be the more reasonable date for the beginning of

“Isa's governorate. Nevertheless, he departed from the city after 2
short while in office and, in late 174 or early 175 (April=June 791),

deputized al=Muhallab ibn al-Mugh?rah to handle affairs in his absencej34

This must not have met with the approval of Harun because Khuzaymah ibn
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Khazim appeared in the city and led the people in the Friday prayers and

135 Shortly after-

36

claimed a diploma of appointment to the governorship.
ward, “Isa was officially dismissed, probably during 175/791-?92.1
“Isa was in Basrah long enough to accomplish a task set before him by
ngan, which was to incorporate the official gubernatorial residence
into the mosque complex. It was said that this mansion of ‘Tsa's stood

near the spot where the first baths in the city were located.137

30. Ja“far ibn Sulayman ibn ALY (cAbbgs?); second appointment (175-
176/791-792 ?). The sources do not mention any dates for his tenturs,
nor are any details given concerning his actions as governor.138 Kha-
Lifah merely says that he succeeded “Isa ibn Ja®far and was, in turn,

followed by his son, Sulaymgn.139

31. Sulayman ibn Jafar ibn Sulayman ibn SAl7 ibn SAbd AlLl3h al-
“AbbasT (176-177/792-793 2). Only Khalifah ibn Khayy3t states that he

was a governor of Basrah during this period, placing him some time be-
tween 174/790 and 178/79%, the most Likely date being 177/793.140

32. Abu Fagl Jafar ibn Abu Ja‘far al-Mansur al-Asghar al-Kurdiyah
al-®AbbasT ([17721-178/[79321-794). Not to be confused with his older
brother of the same name (Jafar ibn Abu Ja‘far al-Akbar), this Ja®far

was appointed most Llikely in 177/793 by Harun and was dismissed in 178/

141

794, No other details of his tenure are known, but he died in 186/

8p2. 142

33. “Abd al-Samad ibn AL ibn “Abd All3h al-CAbbasi (178/794-795),

This old veteran of the CAbbasid revolution was appointed governor of

Basrah in 178/794 after having served his family in many capacities.143
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He Left the city in Shawwal 178 (January 795) and appointed Malik ibn
®Al7 al-Khuza®7 to take his place. However, the latter was replaced at

the end of Dhy al-Hijjah 178 (March 795,144

34, Isbsq ibn Sulayman (al-Hashimi) ibn °ALT ibn “Abd Allah al-
AbbasT (178-179/795-796). After being dismissed as governor of Egypt
in 178/794-795, Isbgq was appointed to the post vacated by Abd al-gamad

145

late in that same year (March 795). His tenure lasted only for one

year or less, since he was removed from the Basrah office after Ramaggn

of 179 (December 795).146

35. Sulayman ibn Ja“far ibn Abu Ja®far al-Mansur al-°Abbasi (179/
795). Khalifah ibn Khayygg states only that he was appointed governor
in 179 and it is possible that he confused this name with that of the

governor in 173-174/789-790. 147

36. “Tsa ibn Ja‘far (cAbbSS?); second appointment; dates uncertain,
but possibly 179-180/795-796. According to Khalifah, “Isa was made gov-
ernor for a second time after Sulaymgn ibn Ja®far was dismissed. He
goes on to say that, once again, “Isa departed from Bagrah, leaving al-
Mubhallab ibn al-Mugh?rah in charge. But then ®Isa dismissed Muhallab
and appointed Muhammad ibn Zuhayr al-Ghamidi as his deputy. Eventually—
and Khalifah gives no date—CIsa himself was removed from his position

148

by Harun. This must have been in 180/796 because he was appointed to

Khurasan in that year, and later to Tabaristan where he died at Daskarah

in 192/808 attempting to rendezvous with ngﬁn.149

37. al-Hasan (al-Husayn ?) ibn Jamil, mawla of Harun al-Rashid

(180-191/796-807 ?). The date for the beginning of his tenure as gov-
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ernor is uncertain as is his first name. Iabari calls him ﬂasan and

places his governorship between that of ®Isa ibn Ja®far and Ishsq ibn

cf55.150 Khalifah ibn Khayy3§ also places his appointment between those

151

two men, but gives Husayn as his name. In 191/807 he was placed over

the §aZ&t and kharaj of Egypt when al-Khugsayb ibn €abd al-Humayd was

dismissed.152

This must have followed his removal from Basrah. Other
available evidence demonstrates the possibility that Hasan may have been
moving from province to province during this period (180-191) gathering
information for the caliph. He may have been only an acting governor
when he was present in Basrah, or deputies may have been appointed in
his absence whose names are not extant. In 182/798, Hasan was acting

153 He may also be the Hasan

governor of Mosul for Harthamah ibn Acyan.
or Husayn ibn al-Jansb, described as a mawla or Harun aL-Rash?d, whose
name is found on fﬂlus of Jayy (a precinct of I§bah§n), dated 181 and

154

191. Another possible identification for this person is Husayn, the

khadim (servant) of Harun, whom the caliph sent in 189/805 from Rayy to

155 Exactly who adminis-

Tabaristan with a pardon for Shirwin Abu Qarn.
tered the governorate of Basrah during this period is highly speculative
and any of the above-named persons could have been the caliph's repre-
sentative there. The sources provide scant commentary on events in

Basrah during the reign of Harun al-Rashid, let alone the precise chron-

ology of that city's governors.

38. Ishaq ibn “Isa ibn ALY ibn “Abd Allah al-®Abbasi ([19123-193/
[8072?1-809). As the last governor of Basrah for ngan, Isbgq was pro-
bably appointed to the post in 191/807 and remained in that position

until after the death of the caliph in 3 Jumada II 193 (March 24, 809).°°
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He then appointed CAbd al-Malik al-An§;r?, an imam of the mosque in
Basrah, as acting governor for him and went to Baghdad. There he spoke
in the mosque, predicting the troubles that lLay ahead if Amin’ were al-

lowed to assume the cal.'iphate.157 The new ruler lost no time in dis-

158

missing Ishag from his position as governor.

39. al-Mansur ibn Muhammad al-Mahd7 al-“AbbasT (193-198/809-813).
Undoubtedly appointed soon after Amin became caliph, Mangar remained
governor until after the death of that ruler on 25 Muharram 198 (Sept-
ember 25, 813). Before taking over the administration of Ba§rah, he had
held several other high positions on behalf of Harun al-Rash?d, includ-
ing leadership of the hajj in 185/801 and governor of Palestine.159 He
is first mentioned as being governor of Basrah in 195/810-811, but was
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most certainly in office before that. Baladhuri says Mangar was both

governor of Basrah and in charge of the mal al-nas (peoples' property or
treasury) for Amin during the c¢ivil war between the caliph and Ma'mﬁnj61
In Rajab 196 (May 812, Ma'mun's general, Ighir ibn al-Husayn, was mov-
ing down through Iraq, taking one city after another. In Basrah a cer-
tain “Awn ibn Jamhan at-sa®di began to urge everyone there to oo over to
Ma'mun. By this time, Ighir had control of all the area around Kufah
and wssig. Realizing Amin's end was near, Man§ﬁr wrote to Ighir, de-
claring his allegiance to Ma'mun and forsaking the doomed cal.iph.162
Because he submitted to the inevitable, Man§ﬁr was confirmed in his pc-

sition by Ishir.163

Mansur continued in office until after the death of
Am?n, at which time Ma'mun began to reorganize the provinces of the
Empire into larger units,

40. al-Hasan ibn Sahl ibn Zadhanfarukh {Iranian)(198-202/813-818).
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From 196/812, ﬂasan had been in charge of the kharaj for all the terri-
tories formerly allotted to Amin. 1In 198/813, Ma'mun appointed Hasan
governor over all the provinces conquered by IShir ibn al-Husayn, in-
cluding Fgrs, Ahwsz, Jibal, the Hijaz, Yemen, Kufah and Ba§rah.164 Ighir
remained 1n Baghdad awaiting Hasan's arrival from Khurasan, while the
latter appointed °ALT ibn Abu Sa®7d, called Dhu al-CAlamayn Che of the

165 At this point

two standards), to head the diwan al-kharaj of Iraa.
IShir displayed some of the independence which characterized his later
career in the service of Ma'mun: he refused to turn over the tax rev-
enues to CALT until the army had been paid. This he did out of the pro-
vincial coffers and then submitted the remainder to Hasan's sahib al-

-, 166

kharay Hasan arrived in Baghdad in 199/814 and it was from that city

that he administered the several provinces entrusted to him.16? The
sources make no mention of any officials appointed to the jndividual
cities and districts, according to former practice, and it may have been
due in part to the centralization of provincial authority that the dan-
gerous ‘Alid revolt of Ibn Tabataba and Abu Saraya broke out in Kufah
that year.168 In late 199 (luly-August 815), Hasan ordered °ALT ibn Abu
$a®3d to drive back the cAlids, who by this time had taken a number of
towns in Irag. Early in 200 (August-September 815), another CAlid—and
supporter of Abu Sargyg-had taken control of Basrah where he found many
followers. This individual was Zayd ibn Musa, a descendent of Husayn
ibn cAL'T, given the unusual appellation of Zayd al-Nar (Zayd of fire)
because he had burnt down so many houses in Ba§rah, most of which had

169

belonged to cAbbgsids. °ALT ibn Abu Sac?d attacked the city and man-

aged to capture Zayd ibn MGSE, although he was later pardoned by Ma'mann?o
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The caliph, who had remained in Marw after the defeat and death of Am?n,
called Hasan to come to him with an explanation of why events had gotten
out of hand in Iraq. Hasan, sensing his own position to be rather pre=-
carious, sent °ALT on his behalf. Ma'mun was not pleased and ordered
one of °Al7's hands to be cut off, declaring Hasan would lose his head
should he not present himself in Marw.171 Harthamah ibn Acyan brought
Hasan back to Khurasan and it is presumed Al returned to his duties
in Irag. Perhaps he did remain in Khurgsgm.for in 202/818 he was tra=-
veling towards Baghdad with the caliph and Fadl ibn Sahl, brother of
Hasan and close advisor to Ma'mun. At Sarakhs, on 2 Sha®ban 202 (Febru-
ary 13, 818, Fadi was killed by the caliphal guard, probably at the
instigation of Ma'mﬁn, and ALT met the same fate shortly ther‘ea1’ter‘.172
It was expected that after his brother’s death, Hasan would be appointed
wazlr, but this did not come about. Hasan retired from active political
Llife about this time and went to live on his estate at Fam al=Silh, near
wssig, where he remained until he died on 1 Dhu al=Hijjah 236 (June 6,

851).173

41, Isma‘il ibn Jafar ibn Sulayman ibn ®Al3 at-CAbbasi (ca. 201/
816~817). Ya'qab? states that Isma’il was Samil of Bagrah in 201 and
was the only person who refused to wear a green robe as ordered by
Ma'mun after he made “ALT ibn Musa aL-RigE his heir apparent. The caliph
sent “Tsa ibn Yazid to take him into custody, but Isma‘il fled, only to
be captured by ®Isa and eventually taken to Marw. He was later impri-

soned 1in Jurjan.174

Abu Faraj aL-I§bah5nT relates an interesting story
about Ismgc?l, whom he calls Ibn SulaymSn in one place and Ibn Jacfar

further along. He was wal?l of Basrah, succeeding Ighir ibn aL-ﬁusaym
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when a certain Ibn Abu cUyaynah convinced Ighir to dismiss IsmSC?L be-
cause he disliked him. He finally complained enough about the various

faults, real or imagined, of Isma’il until Ighir complied with his wishes

175

3 . ~-CT
ang given a handsome bribe, removed Isma il. No other source men-

tions his serving in this capacity, but his death in 216/831 is given
notice.176

42. Ya@yg ibn SAbd Allah ibn SUmar ibn at-vasan ibn Sahl (ancestry

unknown) (ca. 203/818-819). The only reference to this person is from

Ibn Sacd, who states that he was the governor of Basrah in 203.1?7

43. Abu al-Razi Muhammad ibn ®Abd al-Humayd (ancestry unknown) (7=
204/7-819-820). The solitary reference concerning Muhammad in connec=

tion with Bagrah is that he was succeeded in the office of governor

178 He was later appointed

179

there by Salih ibn al-Rashid in 204/819-820.

to the Yemen in 212/827 and was killed there in 214/829.

44. Salih ibn Harun al-Rashid al-Abbasi (204-2/820-?). Salih

became governor in 204/820, but just how long he remained in this capac-

180

ity is impossible to determine. The Last mention of him is that he

181

led the haji in 208/824. He may have still been in office when the

182 It may be that the

long-Llasting revolt of the Zott began (205/821).
next person was appointed solely for the purpose of conducting operations
against the insurrectionists while §5[ib was left to handle normal gov-

ernmen:al affairs.

45. “Tsa ibn Yazid al-Jaludhi (ancestry unknown)(205-206?/821-8227).

cz - - - . .
Isa was one of Ma'mun's foremost military commanders and was active in

183

°ALT ibn Abu Sa3d's forces during the CAlid revolt of 199-200. He
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was sent to the Yemen and Hijaz to find and destroy Abu SarEyS's follow=-

ers there and was made governor of Mecca in 200-201/816—817.184 He re-

turned to Ba§rah in 201, but Hasan sent him back to Mecca in 202/818,

185

where he remained fighting the CAlids until 205/821. In that year he

was given command of the forces organized to war against the Zott, an
enterprise which seemed to have given him Llittle success.186 He is later
found as governor of Egypt from 212 to 214, after which time nothing

more is heard of him.187

46. Da'ud ibn Masjur (ancestry unknown) (206-7/821-822-7). Ma *mun
appointed Da'ud commander of the forces fighting the Zott and as Camil

188

of Ba§rah, the Kuwar Dijlah, Yamanah and Bahrayn in 206/821-822. This

is the only mention made of him in the sources.

47. Tahir ibn AL ibn Sulayman ibn “AL7 al-®Abbasi (ca. 212/827-
828). 1Ibn Sa‘d says only that he was governor of Ba§rah in Shawwal 212

(January 828).187

48. Muhammad ibn “Abbad ibn Abbad ibn Habib al-Muhallabi (Azd-
Yaman) (?-216/7-831). In 207/822 he is mentioned as being the chief or

190 We find

leader (sayyid) of the Basran populace at an earlier time.
that Ma'mun appointed a Ghassan ibn “Abbad (his brother ?) to take
Muhammad's place as chief of naval operations in the Persian Gulf and
made Muhammad governor in an unspecified capacity.191 Perhaps he was
placed over Basrah, which was in close proximity to the gulf ports, be-

cause he is said to have been amir of Bagrah when he died in 216/831.192

After this the sources make no mention of any governors of Basrah

until the mid-3rd/9th century. Indeed, from the period of the very dis-
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ruptive civil war between Amin and Ma'mun until the death of the latter
in 218/833, the chronology of administration in Bagrah can only be
sketchily reconstructed. Ma'mun introduced the practice of appointing
major figures, other than the heir or heirs aoparent, to control large
blocs of territory, which included a number of provinces. Each of the
regular administrative units undoubtedly continued to be placed in the
hands of amils and other officials, but Little or no mention is made
of those individuals, since the attention of the Arab historians was fo-
cused on the activities of the larger personalities such as Ighir ibn
al-Husayn and Hasan ibn Sahl. It is unfortunate that Khalifah ibn
Khayygg, who provides much detailed information on provincial governors
and other officials for the period just prior to his Lifetime, failed
to maintain that standard for events of his own era, and especially for
his native city, Bagrah. Even useful numismatic evidence, which might
otherwise sied some Llight on gubernatorial chronology, is lacking, for
the most part, after 200/815. Thus, the chronology of governors, as
presented above, is as complete a record as can be assembled from the

available sources.

B. The Kufah Governorate

As was the case with Bagrah, the provincial administration of Kufah
was not concerned merely with affairs of the city proper. Whereas, the
governor of Basrah was often responsible for large areas bordering on
the Bahr Fars (Persian GulLf) due to the commercial orientation of the
city, the caliph's representative in Kufah had an equally prestigious
and often as difficult a territory to manage. This was the Sawgd, the

intensely rich agricultural land of lLower Mesopotamia, which generated
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Llarge amounts of revenue for the treasury of the Empire. The area that
comprised the governorate of Kufah stretched from that city eastward
along the northern edge of the Bag?bah (or marshes) to the region around
wgsig and Kaskar, and formed a roughly triangular-shaped district with
Mada'in and Sarsar as the northernmost limits. So closely linked were
the government of Kufah and the administration of the Sawad that, when-
ever the %zlim of the city is mentioned in the medieval texts, he is
usuatly said to be governor of "Kufah and the Sawgd," or of "Kufah and

193 The other major cities of the governmental unit of Kufah

her Sawad."
were assigned c&lims to administer them, but they were usually subordi-
nate to the governor of Kufah itself.

wssig, with its twin city of Kaskar, lost much of the importance it
had as the Umayyad capital of Irag. It remained an important political
center during the early cAbbgsid period and often figured in the military
strategy of opposing forces in times of insurrection or civil war.194
Madg'in, being even closer to Baghdad, played a similar role to that of
Nssig. Generally the sources do mention the prefects assigned to these
urban centers, but uwnre attention is usually given to the activities of
the governor of Kufah.

It was in Kufah during Rabi® I 132 (October-November 749) that Abu
al-CAbbas was proclaimed caliph by the revolutionary forces. Thus, the
city, which had been the source of much political agitation under the
Umayyad régime, became the first CAbbasid capital. It was to remain so
for a short time only, as Abu al-CAbbas al-Saffgb and Abu Ja®far al-

Mansur moved the court several times until Man§ar built his famous round

city of Madinat al-Salam. The various locations of the capital have al-
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ready been discussed above. Like Bagrah and many of the other important
governorships, the administration of Kufah was put into the hands of an
Abbasid prince as the victors consolidated their gains over the Umay-

yads.

1. Da'ud ibn “ALT ibn SAbd Allah al-“Abbasy (132/749-750). Although
all the sources agree that Da'ud was the first CAbbasid governor of
KGfah, there are different versions of how this came about. Jahshiy3r7
relates that he had merely taken on the governorship of his own accord.
195 According to the anonymous writer of the Nabdhah, Da'ud bargained
with Abu al-Abbas for control of Kufah in exchange for fighting Marwan
at 5arr5n.196 There may be some truth to this, since Yacqﬁb7 says that
he was the first person appointed to a position by the new caliph.197
Nevertheless, Da'ud was transferred in the same year to the governorship

of Mecca, Medina, the Yemen and, according to some writers, YamSnah.198

In that capacity he also led the hajj for 132 (July=-August 750).199 He

died in Medina shortly thereafter, on 1 Rabi° I 133 (October 7, 750).200

2. “Tsa ibn Musa ibn Muhammad ibn ALT al-Abbasi (132-147/750-764).
Saffgb undoubtedly made a wise choice tor one of the most important posts
in the Empire when he appointed cisg governor of Kufah and the Sawad in

201 Not only was “Isa a shrewd military comménder, but he also

132/750.
had the distinction of being designated second heir to the caliphate after
Abu Jacfar, an honor which later was to cause him grievous difficulties.
Early in his career he was entrusted with various responsibilities in

addition to the demands provincial government placed before him. During

Saffsb's caliphate he was left to handle affairs in Kufah and its terri-
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tories. Other than the mention of cfsg being in Kufah each of these
years (132-136/750-754), the sources say that he led the hajj in 134.202
Late in 136, while Abu JaSfar was on the pilgrimage, the caliﬁh summoned
®Isa to his capital at Anbar. He left Talhah ibn Isb;q ibn Muhammad ibn
al-Ashcath to act as governor in his absence and arrived in Anbar to find
Saffsb dying. The caliph gave the treasury and court records over to
®Isa for safekeeping, who delivered them to Abu Jafar upon his return

early in 137 (uly 754).203

Meanwhile, upon the death of Saffgb, cfsg
administered the oath of allegiance to the new caliph in his absence.
Through his various actions, “Isa ibn Musa presents a figure of the
devoted representative of the caliph and his Loyalty to his family and
its status cannot have been called into question. Mangar had confirmed
him in his position as governor and, for a number of years, very little
mention is made of him, other than the fact that he was in Kufah each of

204 A certain al-Qacq5c ibn Qirgr

205

the years from 132 to 144/754 to 762.
is noted as having been “isa's gahib al-shurtah in 141/757-758.

206 The

Again, in 143 (March 761), we find ®Isa in charge of the hajj.
major event of cfss's long tenure, and one in which he played a decisive
role, was the CAlid revolt of 145/762-763 in Mecca and Basrah. As we
have seen, Ibrahim ibn Abd Allah had taken control of Bagrah and had
sent his lieutenants out to wrest adjoining territories from CAbbasid
hands. Meanwhile, ®Isa had been sent to Medina to crush the revolt of
Mubammad ibn “Abd Allgh, Ibrahim's brother. After a successful engage-
ment in which Muhammad was killed, “Isa was hastily recalled to Iraq,

as Ibrahim was advancing on Kufah. The two forces met at Bakhamra in

Dhu al-Qadah 145 (January 763) and Ibrahim was mortally wounded as his
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207 This major threat to the central Abbasid

forces were scattered.
province was thus narrowly averted and Man§ar made haste to complete his
new city of Madinat al-Salam in order to avoid such potentially disas-
trous situations in the future.208

The relationship between Man§Gr and °Tsa seems to have deteriorated
after the suppression of the “Alid revolt. The issue was the succession
to the caliphate. In 146/763, Man§ﬁr wrote to Cisg, stating his wish to
make his son Muhammad (the future Caliph Mahdi) the first heir-apparent.
209 When cfss objected to this treatment, Man§ar summarily dismissed
him from his post in Kufah (14?/764).210 He was never to hold an influ-
ential position again. Mahd?, in turn, forced ®Isa to renounce his
rights of succession once again, this time in fivor of his own son MGSE,
who was later to be Caliph Hadi. When “Isa died in Kufah on 26 Dhu al-
Hijjah 167 (July 20, 784), Mahdi was undoubtedly relieved that the threat

2N

to his son's succession had passed from the scene. His services on

behalf of the family went unrecognized and unappreciated.

3. Muhammad ibn Sulayman ibn SALT al~CAbbasT (147-155/764-772).
Iabar? reports that Man§ar appointed Muhammad governor of Kufah in order
to show disregard for “Isa ibn MGS;, meaning that the caliph though lit-
tle of “Isa's threat to his own son's succession.212 The result was not
what Mangar expected because €Isa was able to put up a quiet but stiff
resistance for many years. Nevertheless, Muhammad was placed in full
control of Kufah and the Sawad in 147, and is mentioned as governor there

for each year until 155.213

During these years he is not listed as the
leader for the hajj even once, but when Mangﬁr led it in 152/769, Iabar?

states that he was not informed whether or not Muhammad ibn Sulayman
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joined the caliph's entourage or if ®Isa ibn Musa or any other person of

214 The most notable event to occur in

high rank from Kufah went along.
Kufah during Muhammad's administration was the building of its walls and
moat in 155/772, the story of which provides a prime example of Man§ar's
astute and often harsh fiscal policies. The caliph first ordered the
distribution of five dirhams to each of the city's inhabitants. Once
this was done, Man§ﬁr knew the total number of people and then proceeded
to exact 40 dirhams apiece from all of them. Thus, the cost of provid-
ing walls and a moat for Kufah was borne by the populace instead of by
the central government.215 It is obvious from this episode that the
caliph, and not the governor, determined major monetary policy, at Lleast
in a governorate close to the capital. Later that same year (155),
Mubammad was dismissed, reportedly for unjustly imprisoning certain of
his enemies and for other indiscretions reported to Man§ar by Muhammad's

§5bib al-shurtah, al-Musawir ibn Sawwar al-Jarm'i-.216

4. Amr ibn Zuhayr aL-QabbT (Mugar)(155-158/??2-775). Appointed by
Man§Gr in 155, he is mentioned as being in office during 156/773, but

not in 157/774, although he must have been governor during that year

217

also. In 158/775, it was discovered that ®Amr had allowed his broth-

er, al-Musayyab, whom Man§5r had dismissed as his sahib al-shurtah, to
share in the government of Kufah and the kharaj collection of the dis-
trict. Musayyab was imprisoned, but it seems that Amr escaped the ca-

218

Lliph's retribution. Although he is mentioned as governor in 158, he

was probably dismissed by Mahdi shortly after Mangar's death (6 Dhu al-

Hijjah/October 7, 7753217

5. Ismacil ibn Abu Isma’il al-Thaqafi (mawla) (158-159/775-776). As
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a mawla of the Banu Nasr of Qays, he is the first one recorded to have

220 Isma‘il's appointment probably dates

been made governor of Kufah.
from very late in 158. He seems to have shared power with the gadi
Sharik ibn ®Abd Allah al Nakha® and with Thabit ibn Musa, who was in

221 Another version recorded by Iabar?

control of the diwan al-kharaj.
states that Sharik was a special gad? of Kufah (‘ala qada’ al-Kufah
khassah) and a third tradition has him in control of both the offices of

222

qadi and salat. Isma‘il must therefore have been in charge of the

a@dath, since it was from this position that he was dismissed in 159.223

6. Isbgq ibn aL-§abb5§ ibn ®Imran ibn Isma®iL ibn Muhammad ibn al-
Ash®ath al-Kind7 (vaman) (159-165/776-781). According to some of Iabaﬁ?'s
sources, when Isma’il was removed from office in 159, Ishgq was immedi-
ately appointed in his place on the advice of the q&@? Sharik ibn CAbd
Allah. Iabar? also preserves a different tradition from “Umar ibn Shab-
bah: the governor of Kufah became Isa ibn Lugman ibn Muhammad ibn
ggtib ibn al-ﬁgrith al-Jumab?, who appointed his nephew,cUthmEn ibn Sa7d
ibn Lugman as his sahib al-ghurtah. At the same time, Sharik was put in
control of the salat as well as the qadiship, while Isa was over the
a@d&th. Then Sharik was removed from "governmental responsibilities"
and Isbgq was appointed §&@ib al-shurtah. CUmar goes on to say that
Ja®far ibn Muhammad (a later gad? of Kutah) told him that Mahdi had
united the offices of q&d? and §aZ&t for Sharik and appointed Is@gq over
the shurtah. Later he appointed Ishaq over the salat and ahdath and

224 Isbgq made aL-NucmEn ibn

aventually was made full governor of Kufah.
Jabfar al-Kind7 his eabib al-ghurtah, but when Nu®man died, he appointed

his brother, Yazid ibn Jacfar, to replace h1'm.225 By the end of 159, &=
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least, Isbsq was in control of the gaZ&t and abd&th and he is mentijoned

sa_san 220

in that capacity for every year thereafter through 163/779-780. If

by 161/777-778, “Isa ibn Luqmgn was still performing some function in

the administration of Kafah, it came to an end as he was transferred to

Egypt.ZZ7 In the same year, Yazid ibn Mangar aL-Uimyar? was appointed

governor of the agricultural district of Kufah and, although he is not

mentioned for any other year, he possibly remained in that position until
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either 165/781 or 167/783. The sources do not state when Isbgq was

dismissed, but Iabar? Lists a new governor, however, over the galat and

229 According to numismatic evidence, Isbgq

230

ahdath only, for 164/780.

was still acting in some official capacity in Kufah during 165/781.

7. Hashim ibn Sa®id ibn Man§ar ibn Khalid Cancestry unknown)(165-
C1671/781-07831). Iabar; mentions that he was in charge of the §aZat
and a@d&th of Kufah in 164/780, but the numismatic evidence introduced
above precludes Hashim's complete control of the governorate in that

year.231 He is also Llisted for the years 165 and 166, over the §aZ§t

and adeth only, and it is probable that his tenure extended into a por-
tion of 167.232

8. Abu Hatim Ruh ibn Hatim ibn Qabigah al-Muhallabi (Azd-Yaman) (167-

169/783~785. Rab was already governor of Kufah when “Isa ibn Musa died

233 He must have been ap-

there on 26 Dhu al~Hijjah 167 (July 20, 784).
pointed much earlier in the year, since his predecessor is not mentioned
at all for 167. Mahdi ordered him to conduct an audit of the district's
finances and placed RGQ in charge of the kharaj of Kufah, as well as

A

other duties concerning the gal&t and aﬁd&th.zS He was still in office

when Mahdi died (22 Muharram 169/August 4, 785), but was dismissed later
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in the year by H5d7.235

9. Musa ibn “Isa ibn Musa ibn Muhammad al-Abbasi (169-170/785-786).
Had3i appointed the son of his former rival for the successioﬁ to the

governorship of Kufah in 169 and included for his jurisdction control of

236

the salat, ahdath and sadagat and over Lower Bih Qubadh. Musa was

dismissed in 170 and went on the hajj with Harun al-Rashid that year.237
Another tradition states that he was directed to suppress the revolt of
the °Alid, Husayn ibn ALY, in Medina during 170.2%

At some time during the reign of Mahdi a certain ﬁaf§ ibn Humayd
was given a position in the government of Kufah. His name is found on
an undated fale issued under Mahdi with the title Camil al-Kufah, but
a careful search of the sources has not shed light upon the identity of

this person.239

10(a). Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn ALY al=-AbbasT (170-
?/876-?). He is mentioned only by Ibn al-Athir as being governor of

Kufah after Musa ibn Cfsg and before, or perhaps at the same time, as
his son, cUbayd ALLEh.240

10(b). “Ubayd Allah ibn Muhammad (“Abbasi)(ca. 170/786). He is
listed as governor with or post-dating his father.241

11. Ya®qub ibn Abu Ja®far al-Mansur al-CAbbasi (ca. 171-172/787-

788). He is mentioned as second governor for Harun by Iabar? and third

by Ibn aL-Ath?r.ZAZ Yacqub led the hajd in 172 (May 789).243 In the

same year, Harun remitted to the people of the Sawwad the cushr (an
agricultural tax), which, as said before, had been unjustly exacted from

them.244
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12. Musa ibn Isa (cAbbss?); second appointment (ca. 173/789-790).

245

Appointed for a second time after Yacqad ibn Abu Jacfar, Musa was

governor with chief authority Camil aZ-suZ?&n) of Syria in 176/792 and
was replaced that year because he handled an uprising ineffectively.z46

His governorship there must have come between this and his third appoint=-

ment.

13. al-“Abbas ibn ®Isa ibn Musa al-CAbbasi (ca. 174/790-791). He
is listed as governor on two separate occasions for Harun aL-Rash?d, but

no dates are given.247

14. Isbgq ibn al-§abb5@ (Yaman); second appointment (ca. 175/791-
792). The date of his tenure is unknown but, according to Khalifah ibn
Khany;, he was in office for only three months between al-“Abbas ibn

Musa ibn °Tsa (?) and Ja‘far ibn Jacfar.248

15. Ja®far ibn Ja®far ibn Abu Ja®far al-Mansur al-CAbbasi (ca. 176/
792~793). Baladhuri relates that he was the son of Ja®far ibn Abu Ja‘far
al-Akbar and that he was the governor of Bagrah (erroneously substitut-

249 Khalifah main-

jng for Kufah) several times during Harun's caliphate.
tains that he was appointed only once to be governor of Kufah and that
came after the second governorship of Isbgq ibn al-§abb§b. However, it
was said that he never arrived to take up his post and Mangﬁr ibn CAFE'
aL-KhurSsEn?, a mawla of the Banu Layth, was made governor in his

pl.ace.250

16. Musa ibn °Isa (cAbbgs?); third appointment (ca. 177-178/793-

794). Replaced in 176/792-793 as amil al-sultan of Syria, Musa was

definitely governor of Kufah in Dhu al-Qadah 1?7.251 He must have left
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some time in 178, since we find him as the governor of Armenia for the

years 178 and 1?9.252

17. al-®Abbas ibn °Isa (cAbbgsq); second appointment (ca. 178-179/
794-795). No precise dates for his second governorship can be deter-
mined from the sources, but it is possible that he was in Kufah for the

duration of Musa's tenure in Armenia.

18. Musa ibn ®Isa (“Abbasi); fourth appointment (ca. 180-183/796-

799). Musa led the hajj in both 180/796 and 182/798, but was most Likely

253

governor of Kufah for the last time after leaving Armenia. However,

Iabar? states that Harun appointed his son, Muhammad al-Am?n, to govern

the Two Iraqs-—al-clrsqayn; i.e., Bagrah and Kufah—in 180.254 Musa's

varied and extensive administrative career came to an end during this

governorship when he died in 183.255

19. Jafar ibn Jafar (cAbbgs7); second appointment (?). Ibn al-
Athir Lists a Ja“far ibn Abu Jafar as the last governor under Harun al-

256 I1f a person named Ja®far was in office after Musa ibn cfsg,

Rashid.
it may have been the Jacfar ibn Jacfar who also governed Kufah about
176/792-793. Neither son of Mangar named Jafar was alive in 193/809,

Ja®far al-Akbar having died in 150/767 and JaCfar al-Asghar in 186/802.2°°

20. al-“Abbas ibn Musa al-Had7 al-“Abbasi ([1931-198/[8091-814).
Although he is first mentioned as Amin's governor in 195/810-811, it is
probable that he was the only administrator of Kufah for that caliph.258
In Rajab 196 (April 812), I;hir ibn al-Husayn sent one of his officers,

Ahmad ibn al-Muhallab, to Kufah to win ®Abbas over to Ma'mun's side in

the civil war. Apmad was successful and Ighir confirmed “Abbas in his
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position after receiving the oath of allegiance on behalf of Ma'man.259
Not Llong after this Amin appointed al-Fadl ibn al-“Abbas ibn Musa ibn
“Isa governor of Kufah and sent him to regain the city for him. Ighir
sent forces against Fagl, who was defeated and forced to flee, after
holding the city for only a very short period.260 At the same time,
I;hir was consolidating his hold on all of Irag south of Baghdad. He
captured Mada'in from Amin's general, Imran ibn Musa ibn Yabyg al-

261 Next, he sent

Barmak?, and then set up his headquarters at Sarsar.
a force under the command of al-ﬁgrith ibn Hisham and Da'ud ibn Musa to
Qasr Ibn Hubayrah, which prompted Amin to make a final effort to defend
the approaches to Baghdad from the south.262 During this time Khuzaymah
ibn Khazim al-Tamimi had been the prefect in wgsig for Am?n, at least
from 195/810-811. He was replaced by al~Sindi ibn Yabyg ibn al-ﬂarash?
and al-Haytham ibn Shacbah, who were unable to check Ighir's advance.
They eventually capitulated, joined forces with their former adversaries,
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and were sent to fortify Fam al-§ilb. By the end of 196/813, most of

Irag was under Ishir's control.

21. al-Hasan ibn Sahl (Iranian)(198-202/813-818).%%% Although the
written sources do not specifically mention it, Harthamah ibn Acyan was
prefect of Mada'in in 198, as demonstrated by dirhams minted there in
his name.265 Hasan did not arrive to govern all Irag until 199/814, the
same year when the CAlid revolt led by Abu SarEyE, in the name of Ibn

Iangabg, broke out in Kufah.

22. Sulayman ibn al-Mansur al-‘AbbasT ([1981-199/[8131-815). He was
Hasan's ®@mil in Kufah when Ibn Iabggabg began his revolt there and was

replaced by Khalid ibn Muhajjah al-gabb?, when Hasan found his subordi~
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nate could not deal with the °Alid problem effectively. Khalid was ac-
companied by Zuhayr ibn al-Musayyab commanding 10,000 cavalry and infan-
try.2%®  AbG Abd AlLLah Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Isma®il ibn Tabataba
had begun to plot his uprising in Medina, but was persuaded by al-Sari
ibn Man§ar al-ShaybEn?-—better known as Abu Sargys-—to begin his activi-

267

ties in Kufah. Shortly after the successful beginning of the revolt,

Ibn Tabataba died on 1 Rajab 199 (February 15, 815) and Abu Saraya took

268

effective control of the movement. He had dirhams minted in Kufah in

199 and spread the revolt throughout Irag and the neighboring districts.

) - - -
“69 The wall of Wasit for Hasan ibn Sahl,  Abd Allzh ibn Sa*id al-

barash?, attempted to halt Abu Saraya's progress, but was defeated.270
Hasan eventually was able to obtain the services of Harthamah ibn Acyan,
who defeated the rebel at Qasr Ibn Hubayrah in Shawwal 199 (May=June 815).
Abu Sargyg escaped, but was captured and brought to Hasan. The governor
had him beheaded on 10 Tabi® I 200 (October 18, 815). The revolt had
lasted about ten mon‘chs.Z?1 Only two other individuals are known to have
been camils of Kufah during the period of Hasan's rule in Irag. Shortly
after Abu Sar5y5 was executed, Hasan appointed Khalid ibn Yazid ibn
Mazyad aL-ShaybEn? to the post, but he must not have acted in that capac-
ity for l.ong.Z?2 Harun ibn Mubammad ibn Abu Khalid was in office for a
very short period in 201/816.273 Nothing more is known concerning his
tenure. Before he retired to his estates, @asan was confronted with yet
another major upheaval in Iraq. Ma'maq.still residing in Marw, had named
an °Alid, °ALT ibn Musa al-Rida, as his heir earlier in 201/816.  When

word of this reached Baghdad, various factions in the capital proclaimed

Ibrahim ibn al=-Mahdi caliph with the name of al=Mubarak. Hasan was in
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Ngsif at the time and could not counter this movement with the forces at
his disposal. The rival caliph was able to build up a considerable fol-
lowing in Iraq, which threatened a civil war as divisive as that fought

274 \hen Abu SAbd ALL3h, the brother of AbG

between Amin and. Ma'mun.
Sarsyg, rose up in Kufah early in 202/817, it was Ibrahim's general,
Ghassan ibn Abu al-Faraj, who was sent to put down the revolt, rather

275 Hasan attempted to curb Ibrahim's spreading

than ﬁasan's forces.
power by appointing a new governor of Kufah who would represent Ma'mun's

interests.

23. al-CAbbas ibn Musa ibn Ja®far al=CAlawi (cAlid-Mugar, brother
of °AlS al-Rigg)(ZOZ—?/817-?). Hasan ibn Sahl appointed him in Rabi® II
202 (November 817) and ordered him to wear the CAlid green, proclaiming
°ALT ibn MUsa al-Rida heir to Ma'mun. Ibrahim ibn al-Mahdi's supporters
in Kufah began to agitate against this policy and Ibrahim himself sent
Sac?d ibn aL-SEjGr and Abu al-Batt from Nil to Kufah with elements of
Harthamah ibn Acyan's army. On 2 Jumada I 202 (December 6, 817y, €Al
ibn Muhammad ibn Jabfar al-cALawT, along with the governor cAbst, met
sa®id and Abu al-Batt outside of Kufah and were soundly defeated, forc-—
ing their retreat back into the city. Sa®7d went off to make his camp
at ﬂ?rah. Fighting continued through the next several days, with neither
side gaining the advantage. sa®id offered “Abbas and his forces safe
conduct if they would leave Kﬁfaryand the governor finally relented. On
5 Jumada II (December 9th), sa®7d and Abu al-Batt entered the city and
assured all those of either cAbbgsid or Umayyad kinship that they were
in no danger. The two generals appointed al-Fadl ibn Muhammad ibn al-

Sabbah al-Kindi to govern Kufah, but when Ibrahim heard of this, he told
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$a7d that he would approve of anyone but Fadl for the position. They
then appointed Ghassan ibn Abu al=Faraj, but then dismissed him because
he had refused to put Abu CAbd ALl3h, the brother of Abu Saraya, to death
after he had taken him captive. Next, sa®id appointed his nephew, al-
Hawl, but he fled upon the arrival of Humayd al-Tusi. With this, Ibra-
him's control of Kafah, which his army had Llittle opportunity to consol-
jdate, completely disintegrated. Ibrahim was rapidly becoming encircled
in Baghdad and therefore decided to gamble on holding the line near WSSig.
He sent a force under CIsa ibn Muhammad ibn Abu Khalid towards that city
to engage Hasan. On 26 Rajab 202 (February 7, 818), ®Isa was soundly
trounced and the way to Baghdad was open.276 Whether or not CAbbas re-
turned to his post after hostilities ended is not reflected in the
sources. A governor of Kufah is not alluded to until two years later.

In that year Ma'mun decided to return to Baghdad because of the troubles

that had plagued Iraq since the war with Amin.

24. Abu ®Isa Muhammad ibn Harun al-Rashid al-®Abbasi (204-[2051/
819-[8201). Ma'mun arrived in Baghdad during Safar 204 (August 819) and

it was probably a short time later that he appointed his brother, Abu
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cfsg as governor of Kufah. It cannot be ascertained how Long he re-

mained in office, but he did appoint his own successor.278 He also led

the hajj in 207/823.%7°

25. Muhammad ibn al-Layth (ancestry unknown)(205-7/820-821?). Noth-
ing is known of this individual other than that he was given the govern-

280 1i is possible that in 203

orship by Abu €Isa jbn Harun al-Rashid.
and 204, Hasan ibn Sahl still had some control of Kufah and the Sawad.

Dirhams of those years minted in the city bear letters which may indicate
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@asan's name.281

26. Isbsq ibn Ibrahim ibn Muscab aL-IEhir? (Iranian) (215-[21821/

82

830-[833'?]).2 No mention is made of the Kufan governorate for more

than a decade, until notice that Ma'mun appointed Isbsq ibn Ibrahim over

283 (Gfah is

Madinat al-Salam, @ulwgn, the Sawad, and the Kuwar Dijlah.
not mentioned, but it is possible the city was the focal point of the

administrative region between Baghdad and Basrah. Isbgq must have left
this post by sometime in 218, as he is found engaged in military opera-

tions in Jibal during that year.284

* k k k %k k k k %

From the beginning of Ma'mun's reign onward, Kufah, like Basrah, is
given notice in the historical sources Less and less frequently. There
is a perceptive decrease in the political and military importance of the
city, as reflected in the lack of interest shown by the medieval Arab
historians. As an economic and cultural center, however, Kufah contin-
ued to rival Ba§rah beyond the pericd in which Abbasid power was at its
height.285 Yet, the time had passed when Kafah, as well as Basrah,
could play a major role in shaping events in Iraq through intertribal
factionalism or seditious rebellion. Apparently, Ma'mun's decision to
return to Baghdad was mainly influenced by the troubles in Iraq follow-
ing the death of Amin. First, the ®Alid revolt of 199-200, then the
rival caliphate of Ibrahim ibn aL-Mahd?, demonstrated tc Ma'mun that
stability in the area could only be ensured by his personal attention to
jts governorance. His popularity in the East assured him of a substan-
tjal base to fall back on should he find Iraq impossible to control.

From his return to Baghdad in 204/819 can be dated Ma'mun's own admin-
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jstration of the strategic and psychologically important central domains
of the Empire. Ma'man, in effect, became his own governor of the pro-
vince of Iraq with headquarters in Baghdad. The individuals mentioned
infrequently as Camils of Bagrah and Kufah were merely his city prefects
and tax collectors, the duality of the Iragi governorate having devclved
into a minor component of the province's administrative system.286

As was pointed out at the beginning of this chapter, Irag was impor-
tant to the CAbbasids because it was the heartland of their Empire and
contained their capital city. The close proximity of Bagrah and Kufah
to the caliphal court precluded any semblance of autonomy on the part of
the governors in the two cities. Much of the wealth of Ba§rah was based
on commerce, but as a focal point for tax collections in the agricultural
districts administered from that city, the stability of Basrah was of
fundamental significance to the caliph. Kufah was of less commercial
importance, but of no less concern due to its location as the administra-

287 e preoccupation of the CAbbasid caliphs

tive locus for the Sawad.
with maintaining a strong personal hold over Iraq can be adduced from
the number of family members who were appointed to govern the two pro-
vincial capitals during the period 132-218/750-833. O0f the 39 individ-
uals known to have been governor of Ba§rah, 18 (or roughly half) of them

288

were CAbbasids. The percentage is even higher for Kufah, where 12 of

the 21 governors of this period came from the ruling fam-ily.c89 No other
governorate experienced such a high concentration of Abbasid appointees,

with the exception of Mecca and Medina, posts which were more honorary

than politically significant.



FOOTNOTES TO CHAPTER II

1The Cabbasid province of Iraq falls within the borders of the pre-
sent-day country of the same name. In medieval times the northern region
of modern Iraq around Mosul was part of Jazirah Province. Medieval Arab
geographers usually meant, Iraq as a designation for Lower Mesopotamia.
Cf. A. Miquel, "Irak " IZ 111, p. 1252. See map on page 22.

2See Chapter VII and Appendix C for tax revenues of Iraqg.

3K.V. Zetterstéen, "al-Kufa," EIJ i1, p. 1106.

4Unt1l Mgnsur began building his new city of Madinat al-Salam at
Baghdad, the “Abbasid capital was called Hashimiyah. When the caliph
changed residences, the name of his administrative capital moved with
him and, thus, four different locat1ons _were named Haihimiyah at one
time or another. Cf. J. Lassner, "al- -Hashimiyya,* EI 111, p. 265. At
first, Saffah (caliph 132-136/749-754) moved north out of Kufah and be-
gan to compLete the palace of the last Umayyad governcr of Iraq. This
was Qasr Ibn Hubayrah, renamed Hashimiyah by the first Cabbasid caliph
in honor of his ancestor Hashim (Tab 37/7, 431; 60/7, 449; Futih 1, 445).
Saffap soon abandoned this project and started a new palace close by. In
134/752 he moved again, this time close to the old Persian city of Anbar.
Here he built a new town and a palace, in which he died and was buried
before completing the structure (Tab 87:7, 470). He died on Sunday, 13
Dhu_aL H1Jéah 136 (June 8-9, 754). Cf. M. Streck and A.A. Duri, "al-
Anbar," EI“ 1, p. 485; Lassner, op. cit., p.266; Le Strange, Baghdad
During the Abbasid Caliphate (London, 1900), pp.5-6. _When Mangur became
caliph (136/754), he established his residence at Madinat Ibn Hubayrah
(different from Qasr Ibn Hubayrah), not far from Kufah (Tab 272-272/7,
614-615; 319/7, 650 Lassner, loc. cit.). Futuh II, Pe 98, says that
Mansur built a castle in Bagrah near the great dam in 142. He is also
reported to _have received his son Mahdi at Hashimiyah near Kufah in 144/
761-762 (Yacqub1 11, p.450)._ In 146/763, the seat of government was
transferred to Baghdad and Hash1m1yah is not mentioned after this. Al-
though the chief mints of Abbasid Iraq were located in Basrah and Kufah
until the establishment of Baghdad and its large mint operation, coins
were produced in Man§ur s Hashimiyah near Kufah. Dirhams are known for
the years 138 (Album 34; ANS-Newman; BM—2 specimens, uncataloged; Deniz.
Def. 207; Lavois 674; Ties. 694; Tbg. Symb. 11, p.241, No. 11); year 139
(ANS-Newman; Artuk 184 = Deniz. Def. 208; Markov, p.15, No. 33; Regad
223; Ties. 701-702 references); year 143 (Lavois 675); year 144 (BM-
Tobin Bush; Cunha 1067); and year 145 (NUtzel 766).

5K.V. Zetterstéen, "al-Kufa," EIJ 11, p. 1106.

6. sourdel, “C1rak," ET® 111, pp. 1254=1255.
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7'[ab 73/7, 459; 75/7, 460; 81/7, 465.

81ab 378/8, 51.

%Tab 379/8, S2.

107ab 484/8, 134.

Mrab 501/8, 149; 503/8, 151.

12rab 505/8, 153; 518/8, 163; 521/8, 166.

31ab 605/8, 234

Yerap 104578, 581.
¢halTfah, Tariki®, pp.405, 412; Tab 21-23/7, 419-420; FHA I, p.208.

16¢. omar, The ®Abbasid Caliphate, 132/750-170/786 (Baghdad, 1969),
pp. 130-132.

TnalTtah, Tarikh®, pp.402-403,420; Tab 21-22/7, 419-420; Ansab 1,
Folios 306b23-307a10. Tab 72/7, 458 has him as governor through the end

of the year; and IA V, p.445, calls him SufySn ibn CUyaynah. ¢f. Pellat,
Milieu, pp. 46,273,280.

18 halTfah 412.

19Futﬂ@ II 93. The location of Muhallaban, which obviously derived
its name from that of Sufyan's tribe, is not known precisely. From a
passage in Khalifah 425, it was probably near the mouth of the Tigris
River.

_ 20744, Complete name in Ansab I, Folio 321b,, 5o and ya®qubi,
Tarikh 11, p.448. He received the Persian epithe% Hazarmard (meaning
1,000 men) during his adventurous military exploits in the East on be-
half of the Umayyads. Cf. G. Margais, "Comer b. Hafs," Erl 111, p.980.

21KhaLifah, Tarzkhz, pp.412,417,431. Tab 73/7, 459; 75/7, 460; 81/7,
465; 84/7, 467; 91/7, 473; 121/7, 496; 124/7, 499; 126/7, 500 Lists him
as governor every year until 139. In FHA 1, p.226, he is dismissed in
139. The numismatic evidence supports Khalifah, however. See Appendix
B. Cf. Pellat, op. cit., pp.46,273,280. ALl CAbbasid family members,
who were appointed governor in one or more of the four provinces covered
in this study, are included in the genealogical chart, Appendix A.

22putah 11, pp. 65, 87, 92, 98, 9.

23, - .
Ansab 1, Folio 285b,, ~--

241n v, pp. 451-452.
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251ab 84/7, 467; Yaqubi, Tarikh II, p. 435.
26Futﬂb 1I 96. The location of this estate is not known.
27

Tab 99/7, 472.

¢ 28Khal1fahe Tarikh 11, pp.417,431. Fawwaz Tugan, in his art1cLe,
"Cabdallah ibn “Ali: A Rebellious Uncle_of al-Mansur," Studies in Islam
6_(1969), p. 22, F.N. 4, quotes Jahsh1yar1, PP 103-104, as say1ng Sulay-
man was dismissed in 138, but I do not find this date ment1oned in the
passage cited.

29The text of the letter is given in A.Z. Safwat, Jamharat rasa'il

%Z- ®Arab Ehenceforth JRA], Vol. 3 (Cairo, 1937), p. 8, taken from Ibn

Abd Rabbih, al- ®Iqd aZ-Farzd (Cairo, 1876), Vol. 1I, p. 203. Jahshi-
yari, p. 110, mentions that Ghassan ibn CAbd al- Humayd was Sulayman's
secretarycand‘ as such, would have been responsible for composing the
text. Ya qubi, Tarikh 11, p. 442, states that Sulayman left Basrah on

17 Dhu al- Hijjah 137 (June 3, 755) to deliver the request for “Abd Allah's
pardon in person. BaLadhur1, Ansab I, Folio 291a7 207 Mansur sent Sulay-

man ibn Mujalid (Mujahid ?) to Basrah, first to f1nd out where Abd -
Allah was hiding, and then ordering SuLayman ibn AL1 to send ®Abd Allah
tc him. Fuiling that approach, Mansur then sent Rub ibn Hat1m with a
force of 4,000 men to force CAbd AlLah out of hiding, but” to no avail.
Eventually, Manaur appointed Sufyan ibn Mu aw1yah governor of Bagrah and
sent him off with a_large army. Sufyan succeeded in_extending Mansur's
amnesty to Abd AlLah, had him go with his brother CIsa to the calwph,
and replaced ulayman as governor without much difficulty.

30Khal1fah, Tarikh 11, p. 419, says he died in 141/758. Baladhuri,
Ansab 1, Folios 286a and 291b gives that date of 142/759 and
his age as 63, stat1ng a?so that he §1ed in Bagrah. Tab 141/7, 514, says
he died in Bagrah on Saturday evening, 22 Jumada II 142 (October 20, 759)
at the age of 59. DhahabJ VI, p. 74, has Jumada II 142.

31Khaﬁfah, op. cit., pp. 417, 431.

32See Footnote 28.

33Tab 126/7 501. Tabari gives the same date of departure, except
for the year, as Yacquﬁ? (see F.N. 28), so it is possible that Tabari
mistook a sab~ for a tis in whatever source he had been using, or the
fault may Llie with a Later copier.

34Khal?fah, loc. cit.

35Ib1d., but his name is g1ven as CUmar ibn Ja®far Hazarmard on p.
431, Ansab I, Folio 32%= has “Umar 1n Basrah before he is sent to Sind,
but then has him succeeded by “Abd al-CA Aziz, having confused “Umar's
second and third tenures as governor of Basrah.
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36

Khalifah, op. cit., p. 431. Ansab I, Folio 321b25 —26* when his

Qrother rebelled in 141, Mansur replaced him with Sawwar, Folio 321b
Abd_ al-Aziz's governorsh1p comes between those of CUmar ibn Hafs ang

Sawwar ibn CAbd Allah, although no dates are given; Folio 329b4 o° he
was the_brother of Abd al=Jabbar ibn SAbd al- Rahman al-Azdi. governor
of Khurasan for Mansur. According to Tabar1 (122-123/7, 498), he was

sent against the rebel, Mulabbad ibn Hurmalah in Jazirah in 138/755-?56
and was soundly defeated.

3?Numer'ous dirhams minted in Bagrah and dated 140 have the word ®Abd
in the place noEmaLLy rgsegved for the name of the governor, undoubtedly
a reference to "Abd al-"Aziz. See Appendix B.

38
20-25.

39Ib'id., pp. 431,434; D. Sourdel, "Les cadis de_Basra d'aprés Waki )'
Arabiea 2 (1955), p. 113 In 142, a Salamah ibn Sa id ibn Jabir, a sub-
prefect on behalf of Mangur over Ubullah (on the Tigris) and the Furat
district, was charged by the caliph with building a giblah (fer a mosque)
for the people of Bagrah. (Iab 140-141/7, 513-514).

Khalifah, op. ci., p. 419; Ansab I, Folios 321b 329b

26-28° 5-10,

“04sab 1, Folios 321b,,_og; 322a,; Khalifah, op. ci., pp.420,431—

called SUmar ibn Ja far Hazarmard on p. 431.

41Ans&b, loc. cit.; Khalifah, op. ci., pp. 420, 431, 433.

“21ab 35978, 33; 370-371/8, 42; YaCaubl, Tarikh 11, p. 465; FHA I,
p. 265. G. Mar§a1s, loc. cit.,_has 15 Dhu al-Hijjah 154 (November 27,
771), probably copying Ibn 1dhari Bauan aZ-mughrtb I, p. 76, which
calls him "Amr ibn Hafs. But Ibn “Idhari quotes Tabari's date of 153
on p. 77.

43 Khal?fah, op. Cit., pp. 420, 431.

44Ibid.; Tab 142/7, 515; Aneab 1, Fol. 288a (year not stated);
Fol. 329a £.° he is also mentioned as having ggen amil of Waswt at
a later dazg

45Khal1fah, op. cit., p. 431.

4phahab] VI, p. 39.

47Lavois 1560 (countermarked with Mahdi on reverse); Nutzel 2079;
Paris (uncataloged, with countermark of li-MahdZ on obverse).

48Khal?fah, op. Cit., p. 431.

49Iib-, pp.421,422,431. Tab 126/7, 500; 127/7, 502; 138/7, 511;
141/7, 514; 142/7, 516; 189/7, 551; 291/7, 629; 297/7, 634; 299/7, 635,
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has him as governor every year from 139 to JgS, but for the year 140
(129/7, 504), when he merely says that the “amils_are all the same as
for the previous year, with the exception of Khurasan. Some dirhams
minted in Bagrah in 144 and 145 have the letter sin in the place where
the name of the governor is usually located. This quite likely repre=
sents Sufyan. Fulus of Basrah, 144 also have Sufyan ibn mCawiyah
spelled out clearly. See Appendix B.

50Khal?fah, toc. cit.

51Khaleah, op. cit., pp. 422, 431.

>2gxtensive and detailgd coverage of the Calid revolt of 145 is
found in the sources. Khalifah, Tarikh 11, pp.421-422; Tab 189-265/7,
552-609cagd_282-318/?, 622-649; IA V, pp.529-551 and 560-571; FHA 1 230~
256; Ya_qubi, Tarikh 11, pp.452-456; Dhahabi VI, pp.12-20, 22-27; Ibn
al="Imrani, p. 64. See also Omar, ébbasidZCaliphate, pp.240-248; and
L. V. Vaglieri, "Ibrahim b. Abd Allah," EI° III, pp.983-985, especially
the bibliography at the end of the article.

53'_rab 297/7, 633. For the mearning and functions of the shurtah,
see Chapter VII.

ShehalTfah, op. cit., p. 422.

>>1ab 299-300/7, 635.

58 halifah, op. cit., p. 432.

5T7ab 300-301/7, 636; 307/7, 640; Ya“qubi, Tarikh 11, p. 454.

S8KhaL1’fah, loc. cit. But Tabari (301/7, 636) says that Ibrahim
left as his deputy in Bagrah, Numaylah ibn Murrah al-CAbshami. Further
on (304/7, 638), Numaylah is again mentioned as Ibrahim's designated
successor there, but adds that he appointed his son Hasan to take his
father's place, along with Numaylah. Hasan was probably quite young at
this time and his father_may have felt the need to leave him with_a
trusted supporter. Yg qubi, Tarikh 11, p. 454, states that Ibrahim Left
Basrah on 1 Dhu al-Qa dah 145 (January 21, 763) and lLeft Numaylah ag his
successor. In FHA I, his name is givep as Numaylah ibn Murrah ibn ~Abd
al-"Aziz al-Tamimi (p. 251), and Ibrahim leaves Hasan as his successor

and Numaylah in command of the shurtah (p. 253).

_ 59Khah?fah, pp. 422,432. Iabar? and Balaahuri spell the name as
Mujalid.
60, - - .
Ansab 1, Fol. 291a9_10; Khalifah, op. cit., p. 432.
Tewa 1, p. 256; IA V, p. 571.
62

FHA I, p. 252. Khalifah, Tarikh 11, pp.423,432, states only that
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he arrived in the city and prayed with the people.

3tua 1, pp. 252, 254.

S4eua 1, p. 254.

65Although Khal1fah, Tarikh 11, p. 423, _says that Salm was appointed
in 146, numismatic evidence shows that Iabar1 is correct in stating that
his tenure began in 145 (319/7, 649). Some Bagran dirhams of that year
have Sqlm engraved on them. That he did govern there until some time in
146 is proved by dirhams of that year, which also have his name. See
Appendix B.

S1ab 327/7, 655-656. KhalTfah, Tarikh 11, p. 432, says he was gov-
ernor for two months, while Tabari (327/7, 656) states that he remained
in Basrah for fijve months, adding that another of his_sources related
that Salm had arrived there after the defeat of Ibrahim's forces and had
appcinted Abu Birqah Yazid ibn Salm (his son ?) as chief of police.

Ansab I, Fol. 308b, says he was governor of Basrah in 147, but in light
of other ev1dence, this is most improbable. See correspondence between
Mansur and Salm in JRA III, pp. 96-97, Cf. Pellat, Milieu, pp.198, 273.

S7rab 350-351/8, 24. See Chapter IV, No. 5(d).

680hahab7 Vi, p. 71.

69Kha[1fah, op. Cit., p. 423; in the list of governors on p. 432, he
he is not even mentioned as having been in office that year. FHA I, p.
254, has him being appointed governor of Bagrah without mentioning the
year, but later on (p. 257), he is appointed governor of Kufah in 147.
Tab (327/7, 655) gives his appointment as_146 and says that in 147 (329/
8 7) he was transferred from Basrah to Kufah to replace “Isa ibn Musa.
Num1smat1c evidence: dirhams of Basrah with a mim in the governor's
name position. This letter probably refers to Mubammad, but could be
the next governor, whose name was Mubammad also. See Appendix B.

70Kha'1fah, OP. c1t., pp.423, 432, says Mansur appointed him in 146
and that he left office in 149 It is very poss1bLe that a scribe later
transposed a tis° for a sab® » Since all other sources state he was gov-
ernor only 1in 147,

“1ab 352/8, 25; 1A V, p.582; Ansab 1, Fol. 308b 7 3p.33+ Some
dirhams’ from Basrah 14? may have been minted under his au§p1ces. They
have two mims in the governor's name space. However, most of the 148
dirhams also have the same symbols and, therefore, these markings may
not designate the goverinor. An alternat1ve solution may be that Mubammad
remained in office until 148, but there is no written evidence to support
this conjecture. See Appendix B.

72Tab 353/8, 26,27; 354/8, 28; 359/8, 32; 367-368/8, 39-40; Ansab 1,
ol. 303b3 4" Khal1fah op. cit., P. 432' he is appointed successor by
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Muhammad ibn Abu al-CAbbas in 149. cH1s gahib al-shurtah was Jamil ibn
Mohfuz al-Azdi, according to Ibn Sa'd, Tabaqat Vii/2, p. 30.

T31ab 352/8, 25-26; 1A V, pp. 582-583, where he is called Nukhbah
ibn Sal1m.

74Tab 367-368/8, 39-40. Khalifah, 0Py cit., pp.425, 432, says these
events took place in 150. However, Ibn Sa'd, loc. cit., says he was
still governor of Basrah in_Rajab 151 (July-August 768), _Perhaps he was
governor of Bahrayn and Yamamah a second time, since Ya qub1 II 478 states
that he was dismissed from those provinces in 164/780-781. Uqbah died
in 167/783-784 (Tab 520/8, 165).

75Tab 369/8, 40-41; IA V 605,608; Khalifah, pp.425, 432, in keeping
with the dismissal date of the prered1ng governor, gives the date of ap-
pointment as 150, but says Jabir was dismissed in 152 (pp.426, 432), as
do the other above sources.

"halifah, op. cit., pp. 426, 432.

"1ab 369,370/8, 41; 371-372/8, 43; 1A V, pp. 608, 610.

Brab 466/8, 121; 491/8, 140; 492/8, 141, Ibn Khallikan VI, p. 190,
says he "died in Basrah in 165; Ya qub1, Tarzkh 11, p. 481, has the year
167.

79Loc. cit. No other source makes mention of him.
80rap 372,373/8, 44, 45.

81p. 432,

82

Tab 373/8, 46; IA V, p. 6; Khalifah, op. cit., pp. 427, 432.
83Tab 374/8, 46; 377/8, 49; Khalifah, loc. cit.; Dhahabi VI, n. 141,
gives his nisbah as "Akki.

8['The tribal factions accounted for much of the political agitation
throughout the late Umayyad and early Abbas1d _periods. The general Llines
were drawn between the Yaman1yah and the N12ar1yan (Mudar was a division
of the latter) or the South and North Arabs, respectively. Some tribes
had earlier crossed over from one grouping to another and, thus, we some-
times find a South Arab clan counted amongst the N1zar1yah and vice versa.
However, political ideals counted for more than tribal origins, as the_
Yamaniyah groups tended generally to support the ~“Abbasids and the Niza-
r1yah or at least the Mudar elements compos1ng it were anti- Abbas1d
which is interesting, cons1der1ng that the Abbas1ds were a subdivision
of Mudar. Cf. G.L. della Vida, "Nizar b. Ma‘add," EI{ 111, p. 940.

851ab 377/8, 50; 1A VI, p. 11.
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8rab 278/8, 50; KhalTfah, pp. 428, 432.

87]’ab 374/8, 46; 378/8, 50,51; IA VI, p. 11. Khalifah, p. 432. For
explanations of these terms, see Chapter VII.

88]'ab 380/8, 52; Khaltifah, op. cit., p. 428, adding that he was put
in charge of the ahdath in 157.

89rab 37978, 52; 1A VI, p. 13.

9016 459/8, 115; ‘Umarah was_appointed to head the diwan al-kharaj
in 155/772 (Jahshiyari 124). Khalifah 436 says he was placed over the
ard of Bagrah without giving the date.

17ab 466/8, 120; 1A VI, p. 40; KhalTfah, op. cit., p. 440.

92Khaleah, 0p. Cit., p. 441.

P31on Khallikan II, p. 322.

940f. Sourdel, "Les cadis de Basra ...," op. cit., p. 113.

95Control of the galat entailed the leadership of the Friday orayers,
in which the khutbah, an often politically oriented sermon, was utilized
as a vehicle for proclaiming the name of the reigning caliph.

%1ab 378/8, 50,51; Khalifah, Tarikh 11, pp.428, 432. KhalTfah, op.
cit., p. 428; Khalifah, Tabagat (Beirut), p. 221;_(Damascus), p. 532; and
Dhahabi VI, p. 189, say he died in 156, but Tabari 380/8, 52 and Ibn al-
Athir VI, p. 13, give the date as 157.

97Khal?fah, Tarikh 11, pp.428, 432; Tab 380/8, 52; and IA VI, p. 13,
have 157.

8knhalTah, op. cit., p. 428; Tab 380/8, 52; IA VI, p. 13.

99Iab 459/8, 115; 466/8, 120; 470/8, 123; 484/8, 134; 503/8, 151;
1A VI, pp.36,40,41,69; Ibn sa®d VII/2, p. 42. See Appendix A, Table 1.
He at first seems to have lost his position as qu?, but regained it the
same year. '

10074 v1, p. 60.

077ah 465/8, 120; 1A VI, p. 40; KhalTfah, op. cit., p. 440.

10212, 466/8, 120-121; 469/8, 123; IA VI, p. 40.

10370 466/8, 121; 469-70/8, 123; IA VI, p. 41.

10%72b 48278, 132; KhalTfah, op. cit., pp. 430, 440.

1051ab 477/8, 128; 484/8, 134; Khalifah, loc. cit.; Ansab I, Fol.
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286b16_1 . On the nature of the a°mal al-mufradah, see F. Lékkegaard,
Islamic ;axation in the Classie Period (Copenhagen, 1950), p. 166.

10612 50178, 149.

107726 48678, 136.

108Fut§ﬁ 11, p. 65.

putin 11, pp. 98, 109.

M0rap 50178, 150. Khalifah, op. cit., pp. 438, 440, says he was
confirmed in 165, but numismatic evidence proves otherwise. There are
dirhams of Muhammad dated 160, 161 and 162. See Appendix B.

Mrab 50378, 151.

M2rap 53872, 181.

11§Mi2ieu Basrien, p. 281; Ibn Hazm, Jamharat al-ansab (Cairo, 1948),
p. 31.

114Khah’fah, op. cit., p. 438.

157ab 501-502/8, 250; 503/8, 151. Khalifah, op. cit., pp. 438,
440, gives the date of his appointment as 165.

Mbrab s02/8, 150.

117Khal-i'fah, loc. cit.

l18KhaLifah, loc._cit., says he was dismissed in 166. Tabari does
not give the date of Salih's dismissal, but does show his successor in
office in 165. Numismatic evidence confirms that Salih was in office in
164 and 165, but does not prove his successor to be in that ~nsition in
the latter year. See Appendix B.

197ab 505/8, 153; 1A VI, p. 67. Khalifah, op. cit., p. 438, gives
his appointment year as 166.

12012y 517,518/8, 163; IA VI, p. 73. Cf. L. Massignon, "ZindTk,"
Er’ 1v, p. 1228,

12172 52078, 165. Khalifah, op. cit., pp. 440, 446, says he was
governor of Basrah past Mahdi's death and was dismissed in 169. See
Appendix B.

122126 519/8, 164; Ibn Sad VI, p. 261.

1231, VI, pp. 114, 121; Ibn Khallikan II, p. 306.

12b12p 521/8, 166. Khalifah, op. cit., p. 446, says he was ap-
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pointed in 169.

125120 557/8, 196; 562/8, 199. His successor, Sulayman, is said
also to have led the hajj this year.

126¢nalTtah, op. cit., p. 445; FHA I, p. 284.
12712b 605/8, 234; KhalTfah, op. cit., p. 447.
128

Tab 607/8, 237. Khat?fah, op. Cit., pp.448,461, gives the date
as Rajab 173.

29rab 607-608/8, 237.

130Khalwfah loc. cit. Tab 740/8, 346-347, Lists the names of the
governors during Harun al-Rashid's reign, but does not give the dates of
tenure.

131, - .
Ansab 1, Folio 334bs, 5.

132¢halifah, op. cit., pp. 461,463; Yatqubl, Tarikh 11, p. 522.
According to numismatic evidence, he was governor during at least part
of 174. See Appendix B.

31ap 74078, 346; Ansab 1, Folio 334bg; Khalifah, op. cit., p. 462.

134Khahfah loc, cit. It is possible that he was the son of al-
Mughirah 1bncal Faz", who was made governor of Ahwaz in 145 by the Alvd,
Ibrahim ibn “Abd Allah. Cf. Tab 300/7, 636.

155Khal?fah, loc. cit.

136Ibid. A fals of Bagrah (Lavois 1561), with only the century and
decade visible (17 x), has the names of both “Isa ibn Ja“far and al-
Muhallab on_it. This specimen could only have been struck during this
tenure of ~“Isa as goverror. See Appendix B.

137Futap 11, pp. 65, 72.

138Tab 740/8, 346. Pellat, p. 282, lists him as governor circa 176.
FHA I, p. 298, says he was on the hajj in 179.

3%p. cit., p. 462.

14OIbid. However, Ibn Khallikan 11, p. 433, says he was governor
in Muharram or Rajab of 248, 250, 254 or 255!

14ThatTfah, loc. cit.; Tab 740/8, 346; IA VI, p. 215.

“21ab 65178, 275; Ibn Khallikan II, p. 317.

143 halTfah, loc. cit.; Tab 740/8, 346; IA VI, p. 215. He was born
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in 109/727-728, according to Ansab I, Fol. 288b,. But Ibn Khaltikan III,
pp. 195-196, has different, conflicting dates for Qis birth year: 104,
105 (in al-Balga' of Syria) and Rajab 106. 1Ibn Sa’'d VII/1,_p. 23, gives
his §ghzb al-shurtah as Muhammad ibn Harb ibn Qatan ibn Qab1sah ibn al-
Mukhariq.

144Khal?fah, loc. cit. He died in Baghdad_in 185, according to
Ansab I, Fol. 288b,; IA VI, p. 169; Ibn Khallikan III, pp. 195-196, and
gives a second datg of Jumada 11 175, which is almost certainly erroneous.

145Khaln‘ah loc. cit.; Ansab I, Fol. 286b11 -12 (does not state the
year); Tab 740/8, 347; IA VI, p. 215.

146Khahfah loc. cit. Ibn Sa Cd Vi1/2, p. 42, mentions that he was
still governor of Bagrah in Ramadan 179.

147 hatTfah, loc. cit.

148Ib1d Tab 740/8, 346-347, Lists him as being governor of Bagrah
three times dur1ng Harun al- Rash1d's reign. Muhammad ibn Zuhayr al="
Gham1d1 may be the_same person as Muhammad ibn Zuhayr ibn al=-Musayyib al-
Dabb1, who was Harun's last app01ntment to the governorship of Armenia in
193. see Chapter III.

149Iab 644/8, 266; 733/8, 340; Ya®qubi, Tarikh 1I, p. 520.

130720 74018, 347.

151KhaL'i'fah, op. cit., p. 462.

152cha 1, p. 313.

153Azd1, p. 294; Paul Forand, '"The Governors of Mosul According to
al=Azdi's Ta'rikh aZ-MuwszL" JAOS 89 (1969), p. 98.

154See _Appendix B. Perhaps this is the same person as at-vusayn
ibn al- Bahbah found on certain coin weights. Cf. Miles, AGW, pp. 108-
109; and caM” 1, pp. 78-79.

1551p v1, p. 191.

1561ab 74078, 346; 1A VI, p. 215; KhalTfah, op. cits, p. 462.
Tabar1 (?32/8 340) says_that a certain Tharwan al-Harur1 plotted and
killed the amzl aZ-suZtan on the outskirts of Basrah in 192, but the
identity of this official cannot be determined.

157Khal?fah, loc. cit.; Ya‘qubi, Tarikh 1I, p. 525.

158KhaL'1'-fah, loc. cit.

159Iab 751/8, 274; Ya®qubi, Tarikh 1I, p. 522; Khalifah, op. cit.,
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p. 457; Ansab I, Folio 33525,

16012 832/8, 417.

1614ns&b I, Folio 335b1_2. The meaning of the term mal al-nas is
uncertain, but may refer to a war chest made up of contributions by pro-
minent members of the populace.

12120 856-857/8, 435; Yaqubl, Tarikh II, p. 534; Khalifah, op.
cit., p. 467.

163120 857/8, 435-436.

1641ab 975/8, 527; 1A VI, pp. 297-298. Cf. Sourdel, “al-Hasan b.
Saht(,"” EI2 111, pp. 243 244, Coins minted in Bagrah from 198 to 200
reflect the political changes in Irag. A dirham of 198 has dinscribed
Tahir's honorific t1tle, "Dhu al-Yaminayn," while dirhams of the years
198-200 have the wazir's honorific title, "Dhu al-Ri' asatayn ; i.e.,
Fagl ibn Sahl. The dirham of 200 also has on it the name of Hasan. See
Appendix B.

51ab 975/8, 527; YaSqubl, Tarikh 11, p. S42.

1661pi4.

167120 976/8, 528; KhalTfah, op. cit., p. 468.

168Deta1’ls of the revolt are given in the second section of this
chapter under the governors of Kufah for the years 199-200. Hasan must
have found refuge during this period at his estate in Fam al- S1lb He
did go therecdur1ng the time Ibrahim ibn_ al-Mahdi was in control of Bagh-
dad. Ibn Sa d VII/2, p. 83; Ibn Khailikan II, p. 121.

_1%%1ab 979-980/8, 531; 984/8, 533; 985- -986/8, 534-535; 999/8, Sit.
Khal1fah, op. Cite., P« 470, says “Al7 was the amir of Basrah when Zayd
al-Nar opened his revolt in the city.

170Tab 986/8, 535. W. Millward, "The Adaption of Men to their
Time," JAOS 84 (1964), p. 341.

Mrab 99678, 541.

1?2Tab 1026-27/8, 564, where CALT is called 5adl's nephew; Yacqab?,
Tarikh 11, p. 549; Sourdel, "al-Fadl b. Sahl," EI® 11, pp. 731-732.

173Ibn Khallikan II, p. 123, says he tired of office after the death
ofch1s brother and retired in 203 (on p. 121 he hascthe year 204). Ibn
Sa“d VI1/2, p. 76, mentions his Living there in Sha ban 207 and, on p.
84, in Shawwal 208. 1Ibn Khall1kan II, p. 123, gives an atternate date
and place for his death: Dhu al- Hijjah 235 at Sarakhs. Cf. Sourdel,
"al-Hasan b. Sahl," p. 244.
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VA rarakh 11, p. 545.

175Agh&n€ XVIII, pp. 17-19; the bribe was reported to be 100,000

dirhams.

1761 v1, p. 420.
177?ubaq5t VI1/2, p. 51; Pellat, op. cit., p. 282, quoting lbn sa®d.
178, ¢

Ya“qubi, Tartkk II, p. 553.

79vaCquoT, Tarikn 11, p. 561; Tab 1099/8, 619; 1101/8, 622; IA VI,
pp. 408, 415.

180yaCqubT, Tarikh 11, p. 553; Tab 1039/8, 576; IA VI, p. 358. Zam-
baur, Manuel, p. 41, and Genealogical Chart No. 4 confuse this person
with Salih ibn Abu Ja“far al-Mangur.

1817ab 106778, 597; Khalifah, op. cit., p. 473.

1826abriel Ferrand, "Zott," E11 IV/2, p. 1235; Pellat, op. cit.,
pp. 37-39, believes that special officers were appointed specifically to
organize the offensive operations against this group.

1831ab 986/8, 535; Khalifah, op. cit., p. 470.

184120 986/8, 535; 992/8, 539.

185120 1029/8, 567; Ya®aubi, Tarikh 11, pp. 553, 554.

1861ab 104478, 580; IA VI, p. 362.

187Ya°qu1’, Tarikh 11, pp. 561, 567.

_18§Iab 1045/8, 581; IA VI, p. 379, where his father's name is_given
as Mashur_and Mabtijur. Zambaur, Manuel, pp. 41, 203, calls him Da'ud
ibn Banijur. Cf. Ferrand, "Zott," p. 235.

189Tabaq5t vii/2, p. 50.

120Yacqab?, Tartkh 1I, p. 557. This may allude to the statement of
Ibn Sa"d VII/2, Rg 48, that he was over the galat and imrah (prefecture)
of Basrah in Rabi~ II 196.

191Khal."7fah 474, _Ghasszn ibn CAbbad may have been the person who
was governor of Khurasan from 202-205/818-821. See Chapter V, No. 23.

19210 V1, p. 420.

193Le Strange, Lands, p. 24; H.H. Schaeder, "Sawad," EI1 Iv/1, p.
184. It should be noted that the word sawad can take on a secondary
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meaning when placed before the name of a town or city. It then specifi-
cally denotes the agricultural land adjoining the municipality. Much of
this_regior. was made up of the former Persian administrative_district of
Meshun, which the Arabs called Maysan. Cf. M. Streck, "Ma1san," Erl 111/
1, p. 147,

194M Streck "Wasit," EIJ Iv/2, p. 1129; Streck and J. Lassner,
"Kaskar," EI? IV, pp. 724~725.

195p. 95. This version is possible becagse he was in Iraq before
he revolution and, therefore, before Abu al- Abbas and the rest of the
Abbasid family arrived in Kufah. Dinawari, Akhbar al-tiwal, . 358.

196Folio 290a.

197T5r2kh II, p. 420. He also acquired former estates belonging to

the Umayyads in Iraq (Qudamah, p. 241).

198Tab 72/7, 458 and IA_VI, Ps 445, say he was removed from Kufah
and her Sawad in 132; Ya qub1, Tarikh 11, p. 421.

99Tab 72/7, 458; 1A V, p, 448; Iban $a°d VI, p. 234; Khalifah, op.
cit., P 414 governor of Yamamah; Dhahabi V, p. 243; Ya qubi, Tarikh
II’ p. 434.

200Khahfah op. cit., p. 410, gives exact date; Tab 73/7, 459;
Dhahab1, loc. cit., says only Rabi- I 133, the latter add1ng that he was
born in 81/700. FHA I, p. 233, states he died on Friday, 13 Safar 133
(September 20, 750).

2001ab 72/7, 458; Khalifah, op. cit., p. 412. Ansgb I, Fol. 328b
21¢f. says he was given the governorship of Ahwaz and Kufah.

2021ab 75/7, 460; 8177, 465; 84/7, 467; 91/7, 473; Yaqubl, Tarikh
II, p. 435.

2031ab 9277, 474.

204rab 121/2, 496; 12417, 499; 127/7, 502; 1297, 504; 138/7, 511;
141/7, 514; 189/7, 551; 319/7, 649, FHA I, p. 227, says he was left in
charge of the government when Mansur went on the hajj of 140.

205Tab 131/7, 506. Ansab I, Fol. 326b16 177 mentions a Majashi®

ibn Yazid al-Duba®3 (Dabbi ?) as °Tsa ibn Musa's ﬁaﬂbb al-gshurtah in
Kufah at one time; Zvaub1, Buldan, p. 240; and Tartkh 11, p. 445, gives
the name of Majashi~ ibn Harith.

2081ab 142/7, 516; YatqubT 11, p. 469.

207rab 311.7, 644; Khalifah, op. cit., p. 422. Cf. M. Streck and
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S.H. Longrigg, "szhamrg," EI2 I, p. 952.

208J Lassner, Foundations of Power: Studies in the Formation of
Cabbasid Govermment CUnpublished typescriptl, pp. 211-213.

209Ya qubi, Tarikh 11, p. 457.

Iab 329/8, 7; 352/8, 25; Dhahabi VI, p. 29; FHA I, p. 257.
KhaL1fah op. cit., is uncerta1n about the length of “Isa's governor-
ship, In one place (p. 423), he says he was dismissed in 146, calling
him “Ali ibn Musa. ELsewhere (p. 432), he was confirmed in his position
by Mansur (in 137), then dismissed in 139. This date may have been the
mistake of the manuscript copier. Although this is not confirmed by any
other literary source, the numismatic evidence is consistent with the
alternative chronology. A comparison of the annulet patterns of Kufan
dirhams for the years 132 to 147 shows a clear transition from one pat-
tern to another around the year 139. Since it has not been conclusively
established that the annulet pattern can always be identified with a
particular governor, other possibilities must be considered. The chang-
ing annulet pattern may have been due to the replacement of another
official such as the chief administrator of the mint or the sahib al-
kharaj. See Chapter VIII. )

2M1ab 51978, 164.

$1212b 353/8, 25.

2V31ab 329/8, 7; 353/8, 27; 354/8, 28; 359/8, 32; 369/8, 40; 370/8,
41; 371/8, 43; 373/8, 45; FHA 1, o. 257. Ansab 1. Folio 286b,7 st e

was appointed on the advice of ®Isa ibn R Khal?fah, op. Cit., P.
423, says he was appointed in 146 and (on p. 432) he was placed over
Kufah after "Isa ibn Musa was dismissed in 139, and was governor there
for eight years. Numismatic evidence shows a Sa“id as prefect in was1t,
around the year 147. See Appendix B.

2V1ab 36978, 41.

215Tab 374/8, 46.

Iab 375-373/8, 47-49. Here Tabar1 also relates from the work of
Umar ibn Shabbah that Mubammad was dismissed in 153 and his successor,
Amr _ibn Zuhayr, was appo1nted the same year. Umar points out that it
was Amr who directed the construction of the moat for Kufah. It was
normally a major responsibility of the g&bib al-barid, who was appointed
directly by the caliph, to report all the activities of the governor to
the caliph (see Chapter VII). Other officers of the provincial adminis-
tration are found to have reported certain actions of governors to the
caliph, usually in an attempt to enhance their own position and show the
governor in a bad light, as was probably the case here.

17]‘ab 375/8, 47; 377/8, 49; 378/8, 51. Khal?fah, op. cit., p. 432,
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alludes to 147 as the appointment date.

218rab 384/8, 57.

219130 45878, 115; Khalifah, op. cit., p. 440,

220'[ab 458/8, 115. 1A VI, p. 36, but with name Isma®il ibn Ismatil.

221Tab 458/8, 115. Thabit was in charge of the diwan al-kharaj of

Kufah in 158 and 159, replacing “Amr ibn Sulay " (Khalifah) or Kaylagh
Gin Jahsh1yar1), who had been invested with that office in 155. When
Thabit was _appointed, CAmr was imprisoned. Muhammad ibn Jam1l, a rela-
tive to Thabit by marriage, succeeded the Llatter when Mahdi made him his
katib in 163. He was later head of _the central administrative diwan al-
kharaj; and at the beginning of Harun al-Rashid's reign, we find him
over the diwan °Iraqayn and the kharaj of Syria. Tab 469/8, 123; 500/8,
148; 1A, VI, pp. 41,61; Khalifah, op. cit., p. 436; Jahshiyari, pp. 124-
125, 177.

2213b 458/8, 115.

223Tab 469/8, 120 IA VI, p. 40. Dhahab? VI, p. 165, says he was
dismissed in favor &f ~Uthman ibn Lugman al=Jumahi.

524Tab 465/8, 120. But Tab 467/8, 121, quoting another tradition
from “Umar ibn Shabbah, says under the same year_(159), that Mahdi ap-
pointed Rub ibn_Hatim al-MuhalLab1 governor of Kufah Khalifah, p. 440,
states that "Isa ibn Luqman was governor after CAmr ibn Zuhayr. Then
Sharik, the qad?, was put in charge and it was he who appointed Ishaq
to the athth Mahdi subsequently removed Sharik and Ishaq was made
governor "of all functions.

225vab 466/8, 120.

220rab 469/8, 123; 484/8, 134; 492/8, 141; 494/8, 143; S01/8, 149;
IA VI, pp. 40, 41, 56, 62.

227IA VI, p. 56.

228rab 491/8, 140; 492/8, 141; IA VI, p. 56. IA VI, p. 68, says
that he died in 165 but Khalifah, op. cit., p. 431, states that he was
the last governor of Yemen under Mansur. He died in Basrah in 165, ac-
cord1ng tg Ibn Khallikan VI, p. 190; “and IA VI, p. 68, but in 167, accord=-
ing to Ya qub1, Tarikh 11, p. 481.

29Tab 503/8, 151.

230FaZs of 165, see Appendix B.

2311ab 50378, 151.
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2321ap 505/8, 153; 518/8, 163; 1A VI, p. 74. KhalTfah, op. cit.,
p. 441, merely stateg that he was governor after Ishag ibn al- Sabbah
and before Musa ibn “Isa.

233Tab 519/8,~164 Notices of his being governor in 167: Tab
521/8, 186; Ibn Sa®d VI, p. 261. Khalifah, op. Cit., p. 440, says he
was governor of Bagrah past the death of Mahdi, but this can hardly be
correct.

23h1ab 51978, 164.

235Dhahab? VI, p. 165. By the end of the year, Musa ibn “Isa was
governor (Tab 568/8, 204).

2361ab 568/8, 204. Khalifah, op. cit., pp.441,446, calling him
Musa ibn “Isa ibn CALT (°), states he was governor of Kufah until Mahdi's
death, and was conf1rmed in_that office by Hadi where he remained_until
the latter's death. Ya qub1, Tartkh 11, p. 480: when “Tsa ibn Musa
died (167), Mahdi appointed Musa to the post at Kufah.

237130 605/8, 234; Ya qubl, Tarikh 11, p. 492.

238cua 1, pp. 284-285.

239See Appendix B.

240IA VI, p. 215. He held a number of other posts prior to and
after this, including the governorships of Mecca and Ta'if, leadership
of the hajj and summer campaigns several times. He died in Baghdad in
185 (IA VI, o. 171).

241Ib1d Tabar1, Ibn al- Ath1r‘ and Khalwfah ibn Khayyat provide
Lists only of the governores for Harun al-Rashid without dates of tenure.
The order in which the names are placed, and even the names themselves,
vary from one source to the other. Alternative references provide some
specific years during which certain of these individuals were in office,
but the chronology from this_point on is tentative at best. I have fol-
lowed a combination of Iabar1 (740/8, 346) and Ibn al- Athir (vi,_p. 215J.
Khal1fah s list (op. cit., p. 462) is very different between Musa ibn
“Isa's first appointment through to the last governor under Harun:

al-Abbas ibn_ Musa ibn ®Isa §p

éYacqub ibn Abu Ja‘far al-Mansur -

Yahya 1b2 Bashr ibn HaJwan al- Harithi

Musa ibn Isa @)

al~_ Abbas ibn Musa (2

Isgaq ibn al- §abbah (2)

Ja far ibn Ja far ibn Abu Ja_ Cfar

Mansur ibn “Ata' al- Khurasan1, mawla Banu Layth
Musa ibn ®Isa (3)

Some time during the 170s Musa ibn Khazim ibn Khuzaymah al=Tamimi was



80
governor of Wasit (nsab 1I, Folio 450b,3_5,)-

®2720 740/8, 346; 1A VI, p. 215._ KhalTfah, op. cit., p. 448, says
he was appointed after_al- Abbas ibn Musa‘ but he never arrived at his
post, having made Yahya ibn Bashr al- HaJwan1 al=- Har1th1 his acting gov-
ernor. The latter was dismissed within a short t1me, however.

Iab 607/8, 236; IA VI, p. 118; Ya qub1, Tarikh 11, p. 521. In
Ansab 1, Folio 335a, ., Ya'qub led the_hajj_in 172 and fell from his
horse, breaking his néck. Whe her Baladhuri means that the accident
happened specifically while Ya'qub was on this trip, or at a later time,
is a matter of conjecture. However, he is reported to have still been
alive in 224 (IA VI, p. 502; FHA II, p. 512).

2hbran 607/8, 236.

2451ab 74078, 346; 1A VI, p. 215.

246Iab 625/8, 251. FHA I, pp. 294-295, states that he was dismissed
from the post in Egypt in 176.

Iab 740/8, 346; IA_VI, p. 215 Khaé1fah, op. Cit., p. 462, says
he was appointed between Musa ibn “Tsa ibn “Ali (?) and Ya qub ibn Abu
Ja far.

2481ab 740/8, 346; 1A VI, p. 215; KhalTfah, loc. cit.

24 ?Ansab I, Folio 334b7 8,12-13" adding that he owned a house near

the Rab al-Nagb, which looked out over the Tigris.

2500, cit., p. 462.

2511ab 625/8, 251; Ibn Sa%d VI, p. 264

252Co1’ns issued in his name for Armenia and Arran for these years
are extant. See Appendix B.

2531ab 646/8, 267; 647/8, 269; Ya qubi, Tarikh II, p. S22.

254Tab 646/9 267. Numismatic evidence points to an ®Abd al- Rahman
ibn Muhammad as amil of Nas1§ in 182. See Appendix B.

2SSIA VI, p. 165. l’hahfah Op. Cite, p. 462, states he was still
in office when Harun al-Rashid died in 193. This may be true and his
death date of 183 could be in error, since the period in office of the
next governor is very uncertain. A fals of 191 (?) may have been issued
for Musa. See Appendix B.

2561, VI, p. 215.

237rab 358/8, 32; 651/8, 275. A $a°Td was Camil of Wasit in 187.
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See Appendix B.

2:'8Tab 832/8, 417._ In another place (779/8, 377), Tabari states
that Amin appointed “Al7 ibn “Isa (ibn Mahan) governor o? Irag in 194.

259Tab 856/8, 435; 857/8, 436.

Iab 857/8, 439 858/8,_437; and IA VI, p. 265, where he is called
al-Fadl ibn Musa ibn “Isa al- Hash1m1. Ya qub1, Tar1kh 11, p. 534, gives
a different version, stating that Iah1r headed for Was1t on 3 Rajab 196
(March 21, 812), after the people of_Kufah had given allegiance to
Ma'mun at the hands of al-Fadl ibn Musa ibn “Isa. Zambaur, Manuel, Table
G, F.N. 59, has Fadl ibn Musa ibn “Tsa as being governor of Kufah from
196 to 199, which is certainly incorrect.

261Tab 859/8, 437-438. ®Imran later was Ma'mun's governor of Sind
in 216 (Iab 1105/8, 626) and was killed while still in that offwce11n
227 (va® qubi, Tarikh 11, p. 585). Cf. M. Streck, "al-Mada'in," EI" III,
p. 77.

262120 857/8, 436-437.

263130 856/8, 435.

264Events during his governorship of atl Irag have been discussed
under the same years for Bagrah.

265See Appendix B.

_ %667an 977/8, 529. YaSqubi, Tarikh 11, p. 543, says Khalid ibn
Yazid ibn Mazyad was made governor of Kufah ca. 199-200.

267¢f. B. A. Scarcia, "Ibn Tabataba,” EI® III, pp. 950-951.

2680¢. H.A.R. Gibb, "Abu'l-Saraya," EI° I, pp. 149-150.

269See Appendix B.

2707ab 97978, 530. 1In another place (985/8, 534), ALY ibn Abg
Sa 1d is said to have been wali of Wasit when Abu Saraya arrived. ~Abd
Allah had an active career: he was appointed governor of Tabaristan in
185 (650/8, 273), governor of Himg in 194 (775/8, 374; 795/8, 388), and
was head of a large army in Hamadan in 195 (£%%/8, 416).

2?1The sources give notice to this imporiant Al1dc1nsurrect1on.
Tab 976-986/8, 528-535; IA V1, pp. 302-307, 309-310; Ya qubi, Tartkh 1I,
. 542-543; Khal1fah, op. cit., pp. 458-470; FHA I, pp. 345-347.

272Ya qubi 1I, p. 543.

“Trab 1003/8, 547.
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27hrab 1012-13/8, 554-555. Cf. B. Lewis, "CALT al-Rida," EI% I,
pp. 399-400.

2751ab 1017/8, 558.

276 2
p. 987.

277

Tab 1019-23/8, 559-562. Sourdel, "Ibrahim b. al-Mahdi," EI“ III,

Tab 1037/8, 574.

278Yacqﬁb?, Tarkh 11, p. 553, gives his name as “Isa ibn al-Rashid.

279Tab 1066/8, 596; 1A VI, p. 385.

280Yacqab?, loc. cit.

281See Appendix B.

282He may well have been a relative of IShir ibn al-Husayn, as they
share the same name of their grandfather. He received a number of ap-
pointments from the Tahirids. See Tabari, Index.

2831ab 1102/8, 623.

284rab 1165/8, 667-668.

285ALthough D. Waines, "The Third Century Internal Crisis of the
Abbasids," JESHO 20 (1977), p. 286, shows revenues from the Sawad de-
creasing from early in the reign of Harun al-Rashid, this does not pre-
clude the Bagrah/Kufah rivalry in social, economic and cultural spheres
as having abated.

286 C= gy . .. .y .
For the “amil's role in provincial administration, see Chapter
VI.

287Tax revenues of Iraqg are listed in Appendix C.

288CAbbgsid governors of Basrah were in office for approximately 34
of the 86 years (Wuslim reckoning) covered in this study. Other govern-
ors were drawn from the various Arab tribal divisions: Yaman (8), Mudar
(6), as well as one Iranian. Two others were mawal?l and four governors
came from indeterminable origins. See Chapter VI, Table 1.

289Of the 86 years of this period, about 47 saw ®Abbasid family mem-
bers as governors of Kufah. Others were from Yaman (2), Mudar (2),
Iranian (2), in addition to one mawla and two whose affiliation cannot
be determined. See Chapter VI, Table 1.



CHAPTER III
THE PROVINCE OF ARMENIA

The first “Abbasids inherited the province of Armenia from their
predecessors, the Umayyads, and with it the task of ruling a populace
generally hostile to the Arabs since the initial conquests in the region
dating from 24/645-646., What the Arab historians and geographers termed
Arminiyah, in reality comprised a region made up of several distinct
territories inhabited by a diverse number of peoples. The Arabs merely
took the name of the most prominent of these lands, the former kingdom
of Armenia, and applied it to the entire area stretching along the south-
ern slopes of the Caucasus, from the Caspian Sea westward to the Byzantine
frontier that extended south from the Black Sea. The southern Limits ot
this vast territory were defined by the caliphal provinces of the Jazi-
rah and Azerbaijan, both of which were sometimes joined to Armenia for
administrative purposes. The Arab geographers applied several systems
of division to Armenia according to groupings of districts, but the ad-
ministrative mechanism of the CAbbasids functioned on the concept of two
or three Large territorial um'ts.1

Armenia proper comprised the area from the headwaters of the Eu-
phrates eastward to a line running roughly between Lakes Van and Urmiyah
north to Lake Sevan. The capital of Armenia under the Arabs was called
by them Dabil (Armenian Dwin).2 Other major urban centers were Qaliqala
(modern Erzerum), Nashawa (Armenian Nakhichewan), and KhiLS; or Akhlsg.

During the period of Arab domination of Armenia, groups of Arab tribes-
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men were settled in the province. This is particularly true under the
early CAbbasids when certain governors made a conscious effort to bring
in large numbers of Arabs, mainly from the Jazirah and Irag. "Normally,
the neus settlers were members of the governor's own tribal grouping,
brought in to bolster his influence in the province. Thus, parts of
Armenia, by this process, came to have a large Arab population, centered
principally in Dab?l, QSL?qal; and in the mineral-rich area north of Lake
Van, known as ngunays (formerly the old Armenian district of Apahuniq),
and particularly in the town of the same name.3 The Arab population,
allowed to become esteblished in the cities and towns, developed its own
interests and was often as much a source of trouble for the administra-
tion as were the indigenous peoples of the area.

For administrative purposes, the Abbasids joined the province of
Arran to Armenia under a single governor. This territory, the classical
Albania, comprised the region between the Aras (Araxes) and the Kur
(Kura) Rivers, but during the early Abbasid period was extended east-
ward to the Caspian coast and northward to the fortress city of Bab al-
Abwab (Darband).4 Thus, the Arab Arran was enlarged to encompass the
districts of Sharan, Shakki and ]’abarsarSn.5 The principal city and
capital of Arran was Barda®ah (Armenian Partav), which had a large Arab
population.6 The other major urban centers were Baylaqgn, within Arran
itself, and Bab al-Abwab on the Caspian coast.

Curing the early cAbbEsid period, even the province of Azerbaijanr
was sometimes joined tS Armenia and Arran under a single governor.
Azerbaijan was situated between Lake Urmiyah and the Caspian Sea on the

west and east, respectively, and was limited by the Aras River and Arran
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to the north and the provinces of Jibal and Jilan to the south and south-
east. Ardabil was the capital and normally the seat of an CAbbgsid gov-
ernor when the province was ruled separately.8 buring times when Azer-
baijan was united with Armenia and Arran, the governor usually placed a
deputy in the city or occasionally administered all three provinces from
there, especially when his presence was required to quell disturbances
or revolts localized in that province. Other important urban centers of
the province were Marsghah, Warthan and Badhdh. The last-named place
became famous as the center of operations for thc revolutionary leader
BSbak, who began his long-lasting insurrection from there about 201/
816-817.°

The importance of Armenia to the early CAbbasids is manifest by the
interest each individual caliph took in the political situation of the
province.10 Time after time, armies were sent under able—and sometimes
incompetent—Lleaders to put down revolts by Armenians and local Arabs
alike. The caliphs were interested in maintaining strong control of
Armenia and there were several reasons for this policy. Armenia was a
frontier province; that is, it bordered on non-Muslim territory and the
need was perceived to maintain the province as a buffer zone against the
attacks of peoples to the north, particularly the Turks and Khazars.11
It was also an area where large numbers of Arab tribecsmen, whose num-
bers had been increasing dramatically since the initjal Arab conquests,
could be settled. Such resettling fulfilled two needs:

- the requirement for more land by Arab tribes and the necessity to

maintain adequate manpower to meet the military exigencies of

guarding the frontier and quelling disorders; and

-~ a second reason for caliphal interest in Armenia was economic in
nature.
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Although the province was taxed only moderately in comparison to other
parts of the Empire, it generated large amounts of revenue for the cen-
tral government.12 In addition to tax revenues, Armenia was Pich in
natural resources which the cAbbgsids were eager to exploit. Several
minerals are found there in abundance, including copper, silver and lead,
as well as some gold.13 The area of ngunays, north of Lake Van, was
known for the mining of natron salt, magnesia and copper.14 The pro-
vince produced large amounts of cereal grains and fish, much of which
was exported to Irag and other regions of the Empire.15 In addition,
Armenia was well known for its manufacture of fine cloth and carpets,
the center of these activities being Dab?L.16 Altthough the reported
amounts of taxes in dirhams and dinars levied on Armenia do not seem
excessively large, the wealth of the province in other forms attracted
the interest of the central administration, and taxes in kind were col-
lected in addition to those payable in cash.

Several mints were in operation in Armenia during the early € Abba-
sid period and the almost unbroken series of silver and copper coinage
they produced is a major source of historical information for that per-
jod. The two primary mints were located at Dabil and Bardacah, although
the names on the coins themselves were usually the names of the pro-
vinces; i.e., Armenia and Arran, respectivety.17 In addition, there were
occasional emanations from Bab al-Abwab, ngangbzd/ngGn?yah, and a long
series from Ma®dan ngunays. A few copper issues, probably struck by
prefects on behalf of the governors, are known for Bab aL-Abw;b, the

fortress city that marked the northern Limit of Arab rule in Armenia and

which was subject to frequent attacks by the Khazars.18 Harunabad (Cor
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H;ran?yah) has not been identified with any certainty but, because the
word Arminiyah is also present on most of the coins minted there, its
inclusion as a provincial mint is justified.19 Dirhams and fals are

20 The Ma®dan stunays mint pro-

known for the period of 167 to 171.
duced a series of coinage beginning in the 180s and extending almost to
the end of Ma'mun's reign. The location of the mint town has been a
matter oY conjecture for some time, however. H.M. Ghazarian summed up
the various possibilities for ngunays, based on both Arab and Armenian
sources, and finally concluded that it was the area northwest of Lake
Van near Manzikert (Matazgird).21 The identification of ngunays with
the old Armenian district of Apahuniq is undeniably correct, but because
the word maCdan (Arabic for "mine") is prefixed to BSjunays, it was pos-
sibly a state-owned operation, located near the village of stunays.22
It is perhaps coincidental that the first year of issue from this mint
is dated 183/799. Canard reports that, according to the Armenian writer
Leontius, silver mines were discovered at the end of the 8th century
A.D.23 In the opinion of this writer, dirhams with the mint name of
iaCdan Bajunays were struck to exploit the newly-found silver deposits
directly from the minehead.

The transition from Umayyad to Abbasid rule seems to have affected
Armenia very little. The last Umayyad governor, Isbgq ibn Muslim al-
chayl?, attempted to hold onto this province by the force of arms but,
with no help forthcoming from Marwgn, had little prospact for success.
Under the first cAbbssids, Armenia was administered, more often than not,

either from or in union with the Jaz'irah.24 Whenever a particularly dan-

gerous revolt threatened or actually broke out, which spread beyond the
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confines of one province, the caliph was forced to take drastic measures
to re-establish his authority. This usually involved sending reinforce=-
ments to the provinces and appointing a territorial governor with mili-
tary experience over the several provinces in question. Instances when
governors were appointed over more than one of the northern frontier
provinces, especially where one of these was Armenis, are mentioned be-

low in the course of reconstructing the chronology of each governor.

1. Abu ®Imarah Muhammad ibn $Ul Gmawla) (132/749-750). When control
of the Jazirah slipped from Umayyad hands, the first representative of
the new dynasty in that province, and by extension, in Armenia and

2 The Arab sources give conflicting

Azerbaijan, was Mupammad ibn SGL.
accounts concerning Mubammad's short=lived career under the first cAbbz-
sids. It seems that he was the governor of Mosul in 132 when Saffgb
sent him with a large army to govern Armenia and Azerbaijan.26 When he
arrived in Armenia, Muhammad found that Musafir ibn Kathir al-Qaggab,
the successor of the Umayyad Caliph Marwan's “amil there, Is?gq ibn
Muslim al-chayL?, had taken control of the province. After protracted
military operations, Musafir was kitled and those strongholds that had
been closed to the new régime were reduced by siege. Eventually, Mu-
hammad arrived in Barda®ah and remained there until he was dismissed by
Saffsb.27 The confusion in the sources concerning his tenure as gov-
ernor of Armeniastems from the fact that he was the deputy of Abu JaSfar
in Azerbaijan during the time the future caliph was in control of a vast
area comprising the Jazirah, Armenia and Azerbaijan. Therefore, it is

possible that some of the events described by the Arab historians con-=

cerning Muhammad ibn sal actually took place while he was governor of
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Azerbaijan and not Armenia. Because of the unsettled political situa-
tion in these territories, it was often necessary to send a military
commander from one province into an adjacent one in order to quell re-
volts and restore cAbb'a-sid control. This was a frequent occurrence in

frontier provinces such as Armenia,

2(a). Abu Ja®far “Abd Allah ibn Muhammad (al=-Mansur al=CAbbasi)
(132-136/750-754). After dismissing Muhammad ibn $Gl from Armenia, pro-
bably late in 132, SaffEb appointed his brother governor of the entire
northern and western frontiers, including the Jazirah and Mosul, the
ThughGr (i.e., the line of forts on the Byzantine frontier), Armenia and
Azerbaijan.28 Abu Ja®far was serit out to fill this post because of the
devastating insurrections which had broken out in those regions and,
accordingly, he took a large army that had been engaged in the siege of
w55i§ to the Jaz*irah.29 Although he made that province his center of
operations, he did conduct a campaign into Armenia. According to Ibn
ASthan al-KGf?, Abu Ja‘far advanced into Armenia and spent the winter in
a place called Kiran and the following summer on the plain of ggribah in
Jurzan (Georgia).30 He seems not to have remained in Armenia for long,
but went back to the Jazirah where he lLaid out the garrison town of
Rafigah next to Ragqah on the Euphrates.31 Here he stayed until 136/754
when Saff;b, worried about Abu Muslim's intentions of coming to Iraq
from Khurasan with a large army, requested Abu Ja‘far's presence. He
remained governor of his provinces, but left Hasan ibn Qahtabah al-IS'?

32 While he concerned himself with af-

in charge when he went to Anbar.
fairs in the Jazirah, Abu Ja“far's deputies managed the administration

of his other provinces. A MujSShic ibn Yazid was his “amil of Azerbai-
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jan in 133 and 134/751-752, but was soon replaced by Mubammad ibn SGL,
who was his representative there until about 136/?54.33 §5Lib ibn
Subayh and Yazid ibn Usayd were consecutively Abu Ja far's deputies in

Armenia.

2(b). Salih ibn $ubayh al-Kindi (mawla)(133-134/750-751). HKe was
a mawla of Kindah, according to Balgdhur?, and was appointed by Abu
Jatfar as his deputy over Armenia in 133/750-751.34 In that same year,
he was sent by Mubammad ibn $Gl, Abu Ja‘far's deputy in Mosul, to Bay-
Laqgn, where he invested the town and killed many of its inhabitants.35
Yacqab? does not give the reason for this action, but Baylaan is often
mentioned as a trouble spot in the province, usually as a center for
revolutionary intrigue, §§lib was dismissed in 134, but is found later
leading the forces sent to the Jazirah in 137/754-755 to put down the
revolt of Mulabbad ibn Harmalah al-Shaybani. He was defeated by the

latter and nothing more is heard of him after that time.36

2(c). Yazid ibn Usayd ibn Zafir al-Sulami (Qays/Mugar)(134=136/
752=-754). He is only mentioned as Abu Jafar's deputy in Armenia in

134 and 135.57

No details of this, his first tenure, are recounted in
the sources. When Hasan ibn Qahtabah was appointed over the Jazirah,

Armenia and Azerbaijan in 136/754, Salih was dismissed from his post.38

3. al-Hasan ibn Qahtabah ibn Shabib al-Ta‘7 (Yaman)(136-[1413/754-
£7591). When Abu Ja®far Lleft for Iraq, he appointed Hasan governor over
the Jazirah, Armenia and Azerbaijan.39 In 137/755, Abu Jacfar, by then
the caliph, wrote to Hasan urging him to kill Abu Muslim, who was in

Mosul at the t'ime.40 Since Abu Muslim was later killed at Mada'in in
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Iraq by orders of the caliph, Hasan either did not find a way of comply-
ing with Mansar's request, or was reluctant to be blamed for the famous
revolutionary's demise. Of his first tenure as governor of Armenia,
very Little is known and it may be that he spent much of his time on
military operations outside of the province. He is found leading the

41 and 1t was probably

summer campaign against the Byzantines in 140/757,
for that purpose that Baladhuri mentions that he brought in troops from
KhurESSn.42 In 141/758-759, we find his successor already in Armenia,

although Hasar is mentioned as an Camil of Mangar in Armenia, sent there

to help the new governor counter an incursion by the Khazars.43

4. Yazid ibn Usayd (Qays/Mudar); second appointment (141-[1521/
759-[7691). At the time Mangar appointed Yazid governor in 141, large
numbers of Yamani tribesmen from Bagrah, particularly from the clan of

b4

Tayy, were being resettled in Armenia and Azerbaijan. This reloca-

tion was undoubtedly devised to bolster support for the new régime in
the area, since the Yaman groups were mostly loyal to the Abbasids.
Whether or not the introduction of many Yamanis into Armenia disturbed
Yaz?d, who was of the Mudar, is not revealed by the sources, which do
not provide the length of his second appointment either. He was defin-
itely in Armenia in 142/759-760 and 143/760-761, as there are fulus
minted in Barda®ah extant for those years with his name on them.45
Baladhuri also states that he was governor of Armenia when Harun al-

46 The terminal

date of his governorship cannot be determined with any certainty.47 He

Rashid was born (26 Dhu al-Hijjah 145/March 17, 763).

is found lLeading the summer raids in 149/?6648 and was dismissed, pro-

bably in 152/769, when Bakkar ibn Muslim was appointed governor.49 How-
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ever, Vasmer, citing Armenian sources, says that from about 149 to 152/

766-769, the governor was a person named Sulaymgn, although he may have

been only a subordinate of Yaz-i'd.50

Despite a rather sketchy chronology, a fair number of the details
of Yazid's second tenure can be reconstructed from the sources. Ignor-
ing Hasan ibn Qahtabah, both Baladhuri and Hamadhani say that Man§ar
appointed Yazid governor of Armenia upon his accession to the caliphate.
Yazid immediately began a campaign into the Caucasus, conquering first

the Bab al-Lan and stationing a garrison there, then subduing the San-

ariyah, and forcing them to pay the khar&j.51 He sent a representative

to the naphtha and salt mines in Shaern,llevied a tax on them, and put

a person in charge of their operations. He also founded the cities of

Greater and Lesser Arj?l and settled people from Palestine in them.52

By far the most important events of Yazid's career were those concerning
the Khazars and their relations with the caliphate. The details are
best preserved by Ibn A than al=Kufi:

Yazid ibn Usayd went from Irag to Armenia and stayed at Barda ah.
Then he set out his amils separately in the land. Mansur wrote
to him saying that the condition of Armenia was not good and
would not be peaceful unless there was a marriage arranged with
the Khazars. Thus, Yazid should marry the king's daughter so
that conditions_could improve. When Yazid got Mansur s letter,
he sent to Khaqan, king of the Khazars,_whose name was Ta atar,
asking for the hand of his daughter, Khatun. The king answered
saying that he could marry her fcr a dowry of 100,000 dirhams.
Khatun came with 10.000 retainers (and many expensive posses-
sions, which will not be enumerated here). Yazid undertook to
convert her and had some women teach her the Qur'an. In a per-
iod of two years and four months she gave birth to two chil-
dren, both of whom died and she died during the birth of the
second. When the Khazars heard of the death of Khatun, they 53
set out against the Muslims.

The death of the Khazar princess is held up as the main reason for

the devastating raids by those peoples into Armenia in 145-147/762-764.54
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The Khezars attacked at Bab al-Abwab and forced Yazid back, even though
he had 7,000 cavalry. Man§ar sent him large numbers of reinforcements,
but the Muslims were defeated again at Sharwgn, managing only to get
back to Bardaah. Mangar was deeply troubled by these setbacks, but re-
solved to see his northern frontier protected. He sent Yazid out with
new contingents and, by the time the governor arrived in his province,
the Khazars must have withdrawn. He went first to Bardacah, then on to

55

Bab al-Awab, where he repaired the breaches in the walls, At this

point, Yazid was dismissed from his post.56

5. Sulayman (ancestry unknown) (148-152/766-768). Although no Arab
source names a Sulaymgn as governor of Armenia at this time, Vasmer in-
cluded him in his enumeration for two reasons: his mention in the Armen-
jan sources and numismatic evidence. Vasmer cites works by Saint-Martin
and Petermann, saying that a certain Sulaymgn was governor of Armenia
from 148 to 152 and that before him was an Armenian prince, Sahak (Isaac)
the son of Pakarad, from 143 to 149/?60-766.57 Vasmer notes that Saint-
Martin shows Yazid as the person who appointed Sahak and, therefore,
both this individual and Sulayman must have been deputies for Yaz?d.58
The numismatic evidence for Sulayman's governorship is a dirham of Armen-
ja, dated 151, with a sin in the space normally reserved for the name of
the governor.59 Admittedly, this evidence ic inconclusive, but no bet-
ter explanation can be offered than that this single letter represents
the Sulayman mentioned in the Armenian sources, and that he was in a
strong enough position to have coins with his initiallminted under his
auspices.

6. Bakkar ibn Muslim al-‘Uqayl7 (Mudar) (152-[1541/769~-L7711). This
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military leader came to Armenia with a great deal of experience in dif-
ficult situations. He had performed many services for the first two
cAbbgsid caliphs, including the termination of the revolt in the Jazirah
in 132-133/750-751 and the war against the rebel Ustadh Sis in Khurasan

in 150/767.90

Iabar? states that he was appointed governor of Armenia
in 153/770 and other sources agree that he did follow Yazid ibn Usayd in
office.61 However, numismatic evidence shows he was in control of Ar-

62

menia in 152/769 as well as 153. The length of his tenure is somewhat

uncertain, but he was succeeded by Hasan ibn Qahtabah—probably in 154/

771.63

7. al-Hasan ibn Qahtabah (Yaman); second appointment (154-158/771-
775). The date of ﬁasan's second appointment is not recorded in the
Arab sources, but coins with his name are extant for the years 154, 155
and 158.64 Hasan brought an army of 50,000 Khursssnis, Syrians and
Iragis with him. When he arrived in Armenia, he was faced with a re-
newed rebellion by the §an5r?yah in Jurzsn.65 Man§ar sent reinforcements
under cimir ibn IsmaCil al~ﬂ5rith? and eventually the caliph's forces
were aole to defeat the rebe'.s.66 Man§ar's army returned to Iraq and
for a time Hasan was able to govern the province in relative peace from
Barda®ah. He sent his sons out into the province as his deputies, plac-
ing Qahtabah in Bab al-Abwab; Ibrahim in Jurzan, governing from Tiflis;
and Muhammad over Armenia IV, governing the land around Akhlgg and Qali-
qaLg.67 Non-military affairs must have occupied Hasan during this tran-
quil period, for Baladhuri reports that the Nahr al-Hasan canal in Bay-
laqgn and the ngh al-Hasan (gardens or vineyards) in Barda®ah were

named for him, as were the royal estates known as al—l_-lasan'afyah.68
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This peaceful interlude was not to last for long, and it was Hasan's
son Muhammad who was responsible for initiating another conflict between
the caliphal administration and the indigenous population. When Muhammad
attempted to take the property and goods of an Armenian prince named
Michael, the latter called the Armenian nobility to revolt. The §an5r?-
yah, always ready to attack the Arab overlords, joined in the fray and
were led by the prince of Jurzgn, @amrah, son of Jurj?q. Hasan asked
Mangar for help and the caliph sent a force under CAmir ibn Isma‘il to
Akhlgg, while Hasan himself joined him from Bardaah with a large army.
The two opposing forces met on the western shore of Lake Van near Akhlgg
on 29 Jumada II 158 (May 5, 775) and the Armenians were utterly routed,
losing more than 3,000 men, including Prince Michael. The Muslim army
stripped the local church of its wealth, which was most likely carried
back to Man§ar, along with the heads of the Armenian princes.69 The
caliph may have learned the cause of the insurrection was linked to
Mubammad ibn Hasan's avarice, for shortly after this victory Hasan him-
self was dismissed from office.70 Although Hasan was not to hold a
major governmental post again, he was active in military operations after
his dismissal from Armenia and lived until 181/797, when he died at the

age of 84.71

8. ngib al-cAbbSS?, mawla of Mangar (158/775). He was the great,
great grandfather of the historian YachbT and was appointed governor of
Armenia and Azerbaijan after ﬁasan was dismissed.72 He seems never to
have entered Armenia proper, but resided in Azerbaijan and was there only
until the death of Mansur on 6 Dhu al-Hijjah 158 (October 7, 775). >

Numismatic evidence demonstrates that his successor was already in Bar-
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dacah before the end of 158.74

9. Yazid ibn Usayd (Qays/Mudar)(158-163/775-780). The Arab sources
do not mention this last appointment of Yazid to govern Armen%a, but an
Armenian historian shows him to have been in office during this period.75
Iabar? does say that he took part in the summer campaign of 162/779 and
made forays in the region of QEL?qalE, capturing three fortresses.76
Since QSL?qaLE was part of the province of Armenia, Yazid was obviously
acting in his capacity as governor that year. Extant coinage with
Yazid's name from Earda®ah in 158, 159 and 163, and from Dabil in 159

conclusively demonstrates that he was the governor of Armenia during

this per‘iod.?7

10. Harun al-Rashid (“Abbasi)(163-[1651/780~[7821). Mahd7 appointed
his son governor of all the provinces wést of Iraqg up to, but not includ-
ing, Egypt, as well as Armenia and Azerbaijan, in 163.78 It is impos-
sible to determine whether Harun did indeed go to Armenia during his
appointment, as he spent much time campaigning against the Byzantines.

[ However, in 164/781, an €Abd

He led the summer raids of 163 and 165.
at=Kabir ibn °Abd al-Humayd led the summer campaign, which must have
centered on the Armenian frontier. He was opposed by a force of 90,000
men, led by an Armenian, Prince Michael, and the affair seems to have

80

culminated in neither side gaining the advantage. 0f Harun's part in

the affairs of the province at this time, there is no evidence.

11. “Uthman ibn SUmarah ibn Khuraym (Qays/Mugar)([1651-168/C7821-
785). Almost nothing is known of his governorship in Armenia. Bala-

dhuri and Hamadhani say only that he was governor after Hasan ibn Qah-
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tabah and before Rab ibn Ustim.81 However, numismatic evidence shows

him to have been in the province during the years 166 to 168.82 He was

later governor of Sijistan 172-176/788-792.83

12, “Abu Hatim Ruh ibn Hatim ibn Qabisah al-Muhallabi (Azd-Yaman)
(169/785-786). He is mentioned by Baladhuri and Hamadhani as governor
after “Uthman and before Khuzaymah ibn KhSzim, although the date is not
specified.84 However, a dirham minted in Arran and dated 169 demon-
strates that he was in Armenia after having been dismissed from the gov-
ernorship of Kifah by Had7.2° Since he left Kufah well after Mahd's
death at the beginning of the year and his successor was already in of-
fice some time during 169, Rab's tenure must not have been very iong,

perhaps no more than six months.

13. Khuzaymah ibn Khazim al-Tamimi (Mudar)(169-170/786-787). After
the death of Mahdi on 22 Mubarram 169 (August 4, 785), and during the
reign of Hsd?, affairs in Armenia became unsettled.86 A guestion arises
concerning when Khuzaymah was appointed governor and by whom. Iabar?
mentions that he was in Baghdad when Had3 died on 15 Rabic I 170 (Sep~
tember 14, 786), but says nothing of his appointment to Armem’a.87
Yacqab7, however, says that Harun al-Rashid sent him as governor to that
province and that he was there one year and two months, during which
time he restored the peace and order in the country and received obedi-

88 If this chronology is correct, then Khuzaymah's

ence from the people.
tenure would have begun in 170/787 and extended into 171/788, although
available evidence points to a new governor being named in 170. Numis-

matic evidence shows that Khuzaymah was indeed in Armenia while Mahdi
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was still alive and during Hadi's brief caliphate. Dirhams of ngan?yah,
dated 169, have both Khuzaymah and Mahdi inscribed; and numerous dirhams
and fulus, dated 169 and 170, contain the names of Khuzaymah' and H§d7.89
If we assume that the data on the coinage is correct, Khuzaymah's tenure
was during the years 169 to 170. The possible conflict with Yacqab?'s
statement is alleviated since ngan, in his capacity as son of the caliph
and second heir-apparent, could have very well appointed Khuzaymah. He
may have also retained the authority over those provinces, including
Armenia, which he had controlled earlier.

In any case, whatever troubles had unsettled the province, Khuzaymah
worked to stabilize conditions during his term in office. Baladhuri
says that, of the several governors of Armenia he listed for Mahd?, Hadi

90 He introduced the

and ngan, Khuzaymah was by far the most severe.
system by which Dabil and Nashawa paid the land tax (kharaj) according
to the area under cultivation and not by the produce. The Armenian
nobility attempted always to hold on to their individual properties and
respected only those Camils of the caliph who demonstrated strength and
severity. When confronted by a strong governor, they would pay the

91 This very interesting observation by Baladhur’

kharaj and submit.
provides a keen insight into Arab/Armenian relations during the early

Abbasid period. The indigenous population of the province, the major-
ity of whom were Christians, must have lLooked on the caliph's represen-
tative as an oppressor who kept order and collected taxes. Any sign of
weakness on the part of the governor would almost certainly be met with

revolt. It is not surprising that the office of governor in Armenia was

more often than not filled by a military leader.
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14. Yusuf ibn Rashid al-Sulami (Qays/Mudar) (170~L1711/787-C7881]).
He was appointed to replace Khuzaymah ibn thzim, but does not seem to
have been in office Long.92 His name is found on a dirham of'H5r5n7yah
dated 170, but the presence of Hadi's name may indicate that he was al-
ready in the province in another capacity before replacing Khuzaymah.93
Yusuf undertook to transfer many of the Nizgr?yah to Armenia and they
overwhelmed the area held by the Yaman, becoming very numerous during
his governorship.94 The Nizgr?yah originally represented the great tri-
bal grouping of North Arabs, from which came both the Mudér and Rabi‘ah.
It Later took on a political connotation representing the power bloc,
which opposed the Yaman?yah or South Arabs in the factionalism that di-

vided the Umayyad and early Abbasid caliphates.95

15. Yazid ibn Mazyad ibn Za'idah al~Shaybani (Rabi‘ah=Nizar)(171-
172/788-789). Although the date of his appoihtment is not known, it
came after the dismissal of Yusuf ibn Rashid. He may have already been
in Armenia as an amil of one of its regions (Azerbaijan) because his

9% After he

name is found on dirhams of H;ran?yah, dated 169 and 170.
became governor, he transferred a large number of Rabi‘ah Arabs to the
province, probably in order to provide new lLand for members of his own
North Arab tribal grouping.97 The overall effect was to make the Morth
Arabs the predominate Arab faction in Armenia, a fact reflected in the
many governors of the province whose tribal background was Mudar or
Rabi‘ah. The author of the Tarikh al-Bab calls Yazid ibn Mazyad the
first king of Sharwan (Sharwanshah) and gives his domains as Azerbaijan,

Armenia, Arran and Bab aL-Abqu, probably in reference to his second

appointment (see belou).98 No other details of Yazid's first adminis-
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tration are known, except that he was dismissed in 172.99

16(a). CUbayd Allah ibn al-Mahdi al-CAbbasi (172-[1751/789-[7911).

Harun al-Rashid appointed his brother to the post in Armenia %n 172,

100

after dismissing Yazid ibn Mazyad. In reporting the notices of the

Armenian sources concerning cUbayd Allzh, Vasmer notes that there is some
confusion as to the Length of his governorship.101 Ghevond gives the
period 172-182/788-798, but Saint-Martin, who relied on different Armen=

jan writers, has 172-189/788-803. 102

According to Ghevond, this Owbedlye
(CUbayd ALlah) was a rival to Harun and was strong enough to compel the
caliph to concede to him Atrpatakan (Azerbaijan), Armenia, Georgia and
Arvan (Arran). Owbedlye took advantage of his position to appoint his
own governor, first Yazid ibn Mazyad, then ®Abd aL-Kab?r, and then

103 Vasmer

SuLaymEn, "the most malicious and most trearherous of all."
argues that, because cUbayd Allah's name appears on some of the Armenian
coinage without the name of the caliph, this is an indication of his
independent status.104 This is a possibility, but other specimens than
the ones Vasmer cites do have Harun's name. There is no record of when
cUbayd Allah ceased being governor of Armenia, but since Fagdl ibn Yabyg's
name appears on some cf the coinage in 175/791, he was probably out of

office at some point in this year.mS

16(b). °Abd al-Kabir ibn Abd al-Humayd ibn ®Abd al-Rahman ibn Zayd
ibn al-Khattab at-SAdawi (Quraysh/Mudar) (175/791-792). According to
Yacqab?, he was appointed after Yazid ibn Mazyad and made his headquar-
ters in garrgn, sending large numbers of people from Diygr Mudar to
settle in Armenia. He was in office for only four months and was re-

104

placed by Fadl ibn Yabyg. His short tenure and the fact that he made
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his headquarters in the Jazirah undoubtedly are the reasons why no coin-
age bearing his name is known, ®Ad al=Kahir's only o?her known involve-
ment in Armenia was his ill-fated expedition against Prince Michael in
164, which earned him the wrath of Mahdi and a period of 'impr'isonment.107
It is interesting to note that, Like severai governors before him, Abd

al=Kabir was actively engaged in having Arab tribesmen colonize parts of

Armenia.

17. Abu al-Abbas al=Fadl ibn Yabyg ibn Khalid al=-Barmaki (Iranian)
{175-177/791-793). Harun al-Rashid appointed Fagl governor of a large
territory consisting of Armenia, Azerbaijan, Jibal and the provinces
stretching along the southern shore of the Caspian.108 Although Iabar?
states that this appointment came about in 176/792, Fagl's name is al-
ready found on Armenian coinage of 175.109 In the latter year, he had
been sent to Khurasan to receive the oath of loyalty on behalf of the
heir-apparent, Am?n, but he could easily have been back soon enough to

have been in Armenia before the year was out.110

Fadl was active in
Armenia during his two-year tenure. He took a large army with him,
first to Bardacah, and then on to Bab al-Abwab. In the vicinity of that
city he besieged a fortress called ﬂamz?n (or Hamzayn), although the
reason for this action is not apparent from the sources. He was unable
to reduce the stronghold and so withdrew to Barda®ah. Soon after he

appointed “Umar ibn Ayyab as his successor and returned to Iraq.111

Fagl
continued to direct affairs in Armenia from Irag (see below) but, in
177/793, he was made governor of Khurasan and left for the East the fol-

, 112
lowing year,

18(a). “Umar ibn Ayyub al-Kinani (Mudar)(177/793). Fadl himself
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appointed this man to take his place when he left Armenia, but whether
or not he was still in office when the next officials arrived is impos=—

sible to determine.113

18(b) (c). Abu al-SabbSh (ancestry unknown) and sa®7d ibn Muhammad
aL-Barr§n7 (? Azd/Yaman)(177/793). After Fadl returned to Iraq, he sent
Abu al-§abb§h and Sa®id to Armenia to replace “Umar ibn Ayyab, who seems
to have been only the acting governor of the province. Abu aL-§abb§h
was appointed to collect the kharaj and Sac?d was made chief of military

operations (Zzarb).”4

This marks the only reported instance in the per-
iod of this study that the several functions of the governor were dele-
gated to named individuals. Some of the names found on Armenian provin=-
cial coinage minted during this period may be those persons charged with
these offices under particular governors, but they have so far eluded

115

identification in the medieval sources. When Abu al-Sabbah attempted

to collect the Xharaj in Armenia, the people of Barda®ah killed him and

the province seemed on the edge of yet another revolt.116

19. Khalid ibn Yazid ibn Usayd al-Sulami (Qays/Mudar){177-C1781/
793-L794]). Most likely, as a result of the disturbances touched off by
the killing of Abu al-$abbah, a certain Abu Muslim al-Shari led a revolt
in Baylaqgn and Fadl ibn Yabyg appointed Khalid governor, with powers to

117

deal with the insurrection. Numismatic evidence permit:z the conclu-

118 Our two main Arab

sion that Khalid's tenure included part of 177.

historians differ somewhat in reporting the events which followed.
Ya®qubi: Fadl sent Abd al-Malik ibn Khal7fah al-Harashi to Khalid

with 5,000 men. They engaged Abu Muslim al-Shari at RGyEn and were de-

feated. Then Abu Muslim headed for the citadel of the Kilab and took
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control of it. After this, Harun al-Rashid appointed al=CAbb3s ibn
Jar?r.119

Ibn AStham al-Kufi: Harun al-Rashid sent Isbgq ibn Muslim al-
chayL? with 5,000 Iraqi cavalry. When this news reached Abu Muslim,
he marched towards Isbgq until he came to the city of Warthan. The two
forces met in a fierce battle there and Isbsq was surrounded, suffering
a shameful defeat at the hands of Abu Muslim. When Harun was informed
of this, he sent al-“Abbas ibn Jar17r.12D

Several aspects of the above reports point to two separate armies
engaged in the same battle against Abu Muslim al-Shari. Probably, upon
learning of the revolt led by Abu Muslim, Fa?l and Harun each sent a
force to aid the governor, Khalid. There seems to be some discrepancy
in the geographical location of the battle as well. Warthan was a local-
ity south of Baylaqgn on the Aras River in Azerbaijan. It is very likely
that the correct location of the battle was near that place, since the
Muslims would have been coming north from Irag and Abu Muslim was re-
ported to have marched from Baylaan to meet them. Rﬁygn was an area
southwest of the Caspian Sea and, therefore, a very unlikely location
for this battle. Warthan and RGySn look so similar 1in Arabic that the
name in Yacqab7 is, in all probability, the mistake of a copier.

20. al-CAbbas ibn Jarir ibn Yazid ibn Jarir ibn SAbd Allah al-

21 When Harun al-Rashid appointed “Abbas to

Bajali (Yaman)(178/794).
Armenia, that province was still in a state of turmoil caused by Abu
Muslim al=Shari's revolt. As soon as he arrived in Bardacah, he was

attacked and pinned down in the city by the rebel's forces from BayLaqEn.

The caliph sent a relief force of 6,000 men under Ma’dan al-gim§3, who
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met defeat and death at the hands of Abu Muslim. After seizing the
kharaj of Qasw;122 and distributing it among his followers, Abu Muslim
laid siege to Dabil for four months. Unable to take the provincial cap-
ital, he returned to Baylaqsn with much of Armenia still in his control.
Harun sent new armies to deal with the situation: Yabyg aL-ﬁarash? to
the Jazirah and Azerbaijan and Yazid ibn Mazyad at-Shaben? to Armenia
with 10 to 12,000 men each. Yabys quelled a separate revolt in Azerbai-
jan, led by a Muhalhal al-Tam?m?, and then joined Yazid in Armenia. Abu
Muslim suddenly died—the sources do not reveal the circumstances—and
his revolt was taken up by al-Sakn ibn Musa ibn ﬂayysn aL-BayLaqEn?. The
additional armies sent from Iraq apparently were too strong for the rebel
forces and Sakn soon asked for a pardon, which was granted. During these
operations cAbbss is not mentioned again; therefore, it must be assumed

that he did not long remain in office.123

21. Musa ibn “Isa ibn Musa ibn Muhammad al-CAbbasi (178-179/794-
795). Harun al-Rashid took Musa away from Kufah for a short time and
placed him over the government of Armenia. He was only in office for a
year before being dismissed and was not able to prevent new revolts from
breaking out, although details on these disturbances are Lacking.124
Coins from Armenia and Arran from the years 178 and 179 with Musa's name
demonstrate that the period of his governorate occurred during those two

125
years.

22. Abu §alih Yahya ibn Sa®id al-Harashi (mawla)(179/795).  After
dismissing Musz ibn cfsg, Harun appointed his mawla, Yahya at-@arash? as
Camil of Armenia. In the words of Yacqﬁb7, "he wielded the sword until

the state of affairs was put right, then Harun al-Rashid appointed Ahmad
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ibn Yazid ibn Usayd." Yabyg's short tenure was during 179, accord-

ing to a dirham of Armenia from that year.127

23. Apmad ibn Yazid ibn Usayd al-Sulami (Qays-Mugar)(179;E181J/
795-[7971). While he was governor of Armenia, a number of Khurgsgnis,
who had come to the province in the armies of Yahya al-Harashi and other
generals before him, attacked Ahmad ibn Yazid. They vowed never to obey
him, but no reason is given for this attitude. The caliph had no choice
but to recall him and appoint a new governor.128 The period of Ahmad's
governorship is conjectural and the dates given here are deduced from

the more definite chronology of his predecessor and successor.

24. Sa“7d ibn Salm ibn Qutaybah ibn Muslim al-Bahil (Mudar)(181-
183/797-799). Although numismatic evidence shows that sa®7d was gov-
ernor as early as 181, the only datable reference to him in that capac-

129 He arrived in Bardacah upon being ap-

ity is for the year 182/798.
pointed and affairs of the province went well for a number of months.
sa7d sent Nasr ibn Inan as his @il to Bab al-Abwab, and shortly
thereafter sent a mawla of Fagl ibn Yabyg by the name of ﬁgrith to col=-
lect the kharaj. The people of Bab al-Abwab complained that, because
they Lived on the border and had defended the province from the Khazars,
they had never before had the kharaj exacted from them. The city's pop-~
ulace sent Najm ibn Hashim as their representative to sa®id in Bardacah,
but while he was there, his son Haywan led a revolt because ﬂgrith in-
sisted on collecting the kharaj. sa®7d accused Najm of complicity in

his son's revolt and imprisoned him in Barda®ah. Haywan then attacked

Nasr ibn cInEn and put him in prison. Upon learning of this, Sac?d ord-
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ered Najm beheaded, resulting in similar treatment being accorded his
Calim, Nasr, at the hands of ﬂaywan.130

At about this time, a daughter of the Khazar thqgn was brought to
Bardacah, ostensibly to marry Fadl ibn Yabyg al-Barmaki. The princess
met the same fate as the Khazar bride of Yazid ibn Usayd in 145/762 and
again the Khazars prepared for war against the Muslims.131 Sensing an
ally in the person of the Kh5q5n, Haywan plied him with a gift of 100,000
dirhams and asked for his help against sa7d. The KhSan responded with
a reported 40,000 cavalry and the people of Bab al-Abwab allowed them to
pass into Armenia. Sa®7d was on the march between Barda®ah and Bab al-
Abwab at this time, but fled back to his headquarters upon learning of
the Khazars® approach. They and Haywan's rebels rampaged through the
territory, killing and enslaving many Muslims. Then the Khazars re-
turned to their land and Haywan went back to Bab al-Abwab. Harun was
very upset with this turn of events and moved swiftly to replace
sa®7d. 132

25. Nagr ibn Habib al-Muhallabi (Azd-Yaman)(183/799). Appointed to
succeed Sac?d, Nagr did not stay in any one place in Armenia for very

133 . . . .
3 Since numismatic evidence accurately

long and was soon dismissed.
dates the governor before and after Nasr, his governorate could only

have covered a part of 183.

26. °AlT ibn “Isz ibn Mzhan (Khurasani Arab)(183/799). CALT was
governor of Khur555n134 when he was given the additional responsibility
of controlling Armenia. Soon after his arrival, ®Al7 mounted an expe-

dition in Sharwan and met with stiff resistance. He made no secret of
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his displeasure in being sent to Armenia and his inability to bring order
to the province was readily apparent. After a short term as governor

covering part of 183, he was d'ismissed.135

27. Yazid ibn Mazyad (Rabi‘ah); second appointment (183-185/799-801.
Yazid was appointed governor of both Armenia and Azerbaijan in 183.136
As had already occurred once that year, the Khazars made a second major
incursion in Sharwan and Arran through a breach in the defenses at Bab
al-Abwab. The reason given for the raid—that Sa®7d ibn Salm had be-
headed an astrologer named Sulami—-seems superficial.13? It is more
Likely that the Khazars perceived, in the frequent change in officials
and general unrest in the province, an opportunity to strike a blow
against the Muslim-dominated lands to their south. In any event, Yazid,
with the help of Khuzaymah ibn Khszim, drove the invaders back past B3b

al-Abwab and repaired the breach in the walls there.138

The province
finally settled into a mcre or less peaceful state while Yazid ruled
from Barda®ah. He mended the bruised relations with the Armenians by
assuring their leaders and nobles that they would be safe and allowed to
Live in peace.139 Yazid also brought tribal factions under control by
making compromises between the Nizar and Yaman Arab tribal factions.140
To appease the people of Bab aL-Awab, who had been forced to pay the
kharaj by 8a®3d ibn Salm, Yazid rounded up ﬂsrith, the mawla of Fadl ibn
Yabyg, and others who had served Sach, and sent them off in chains to

1 -
141 Yazid managed to do what few governors of Armenia had been

Harun.
able to accomplish: he brought some semblance of order and non-bellig-
erency to his province. In the words of Ibn ACtham aL-KGf?, "eae he

wrote to the people of al-Abwab offering them correct guidance and peace
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in the land. The great and small loved him and he never left his abode

142

at Barda®ah until death overtook him." The coinage issued during his

tenure shows that Yazid appointed his son Asad and his brother Ahmad as
/
his deputies in the pr‘ov*inc:e.‘l“’3 He died in Bardaah in 185 and was

succeeded by Asad.144

28. Asad ibn Yazid ibn Mazyad ibn Za'idah al-Shaybani (Tabi‘ ah)

(185-186/801-802). Asad followed his father in office, but was probably

145

dismissed in 186. No details are known of his brief first tenure as

governor,

29. Muhammad ibn Yazid ibn Mazyad ibn Za'idah al-Shaybani (Rabi‘ah)

(186-187/802-803). Although the Arab sources say that Muhammad was a

146

governor of Armenia, the years of his tenure are not given. Numis-

matic evidence provides the correct chronological position of his gover-
norate, however.14? The only detail known about Muhammad's time in
office is that he discontinued the assessment of the kharaj for Dabil
and Nashawa by area introduced by Khuzaymah ibn Khazim (see above) and
let it revert to calculation by the products grown on the Land.“’8 The
Last mention of Muhammad is his participation in the summer campaign

149 Although there is no mention of

against the Byzantines in 191/807.
his being in the province a second time while governor of Khurasan, a
coin of Arran, dated 187, has the name of ®Al7 ibn “Isa inscribed on it
i1, 1°0

30. Khuzaymah ibn Khazim (Mudar); second appointment (187-191/803-
807). After relative quiet under three successive Shabenid governors,

the beginning of Khuzaymah's second governorate in Armenia was marked by

increasing unrest. The new governor had no sooner settled in at Bar-
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dacah, then he moved swiftly to restore order in the province.151 In
sharp contrast to the Shabenid method of developing cordial relations
with the indigenous population, Khuzaymah characteristically resorted to
brutal methods of enforcing his rute. He rounded up the Armenian princes
and popular leaders, who had been allegedly inciting the people to re-
volt, and had them executed.152 In Bab al-Abwgb, Khuzaymah had all those
who were causing trouble simply gathered together and sent off to HSan,

153

presumably as slaves. The §an§r?yah then began to cause trouble, 30

Khuzaymah sent sa®7d ibn al-Haytham al-Tamimi with a large army and
forced the rebels to emigrate to Tifh’s.ﬁ4 By such heavy-handed meth-
ods, Khuzaymah was able to establish himself as a very powerful figure
in the province.

It seems that Khuzaymah was not always in Armenia during these four
years. He must also have had control of Azerbaijan for Baladhuri says
that he built walls around Margghah and fortified the city, making it
his headquarters and establishing a garrison there.155 In 189/805 he
journeyed to Rayy in order to present gifts to HEan, who had been meet-
156

ing there with ®AlT ibn “Tsa ibn Mahan. Khuzaymah was succeeded in

191/807 by SulaymEn ibn Yaz?d, and the next year was off with the caliph
in Khurasan waging war against the rebel, Rafi® ibn Layth.157

Armenian coinage is known for all the years of Khuzaymah's gover-
norate.158 In addition, the names of some of his appointees, and others
who held some kind of office in the province, are found on the coinage
of this four~year period. The name of Khuzaymah's son Bishr is found on

some of the coins for 189, possibly because he was serving as acting

governor when his father went to Rayy. Then for both 189 and 190, a
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Haytham, who may have been Bishr's son, is found on dirhams of Armenia

onl.y.159 A person known only as Ismgc?L ibn Ibrahim had his name in-

160

scribed on Armenian dirhams of 190 and 191. A series of coins from

the rich mining area of BSjunays and extending past Khuzaymah's gover-
norate to 195/810-811 contains the names Da'ud and Umm Ja“far. The
Latter personage is none other than Zubaydah, the wife of Harun al-
Rashid. She is reported to have owned a former Umayyad estate at Warthan

161

in Azerbaijan, and her name on the coinage may be an indication that

she also had interests in the silver mining of Bajunays. The name Da'ud

remains a mystery, but he may have been Zubaydah's agent at the mining

162

works. There is also a dirham of Arran, dated 292, with the name

Sac?d, who perhaps can be identified with the Sac?d ibn al-Haytham sent
by Khuzaymah to put down the revolt of the §an5r?yah (see above). Other
possible identifications of this Sac?d are the Sacﬁd ibn cAmr al-ﬂarash?,

163 or $a®id ibn Salm al-Bahili, who was

164

governor of Tabaristan in 189,

on the summer campaign with Harthamah ibn Acyan in 191.

31. Sulayman ibn Yazid ibn al-Asamm al-CAmiri (subdivision of both
Mudar and Yaman)(191-192/807-808). O0f this man, only Yacqﬁb? mentions
him: "After Khuzaymah ibn Khasim was dismissed, Sulayman was appointed
governor of Armenia. He was an old man, apathetic and feeble, and his
orders were never carried out so that he was kept from getting control of

165 The only evidence that he was in office at this time

166

the country.”
are dirhams of Arran, dated 192, with the name Sulayman ibn al-Agsamm.
The practice of dropping the father's name is not common, but does occur
and it seems reasonable to regard those dirhams as having been struck

under Sulaymsn ibn Yazid's ausp‘ices.167
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32. Ayyub ibn Sulayman (ibn Yazid ibn al-Asamm al=CAmiri 2) (either
Mudar or Yaman)(192-193/808-809). None of the written sources mention
him, but the presence of his name on coins of 192 and 193 allows us to
speculate that Ayyab was left by the previous governor (his father ?) as

. 168
his successor.

33. al-Abbas ibn Zufar al-Hilal7 (Mudar)(193/809). Ya®qubi states

that he was appointed to Armenia after SulaymSn ibn Yazid. The §an5r?yah

rebelled against him, but he was able to end their latest insurr‘ection.169

34, Yabys ibn Zufar al-Hilali (Mudar) (193/809). His name on Armen-

jan dirhams of 193 can mean he was either his brother's short~termed suc-

cessor or his lieutenant in that year.w0 The written sources provide

[

no aid on this matter.

35. Mubammad ibn Zuhayr ibn Musayyab aL-gabb? (Mudar) (193-[1941/
809-[8101). Ncthing is known of this individual, except he was the Last

17 He was dismissed

governor of Armenia appointed by Harun al-Rashid.
after Amin succeeded to the caliphate (Jumada II 193/March 809), but
when is not clear. The next governor's name is not found on the coinage

until 194,

36. Asad ibn Yazid (Rab?cah); second appointment (194-195/810-811).
When Asad arrived in Armenia as Amin's first appointment to that pro-
vince, Yabyg ibn Sac?d, called Kawkab al-Subh (Morning Star), had taken
control of the country. 1In Jurzan a mawla by the name of Ismatil ibn
Shucayb had set himself up as ruler, Asad used a trick to take them

both into custody, but then let th2m go, as was his nature.w2 He was

then dismissed and Amin appointed Isbgq ibn Sulaymgn.173
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37. Apmad ibn Yazid ibn Usayd (Rab?cah); second appointment (195-
£19621/811~[8122?]1). He is not mentioned in conjunction with Armenia for

this period, numismatic evidence being the only clue to his presence in

the province 1in 195.174

38. Ishag ibn Sulayman (al-Hashimi) ibn ALY ibn “Abd Allah al-

CAbbasi (196/812). Amin appointed Isbsq, according to the sources, after

175

Asad ibn Yazid. This probably occurred in 196, since coinage with

176

his name exists from that year. Isbgq sent his son Fadl with an ad~

vance party into Armenia and kept in contact with him concerning condi-

tions there.17? If Isbgq ever did enter the province himself, he was not

there long. With the opening of hostilities between Amin and Ma'mGn,

Harthamah ibn Acyan ousted Isbgq frcm Armenia and the province became

aligned with Ma'mun's faction.178

39. Ishir ibn Muhammad al-§anc§n? (ancestry unknown) (196=-197/812-

813). The tenure of Ma'mun's first appointment to Armenia is datable

from numismatic evidence.179 The only mention of him in the Arab

sources is a detailed description of events during his governorship by
Yatqubi: 180

Ma'mun made Tahir ibn Muhammad al-Sanc5n7 governor of Armenia
and Azerbaijan. It is said that Harthamah ibn A“yan was sent
from Hamadan while Tahir was headed for Iraq and then towards
Warthan in the prefecture of Azerbaijan. He (Tahir) corre-
sponded with the forces in Armenia and they sené him (the pro-
virce's) army and took the oath_to Ma'mun. The “amil of Ar-
menia on behalf OE Amin was Ishaq and with him were_CUmar,
Hazun, Narsi and “Abd al-Raiman, the prince of al-Ran (Arran)
and many other princes. They came with the intention of taking
Bgrdacah and getting the people there to join in their revolt.
Tahiir was sent_to them as Ma'mun's “@mil along with Zuhayr ibn
Sinan al-Tamimi and a large following. They met and fought
Ishag and his comganions and defeated them. They captured
(Isbgq's)_son, Ja“far, and sent him and those with him to
Ma'mun. Tahir did nothing when “Abd al-Malik ibn al-Jahhaf
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al-Sulami revolted against h1m.181 [®Abd al-Malik] fell upon
the people of Baylagan and Tah1r s (forces) fortified (them—-
selves) in the city of Barda ah, remaining entrenched there
for a number of months. News_of this reached Ma' mun and he
appointed as governor Sulayman ibn Ahmad 1bn SuLayman al-
Hashimi and he arrived in Armenia. T5h1r was hard-pressed,

S0 Sutgyman took him out, informed him of his dismissal, of-
fered "Abd al-Malik a pardon and the country was straightened
out.

40. Sulayman ibn Ahmad ibn Sulayman al-Hashimi (al-CAbbasi) 197/
813). As mentioned in the above passage from Yacqab7, Sulaymgn was sent

to replace Ishir ibn Muhammad. According to numismatic evidence, this
occurred 1in 19?.182

41. al-®Abbas ibn Zufar (Mudar); second appointment (197-[198?1/

813-[814?]). After his first appointment in Armenia ended, CAbbas was

in Syria in 196/812 with the forces resisting Ighir ibn al-l;lusayn.183

There is no mention of his being appointed governor of Armenia a second

time, but his name is found on some oflthe coinage of 19?.184 His sec-

ond time in office was probably very brief. CAbbas is Last mentioned

as Samil of @innasrin in 206/821- 822.185

42. [?3 ibn SAbd Allah (ancestry unknown)(198/814). This individ-

ual's incomplete name is found on dirhams of Bardacah (Arran) for this

year.186 It is not possible to know who he was, but Vasmer surmised

that it was struck for the predecessor of ﬁgtim ibry Harthamah and, there-

187 This can hardly be true because coinage

issued under a number of governors circulated simuLtaneously.188

fore, unfit for circulation.

43. Sard ibn Muhammad (ancestry unknown) (198-7/814-?). This name

189 He may be the same person

referred to on earlier coins of Madan BEjunays and Mubammad'i'yah.190 If

is found on a dirham of Arran, dated 198.
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this Sard was a governor of Armenia, he is not to be found as such in
the available Arab sources. Yet, the next governor of Armenia is not

mentioned until 200/815-816.

44. Hatim ibn Harthamah ibn A®yan al-Khurasani (Khurasani Arab)
(200-203/816-819). No date for his appointment has come to light, but
he was already in the province when word came that his father had died

191 When

at the hands of Fadl ibn Sahl in Dhu al-Qa‘dah 200 (June 816).
Hatim arrived in Armenia, there was trouble between the MuCtazilites and
the cA§ab7yah, which was leading to bloodshed, but his mere presence was
enough to quiet the two factions.192 After hearing of his father's
death, ﬁgtim left Barda®ah and began to make preparations for a general

193

rebellion in cooperation with Babak and the Khurram?yah. He died

before getting his revolt under way, but Babak opened hostilities from
Badhdh in Azerbaijan, beginning a revolt which was to continue into the

reign of Mucta§im.'y4

45. Ibrahim ibn Da'ud (ancestry unknown)(203-204/819-820). This

individual is not mentioned in any of the written sources, but his name
. . . c -. 195
is inscribed on coins of Ma“dan Bajunays for these two years.

46. Yahya ibn Mu®adh ibn Muslim al-Dhuhl¥ (mawla of Banu Dhuhl-

Rab3 Cah> (204-[20521/820-C82171). Appointed governor-of Armenia in 204,

196 Ma'mun was

he attacked Babak, but could not manage to defeat him.
apparentlv not happy with Yaby5 and he was dismissed. When this came
about is not revealed by the sources, but he was made governor of the

Jazirah in 205 and died the following year.197

47. ®Isa ibn Muhammad ibn Abu Khalid al-Ma'muni (mawla) (205-208/
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821-824). °Isa was appointed to the governorship of Armenia in 205,
after Yahya ibn Mu®adh met defeat at the hands of Babak. 178 Ma'mun
ordered him to equip his army and pay its wages from his own resources,
which “Tsa did, although it was reported that not one who marched out of
Baghdad ever returned from the war.199 Babak defeated the governor in
206/822, but did not go on the offensive. Thus, ®Isa remained in Ar-
menia for some time and was successful in putting down a minor revolt
and restoring order.200 Babak's power continued to grow unchecked,
which caused Ma'mun great concern. Eventually, he dismissed cfsg, who
had not done much to curb the expanding Khurrami rebellion, and appointed

a new governor.201

48. Sadagah (Zurayq) ibn cAI.*T ibn Sadagah ibn Dinar al-Azdi (mawla)
(208-209/824-825). Although the textual sources state that Ma'mun ap-
pointed Sadagah (or Zurayq, as he was known) governor of Armenia and
Azerbaijan in 209, numismatic evidence shows him to have been in Arran

202

as early as 208. Perhaps the Arab historians meant that it was in

209 that Azerbaijan was taken from Zurayg and put under the control of
Ibrahim ibn Layth al—Taj?b?, since that is what actually happened.203
Zurayq was unable to make any progress against ngak; therefore, Ma ' mun
sent Muhammad ibn Humayd al-Iﬁs? to lead the military operations. When
Zurayq heard of his dismissal, he openly revolted and Muhammad aL-TGs?
was faced with two rebellious groups. Zurayq was defeated, asked for a
pardon, and was sent to Ma'mun. He was later declared an outlaw.
Muhammad continued the war against Bsbak, but was killed by the Khurrami

in 214/829.°0%
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49. “Abd al-A®la ibn Ahmad ibn Yazid ibn Usayd al-Sulami (RabiCah)

(209-212/825-827). The dates of this individual's governorship are de-

205

rived solely from the numismatic evidence. Since a reference to CAbd

al-A°la as governor of Armenia is found only in Yacqab?, it is worth-

while to present the passage in its entirety: 206

Ma *mun appointed ®Abd_al-A®la governor of Armenia at the
same time he made °Al7 ibn Hisham goverEB? of Azerba1Jan
and commander of the war against Babak. L°Abd al-A®lal
arrived in the country and found that Muhammad_ibn cAttab
had taken controé of Jurzan and that the $anar1yah had’
joined him. Ibn A;tab fought and defeated (Abd al-A€la)
because_he lacked organization and_knew nothing of war.

So Ma'mun appointed Khalid ibn Yazid.

From this it appears that €Abd al-Aclg, as a third-generation provincial
administrator under the cAbbgsids, had as much difficulty governing

Armenia as did his father and grandfather before him.208

50. Khalid ibn Yazid ibn Mazyad ibn Za'idah al=-Shaybani (Rabi‘ah)
(212-217/827-832) .29 pppointed to replace Abd al-A°l3, Khilid ob-
tained the release of all the fellow tribesmen he could find in the
prisons of Irag and sent them to the Jazirah. There he joined them with
a large group of Rabi‘ah (of which Shayban was a subdivision) and then
headed for Armenia.210 It seems Khalid made a grand tour of his pro-
vinces, settling disputes and ending localized insurrections, before
taking up a permanent residence. At Khilgg, Sawadah ibn ©Abd al-Humayd
al-Jahhafi came to him and received a pardon. Khalid then journeyed to
Nashawa, which a certain mawlaz of the Banu Mubgrib (named Yazid ibn
Hasan) had taken control of and the governor forced him to flee. At
Kasal he pardoned Mubammad ibn cAggEb, then moved on to subdue the §an§-

r?yah who had overrun Jurzgn.211 Another report says that the people of
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Shakki had revolted, killing Ma'mun's (unnamed) ®amil. Khalid marched ... ..
against them and created such a slaughter that they sued for peace. It
was granted on the condition that the inhabitants pay 500,000 dirhams
per year.212 Once there was quiet in the province, Khalid went to Dab?L,

2
-

which he made his residence.2 No attempt has been made to place the
activities of Khalid listed above in chronological order, since no dates
are given in the written sources. It is certain, however, that he was

dismissed at some point during 217/832.

51(a). al-CAbbas ibn al-Ma'mun al-CAbbasi (217-218/832-833). Ma'mun
appointed his son governor of a vast area of the northwest frontier, in-
cluding the Jazirah, Thughar and “Awasim in 213/828.214 buring the years
after his appointment, CAbbas must have exercised control of Armenia for
certain lengths of time. His name is found on coins of Arran, dated 213

215 In the

and 214, and of both Armenia and Arran, dated 217 and 218.
latter two years he must have been either in the province for part of

the time or had a major influence in its governance, although the writ-
ten sources do not reveal what role he played there during these years.

More likely, the administration of Armenia fell to several men during

the Last two years of Ma'mun's reign.

51(b). SAbd All3h ibn Musad al-Asadi (Rabi‘ah)(217/832). The suc-
cessor of Khalid ibn Yaz?d, known to have been appointed, is Cabd Allah
ibn Mu§§d. He died shourtly after arriving in Armenia and left his son
CAl7 to assume his duties. Unrest soon surfaced in the province and

Ma'mun was moved to appoint yet another governor.216

51(c). ®Abd at-Rahman ibn Khagan (Turk)(217-218/832-833). His name
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would imply that he was a son of a Turkish ruler, converted to Islam.
Although abd al-Rabmsn was later an official in the court of Mutawakkil,
he is not mentioned in conjunction with Armenia in Ma'mun's céliphate.z17
However, since his name is found on dirhams of Armenia, dated 217 and
218, we may conclude that he held an important post, possibly that of

. 218
governor, in those years.

51(d). al-Hasan ibn °ALT al-Badhghisi al-Ma'muni (mawla){218-7/
833-7). After “Abd Allah ibn Mugad died and Left his son °ALT in his
place, Ma'mun appointed his mawla Hasan governor of Armenia. He ar-
rived in the midst of resurgent revolutionary activity and started his
tenure by reducing a rebel fortress., Hasan made his headquarters at
Dabil and forced the people of Tiflis to pay what may have been taxes
owed from previous years, but which were extracted ffoalthat city by

219 . . -
He remained governor after Ma'mun's

220

rather extortionist methods.

death on 18 Rajab 218 (August 9, 833) and into Mucta§im's reign.

* k k k k k * %k %k k %

Armenia, as can be seen, was administered somewhat differently than
Iraq during the early Abbasid period. The caliph's representative in
the province had a vast area to control and was far from the central
government 1in Baghdad (or at first, HEshim?yah). In spite of the dis-
tance separating the caliph and his Camil in Armenia, the caliph was
usually well-informed of conditions on the frontier due to the efficiency
of the imperial post.221 He often made administrative changes and some-

times sent reinforcing armies in times of trouble based on reports

brought in by his official messengers. As to the administration itself,
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the governor was responsible for maintaining order within the country
and protecting the borders from would-be invaders. It is not surprising
that most of the governors appointed to Armenia were men with military
backgrounds. In addition to his martial tasks, the governor was respon-
sible for ensuring the prompt collection of the various taxes and for-
warding the requisite amounts to the central government.222

The governor was usually appointed by the caliph. However, in a
few instances, when tkz caliph delegated control of Armenia as part of
a Large bloc of territories as Saffgg did in appointing Abu Jacfar, or
if the governor was a powerful absentee officiat-—Fagl ibn Yabyg al-
Barmak?, for example-—then that person had the authority to appoint the
governor in his own right. The governor, in turn, appointed his own
camiZs to posts in the major cities of the province while he resided
in the capital. From the many references to the place where the gov-
ernors spent most of their time when not engaged in military action
elsewhere, it is apparent that Bardacah, the capital of Arran—and not
Dab?t, the capital of Armenia proper—was the official residence of most
of the governors of the province during the period of this study. There
are specific references to ten different governors making Barda®sh their
cfficial residence, but only two such references for Dab?t.223

Many of the city prefects whose names have come to light were close
ly related to the governor and often succeeded their fathers, brothers
or uncles in the provincial government. Several families provided a
number of governors to Armenia: the Shaybgnids even became an heredi-
224

tary dynasty in Sharwan in the 3rd and 4th/9th and 10th centuries.

Alongside the Muslim governor and his deputies, the local Armenian petty
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nobility handled the everyday affairs of administration, enjoying a
certain amount of independence, depending on the political climate at
any given time.225

Regarding the ethnic background of the 51 different governors ap-—
pointed to Armenia during the early Abbasid period, it is interesting
to note that only seven were princes of the cAbbgsid family who were in
office a total of 12 years, and two of these (Man§ar and Harun al-Rashid)
were later caliphs. It will be remembered that approximately half of
the governors of Basrah and Kufah during this same period were CAbbasids.
The largest number of governors of Armenia were from subdivisions of
North Arab tribes. This group accounted for 20 (52 vears) of the cali-
phal appointees to Armenia; whereas, their rivals, the Yaman, were only
four in number (10 years). Nine mawal?l (9 years)—=—some with tribal
affiliations and others the direct clients of the caliphs—were the
second largest group. The remainder was made up of two from central
Arabian tribes (2 years), one Iranian (2 years), one of Turkish extrac-
tion (lLess than 1 year), two Khurasanis (4 years), and five whose ori-

226 It is not readily apparent

gins could not be determined (7 years).
that the caliphs made their choices of governor with a particular family
background in mind. For the important frontier post of Armenia, an
individual's military abilities were undoubtedly of greater importance
to the caliph than his tribal affiliation. However, several generations

of Arab condottieri (mercenaries), such as the Shaybanid and Sulamid

governors, managed to succeed one another from father to son in Armenia.
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coins bearing the mint name Arran were produced in Baylaqan, then speci-
mens with the actual city's name would have been minted also, as they
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21H.M. Ghazarian, Armenien unter der arabischen Herrschaft (Marburg,
1903), pp. 74-75.

225\ ousch, op. cit., 11 (1910), p. 59.

23"Arm'n’m'ya," p. 645. Canard identifies these mines with a loca-
tion between Trebizond and Erzerum, but a more likely place would be
Bajunays.

24The governor's seat at this time was Mosul, the capital of the
Jazirah.

25H1s father was the ruler of Dihistan on the shore of the Caspian
Sea (Cf. Le Strange, Lands, pp.379-381), north_of Jurjan. Sul submitted
to Yazid ibn al-Muhallab, the governor of Jurjan in 99/716 Wadhbat,
p. 197, F.N. 601). According to Azdi, pp.145-146, he was a mawla of
Khath am.

%61ab 47/7, 439; IA V, p.424; FHA I, p.203; Ibn ACtham al-Kufi 8,
p. 210.

2?Ya qubi, TarzkthI, p.429, where he is said to have been made
governor in 133; Ibn A tham aL-Kuf1, loc. cit. Futuh I, p. 328, identi-
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fies Musaf1r al-Qassab as a Kharajite rebel against whom Abu Ja‘far
(Mangur) sent an unnamed Khurasani general.

28Tab 57/7, 447: he is appointed over the Jazirah,_Azerbaijan and
Armenia in 132; IA V, p. 435: appointed in 133. Yacqubi, op. cit., II,
p. 430, under the year 134, says he was appointed over_the same three
provinces mentioned above and adds Mosul and the Thughur.

291a v, p. 435.

308‘ B 210. Kiran was a town in Azerbaijan_between Tabriz and Bay-
Laqan (Yaqut,_ M Jam [Wistenfeldl III, p.332). Dar1bah cannot be iden-
tified. Jurzan was used by medieval Arab writers to denote both the
Georgians, a Christian people on the southwestern flanks of the Caucasus,
and their country. Cf. V. Minorsky, 4 History of Sharwan and Darband
(Cambridge, 1958), Index, p. 181.

31Ya qub1 loc. cit. Although he had been named governor over the
Jazirah, Armenia and Azerbaijan_in 132, and remained in that capacity
until he became caliph on 13 Dhu al- Hijjah 136 (June 9, 754)(Tab 57/7,
447; 72/7, 458), he is mentioned under the years 133 to 135 as governor
of the Jaz1rah onLy (Tab 75/7, 460; 81/7, 465; 84/7, 467). His name is
given in these instances as CAbd Allah ibn Muhammad, leading some modern
scholars to believe that this dengted a separate individual assigned to
the Jazirah as a deputy by Abu Ja far (Ghazarian, op. cit., p. 40, No.
20; and Ter-Ghevondian, Armeniia 1 Arabskil Khaszut (Erivan, 19?7)
PP. 99,274). However, Richard Vasmer, "Khronologiia namestnikov Armen11
pri pervykn Abbasidakh," Zapiski Kollegii Vostokovyedov 1 (1923), p.382,
rightly points out that this individual was none other than Abu Ja far
himself.

21pn AStham al-Kuf7 8, p.211; Yaqubi, loc. cit._ Tab 87/7, 470,
says that when he left the Jazirah and, according to Waq1d1, Armenia
and Azerbaijan as well, to ;g0 on the hajj of 136 with Abu Muslim, he
Left Muqat1l ibn Hakim al=CAkki in charge of the Jazirah.

33Mu1ash1 was appointed over Azerbaijan in 133 (Tab 75/7, 460;

IA V, p.449), and Muhammad ibn SuL was sent to replace him in 134 (Tab
81/7, 465; IA V, p. 454). The latter is mentioned in the same capac1ty
in 135 (Tab _84/7, 467). He was killed in 136, according to Azdi, p.137,
by Cabd ALlah ibn CALT (Mansur s uncle) because_he had massacred the
Eeople of Mosul Gin 133). However, Ibn Khallikan I, p. 46, says that

Abd Allah ibn AL1 had him killed because he had revolted along with
Maqat1l ibn Hakim al- CAkk3. A third version is 91ven by Ibn al- Athir
V, p. 465, who says he went to CAbd Allah ibn €Al7 in 137 to deceive him
about the successwon (of Mansur to the caliphate) and was beheaded by
the irate “Abd Allah. _The date 137 may be correct, since he was report-
ed to have been in S1msat in western Armenia in that year (nsab I, Fol.

289b12 13)

34nsab 1, Fol. 326bgc; Tab 75/7, 460.

357
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35Yacqab? 11, p. 429. Muhammad ibn §Gl, being Abu Ja‘far's deputy
in Mosul, probably had control of the military forces in all the terri-
tories under Abu Ja far's governorship. In this position he could direct
contingents in Armenia to lLocations where they were most needed, as shown
by the action taken by §alib ibn Subayh upon Mubammad's orders.

b 81/7, 465; 120/7, 496; 1A V, p. 482; Ansab 1, Fols. 326bys to

1, 18-21°

377ab 8177, 465; 84/7, 467; IA V, pp.454, 456; YaCqubl, Tarikh 1I,
p. 430.

38

327a

Ibn AStham al-Kufi 8, p. 211; Yacqab?, loc. cit.

39Tab 95/7, 476; 99/7, 479-480; IA V, p. 468; Ya‘qubi, loc. cit.;
Ibn AStham al- Kuf1, Loc. cit.

40Tab 95/7, 476; IA V, p. 468; Ansab I, Fol. 289b45_15 47 Dinawari,
Akhbar aZ-tzwaZ, p. 374, ’

“rab 125/7, 500; 1A V, p. 488.
42Fut§h I, p. 292.
43

Ya®qubi, Tarikh 11, pp. 446, 447.

% 1bid., p. 446.

45See Appendix B.

46Ans&b 11, Fol. 594b, ., adding that Yazid was a stammerer (wa
- 2 8-9
kanu tamtaman).

47Tab 353/8, 27, states that Mansur sent Humayd ibn Qahtabah al-
Ta 7 to'Armenia in 148/765-766 to fight the Turks who had raided the
prov1nce the year before (see Tab 328/8, 7). However, it is doubtful
that_he was actually appointed governor. At any rate, he was sent to
Khurasan as governor in 151/768. See Chapter V, No. 5.

48Yacqab?, op. cit., 1I, p. 470.

IA - -
*9Ibn ACtham al-Kif7 8, p. 233.

so"KhronoLogifB," pp. 383, 391.

Vrutin 1, p. 328; ansab 11, Fol. 59b,_o; Hamadhani, p. 29%. The
Bab al-Abwab on the Caspian coast. C€f. Bosworth, op. cit., p. 342.
Minorsky, op. c1t., p. 162, identifies the Sanar1yah as the Ts~anar, a
people who lived in the region of the Darial Pass. They were very inde-
pendent-minded and often rebelled against Muslim rule.
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SzFutﬁh I, p. 328; Ansab 11, Fol. 594b6_7, has Ardabil, which is
curious, since that city was in existence prior to the Arab conquest.
Ardabil was the capital of Azerbaijan under the ~“Abbasids. Cf. Le
Strange, op. cit., p. 159.

53Ibn AStham al-Kuf3 1, pp. 229-231. Khagan and Khatun are titles
rather than the names of individuals. The name of the Khazar ruler has
been trangliterated here from the Haydarabad edition of Ibn AStham al-
Kufi: Tacagar. However, the diacriticaé points may be incorrect, as
W. Barthold and P.B. Golden, '"Khazar," EI“ 1V, p. 1174; and K. Czeglédy,
"Khazar Raids in Transcaucasia in 762-764 A.D.," Acta Orientalia Hungar-
iea 11 (1960), p. 80, quoting from Folio 241b of the Istanbul manuscript,
give the name Baghatur.

5I’Czeglédy, loc. cit.

55Ibn AStham al=Kufi 9, pp.231-232. YachQ?, op. cit., II, pp.446-
447, says that the king of the Khazars, named Ras Tarkhan, led his army
in attacking Yazid. After several Muslim defeats, Hasan ibn Qahtabah
was sent to save the province.

56Ibg ACtham al-KGf7 8, p. 233. Numismatic evidence demorstrates
that Bakkar ibn Muslim was already in the province for part of 152. See
Appendix B.

57"Khronologif§," pp.383, 385, citing Antoine J. Saint=Martin, Mém-
oires historiques et géographiques sur l'Arménie (2 vols., Paris, 1818)
I, p. 417, who uses several Armenian sources not consulted directly by
Vasmer; and Julius H. Petermann, De Ostikanis, Arabicis Armeniae Guber-
natoribus (Berlin, 1840), p. 6. See also A.N. Ter-Ghevondian, ''Le
'Prince d'Arménie' ¥ L'époque de la domination arabe," Revue des études
arméniens, N.S. 3 (1966), p. 191.

58"Khronologi7§," p. 384.

59Op. cit., p. 385. The specimen cited is Ziva 248 and is the only
one known for that year that has a sin on the reverse. Other known dir-
hams, dated 151, have either a smzll crescent (Y) in the same position
(Lavoix 612; Denizbaci Definesi 201; Album 24), or have nothing at all
there (ANS-uncataloged; Denizbact Definesi 202; Nutzel 643; Tiesenhau-
sen 2763a). Ziya may well have mistaken a small crescent for a sin.

0rab 57/7, 447; 356/8, 30; IA V, p. 591; FHA I, p. 263.

617ab 37178, 43; DhahabT VI, p. 160. Futih I, p. 329, says he was
ggvernor of_Armenia between Yazid ibn Usayd and_Hfasan ibn Qahtabah. Ibn
A“tham al-Kufi_8, p. 233, states that when Mansur dismissed Yazid, he
appointed Bakkar in his place.

62See Appendix B. Futuh I, p. 329; and HagadhEnT, p. 294, merely
say he was appointed after the dismissal of Yazid ibn Usayd.
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63ALthough Vasmer, op. Ccit., p. 384, quoting an Armengan source, _
says that Bakkar was in office for less than a year, Ibn A"tham al-Kufi,
loc. cit., gives the length of his governorship as one year, four months.
Since he was 1ncArmen1a Llong enough to have coins struck in his name at
Dabil and Barda“ah in both 152 and 153, and at Bab al-Abwab in 153, his
tenure must have begun late in 152 and probably extended into the early
part of 154,

64Sge Appendix B. However, Dhahabi V, 6. 161, says Yazid ibn Usayd
al-Sulami was governor of Armenia in 155, which is almost certainly
erroneous.

_ 651bn Actham_aL-KGf7 8, p. 233. The edited text mistakenly has
Qiyarabah for Sanmariyah.

66Op. cit., pp. 233-234. The reinforcements sent under Am1r to-
taled 30,000_cavalry, with contingents under the command of Isa ibn
Musa al=- Khurasan1, Fadl ibn Dinar, and Mugatil ibn Sal1h

67Op. cit., p. 234. 1Ibn A Ctham al-Kufi here uses the Byzantine_
designation by which Armenia was divided into four regions. Qaligala
and Akhlat were part of Armenia IV, which comprised the southwestern
portion of Armenia. Cf. M. Canard, "Arminiya," p. 642.

8cutuh 1, £. 329; Hamadhani, p. 29%.

69Ibn AStham al-Kufi 8, pp. 234-235, has the most deta1led account
of these events and gives the prince's name as Mushabadh. Ya qub1,
Tarikh 11, p. 447, onty mentions that Mansur sent reinforcements total-
ing 20,000 men under “Amir ibn Isma’il to fight the §anar1yah Futuh
I, p. 329, gives a very brief account, calling the prince Musha'il.
Hamadhani, p. 294, repeats Baladhuri's brief notice, calling the prince
Mushayil. The date of the battle is given by Vasmer, "Khronologiia,"
p. 386, quoting Armenian sources, which actually say there were two bat-
tles: the first near the village of Archesh on 19 Jumada II 158 (April
25, 775), and the second in Bagrevand near the village of Artsni ten
days later.

70Ya qubw, loc. cit.; Vasmer, loc. cit.

e Led the summer raid in_162 (Tab 493/8, 142; 1A VI, p, 58;
Khalifah, Tarikh 11, p. 437; Ya qub1, Tarikh 1I,_p. 486; Hamadhan1,
p. 113; Futuh I, pp. 267 295), and accompanied Harun al-Rashid on his
major expedition against the Byzantines in 143 (Tab 495/8, 145; 1A VI,
p. 60). Khalifah, op. cit., p. 462, says he was governor of Khurasan
for a short time. His death is recorded by Tabari 646/8, 268; and Ibn
al=Athir VI, p. 159.

72Yacqab7, Tarikh 11, p. 447; Vasmer, op. cit., p. 386.

"1bid. According to Tab 383/8, 56, Yahya ibn Kh3lid al-Barmakl
was governor of Azerbaijan in 158.
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74See Appendix B. wEgih Later heéd posts in Egypt under Mahdi and
was executed by order of HadY for his “Alid leanings.

75Vasmer, op._cit., p. 386, quoting Ghevond. Baladhuri, Futuh I,
p. 329; and Hsmadhgni, p.029ﬁ, both state_that Hasan ibn Qahtabah was
succeeded by ~Uthman ibn “Umarah. Dhahabi VI, p. 155, says fie was gov-
ernor of Armenia in 155, but this can hardly be correct. He also lists
him in the death notices for the decade 151-160 (p.316), but gives no
date of death for him!

"61ab 493/8, 143, repeated by IA VI, p. 58.

77See Appendix B.

"S1ab 500/8, 148.

79 80

Tab 495/8, 144; 503-505/8, 152-153. Tab 501/8, 150.
81Fut§h I, pp. 329-330; Hamadhani, p. 294. This is corroborated by
Ghevond; cf. Vasmer, op. cit., pp. 389-390.

828ee Appendix B. On some dirhams of Armenia, dated 167, is found
the name Nusayr. It is doubtful that he was a governor of Armenia, as
his name is also found on coins of Azerbaijan (166-169), Basrah (167-
168), Baghdad (166), and Mosul (168). Vasmer, op. cit., pp. 387-389,
thinks he may have been an official of the central goverament in charge
of fiscal affairs or the coinage in a number of provinces. Miles, Per-
sepolis, pp. 74~75, suggests that he may possibly be a certain eunuch
and freedman by the name of Nugayr al-Wasif, who was in charge of the
postal service in 169.

83C.E. Bosworth, Sistan under the Arabs (Rome, 1968), pp. 84-85.

8hrutih 1, pp. 229-230; Hamadhani, p. 29%.

85See Appendix B for Arran 169 dirham and Chapter II for Rab's
tenure as governor of Kufah.

86y,Cqub7, Tarikk 1I, p. 515.

871ab 602/8, 232.

88Yacqab?, loc. cit. Vasmer, op. cit., p. 392, quotes an Armenian
source (Ghevond) as saying he was appointed by Hadi.

89$ee Appendix B. The location of ngGnTyah was, without doubt, in
Armenia, since the coins also have Arminiyah on them, but cannot be
placed exactly. See Footnote 18.

o) 1, p. 330.

91Ibid. For an explanation of the tax system, see Chapter VII.
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92Yacqﬁb?, op. cit., II, p. 515,

93See Appendix B.

94Yacqﬁb?, loc. cit.

95Cf. G. L. della Vida, "Nizar ibn Macadd," EI1 III, pp. 939-941.
Continued rivalry between the two main Arab tribal factions is apparent
in Yusuf's action. He was of the Sulaym, a division of Mudar, and he
obviously was exploiting his position as governor of Armenia to cause
problems for the Yaman groups settled there. Since the Yaman Arabs were
traditionally_more supportive of the Abbasids than were the Mudar,
Harun al-Rashid may have viewed Yusuf's action with displeasure, and
this may explain his short tenure.

96See Appendix B.

9ZY§°quT, op. cit., II, p. 516. Baladhuri, Futuh I, pp. 330; and
Hamadhani, p. 294, simply place his_appointment between Khuzaymah ibn
Khazim and “Ubayd Allah ibn al-Mahdi.

98Ahmad ibn Lutf Allah, Tarikh al-Bab (ed. /trans. as A History of
Sharvan and Darband” by V. Minorsky (Cambridge, 1958), p. 1.

?7Tab 607/8,_236; TA VI, p. 118; Ahmad ibn Lutf ALL3h,_loc. cit.,
calling him the wall of Armenia; Abd al- -Jabbar Jumard, Yazld ibn Mazyad
(Beirut, 1961), pp. 175-176. Yacqub1, op. cit., II, p. 516, says his
successor was ~Aod al-Kabir al-“Adawi.

Orab 60778, 236; 14 VI, p. 118. Futih I, p. 330; and Hamadhani,_
P. 294, say he was governor between Yazid ibn Mazyad and Fadl ibn Yahya.
Ansab I, Fol. 335a » mentions only that he was a governor of Armenia
36-37
and the Jazirah.

101Vasmer, op. cit., p. 392.

102y, 44,

1037444,

104Ibid. See Appendix B. Some of “Ubayd Allah's ®amils are mani-
fested_in the coinage. A dirham of 172 has a sin, which may be for the
Sulayman mentioned by Ghevond. The name, Nasr ibn al-Jahm, is found on
dirhams of 174, but nothing of him is known from the literary sources.

105Vasmer, loc. cit.
106T%rzkh 11, p. 516. Since Ya qub1 fails to mention Ubayd Allah
gt all, "Abd al- Kabir's short tenure could just as easily come before
Ubayd Allah's governorate as after it.
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1071ab 501/8, 150; 1A VI, p. 63; KhalTfah, op. cit., p. 438.

108rap 612-613/8, 242; FHA 1, p. 293; Jahshiyari, p. 190. Futup I,
R- 330; and Hamadha91, Pe 294, say he was governor of Armen1a between
Ubayd Allah and Sa“id ibn Salm.

109 dZ is also inscribed on Armenian coinage, dated 176 and 177.
See Append1x B.

M0ppa 1, p. 292.

111Yacqab?, Tarikh 11, p. 516; Ibn Atham al-Kufi 8, p. 254._ Accord
ing to Tab 613/8, 242, Fadl resided at a place called Ashabb in Talagan
(northwestern Jibal, near Daylan) in 176, described as very bold and with
much snow. Cf, Le Strange, Lands, pp. 221, 225.

M2rap 62978, 255; 631/8, 257; YaSqubl, op. cit., I, p. 492 (no
vear given). FHA I, p._296, says he was appcinted to Khurasan in 178.
In the words of Jahshiyari, p. 190, he was appointed to govern the East,
from Nahrawan to the farthest limits of the Turks, in 176, and he headed
for his provinces in 178.

113Ya qub1‘ op. cit., II, p. 516, says that after FadL appointed_
him, he sent Abu al- Sabbah and Sa®id ibn Muhammad. Ibn ACtham al-Kufi
8, p. 254, states that he was dismissed before the next two individuals
were jointly appointed.

114Ya qub1, op. cit., II, p. 516. 1Ibn A® thgm al=Kufi 8, p. 254,
adding that Abu al-Sabbah was a mawla of the Ash“aris.

115For example, Nusayr, found on dirhams of Armenia of 167 (Berlin
788; Markov 269), see F.N. 82; and Nagr ibn al~Jahm, on dirhams of
Armenia for 174 and 177 (see Append1x B and F.N. 104).

116Ya qub1, loc. cit. Ibn AC tham al=Kufi, loc. cit., adds that
Sa“id was appointed in Abu al- Sabbah s place after the Llatter was killed
in Barda ah.

117Yacqab?, loc, cita; Ibn ACtham al-KGf?, loc. cit.

118See Appendix B.

119Ya qub1, loc. cit.

120150 ASthanm al-Kufi 8, pp. 254-255.

121Th1s is the form of his name given by Ya qub1, loc. cit. Ibn
A Ctham al-Kufi 8, p. 255, has al- CAbbas ibn Jarir ibn Khalid al-Qasri.

1221 have been unable to identify this town.
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The events outlined under this governor are drawn ¥rom Ya qubi,
Tarikh 11, pp. 516-517; and al=-Kufi 8, pp. 255-256, which differ from
each other only on somg_minor points. However, Ya qubi says the next
governor was Musa ibn “Isa; whereas, Ibn A“tham al-Kufi names Sa id ibn
Salm. Numismatic evidence points to Ya 'qubi's version as the more pro-
bable. There is a coin of Yahya al-Harashi minted in Bab al-Abwab, dated
178. See Appendix B,

124y, Cqub, Tarikh I1I,_p. 517. Aneab 1, Fol. 335b55, says he was
governor of Armenia for Harun without giving the date.

125See Appendix B.
126,2 3xh 11, p. 517.
127

See Appendix B. A fals of Bab al-AngbL 178, was_undoubtedly
minted while he was in the province to aid ~“Abbas ibn Jarir.

128Yacqab$r loc. cit. _4nsab 11, Fol. 594b7_8, only says he was
governor of Armenia for Harun.

129See Appendix B. He was in the Jazirah for a part of 181, when
he defeated the rebel, Jarashah ai=Shari, in hand-to-hand combat some~
where on the upper_Euphrates (Khalifah, op. cit., p. 456). Futun I,
p. 330, and Hamadhani, p. 294, say he was governor between Fadl ibn
Yahya and Muhammad ibn Yazid ibn Mazyad. Tab 647/8, 269, has him as
governorcof Armenia in 182, when the daughter of the Khagan was brought
to Barda ah and later died. But FHA I, p. 302, has this happening in
183. It is possible that the princess arrived in 182 and died in 183.

130y,%qubT, op. cit., II, pp. 517-518; al-Kufi 8, pp. 256-258.

1317ab 647/8, 269; FHA 1, p. 302.

132y,%qubT, Tarikh 11, p. 528; Ibn ACtham al-Kufi 8, pp. 258-259.
According to Khalifah, op. cit., p. 475, Sa“id died in 217.

133Yacqub'i-, loc. cit. The only other mention of Nagr in the Arabic
sources show him to_have been the governor of Ifriqiyah for 1-1/2 years,
about 175-177 (Ya qubi, Tarikh 1I, p. 496, IA VI, p. 136; Khalifah, op.
cit., p. 464).

134See Chapter V. Cf. D. Sourdel, "Ibn Mahan," EI2 111, p. 859.

135Yacqab?, op. cit., 1I, p. 518, says he was appointed after Nagr
ibn Habib. Ibn A“tham al-Kufi 8, p. 259, states that he succeeded Sa id

ibn Salm. See Appendix B.

_ 13612 648/8, 270; Ya®qubT,_toc, cit.; FHA I, p. 302; Ahmad ibn Luf
Allah, Tarikh al-Bab, p. 1; al-Kufi 8, p. 259.
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B7ab 64878, 270.

1381444,

139Ya qubw, loc. cit.

1407444,

141160 ACtham al-Kufi, loc. cit.

142y 44,

143See Appendix B.

441ap ¢50/8, 273; 1a VI, p. 169; KhalTfah, op. cit., p. 457; Afmad
ibn Lutf "Allah, op. cit., pe 2; Ibn A tham al-Kufi, loc. cit. Dinawari,
Akhbar aZ-tzwaZ, p. 390, says that, while he was governor of Armenia, he
went from Raqqah to Baghdad in 184 and then died.

145720 65078, 273; 1A VI, p. 169. Ibn A°tham al—Kufi, loc. cit.,
states that his successor was Khuzaymah ibn Khaz1m, but his brother,
Mubhammad ibn Yazwd was actuaLLy next, before Khuzaymah. Numismatic
evidence shows that Asad was in office in both 185 and 186. See Append-
ix B.

146€gt§h I, p. 330; Hamadhan?, p. 294: both say he was governor
after Sa id ibn Salm.

1"7See Appendix B.

148Hamadhgn-i', loc. cit.

M9rab 712/8, 324; 1A VI, p. 296; FHA I, pp. 312-313.

150See Appendix B.

15 1pan ACtham al-Kufi 8, pp. 259-260.

152y, Cq0bT, Tarikh 11, p. 519.

153100 ACtham al-KGf3 8, p. 260.

154Yacqﬁb?, loc, cit.
VSpusmn 11, p. 26.
156

Tab 705/8, 316.
157Ya qub1, loc. cit.; Tab 730/8, 338. Khuzaymah died in Sha®ban
in 203 (February=March 819) (IA VI, p. 356; FHA I, p. 358).

158For this and subsequent references to other names on the coinage
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under Khuzaymah, see Appendix B.

159There was a Haytham ibn Shu bah who succeeded Khuzaymah ibn
Khazim as Sgmil of Nas1t in 195 or 196/810 812, according to Tab 856/8,
435,

160He may have been the Abu Qatifah Ismacil ibn Ibrah1m, a mawla of
the Banu Asad, who was appointed finance director of Egypt in 164/780
(K1nd1, Pe 123)

167 s II, p. 25; Hamadhani, p. 284.

162SeveraL possible 1dent1f1cat1ons of Da'ud are: 1) the Da'ud ibn
Musa ibn ‘Isa or, simply, Da'ud ibn Isae who was governor of Mecca and
Medina_in 196/811-812 (IA VI, p. 264; Ya qubi, Tarikh II, p. 544);
2) Da'ud ibn Yazid al-@uﬁaﬁlab1, governor of Sind in 195/810-811, in
which year he died (Ya_qubi, TarZkh II, p. 532). Curiously enough, the
names Da'ud and Umm Ja far are found together on the coinage of_Muhamma-
diyah (Rayy) for the year 187. On the same mint's coinage, Da'ud is
foynd alone for the years 170-174, 177, 182-184, 186 and 195, while Umm
Ja“far is on the coins of the years 188-190. See Appendix B under Jibal-
Rayy/Mubhammadiyah.

163120 70578, 316.

1841ab 712/8, 324; 1A VI, p. 206.

1650z m3kn 11, p. 519.

166See Appendix B.

167Cf. Vasmer, "Khronologiia," op. cit., p. 397.

168See Appendix B.

169T&r2kh II, p. 519. That he was in office for part of 193 is
demonstrated by his coinage frcm that year. See Appendix B.

1?OSee Appendix B.

171Yacq5b?, loc. cit.

172Ya qub1, Tarikh 11, p. 528. He was in office during 194 and 195,
according to numésmat1c evidence. On coins of Ma dan Bajunays, the names
of_da’ud, Umm Ja“far (Zubaydah), mentioned first under Khuzgymah ibn
Khaz1m, continue to be found, as well as that of a certain “Ubayd, hith~
erto unidentified. See Appendix B.

173Yacqﬁb?, loc. cit.; Ibn AStham al-Kufi 9, p. 295.

1?40irhams of Armenia, dated 195, simply have AWmad ibn Yazid. Torn-
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berg, Symbolae 111, p. 11, believes he was the son of Yazid ibn Mazyad.
However, Vasmer, "Chronologie der Statthalter von Armenien unter den
Kalifen al=Amin und al-Ma'mun," Handes Amsorya, Mbnatsschrzf% fur ar-
menische Philologie 41 (1927), Cols. 867-868, thinks it is more probable
that he was the son of Yazid ibn Usayd al-Sulami, but adds that he could
have been another Ahmad ibn Yaz1d who may have filled a high position
in the provincial mint. See Appendix B.

175Ya°qﬁb7, Tarikh 11, p. 528; Ibn AStham al-Kufi 8,_p. 295. Ansab
I, Fol. 286b11_12, says he was governor of Armenia for Amin, without

stating the year.

176See Appendix B.

177Ibn AStham aL-KGf?, loc. cit.

178 pid.; YaSqubl, op. cit., II, pp. 562-563.

179See Appendix B.

1807z73%h 11, pp. 562-563.

181H1s name is found on dirhams of Ma dan Balunays, dated 196 and
197. See Appendix B, When the revolt of Abu Saraya broke out in 199,
he gnd Muhammad ibn Attab were Abu Saraya s representatives in Armenia
(Ya qub1, op. cit., II, p. 540). He was later killed by the people of
Dabi L (Vasmer, op. cit., Col. 869).

_ 1828ee Appendix B. From this year (197), Barda®ah is called MadZnat
Arran on the coinage.

83utin 1, p. 225; Tab 845/8, 427.

184An unidentified Salm is found on the same coin. See Appendix B.

85eua 1, p. 363.

1868&e Appendix B.

18705, cit., Cot. 870.

188Hoards of “Abbasid dirhams, unearthed in countries that formerly
comprised the eastern part of the Empire, are almost always made up of
coins struck at various mints. _For example, a hoard studied by this
writer contained 287 early “Abbasid dirhams, representing 17 different
mints.

189See Appendix B.

190See Appendix B. George Miles, The Numismatic History of Rayy
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(N.Y., 1938), p. 57, in reference to the sard found on coins of Muham-
madiyah, believes it to be a word meaning "pure'" or "unmixed" and not a
person's name, _However, it is sometimes found as a proper name. Cf.
Tabari and Ya qubi indices.

19a%qib7, Tarikn 11, p. 563; FHA 1, p. 350; Jab 998/8, 542; IA VI,
p. 315. (Cf. C. Pellat, "Harthgma b. A yan," EI? 111, p. 231; and Bernard
Lewis, "Hatim b . Harthama," EI° III, p. 274.

192Ya qub1, toc. cit. Generally speaking, Mu®tazilites adhered to
a school of theological thought, based upon ph1losoph1caL reasoning,
which was the official religious dogma of the early “Abbasid court. In
the pol1t1caé sense, this group in Armenia represented the pro- Abbasid
community. Asabwyah on the other hand, refers to the pre-Islamic no-
tion of k1nsh1p within one's tribe or clan upon which the Umayyads had
based their administrative appointments. Thus, the passage in Yacqub1,
cited above, reflects the continued animosity between those who supported
the “Abbasid policy of centralization and bureaucratization of the pro-
vincial administration and the proponents of the gld order, foupded upon
family and tribal precedence. Cf. F1 Gabrieli, "“Asabiyya," ET" 1, p.
681; H.S. Nyberg, "al-Mu“tazila," EI" I1I, pp. 787, "789.

193Ibid. Before long Babak had control of all of Azerbaijan and
extended his revolt into Armenia, the digtricts south of the Caspian and
into Jibal. Cf.1D Sourdel, "Babak," EI” 1, p. 844; D.S. Margoliouth,
"Khurramiya," EI" II1/1, pp. 974-975; E.M. Wright," Babak of Badhdh and
al-Afshin During the Years 816-841 A.D.," Muslim World 38 (1948), pp. 48,
51-55.

194Ya qub1, loc. cit.; FHA_I, p. 350; Sourdel, loc. cit.; Wright,
op. cit., p. 48. The date of Uat1m s death is not recorded, but coins
with his name are extant for the years 202 and 203. See Appendix B.
Babak's revolt is believed to have begun in 201 (Sourdel, idem).

195See Appendix B.

981ab 1039/8, 576; IA VI, p. 358; Ya®qubl, Tarikh 11, p. 563.

197720 1044/8, 580; 1045/8, 581; 1A VI, pp. 362,363; YaSqubi, op.
cit., II, pp. 554,563~ 564 Khal1fah op. cit., p. 472. Although Yabya s
name is not found on any of the coinage for the two years of his tenure,
several of his lieutenants are named on dirhams of 204. Amgng them are
his sons, Asad and Ahmad, a Hasan or Husayn jbn Sa“d and Ba ith ibn
Halbas (see Appendix B). Asad is not mentioned in any source, but Ahmad
is reported to have succeeded his father as governor of the Jazirah in
206 (Tab 1045/8, 581; 1A VI, p. 363). Neither is tnerg any record of
who Hasan or Husayn 1bn Sa d may have been. As for Ba ith, his family
had settled in Marand, a village in Azerbaijan, during the governorship
of Yazid ibn Usayd,_in the 140s, where they became a local power Futuh
11, pp. 26-27; Ya qub1, op. cit., II, p. 446).

198; .6 104478, 580; YaSqubi, Tarikh 1I, p. 564, who says he was
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governor of both Armenia and Azerbaijan.

199Ya qub1, loc. cit.

2007, 1045/8, 581; Yatqubi, loc. cit.

201Ya qubi, loc. cit. ®Isa was in office at least until 208, since
coins with h1g name are extant for both 207 and 208é The names of his
deputies, al- Abbas ibn Abu Ayyub and Muhammad jbn “Abd Allah al- Kalb1,
are found on coinage of Isa's period in"office. See Appendix B.

202Tab 1072/8, 601; IA VI, p. 390; Azdi, . 366, Ya qub1, op. Cit.,
11, p. 584, See Append1x B. His prefect, al- Abbas jbn Khalid, figures
on the coinage of 208.

2031ap 1072/8, 601; 1A VI, p. 390; Azd7, p. 366; Yatqubi, op. cit.,
11, p. 564,

20hyaCqub, Tarikh 11, pp. 564-565. Tab 1101/8, 622, says he was
killed on 25 Rabi- I 214 (June 2, 829).

205See Appendix B. The name, cUbayd Allah ibn Yabys, is found on
the coinage of the period also, but no identification has so far been
made.

2067 3kh 11, p. 565.

207Th1‘s passage is given under the year 214 when “AlT ibn Hisham
was reportedly named governor of Azerbaijan in addition to his territor-
ies in Jibal (see Chapter IV). Yet, the numismatic evidence and a firm
chronolnany for CAbd al-A®l3's successor would preclude 214 as the cor-
rect date.

208See above: governors numbered 2c, 4, 9, 23 and 37.

209The dates of his tenure are drawn from the available numismatic
evidence. See Appendix B.

210Ya qubi, Tarikh 1I, pp. 565-566. Ahmad ibn Lutf Allah, Tarikh
al- Bab, p. 3, says he was sent to Azerbaijan, Arran and Armenia in 205
by Ma'mun, but if the author means he was appointed governor in that
year, he is in error,

211Ya qubi, op. city, II, p. 566; Ahmad ibn Lutf Altah, loc. cit.
The name of Ibrahim ibn ~“Attab is found on Armenian coinage issued dur-
ing most of the years of Khalid's tenure as governor. It is possible
that he_is the brother of the Muhammad ibn CAttab who received a pardon
from Khalid. Some coins of this’ period also have an Ibrahim ibn Zayd,
but he has not been identified. See Appendix B.

212phmad ibn Lutf ALLGh, loc. cit.
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213Ib'id. It is interesting to note that Khalid made Dabil his cap-
ital; whereas, mogt of the governors before him preferred (or were forced
to live in) Barda ah. Khalid_reportedly died in either 228 or 230, ac-
cording to Ahmad ibn Lutf Allah, op. cit., p. 3.

21"]:ab 1100/8, 620. Cf. K.V. Zetterstéen, "al-“Abbas b. al-Ma'mun,"
I, pp. 11-12. He died in 223/838 in the prison of Manbij.

215

Bl

See Appendix B.

216y .CqubT, Tarikh 1I, p. 566.
21?Ya°q§b7, op. Cit., II, p. 597.
218

See Appendix B. Miles, RIC, p. 75, surmises that he was either
a lieutenant-governor under “Abbas or took over the administration of
Armenia upon Ma'mun's demise. The second conjecture cannot be true in
Light of the 217 specimen which Miles (loc. cit., F.N. 127) thought con-
tained the name of cAbbas, but actually has that of ®Abd al-Rahman.

219Yacqab?, op. Cit., II, p. 566.

ZZOFutﬂh I, p. 330; Hammadhani, p. 294.

221See Chapter VII for a discussion of the barid system.

222For a description of the tax system, see Chapter VII. Revenues
of Armenia are listed in the tables of Appendix C.

223Canard's statement ("Dwin," EIZ 11, p. 678) is, therefore, not
correct for much of the period 132-218/750-833.

24Minorsky, A History of Sharvan and Darband, op. cit., pp. 20,
116=-117.

225Canard, op. ¢it., p. 679. Ter-Chevondian, "Le 'Prince d'Arménie’
3 L'époque de la domination arabe," Revue des études arménieng, N.S. 3
(1966), pp. 185-200, makes a case for the dual government of ~Abbasid
governor and Armenian prince, but the Armenian scurces he used emphasize
the importance of the indigenous princes as much as the Arab sources do
for the caliphal governors.

226The preceding material is summarized in Chapter VI, Table 1.



CHAPTER IV
THE PROVINCE OF JIBAL

The Arabs aptly named the region they called Jibal, known in clas=-
sical times as Media, for its mountainous terrain.1 Although the bound~
aries of the province were altered at various times, they remained gen-
erally stable during the early Abbasid period. On the west Jibal was
flanked by Iraq and on the northwest by Azerbaijan. To the north lay
the Caspian districts: Daylam, Jilan, Ruyan and Dunbawand, while to the
northeast stretched the province of Qumis and the main route to Khurasan.
Most of the =zastern border was Limited by the Khurasanian desert and on
the southern borders were the provinces of Fars and Ahwaz (Khuzistan).
Despite these definite geographic Llimits, Jibal was not administered
consistently as a single entity under the first cAbstids.2 Rather,
control of a number of the major urban centers, each with its surround-
ing district, was often delegated to a representative of the caliph.

The fundamental characteristic of Jibal during this period was its divi-
sion into several major city-states, each with its own dependent towns,
villages and rural countryside. Usually the province was nominally
under the control of a single governor appointed by the caliph, yet the
major cities, excluding the provincial capital, were treated like semi-
autonomous entities.

Rayy was the capital of Jibal during the early Abbasid period,
the name of the city being practically synonymous with the province as

a whole. Whenever a particular individual is mentioned in the written
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and numismatic sources as Camil of Rayy, the meaning conveyed is that he
was governor of the entire province, prefects in other cities notwith-
standing. The chief mint of Jibal was located at Rayy, whose almost
unbroken series of emanations were matched only by the imperial facility
at Baghdad. While Mahdi was governor of the East for his father (see
betow), he resided in Rayy and embarked on a major building program.
Under the heir-apparent's direction, the city was enlarged and a new
Friday mosque built. In honor of Mahd?, whose given name was Muhammad,
Rayy was renamed Mubammad?yah and this appellation began appearing on
the coinage from the year 148/765, although the construction program was

3 The city and district, however, continued

not completed until 158/775.
to be referred to in the chronicles under the old name of Rayy, which
name also reappeared on the coinage from time to time.

The second city of Jibal in importance administratively—and pro-
bably first in size—was I§bah§n, which dominated southeastern Jibal and

“  Isbahan was usually accorded

the region stretching towards Hamadan.
its own c&mil, who was normally subordinate to the governor in Rayy,
although some of the prefects appointed there were able to act with a
measure of independence. A few of these individuals have become known
to us, either through mention in the Arab chronicles or as the issuing
authority on the city's coinage. Where these Camils of I§bah;n are
known, they are discussed in conjunction with their counterparts at
Rayy. I§bah§n was the site of an CAbbasid provincial mint, although the
name appears very infrequently on the coinage until the caliphatz of

Ma'mun. Up to that time the name Jayy, by which the administrative cen-

ter of I§bah5n was called, occurs on a rather intermittent series of
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dirhams and fulﬁs.s

There were several other urban centers which figured in the admin-
jstration of this province and of which there are occasional notices to
the effect that prefects were appointed to them. Hamadgn, the ancient
Ecbatana and capital of Media, was a very large city under the Abba-
sids.6 It is frequently mentioned by the Arab historians and emitted a
series of copper coins,all during the period under discussion. NihSwand,
also called Mah al-Basrah because its revenues were allotted to the
troops of Basrah in Irag after the initial Arab conquest, was an impor-
tant city Llocated south of Hamadgn.7 It was sometimes included in the
districts put under the control of a governor when the appointment was
for certain specified areas of Jibal only. Nihawand's mint issued some
coinage, with both names for the city found on its very infrequent
issues, though not together.8 Dinawar, to the west of Hamadgn, is also
mentiored as comprising the domains of certain governors, while several
prefects of that city are referred to in the chronicles. Like Nihawand,
Dinawar was given a second name due to its revenues being apportioned—
in this case, to the Arabs of Kufah and was, therefore, called Mah al-
KGfah.9 Qumm, on the road between Rayy and I§bah5n, merited its own
camil, although none of their names for the early €Abbasid period is
known to us.10 This city, however, was an impcrtant one in the province
and was made a separate district in 189/805; whereas, it had formerly
been part of the district of I§bah5n.11 Qumm was the location of a
major uprising against Ma'mun in 210/825-826 (see below).

After the CAbbasid revolution was declared in Khurasan (late 129/

June 747), the Umayyads tried desperately to contain the forces of Abu
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Muslim in the East. However, Ate Muslim's General Qahtabah reached Rayy
and began to threaten all of Jibal. In a great battle fought near
Isbahan on 24 Rajab 131 (March 19, 749), the main Umayyad army in the
East was utterly routed and the way opened to Iraq and Syria. Jibal was,

from this moment on, an Abbasid province in Abu Muslim's hands.

1. Abu Muslim “Abd al-Rahman ibn Muslim (mawla)(132-137/749-755).
The man who was instrumental in securing the caliphate for the CAbbasid
family remained governor of much of the East after Saffgb had been pro-
claimed commander of the faithful in Kufah. He spent most of his gov-
ernorship in Khurasan and Transoxiana quelling disorders and revolts,
affairs in Jibal being left in the hands of the prefects in the major
cities.12 Abu Muslim left Khurasan and traveled through Jibal on his
way to join Abu Jafar (Man§3r) for the hajj in 136/754. To assure his
own position in the East, he divided his 8,000-man force between Naysa-
bur and Rayy, then gathered together the revenues of Jibal and left the
whole of it at Rayy.13 Abu Muslim was not to return to the East. Man-
§Gr, after his succession to the caliphate, resolved to rid himself of
the powerful revolutionary and Abu Muslim was killed at Mada'in on 24

sha®ban 137 (February 12, 755).1%

2. Jahwar ibn Marrar al=°Ijl7 (RabiCah) (137-138/755-756). He was

in charge of Man§ar's cavalry corps in 137 when the rebellion of Sunbgdh,

15

a partisan of Abu Muslim, broke out in Khurasan. When the revolt

spread from NaysSbGr to Qumis and then to Rayy, the caliph sent Jahwar

16 The battle which ensued between Rayy

to Jibal to restore order there.
and Hamadan resulted in a total rout of the rebels. Sunbadh fled from

Jahwar's forces, but was caught and killed somewhere between Qumis and
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Tabaristan, the revolt having lasted about 70 days.17 The treasury left
behind by Abu Muslim at Rayy proved to be Jahwar's undoing. Sunbadh had
confiscated the revenues during his revolt and, when Jahwar seized that
money to pay his troops, Man§ﬁr dismissed him as governor of Rayy (in
138). Jahwar himself then rebelled and the caliph had to send Muhammad
ibn al-Ash®ath and “Umar ibn Hafs Hazarmard against him. Jahwar was de-
feated near I§bah5n, then tried to join the Kharajite Mulabbad in Azer-

baijan, but was caught and put to death.18

3. Muhammad ibn al-Ash®ath ibn “Ugbah al-Khuza“i (Yaman)(138-139/
756=757). Mubhammad had been Abu Muslim's appointee to govern Fars early

in Safbe's caliphate.19 In 138 he was sent to replace Jahwar ibn Mar-

20

rar as governor of Rayy and to suppresc the former's rebellion. Al=-

though there is no notice of his dismissal, it must have come late in
138 or early in 139, since numismatic evidence shows his successor in

office in the latter year.21 We find him governor or Egypt in 141/758-

22 23

759, of Ifr?q?yah in 145/762-763, and participating in the summer

campaign against the Byzantines in 149/766, at which time he died.24

4. ®Abd al-Hamid ibn Ja®far ibn “Abd Allah ibn al-Hakim ibn Rafi®
al-Ansari (Yaman) (139-141/757-759). None of the written sources states
that he was appointed governor of Jibal. However, Abd al-ﬂam?d's name
js found on coins of Rayy, dated 139 and 141, thus demonstrating that he
filled that office during those years.>> He later sided with the °Alid,
Muhammad al-Nafs al-Zakiyah, in 145/762, but seems to have escaped pun-

ishment when the revolt was suppressed.26 €Abd al-@am?d died in 153/

770.27
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5(a). Muhammad al-Mahdi ibn Abu Ja®far Abd Allah al-Mansur (“Abbas?
(141-151/759-768) . Man§ar appointed his son governor of a large part of
the East, including ¢ibal and KhurEs-a-n.28 When he first went to his
territories in 141, Mahdi stayed at Rayy while his lieutenant was sent to

29 1n 144/761-762 he

Khurasan to deal with the rebellious governor there.
set out for Iraq, met his father at Nihawand and proceeded with him back
to Hgshim?yah.30 He must have returned shortly thereafter, since he was
again in Rayy in 145/762 when Man§ar wrote to him requesting Khazim ibn
Khuzaymah be sent to Ahwaz to counter the revolt of Ibrahim ibn Abd

31 It was during this second half of his governorship that Mahdi

31

Allah.
rebuilt much of Rayy and renamed it Mubammad;yah. He returned to Bagh-
dad in Shawwal 151 (November 768).33 During Mahdi's tenure as governor,
he appointed deputies in Rayy, as well as the other major cities of the

province. Some of these individuals are known only from their names on

the coinage.34

5. A§ghar (or As®ad) ibn CAbd aL-Ramen (ancestry unknown) ([1417]
-143/075921-760). His name, which is uncertain, is known only from fulus
of Rayy, dated 143.35 He may have been in office prior to that year,

but was succeeded in the course of the only year for which his coinage

is extant.

5¢c). “Imran (or Ghafran) ibn §5Lib (ancestry unknowr} (143-[14571/
760-L7627?1). Although this name is found only on fulus of Rayy, dated
143 and 144, where he is called “amil of Muhammad (Mahdi), “Imran may
have been in office until 145, the year in which his successor's name

. 36
appears on the coinage.



145

5(d). Salm ibn Qutaybah ibn Muslim al-Bahili (Mudar)([144?1-145/
[76121-763). Salm was definitely in office in 145/762-763, according to
numismatic evidence, and perhaps for part of the preceding yeér.3? When
the dangerous extent of the revolt of Ibrahim ibn ®Abd All3h became
apparent, Man§ﬁr wrote to Salm in Rayy to go to Bagrah, where he soon was
appointed governor late in 145/early 763.38 No details of his short ten-
ure at Rayy are known, but Salm returned to the city later and died there
in 149/766.%°

Mahdi continued in his capacity as overall governor of the East, but
the names of camils at Rayy, between 145-160/763-777, are not extant. While
a lacuna in the chronology of governors in the provincial capital does
exist, there is sufficient evidence of the Camils in the other major
cities of Jibal for this period to permit its record to be enumerated
here:

Hamadan: An “Umar ibn Salm is found on fulus, dated 147 and 148.1"0

41 This may be the

The name Tayfur is inscribed on fulus of 151 and 152.
same Iayfar, a mawla of Mangar who, during Mahdi's caliphate, helped
founc the city of Sisar when the region between the districts of Hamadan
and Azerbaijan became overrun with brigands and outlaws.42 There was a
Iayfﬁr, possibly our present subject, who was the prefect of I§bah3n in
169/785-786 (see below). Fulus, dated 154, carry the name Subayh, while
those of 156 have ‘Abd aL-RabmSn, but their identification cannot be

sur‘m1’sed.l’3

fiable Sac7d, according to a fals of Jayy struck in that year.44 The
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name of Isma“il ibn Mus‘ab is found on a fals of 154, but no trace of

him can be elicited from the chrom‘cles.45

is possibly Sulaymgn ibn Barmak, who was with Khalid ibn Barmak when the
Llatter was governor of Mosul in 158.46 Sulayman ibn Barmak later partic-
ipated in the summer raid of 163/780, with nothing more of him being

mentioned after that date.47

6. Hamzah ibn Malik ibn al-Haytham al-Khuza“7 (Yaman)(160-161/777-
778. The textual evidence does not directly show him to have been gov-
ernor in Jibal, but his tenure can be deduced from notices of his other
appointments and from numismatic sources. Prior to his governorship in
Jibal, ﬂamzah was appointed Camil of Sijistan at the end of 159 (Septem=-
ber-October 776) and was dismissed from that office in Sha®ban 140 (May-

June 777).48 He was in Rayy as governor after the latter date, as evi-

denced from fulus minted in that city, dated 160.49 He was not in office

long, as Mahdi appointed him sahib al-shurtah in 161.SO Hamzah was later
52

governor of Khurasan®' and died in 181/797-798.

7. al-I;hir ibn Talhah (ancestry unknown) (161-163/778-780 7). Dir-
hams of Mubammad?yah, dated 162, have the name of this otherwise unknown
prefect.53 He may have been appointed to replace Hamzah ibn Malik and

was probably in office until the arrival of Kulthum ibn vaf§.

8. Kulthum ibn Hafs (ancestry unknown) (163-164/780-781). We only
know of his tenure in office during these years from fulﬂs issued by the
Mubammad?yah mint.54 In 163 there was a change of prefects at I§bah5n.

Yahys ibn Sac?d al-Harashi was dismissed and al-~Hakim ibn Sac7d Chis
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brother ?) was appointed in his place.55

9. Khalaf ibn “Abd Allah (164-165/781-782). This individual was

56

appointed governor of Rayy in 164 and dismissed in 165. The numismatic

. . . 57
evidence confirms these dates as being correct.

10. ®Tsa, mawla Abu Ja“far al-Mansur (165-[1661/782-[7831). Both
Tabari and Ibn al-Athir state that cfsg, a mawla of Jacfar, was appointed

58

to replace Khalaf in 165. He is Llikely the same °155, mawla of Man§§r,
which the anonymous cUyﬁn wa-al-@ad&’iq mentions as having been one of
Manfﬁr's secretaries.59 No record of his dismissal from Rayy is found
in the sources, but he was probably in office when Sacd was sent to take
his place.

1. Sacd, mawla al-Mahdi (166=-?/783-2). $ad was appointed governor
of Rayy in 16660 and was still in office in 16?/784.61 The sources do

not reveal the date of his dismissal, yet he was in Rayy as late as 168/

785, according to numismatic evidence.62

12. Between 167/784 and 176/792 a bewildering number of names appears
on the coinage of Jibal Province.63 Not one of these individuals is
mentioned as having been governor of Rayy or of Jibal during this period.
Therefore, any attempt to Link names on the coinage with persons men-
tioned in the written sources is based on pure speculation, yet it is
useful to record the possible identifications. The name of a pa'ud is
found on dirhams of Mubammad?yah, issued during the years 170 to 174, as
well as on later issues between 177 and 195. He may be the same ba'ud
64

whose name is inscribed on dirhams of Ma®dan BSjunays, dated 190 to 195.

There are two possible identifications for this individual. The most
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probable is Da'ud ibn “Isa ibn Musa al-cAbbgs?, who led the nhajj in

65 66

193"” and was governor of Mecca and Medina in 196. The other possi-

bility is Da'ud ibn Yazid ibn Hatim al-Muhallabi, who was governor of

Egypt in 17467 and appointed to Sind in 184/800.68

On dirhams of Mu?am-
mad?yah, dated 171 and 172, is found the name ﬁSrith, who may be General
al-Harith ibn Hisham, later sent (in 196/811-812) by Tahir ibn al-Husayn
to Qa§r ibn Hubayrah during the war between Amin and Ma'man.69 The Yab—
ya of Mu@ammad?yah dirhams of 172 and 173 may have been Yahya ibn Khalid
aL-BarmakT, appointed wazzir by Harun al-Rashid in 170/78?,70 as Miles
speculates.71 However, it is also possible=—ang 1 believe, more likely—
that he is to be identified with Yahya ibn Mu®adh ibn Muslim al-DhuhlT,
whose name is found on fulus of Jayy, dated 174. No written record of
his holding a post in I§bah5n or Jibal in general is known, but he was

72

Later governor of Armenia for Ma'mun. Dirhams of Muhammad?yah, minted

in 173, have the name Bahlul as well as that of Yaby;, but Miles could
not offer any suggestion as to his identif‘ication.73 It is just possi-
ble that he was the Bahlul ibn CAbd aL-NE?id who figured in the affairs
of Ifr?q?yah as a katib (secretary) in 181/?9?-798.74 Also, on some
dirhams of Mubammad?yah, dated 173, is inscribed the name Mucswiyah,
who may have been Mucgwiyah ibn Zufar ibn Cifim at-HilSL?, brother of
two governors of Armem’a75 and leader of the summer raids of 178/794

76

and 180/796, = and whose name is found on coin weights of Egypt, dating

from about 180-190/796-806. "

Dirhams minted at Muhammad?yah in 175 are
extant in large numbers with the name Yaz?d, who Miles identifies as
Yazid ibn Mazyad al-ShaybEn?.78 Although no mention of him is made in

the sources between the years 172-179/788-795, he is the most likely
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candidate.

Prefects of other cities in Jibal are also known for this period.
Iayfar, mawla of HEd?, was appointed governor of Ifbahgn in 169/785-
786, yet nothing is known of the length of his governorate.79 A person
by the name of al=CAbbas ibn Mucgwiyah was prefect in Hamadan between
170 and 180/787 and 796, but he is not mentioned at all by the Arab his-
torians.80 Perhaps he was the son of the Mucgwiyah found on dirhams of

Muhammad?yah discussed above.

13. Abu al-Abbas al-Fadl ibn Yahya ibn Khalid al~Barmaki (Iranian)
(176-179/792-795). Fadl was appointed governor of a large bloc of terri-
tories, including Jibal, Tabaristan, Dunbgwand, QGmis, Armenia and Azer-

81 In the same year Rayy, Jurjgn and Ruyan were added to

baijan in 176.
his governorate and he set up residence at a place called Ashabb in IEL-
aq;n, located in northwestern Jibal near Daylam and described as "cold

and snowy."82 In 177/793, Fa?t was made governor of Khurasan and Siji-

&3 84

stan - and he set out for the East in 178/794. In 180/796, Haru al-

Rashid dismissed him from Tabaristan and Raygn as well-as Rayy, from
which date is marked the end of his governorship of Jibal..85

The coinage of Jibal during this period does not reflect Fagl's
tenure, unless a single dirham of Mubammad?yah, dated 179, was meant to
represent him.86 However, the name of his brother Ja®far is found very
frequently on the coinage, not only of Mubammad?yah, but on many scat-
tered mints throughout the Empire until the year of his death (187/803).
This was not because Ja‘far was acting as governor of Jibal or any of
the other provinces; rather, his name on the coinage is a reflection of

his appointment by Harun al-Rashid as supervisor of the coinage in 176.87
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Two of Fadl's prefects in Rayy are known from numismatic evidence. ®Abd
ALLSh, whose name is found on a single dirham each of 176 and 177, may

88 ¢

be identified with CAbd Allah ibn Sa‘7d al-Harashi,°° “Abd Allah ibn

Khazim ibn Khuzaymay,S® or CAbd ALLZh ibn Salih ibn ALY al-CAbbasi.”0
In 177/793, there was a Ruh in charge of the district, who was possibly

91

the mawla of Fadl mentioned in Tabari under the year 175. Also pre-

fect of Rayy in 177 was an al-Abbas ibn Mut_lammad.92 Miles surmises he
may have been Abbas ibn Mubammad ibn Ibrahim ibn cAl?, governor of Mecca
for Harun al-Rashid at one time, or more likely, Abbas ibn Mubammad ibn
al-Musayyab, placed in charge of Jafar ibn Yabyg's shur?ah (police

93 CYthman ibn Zufar was Samil of Rayy in 178 and

corps) in 180/796.
179/794 and 795, according to numismatic evidence.94 He is not to be
found in the chronicles, but was probably the brother of Mucgwiyah ibn
Zufar, tentatively identified as prefect in Rayy in 173/789-790 (see
above). The above plethora of names on the coinage of Jibal during
Fa?L's governorship illustrates the extent to which minor officials of
this period go practically unnoticed in the written sources. In most

cases, the only record of these individuals having been part of the

C - . . . . . . .
Abbasid bureaucracy is contained in the numismatic evidence.

14. Mubammad ibn Yabyg ibn aL-ﬁErith ibn Shikhkhir (? Hawgzin-Mu?ar)
(179-181/795-797). When Fa?l ibn Yabyz was dismissed as governor of
Rayy, along with his other territories, Harun appointed Mubammad to
Jibal, reportedly in 180/796.95 However, numismatic evidence shows that
Mubammad was already in his governorate in 179 and remained until at

96

Lleast 181. Muhammad may also be referred to on a fals of Jayy, dated

181, when al=Husayn ibn aL-Janngh, a mawla of HSan, was prefect of
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I§bah§n.97
Again, there is a short lacuna in notices of governors of the pro-
vince as a whole. A certain Asad is found on dirhams of 181 and 182,
whom Miles surmises may have been Asad ibn Yazid aL-ShaybEnT, governor

98 In 182/798, Harun made his son Ma'mun governor

of Armenia 185-186.
of Khurasan and the territory westward to Hamadgn.99 The same is re=-
counted under the year 186/802, when the caliph had formal notices of
the succession set up in Mecca.100 This would imply that Ma'mun was in
control of all of northern Jibal but, in fact, he spent most of his time

in Khurasan relying on deputies to administer his other districts.

15.. Abu §;Lib Ya?yg ibn said al-earash?, mawla Harun al-Rashid
(184-[18971/800-[8051). Yahya was appointed governor of Jibal in 184,10
but there is no indication, either from textual or numismatic sources,
of the duration of his governorship. The prefect of Rayy in 184 and
185 was al-varb, mawla Harun al-Rashid, whose name is found on fulus

102 In the same year a short-lived revolt was

minted in those years.
begun in Jibal by Abu CAmr al-Shari. Zuhayr al-Qassab was sent to deal

with him and the rebel was killed at Shahrazar.103

16. CAbd Allah ibn Malik al-Khuza“i (Yaman) (189-[19421/805-[81071).
®Abd Allah was given the governorship of a large area of northern Jibal
and the districts south of the Caspian Sea by Harun when the caliph was
in Rayy meeting with °Al7 ibn ®Isa ibn Mahan in 189. The territory
allotted to Cabd Allah consisted of Rayy, Hamadan, Tabaristan, Ruyan,

Dunbawand and Qamis.w4

In addition, Harun appointed Muhammad ibn al-
Junayd to control the road which ran between Rayy and Hamadgn, probably

to protect the route from brigands who infested the district in large
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numbers.105 ®Abd All3h was not often in Jibal because of his military

06 and re-

duties. He participated in the summer campaigns of 190/8071
turned to Jibal with Am;n, the heir-apparent, where he led a force of

10,000 cavalry to put down a revolt by the Khurram?yah on the border

between Jibal and Azerbaijan in 192/808.107 He is mentioned as being
one of those in company with Harun when the caliph died in 193/809.108
109

®Abd Allah himself died on Dhu at-ﬁijjah 212 (February-March 828).
Several prefects of various districts of Jibal under Abd Allah are
known from the indigenous coinage.110 The names of Yazid and Sa®id are
found on a dirham of Mubammad?yah, dated 189, but they have not been
identified. Bishr ibn Khuzaymah ibn Khazim al-Tamimi is named amir on a
fals of Hamadan for 189, the same year in which his name is found on
dirhams of Armenia and Arran.111 He may have had control of the bor-
der area between Azerbaijan and northern Jibal. A person known only as
Hisham is named on the same fals and was probably the prefect of the

city.112 In Isbahan, the prefect was al-Hasan (or al-Husayn) ibn Jannah,

a mawla of Harun aL-Rash?d.113

17. al-CAbbas ibn Abd ALL3h ibn Malik al-Khuza® (Yaman)(/-194/
7-810). CAbbas was left in charge of Rayy, perhaps by his father some
time before Harun's demise. He is named Ma'mun's ®amil there in 194 and
played a minor role in the growing feud between Amin and his brother.114
Amin wrote to cAbst, requesting him to send rare plants of the district
to him as a test of his loyalty. When Ma'mun discovered that his pre-
fect was open to his brother's machinations, he dismissed him and ap-

115

pointed Husayn al=Rustami in his place. To counter this, Amin put

“Ismah ibn Hammad ibn Salim al-Hamadhani in charge of the harb of Jibal
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. - . 116
and sent him to Hamadan with 1,000 men.

18. al=Husayn ibn “Umar al-Rustam?, mawla al-Ma'mun (194-C19521/

810-L81121). As mentioned under the last-named governor of ﬁayy, Rus-

117

tami was appointed to replace Abbas in 194, He raised 1,000 men for

Ma'mun's army in Rayy and in the war between his master and the ill-

fated caliph, he played a significant role as a military leader in Ji=

118 119

bal By 196/812, he was in Ahwaz on behalf of Tahir ibn al-Husayn.

19. °ALT ibn Isa ibn Mahan al~Khurasani (195/811). Amin entrusted
the government of a large part of Jibal, dincltuding Nihawand, Hamadan,
Qumm and I§bah5n, as well as the @arb and kharaj of the area, on 1 Rabi®
1I 195 (January 1, 811). ALL of Amin's forces were placed under his

command and he was allotted 200,000 dinars and 50,000 dinars for his son

Masg.120 CALT Left Baghdad on 15 Jumada II (March 15) and headed for

Rayy, which was the only major city in Jibal left under Ma'mum's contrcl.
When he arrived in Hamadgn, he appointed ®Abd AlLlah ibn Humayd ibn

Qahtabah over that city and cAbd al-Rahman ibn Jiblah al-Abnawi over

121

Dinawar. Just outside of Rayy, °ALT met Ma'mun's forces under the

command of Tahir ibn al-Husayn and, in the ensuing battle, CALT was

killed and Tahir gained his famous epithet, "Dhu aL-Yam?nayn, report-

edly for wielding his sword with two hands.122

20. Yahya ibn °AL7 ibn SIsa ibn Mahan al-Khurasani (Khurasani Arab)
(195/811). After his father was killed, Yahys was appointed governor
of Rayy by Am?n, who provided him with a new army, to be paid from the

123

kharaj revenues of the district. It is not clear how Amin expected

his representatives to collect the taxes in the area, since Ma'mun's
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forces were in control of Rayy and its environs. Yaby; probably never
managed to enter the city, but is reported to have taken possession of
the region between Rayy and Hamadgn.124 Eventually Tghir ibn'al-ﬁusayn
directed his forces westward in order to consolidate all of Jibal under

the rule of Ma'mun. As he approached, many of Yahys's troops deserted

125

to Tahir and Yahyg was severely defeated. It is not clear what hap-

pened to Yahyg, but he must have escaped, since he was in Mada'in in
201/816-817. 128

21. °Abd al-Rahman ibn Jiblah al-Abnawi (Tamim-Mudar)(195/811).

While Yahyg was still in Jibal, Amin sent Abd al-Rahmary from Anbar

127

with another army to confront Tahir. He occupied the region around

Hamadan as Tahir consolidated his gains, reducing one stronghold after

another. After defeating Kathir ibn diirah, Amin's Camil at Qazwin,

128

Tahir moved against ®Abd al-Rahman. The first battle was indecisive,

but before the second confrontation could be brought about, ®Abd al-
Rahman's own men fell on him and, after killing him, either went over to

Tahir or fled back towards Iragq, thus leaving the way to Baghdad open]29

22. Abu al-Tayyib Tahir ibn al-Husayn ibn Mus®ab al-Bushanji al-
Khuza®i (Iranian)(195-196/811-812). Ma'mun's general was also hisCamil

in Rayy in 195 and 196, according to numismatic ev-idence.130 He is also

mentioned in this capacity several times in the written sources,131 but
greater attention is generally paid to his military exploits in Jibal,

and later in Iraq and the Jazirah during the war between Amin and Ma‘'mun.

23. al-Fadl ibn Sahl ibn SAbd Allah [Zadhanfarukhl(Iranian)(196-

198/812-814). In Rajab 196 (March-April 812), Ma'mun put Fadl over all
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of the East (al=~Mashriq), from Hamadan to the borders of China, and from
the Persian Gulf and India to the Caspian Sea and Juern. Faqt was
allotted three million dirhams for the expenses of his administration
over this vast territory and received the honorific title of Dhu al-
Riya'satayn, meaning "Commander of both Military and Civil Affairs."”

His brother Hasan was appointed to control the diwan al-kharaj of these
regions.132 FagL, of course, appointed lieutenants to each district and
major city, but only one in Jibal has come down to us. Harthamah ibn

Acyan, next to Tahir (Ma'mun's most able general), was prefect of Isba-

133

han from 196 to 198, according to numismatic evidence. He does not

seem to have been in that area continually during this period and may

have himself had to appoint a deputy togovern the Isbahan district. He

was with Tahir in Jibal and Iraq during the war against Amin in 195,134

135 136

in Hulwan early in 196, and in Ahwaz later in the year. In Rama-

dan 196 (May-June 812), he defeated another of Amin's armies, led by

137

®AL7 ibn Muhammad ibn ®Isa ibn Nuhayk, near Nahrawan. In 198 Ma'mun

ordered him to come to Khur555n238

so between the battle in late 196 and
the caliph's order in 198, Harthamah may well have looked after affairs

in Isbahan,

24. Abu Muhammad al-Hasan ibn Sahl ibn ©Ahd AlLlah [Zadhanfarukhl
al-Sarakhsi (Iranian) (198-205/814-821). Hasan was appointed governor in
198 of all the provinces which Tahir ibn al=Husayn had conquered during

the recent war between Amin and Ma'mun. These territories inciuded

137

Jibal, Fgrs, Ahwgz, Basrah and Kufah. Hasan spent most of this per-

jod in Irag and a few of the prefects he appointed to the districts of

140

Jibal are known to us through the coinage. A certain Tanyr was the
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prefect in Hamadan in 200/815-816, as his name is found on a fals of
that date, along with that of the governor of Jibal, al=Husayn ibn Cumar

al-Rustam'i'.141

Yacqab? relates that ﬁusayn-—whom he calls atkﬁasan ibn
CAmr—had been appointed over Jibal by ﬁasan ibn Sahl on Ma'mun's orders.
In 204/819-820, Ma'mun ordered Dinar ibn “Abd Allah to replace vusayn
ibn cUmar, but the latter was reluctant to abandon his post. When he
became rebellious, Dinar was forced to engage him in battle and eventu-
atly @usayn was made a captive and deprived of his pos1't1'on.1"2 A com-
bination of the numismatic and written sources shows that ﬁusayn was
governor in Jibal at least from 200 to 204/815 to 820.143
No other notices occur concerning administrative officials during
ﬂasan ibn Sahl's territorial governorship, but there are some passages
in Tabar? concerning Jibal worth mentioning. It was reported in 201/
816-817 that there was widespread starvation in Khur;sgn, Rayy and
Ifbahgn. Food was scarce and expensive and many people died.144 As
Ma'mun passed through Rayy in 203/late 818, he reduced the amount that
district and city was assessed in taxes by two million d'irhams.145

This action was to cause a great deal of trouble with the people of Qumm

later in Ma'mun's caliphate (see below under Talhah ibn Tahir).

25. Tahir ibn al-Husayn (Iranian); second appointment (205-207/
821-823). Ma'mun's able general was appointed governor of all the ter-
ritories from Baghdad to the extreme eastecrn limits of the Empire in

146 e Lleft the capital on 29 Dhu al-Qa®dah 205 (May 6, 821) to

205,
assume his duties in the East, and was to spend most of ‘his 1-1/2 year
tenure in KhurEsSn.14? We know of two prefects of Rayy for Tahir from

numismatic sources, both of whom were in office during part of 206/821-
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148

822. The first was Muhammad ibn Humayd al-Tusi al-Tahiri, who is not

mentioned by Arab sources as being specifically connected with the gov-
ernment of Rayy. He had earlier been one of Tghir's Lieutenants during
the war against Am?n, having been cal ied al-IEhir? from the time in 198/
813-814; then he was put in charge of the Khurasani troops by TShir.149
He was later sent by the caliph to prosecute the war against Babak and
the Khurram?yah, in which capacity he lost his Life in 214/829.150 It
is evident from the coinage that, in 206, he had control of an area on
behalf of Ishir, which was greater than the district around Rayy, since
his name is found on coins of Naysgbar/Abrashahr struck in the same
year.151 The other prefect of Rayy for 206, whose name is preserved on
the coinage, is Isr_n'éq ibn Yal.wya ibn Muadh al-DhihlY. His father was
governor of Armenia shortly before 206, but of Isbgq's appointment to

152 Some details of his later career

153

Rayy, the historians are silent.

are known, however. He was appointed Camil of Damascus in 218/833,

154

ptaced in control of the guard (haras) by Mutasim in 225/840, and

was commander of the guard at some time during the caliphate of Muta-

155

wakkil (232~246/846-860). Tahir himself died in 207/822 and was

succeeded in all his territories by his son Talhah.

26. Talhah ibn Tahir ibn al-Husayn (Iranian)(207~213/822-828).

When his father died suddenly in 207, Talhah succeeded him as governor
156

of the East Talhah spent most of his governorship in Khurasan, and

coinage issued under his name at Rayy provides no clues to the identifi-

157 In 210/825, the resentment nf the peo-

cation of his prefects there.
ple of Qumm over the reduction of Rayy's tax assessment by Ma'mun in

203/818 (see above) erupted into open revolt when they did not receive
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similar treatment. The inhabitants of the city repudiated the caliphal
authority and refused to pay the kharaj, which amounted to two million
dirhams, a sum they deemed excessive. They requested that their assess—
ment be Lowered as it had been for Rayy, but Ma'mun answered with force.
He sent ALY ibn Hisham and called in a general from Khurasan named
Mubammad ibn Yusuf to assist him. The rebellion was put down with great
severity as ‘Al fought and killed Yabys ibn CImrEn, the rebel leader,
and pulled down the walls of the city. °ALT then proceeded to collect
seven million dirhams in taxes; whereas, the people had previously com=

t!158 The direct involvement of

pitained that two million was exorbitan
Ma'mun in suppressing the revolt in Qumm demonstrates that, although
Tal?ah was the nominal governor of the East, the caliph maintained a
watchful eye on conditions in the provinces. Talbah died in 213/828

and was succeeded by his brother, ®Abd Allah, in the government of the

East.

27(a). Abu al-“Abbas “Abd Allah ibn Tahir ibn al-Husayn (Iranian)
(213-230/828-844). At the time that his father died in 207/822, “Abd
Allah was occupied with putting down the revolt cf Na§r ibn Shabath in
the Jazirah, so he sent Ialbah to govern what had become the Ighirid
domains in the East.159 €Abd Allah was continually occupied in the West
and was governor of Egypt, Syria and Jazirah from 211 to 213/826 to

828,160

while Iathah remained in the East until his death (213/828). 1In
213 or 214—the sources are not clear on this—CAbd Allah was in Dinawar
organizing resistance against Babak and the Khurram?yah when his brother
died.161 Ma'mun offered him the choice between governing Khurasan or

taking over the administration of Jibal, Armenia, Azerbaijan and the war
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against Babak. CAbd Allah chose Khurasan and headed for that province.

162 To cAl? ibn Hisham was given the task of containing Babak's insur-

rection, while CAbd Allah attended to affairs in KhurSssn.163'

27(b). °ALT ibn Hisham al-Marwazi (Khurasani)(214-217/829-832).
When SAbd Allah ibn Tahir accepted the governorship of Khurssgn, Ma'mun
appointed CAL7 ibn Hisham over Jibal (here meaning the district of Rayy),

164 cAL? does not seem to have been a cap-

Qumm, Ifbahgn and Azerbaijan.
able administrator and soon fell under the caliph's suspicions. The
?E?ib al-barid in Jibal, al-CAbbas ibn Sa®d al-Jawhari, reportec to
Ma'mun that °AL7 had been killing some of the inhabitants of the pro-
vince and expropriating their goods and wealth. The caliph became very
angry and sent several officers to seize his treasury and weapons. One
of the officers, chayf ibn cAnbasah, took CAl.? into custody and con-
veyed him to Ma'mGn, who ordered him beheaded. The sentence was car-

ried out on 16 Jumada I 217 (June 19, 832).165

After the unpleasant
task of ridding the province of his disreputable governor was completed,
Ma'mun circulated a notice requesting the people to make their grie-
vances known to him concerning the unfavorable actions of his governors,
adding that the Khurram?yah had now (217/832) gotten control of Jibal,
Azerbaijan and Ar‘mem'a.166
The most striking feature of Jibal as an Abbasid province, in

viewing its administrative structure, was the ltack of cohesiveness among
the several districts. Unlike either Irag, which was divided into two
well-defined governorates, or Armenia, which was comprised of several

targe territories=——actually provinces in themselves—Jibal was, and still

is, merely a convenient geographical term for an amorphous agglomeration
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of city-districts. As such, the province functioned primarily as the
vital Link between the two most important ®Abbasid provinces, Irag and
Khurasan. There was no urgent reason for imposing a sense of unity on
Jibal, as was the case with Irag, the central heartland of the Empire;
or Armenia, the northern bulwark against non-Muslim invaders; or even
Khur;sgn, which was both a frontier province and the cornerstone of
CAbbasid power in the eastern part of the Empire.

Other than providing tax revenues to the central government, the
task of keeping the route open between Baghdad and Khurasan was one
which did not require a strong measure of centralized control in the
province. As long as peace and security were maintained in the major
cities along the post road, the tocal administration was left in the
hands of the district Camils. It is for this reason that governors of
Jibal per se are rarely mentioned in the sources, except when a combin=
ation of territories is allotted to those individuals. The frequent
references concerning appointments of governors to Rayy suggest that a
posting to the city was regarded as conferring the governorship of all
of Jibal upon the person named. However, the fact that Camils of Ifba-
hgn, HamadSn, Dinawar and Nihawand are sometimes named implies that the
governor in Rayy was no more than the Comil al-Cummal of the province.

The relatively unimportant role of Jibal militarily in the struc-
ture of the “Abbasid Empire is reflected in the backgrounds of the offi-
cials appointed to that province.167 Only one CAbbasid prince, Mahd?,
was appointed to govern Jibal, not counting Ma'mun's honorary governor-
ship and, in this instance, it was only part of a larger territory

apperded to Khurasan. Among those appointed to Rayy were a large number
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whose origins are indeterminable (five for six years), and one is tempted
to label most of them mawalZ on the rather shallow evidence cof their all-
too-brief mention in the sources and the fact that a large proportion of
identifiable governors at Rayy were mawall (five), and were in office for
13 of the 86 Muslim years concerned in this study. Of the two major Arab
tribal divisions, governors from Yaman are in the majority (five for ten
years), while three Mu?arites and one from RabiCah were in office for an
average of little more than one year. Not surprisingly, men of Iranian
lineage held the office of governor for a total of 25 years. These in-
cluded two Barmakids, the two sons of Sahl and, for the last 12 years of
this period, the founding members of the Ighirid dynasty. Of the re-
mainder, three wer: Khur3sani Arabs who were in office for a total of
four years. Of the Camils posted to the other districts of Jibal whose
affiliation can be determined, four were mawalZl, three were from Yaman
clans, two from Mugar, and one was a Khurasani Arab. It is interesting
to note that, except for Tghir ibn al-vusayn's two tenures as governor,
the first of which was to meet the military exigencies of the war with
Am?n, none of the known governors of Jibal were appointed more than
once, although many were given positions of responsibility elsewhere in
the Empire after leaving this province. In general, the length of term
in office for governors of Jibal was comparable to those in other pro-
vinces., With few exceptions, the average length of a governorship was

about one to three years.
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V, 478), he may have held that position in RAamadan from at least 133.
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Cf. C. Wurtzel, "The Coinage of the Revolutionaries in the Late Umayyad
Period,'" ANSMN 23 (1978), p. 196.

13120 87/7, 469; IA V, p. 458.

_M1bn Khallikan (Slane) II, p. 100 (which gjves the full date);
Ya'qubi II, p. 441; S. Moscati, "Abu Muslim," EI° I, p. 141.

15Tab 98/7, 479;_119/7, 495; IA V, 468, 481; Ansab I, Fols. 326a
27-326b; £f (on Sunbadh). There are coins of Jahwar known for 138; see

Appendix B.

6rab 119/7, 495; 1A V, 481; Yaqubl 1I, p. 442; Ansab I, Fol. 326b

4-15° FRA I, p. 224. Khalifah, pp. 426-417, says Mansur sent Muhammad

ibn al-Ash®ath against Sunbadh, adding that others say he sent Jahwar.

171ab 120/7, 495; FHA I, p. 224.

Brab 122/7, 497; 1A V, 484; FHA 1, 225. Ansdb I, Fol. 326by, 5o,
states that Mansur appointed Mujashi® ibn Yazid al-Dab®i (Dabbi ?) to
succeed Jahwar,"but when he arrived in Rayy, the latter had him killed,
then proclaimed his revolt.

19726 75/7, 460 and IA V, 449, under the year 133; Dinawari, Akhbar
al-tiwal, 376, where he is called Muhammad ibn aL-A§hcath ibn cA_kgd_al.-
Eah@an. Ansab 1, Fol. 285a 4267 relates that Saffah had sent cha ibn

Ali to Fars, only to find ﬁuhammad already there on behalf of Abu Muslim.

20tab 122/7, 497; 1A V, 484; FHA 1, 225; Ansab 1, Fol. 326b,o o,

21There are undated fulus of Rayy issued by Muhammad, which can
only have been struck during his short tenure there. See Appendix B.

22¢.6 138/7, 511; IA ¥, S08.

ZEIgb 305/7, 639. Futuh I, pp. 361,368, mentions he was governor
of Ifriqiyah for Saffah. *

241ab 353/8, 28; IA V, 590; Dhahabl VI, p. 117; Futuh I, p. 28%.

25See Appendix B.

26126 190,193,199,227,260/7, 552,555,559,580,605; Dhahabi VI, p.
221, °

271p v, 611; Dhahabi, loc. cit.; KhalTfah, p. 426.

28’[ab 134/7, 508. Although Mahdi spent part of his time_at Rayy,
the major events of his period as governor occurred in Khurasan. See
Chapter V.
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29rab 138/7, 511; YaSqubl II, pp. 445-4a6.

30y,CqubT 11, p. 450.
31Tab 305/7, 639. Ya qu? II, p. 457, states that Mansur sent him
back to°Khurasan with an army and companions as his “amil tRere in 146.

32See above, under the introductory remarks for this chapter.

331ab 364/8, 36-37; Yatqubi II, p. 462.

34See Appendix B.

35See Appendix B. Cf. Miles, NHR, p. 25.

36See Appendix B. Miles, loc. cit., suggests that the letters slh
on the coins must be Sulh or SaZzh for Sal1h.

A fals of 145. There is a dirham of @uhammad?yah, dated 150,
with the name Salm reported by Widad al-Qazzaz, Sumer 18 (1962), p. 138,
No. 1/8453. 1If the coin was minted under the auspices of Salm ibn Qutay-
bah, then nerhaps the reported date of his death is incorrect (149/766),
or the die was made late in 149 for the following year and Salm's death
was unexpected. Thus, he may have been Camil over Rayy in 149-150, al-
though the written sources do not reflect this. Another possible can-
didate is Salm ibn €Abd Allah, whose name is found on a fals of Muham-
mad1yah, dated 164. See Appendix B,

381ab 305/7, 639. See Chapter II.

391a v, 590; Dhahabi VI, p. 71.

40See Appendix B.

41See Appendix B.

42Futﬁh I, pp. 482-483; Hamadhgn?, pp. 129-240.

43See Appendix B.

448ee Appendix B. For Jayy, see introductory remarks at the begin-
ning of this chapter.

45The several fulus of Jayy, dated 158, with the name of the pre-
fect poorly preserved, may be this same Isma il ibn Mus ab. See Appendix
B. *

46See Appendix B. Tab 384/3, 56.
“Trab 497,498/8, 246,247; 1A VI, 60. There is also a fals of

Muhammadiyah, dated 158, which has the name al-Hasan. This may refer to
Hadan ibn Qahtabah al-Ta'i, but the Arab sourced do not say where he was
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located in that year.

“8rab 459/8, 116; Bosworth, STstan, p. 84. Khalifah, p. 441, says
he was Mahdi's first governor of S1J1stan and gives his name as Hamzah
ibn Malik ibn Zuhayr ibn Muhammad al=ardhi.

49See Appendix B. Cf. Miles, NHR, pp. 40-41.

50IA VI, 56. Ya qu? II, p. 483, has his elevation to head of the
shurtah under the year 168, replac1ng his brother Nasr, when the latter
died. Tabari 491/8, 140, however, gives the year of Nasr s death as 141,
without mentioning Hamzah.

51See Chapter V.

521ab 646/8, 268; IA VI, 159.

53See Appendix B.

54See Appendix B. Miles, NHR, p. 43, believes some specimens show
the nisbah aL-Mawsili.

55Tab 500/8, 249; IA VI, 61. Yahya s tenure in Isbahan was neces-
sar1l¥ short, since he had only been appointed governor of Egypt in Dhu
al-@a dah_162 (July-August 779). Dirhams of Jayy, dated 162, have the
name Yahya on them and, judging from the large numbers of extant speci-
mens, great quantities of_these coins must have been struck._ It is high=
ly unlikely Ehat the Yahya of these dirhams is the same Yahya al- Harash1.
Mubammad al-"Ushsh, Kanz Umm Hajarah aZ-ded" (Damascus, 1972), PP« 75=_
76, lists several possible 1dent1f1cat1ons, but chooses Yahya al- Harasn1
as the most likely candidate. Unless_there is a migtake in the dat1ng
of his Egyptian governorship and Vahya Was in Isbahan for a much greater
portion of 162, one of the other of al-_ “Ushsh's poss1b1L1t1es is more
likely, the best one being Yabza ibn KhaL1d al- Barmak1, who was governor
of Azerbaijan 158-161, named Harun al-Rashid's tutor in 161, then placed
over the diwan al-rasa'il in 163. As was to occur frequently under the
far-reaching power and influence of the Barmakids, various members of the
family had their names placed on the coinage of diverse provincial mints,
even though they themselves were not officially present in those places.
The Ifbahan 162 issues may be evidence of one of those instances.

>61ab 503/8, 252; 505/8, 153; IA VI, 67.

5?See Appendix B. The one known fals of 164 is recorded by Zambaur,
Contrib. 1, p. 68, No. 52, as having the name Salm ibn CAbd Altah, but
MiLes, NHR, pp. 43-44, believes that Zambaur misread Salm for Khalaf.

I ab 5058, 153; IA VI, 67. Fulus of Mubammad1yah, dated 165,
have an “ayn in the reverse area, which may denote “Isa. See Appendix B.

tun 1, 269.
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60rab 51878, 163; IA VI, 7h.

$11ab 52178, 166.

62See Appendix B.

63See Appendix B for all numismatic references to this section.

64See Chapter III.

65Tab 775/8, 373; Yaqubl 11, p. 537.

66Tab 857/8, 436. Ya®aubi 11, p. Sk, has hin in Mecca 199-200.
IA VI, 264, calls him Da'ud ibn Musa ibn “Isa al-Khurasani.

67Zambaur, Manuel, p. 11.

8rab 64978, 272,

97ab 857/8, 436.

70Tab 603/8, 233; K.V. Zetterstéen, "Yahyg b. Khzlid," EIJ 1V, p.
1151. ° :

?1Mites, NHR, p. 55.

72See Chapter III.

73Miles, NHR, p. 56.

T41a v1, 156.

75See Chapter III under al-®Abbas and Yahy5 ibn Zufar.

"6xab 637/8, 260; 645/8, 266; IA VI, 145, 152.

""wiles, cAM 1, pp. 77-78.

78Miles, NHR, pp. 58-59.

79Tab 568/8, 204; IA VI, 95. He may be the person of the same name
found on fulus of Hamadan, dated 151 and 152. See above.

801t is possibte that all the fulus with his name are dated either
170 or 180, but I believe that I have recorded the dates correctly on
the specimens that I have personally examined.

81Iab 612/8, 242; Jahshiyari 190; FHA I, 293. For his activities
as governor of Armenia and Azerbaijan, see Chapter III.

82:.b 613/8, 242.
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83
I, 29.

Tab 629/8, 255; Jahshiyari, loc. cit.; Ya®qubi II, p. 492; FHA

84Iab 631/8, 257; ganshiyar?, loc, cit.; FHA I, loc. cit., His ten-
ure as governor of Khurasan is discussed in Chapter V.

85]'ab 645/8, 266, but numismatic evidence would tend to refute this
date as too late. His successor was already in office in 178.
86Ful§s of Nihawand, dated 186 with al-Fadl, may have been issued
by or for him, but he was not there in any official capacity that year.
See Appendix B.

c. 87Maqr1z1, Shudhur al- uqud (ed. Kirmili in al-Nugud al- Arabzyah
wa- ilm al-nummayyat (Cairo, 1939), pp. 47-48; and ed. D. Eustache,
"Traité des Monnaies," Hesperis Tamuda 10 (1969), pp. 116~117. Cf.
Miles, NHR, p. 61; and A.S. Ehrenkreutz, '"Studies in the Monetary His-
tory of the Near East in the Middle Ages," JESHQO 2 (1959), p. 142, both
of whom refer to L.A. Mayer's edition of M1qr1z1 s Shudhur (Alexandria,
1933).

8860vernor of Yamamah 168-169 (Zambaur, op. cit., p. 13), of Tabar-
istan in 185 (Jab 650/8, 273), of Hims in 194 (Tab 776/8, 374; 795/8,
388), and of was1t in 199 (Tab 9?9/8 530).
89$ahzb al-shurtah for Mahdi in 163 (Tab 494/8, 144); and 167 (Tab
519/8, 164) dismissed from that post by Hadi in 169 (Tab 548/8, 89)
governor of Tabaristan, replacing Fadt ibn Yahya in 180 (Tab 645/8, 266).

90Governor of the Jazirah in 163 (Tab 500/8, 149; Azdi, p. 244);
died in Rabi® I 186 (March=April 802) (IA VI, 174) See Appendix B.

7tab 611/8, 240. Cf. Wiles, NHR, p. 64. See Appendix B.
92Fulﬂs of this date. See Appendix B.

93Miles, NHR, p. 64.

94See Appendix B.

957ab 645/8, z66.

96.

See Appendix B. Miles, NHR, p. 67, rightly points out that Rayy
is used on the 179 dirhams of Muhammad ibn Yahya to denote the province
of Jibal and not merely the c1ty. Miles did not know of a dirham of
this governor from the year 181 and thus concluded his tenure covered
only 179 and 180.

9?See Appendix B. However, the Muhammad of the 181 fals may also
have been Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Barmaki, whose name is found on a 182-
dated fals of Jayy, although no connection between the Barmakid and the
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city administration can be found. Husayn ibn aL-Janngh may be identical
to the Hasan jbn Jamil who was govefnor of Basrah ca. 180-191. See
Chapter”1I,

98M1'Les, NHR, p. 70. See Chapter III.

99%ab 64778, 269.

100, 652/8, 275.

10120 64978, 272; 1A VI, 166.

102See Appendix B.

1°3Tab 649/8, 272; 1A VI, 166.

104Tab 705/8, 316-317. Ya qu; 1I, p. 514, lists only_ Qumis, Tabar-
jstan and Dunbawand. In 189 Qumm was separated from Isbahan and made
into a separate district. Cf. A.K.S. Lambton, "An Account of the Tarikhi

Qumm," op. cit., p. 587.

10572p 706/8, 317.

106Tab 709/8, 320; 712/8, 324.

10712b 732/8, 339; Dinawari, Akhbar al-tiwal, p. 392.

108Tab 734/8, 341.

109Ya qubi II, p. 562.

110See Appendix B.

111See Chapter III.

- 112There was an Hisham ibn Farkhasraw who figured in events of Khur-
asan and Jibal in 191 and 194 (Tab 714/8, 325; IA VI, 203, 229).

113The fulus of Jayy, dated 191, are very similar to those of the
same mint from 181, mentioned above. The two dates have been read cor-
rectly and it is not inconceivable that this individual held office for
a ten-year period, although Lack of other evidence allows for the possi-
bility that he was in office under two separate appointments.

114He is named on a dirham of Muhammad;yah for this yvear. The coin-
age of 194 reflects the changing poL1t1cal situation in Rayy. Part way
through the year, Am1n ceased to be mentioned and Ma‘mun®s name is the
only Abbasid named. This is also the first year in which Fadl ibn
Sahl's name is found on the coinage. See Appendix B.

M51.p 777/8, 375; 1A VI, 229.
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116 c -
Tab 794/8, 387; Ibn A tham al-Kufi 8, p. 297.

M720 77878, 375.

118;.p 800/8, 392.

1191ab 851-853/8, 432-433.

120121 796/8, 389-390.

121Tab 797/8, 390-391; I1bn ACtham al-Kufi 8, pp. 298-299.

122Tab 799-801/8, 391-393; IA VI, 242-245; Ya®qubi I1I, pp. 530-532;

D1nawar1, Akhbar al-tiwal, p. 398. The date of the battle and death of
€Al7 varies with the sources. Tab 825/8, 412, has m1d-ShawwaL 195 (mid-
July 811), but Khallikan (Slane) I, p. 650, gives 7 Sha ®ban 195 (May 6,

811).

123120 819/8, 406.

12410 827/8, 413.

125; .0 828/8, 413.

126120 1006/8, 550.

127150 827/8, 412; Ibn ACtham al-Kufi 9, p. 299.

128; . 830-831/8, 416.

129120 831-32/8, 416-417; IA VI, 248.

130See Appendix B.

1317ab 816/8. 404; DInawari, op. Cit., p. 39%.

132 2

Tab 841/8, 424, Cf. Sourdel, "al-Fadl b. Sahl," EI" II, p. 731.

133See Appendix B.

134120 802-803/8, 394.

135:20 840/8, 423.

136120 851/8, 432.

137120 86478, 441,

1385 975/8, 527.

139120 975/8, 527; IA VI, 297-298; Ibn ACtham al-Kufi 8, p. 330.
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140For Hasan's activities as governor of_Iraq, see Chapter II. The
letter ha' on coins of Muhammad1yah and Isbahan during this period may
represent Hasan. See Appéndix B.

141See Appendix B.

142y coob3 1I, p. 553.

143D$n5 ibn cAbd Allah may have continued to be governor of Jibal
into 205 if the dal on a dirham minted in Muhammadiyah in that year is
meant to represent his name. See Appendix B.

1“4Tab 1015/8, 556.

145T b_1030/8, 568; Futuh 11, 8: the amount had been 12 million
before Ma'mun reduced it by two million.

146Tab 1039/8, 577; W. Barthold, "Tahir b. al-Husain," EI1 v, pp.
610-611." ‘ -

147Iab 1043/8, 579._ Details of his activities as governor of the
East, especially of Khurasan, are given in Chapter V.

148See Appendix B.

149Tab 917/8, 482.

150Tab 1099/8, 619; 1101/8, 622; IA VI, 407,412; YaSqubl II, pp.
564-565. °

151See Appendix B. Cf. Miles, NHR, p. 111.

152For Yahya-ibn Mucsdh, see Chanter III.

153720 1133/8, 646.

15414 v1, s76.

155Ya°qib? II, p. 602.

Iab 1065/8, 595; IA VI, 383. Details of his governorship in
Khurasan are given in Chapter V.

157See Appendix B. One possible gxception is a dirham of Muhammadi-
yah, dated 208, which has the name Jarir on it, the rest_of the inscrip-
tion having been effaced. This person may have been Jarir ibn Yazid al-
Bajali, governor of the Yemen about 196 (Ya qub1 11, p. 528), and a gov-
ernor of Tabaristan at some point (Hamadhanw, p. 304).

158126 1092-93/8, 614; 1A V1, 399; Futih 1, pp. 488-489; CL. Huart,
"Kumm,"EI 111, p. 1117.
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160125 1094/8,

161
(Slane) II, p. 49:

1621ab 110278,

Tab 1065/8,

Tab 1102/8,

171
595; 1067-1072/8, 598-601.
615.

622 (214); Ya®qubi II, 565 (214); Ibn Khallikan
calling him governor of Dinawar (213).

622; Yacqab? 11, p. 565, says he was appointed to

Khurasan by Ma'mun without mentioning the options.

163

164

Tab 1102/8,

See Chapter V for “Abd Allah's governorship of Khurasan.

622; IA VI, 415. Ya“qubi II, p. 565, states only

that he ﬁgs appointed governor of Azerbaijan and leader of the war
against Babak. His nisbah, al-Marwazi, indicates that he is of the Ahl
hurasan and specifically from the vicinity of Marw. Cf. F. Omar,
Abbasiyyat (Baghdad, 1976), p. 44.

165100 1105/8, 626; 1107/8, 627; IA VI, 420-421; Ya®qub 1I, p. S70.

166126 110878,

628 -

167see Chapter VI, Table 1.



CHAPTER V
THE PROVINCE OF KHURASAN

Khurasan, which means "Land of the East," or '"of the rising sun"
in Persian, was the name retained by the Arabs after they conquered this
area from the Sassanids in the 7th century A.D. Under the Arabs the
term Khurasan came to denote both a broad stretch of territory and one
of the provinces of which it was composed. In the broad sense of the
name, Khurasan referred to all of the Muslim lands Lying between the
Great Khurasani Desert and the borders of India. The province of Khura-
san likewise shared the same east/west Limits, but was curtailed on the
north by the Oxus River and on the south by Sijistgn or S?stgn.1 It was
the usual practice of the early Abbasid caliphs to appoint a governor
to administer the entire territory of Greater Khurgsgn, and not infre-
quently some individuals were given control of the entire East; i.e.,
that portion of the Empire east of Iraqg. The governor-generai, if we
may use that term, of Greater Khur§sgn, in turn, usually appointed his
own governors of Ma Wara' al-Nahr (Transoxiana) and Sijistgn, while he
concerned himself with the administration of Khurasan Province. In the
following reconstruction of the chronology of the governors, the focus
is primarily on the affairs of the chief governor within the province
itself and references to events in or appointments to Sijistsn and Trans-
oxiana are made only insofar as they affect Khurasan itself.

The province of Khurasan was divided into four regions: one for

each of the four large cities within its borders. These were from west
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to east: Naysgbar, Marw, Harat and Balkh. Of the four, NaysSbar pro-
bably had the largest population, although it was not the greatest in
area. The city remained an important provincial center all through the
early Abbasid period, but gained special recognition when ®Abd Allzh
ibn Ighir, the last governor of the East under Ma'mun, made Naysabur his
capital.2 Before this time Marw wzs the most frequent capital of the
province and was remembered by the CAbbasids as the city from which Abu
Muslim had cpenly launched the revolution which drove the Umayyads from
power.3 Hargt, lying east of Naysgbar and south of Marw, was a great
trading center under the CAbbgsids, noted for its textiles.4 Within the
political orbit of HarSt, and located southwest of that city, was Bushanj,
which was important from the lLate Umayyad period as the hereditary pre-
fecture of the family from which IEhir ibn al-ﬁusayn was descended.S The
eastern part of Khurasan was dominated by the great city of Balkh. 1In
the 3rd/9th century Balkh was the largest city, in total area, of the
province, with 13 gates and three concentric wal.l.s.6 This city was well
situated on a fertile plain and enjoyed the advantage of a commercial
crossroad between the Muslim Lands to the west and India and China.7 The
districts of each of these principal cities were administered by Canils
directly appointed by the provincial governor. For the latter part of
the period being dealt with here, the names of some of these Camils have
been preserved on their coinage.

From the beginning of ®Abbasid rule until the second decade of
Harun al-Rashid's reign (180s/turn of 2th century), the coinage output
of the provincial mints of Khurasan was extremely meager and intermit-

tent. It is difficult to discover the reason for the lack of a regularly
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produced coinage in Khurasan for the first 50 years of CAbbasid rule.
But after that time, and into the reign of Ma'mﬁn, coinage was produced
in each of the four major cities on a more or less regular basis. One
wonders what source of money for circulation could have met the demand
within Khurgsgn, as very Little was produced in the mints of the adjacent
areas: Sijistan, Kirman, Bukhara and Samargand. In the opinion of this
writer, only the very large yearly production of dirhams at Rayy, as
evidenced from the abundance of specimens from that mint that have sur-
vived to the present day, could have satisfied the need for circulating
cash, not only for Jibal but for Khurasan as well.

It may be fairly stated that Khurasan was an Abbasid province be-
fore there was an CAbbasid caliph. From the time Abu Muslim openly pro-
claimed the revolt against the Umayyads near Marw on 25 Ramaggn 129
(June 9, ?4?),8 the area under his control gradually grew, although not

without several setbacks and much bitter fighting.

1. Abu Muslim “Abd al-Rahman ibn Muslim (mawla) (132-137/749-755).
The revolution having been secured for the Abbasid family, Abu Muslim
remained in Khurasan as governor of much of the East.9 In 133/750-751,

a serious °Alid revolt, led by Sharik ibn Shaykh al-Mahri, broke cut in
Bukhara. Abu Muslim sent Zind ibn §5[ib al-Khquci, who suppressed the
revolt with great severity, killing Sharik and his folilowers, then went
on to Samargand and executed the remaining rebeLs.10 It became appar-
ent that Ziysd had been acting on behalf of Saffgb to undermine Abu
Muslim's authority in the East, and was a reason for the deepening rift

between the caliph and his governor.11 Abu Muslim left Khurasan in 136/

754 to accompany Abu Ja®far (later Caliph Mansur) on the hajj.12 Upon
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their return to Iragq, Manfar succeeded Saffgb, but his uncle, “Abd AlLah
ibn cAl.1’, revolted in Syria to contest the position of the new caliph.
Manfar sent Abu Muslim against his rival who, upon his defeat, fled to
his brother SulaymSn in Bafrah.13 Then Manfar, determined to dispose of
the powerful Abu Muslim—once his caliphal dignity was secure—had him

14 His death

murdered in Mada'in on 24 Sha®ban 137 (February 12, 755).
prompted a series of uprisings throughout the East, which occurred at
frequent intervals for many years and were a major concern of the gov-

ernors appointed to that province.15

2. Abu Da'ud Khalid ibn Ibrahim al=Dhuhl3 (RabiCah) (137-140/755-
758). He was appointed governor in place of Abu Muslim before the lat-

16 Nothing noteworthy occurred during his governorship

ter's death.
until 140, when an unexplained uprising by members of his military forces
broke out near his residence at Bab Kushmahan in Marw. Abu Da'ud fell
from the wall of his garden during the disturbance, breaking his back
and died shortly thereafter. His fa@ib aZ-shur?ah, °1§§m, managed

governmental affairs until the next Camil arrived.1?

3. “Abd al-Jabbar ibn Abd al-Rahman al-Azd7 (Khurasani-Yaman) (140-
141,/758-759). Upon his arrival in Marw, ®Abd al-Jabbar moved against
those who had instigated the riot that brought about Abu Da'ud's death.
He had several Shifite sympathizers, including Mugh?rah jbn Sulayman and
Mujsshic ibn ?urayth, the Samil of BukhSrE, executed and he imprisoned
many others.18 cAbd al-Jabbar then confiscated what remained of Abu
Da'ud's property and began to use extortionist methods to extract more

19

from his officers. When Mansur heard of his governor's actions, he

dismissed him and sent Mahdi to govern the province from Rayy. Khazim
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ibn Khuzaymah was placed in charge of Mahdi's military forces and sent
against ®Abd al-Jabbgr, who was putting up resistance against his dis-
missal. Mahdi then moved on to Naysgbar as Khazim marched to intercept
the rebellious ex-governor. Before Khazim could meet CAbd al-Jabbar in
battle, however, the people of Marw al-Rudh seized the latter and turned
him over to Mahdi. He was taken to Manfar, who had him put to death,

20

probably in early 142/759-760. CAbd al-Jabbar's son, €Abd aL-RahmEn,

escaped to India and later went to the Yemen, where he died in 170/786-

787.°"

4(a). Muhanmad al-Mahdi ibn Abu Ja“far “Abd AlLlah al-Mansur (“Abbas®
(141-151/759~768) . Man§ar made his son governor of Jibal and Khurasan
in 141 and Rayy as his capital seat. Mahdi himself appointed al-Sari or
Usayd ibn “Abd ALLZh to manage his affairs in Khurasan.2? In 1462/759-
760, Mahdi sent Khazim ibn Khuzaymah and RGU ibn ﬁgtim to subdue Tabar-
istan.>> From 144 to 146/761 to 763, according to Ya®qubi, Mahdi was in
Iraq visiting with the caliph.24 In the latter year Mangar sent him
back to Khurasan with an army and subordinates to maintain order there,
but soon after his return to the East, when he was officially named
Manfﬁr's heir (147/764), a local dissident named Ustadh Sis began to
stir up rebellion in B'a-dhgh-i's.25 This revolt began in earnest in 150/
767 and quickly encompassed Bgdhgh?s, Harat and Sijistgn. Manfar sent
Khazim with a large force to prevent tne rest of Khurasan from being
swept up in the rebellion. Mahd?, who was in Naysabur at this time,
seems to have been reluctant to ailow Khazim full authority to deal with
the danger. Eventually Mahdi realized that Khazim would have to be

allowed to deal with the revolt as his military experience dictated and
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the general was given complete charge of the operation. Aided by large
Khurasani contingents, headed by the Local Arab chiefs and several Iran-
ian notables, Khazim finally defeated the rebel in 151/786. He sent
news of Ustadh Sis' defeat to Mahdi, who relayed it to Manfar.26 Mahdi

returned to Iraq from Khurasan in Shawwal 151 (November 768).27

4(b). Usayd ibn ®Abd Allah ibn Malik al-Khuza®3 (Khurasani-Yaman)
(141-L1511/759-C7681).  When Mahdi arrived in Rayy in 141, after having
been given the governorship of Jibal and the East by Manfar, he sent
Usayd as his c&mil over Khurasan and gave him an army with which to
fight the dissident governor, Abd aL-Jabbgr.28 No other mention of his
activities is given in the sources, except that, when he died in Dhu al-

Hijjah 151 (December 768=January 769), he was amir Khur&s&n.29

5. @umayd ibn Qabsabah ibn Shabib ibn Khalid ibn Madan al-Ta'j
al-fas? (Khurasani=Yaman) (151-159/768-776). ?umayd was sent to attack
Kabul in 151, just prior to being named governor of KhurSSSn.zo It is
reported that, in 153/770, three supporters of the disinherited “Isa ibn
Musa were brought from Khurasan in chains for forming an alliance with
the anathematized ‘Abbasid prince. They were cAbbgd, the mawla of Man-
§ar, Harthamah ibn Acyan, and Yusuf ibn cUlugn.31 ﬂumayd is not men-
tioned again until 158/774~775, when he is still governor of Khurgsgn.32
He died in 159/775-776 while still in office and only a short while after

the beginning of the revolt led by Hashim ibn Hakim aL-Muqannac.33

6. Abu SAwn °Abd al-Malik ibn Yazid al-Azdi al-Khurasani (Khurasani-
Yaman) (159-160/776=777). This veteran general of the revolution against

the Umayyads held a number of posts prior to serving in Khurgsgn.34 of
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his brief tenure there, nothing more is revealed in the sources than he
was appointed to the post in 159 and was dismissed from there and Siji-

stan in 160.5°

7. Mu®adh ibn Muslim (ancestry unknown) (160-163/777-780). Mahd3

36 The dangerous and long-

appointed Muadh to replace Abu Awn in 160.
lasting revolt of Hashim ibn Hakim aL-Muqannac (the Veiled One), which
had been smoldering during the previous year or more, became widespread

37 aL-MuqannaC came from a village near Marw and went out

in 161/778.
preaching a doctrine that included profession of the transmigration of
souls (tanasukh aZ-arw&@) and divine incarnation. ﬂumayd ibn Qahtabah
had tried to stop him before he died (see above), but al-Muqannac went
off to Transoxiana. Mahdi sent Mucgdh, accompanied by chbah ibn Muslim
(perhaps chbah ibn Salm), Jibril ibn Yabyg, and Layth, mawla al-Mahdi.
At this point al-Muqannac started to gather food for the forts of the
citadel at Kish, anticipating a siege by the caliphal forces.38 No pro-
gress was made against the rebel and his followers until 163, when sa¢id
al-@arash? was sent to invest their stronghold at Kish. al-Muqannac was
eventually killed (or committed suicide), but his influence remained in
that area for many years.39 Mahdi must not have been pleased with
Muadh's jnability to cope with the insurrection, as he was dismissed

that same year.40

8. al-Musayyab ibn Zuhayr ibn “Umar ibn Muslim aL-?abb? (Mu?ar)(163-
166/780~783). He was the brother of CAmr ibn Zuhayr al-?abb?, governor
of Kufah 155-158/772—??5,41 and was himself appointed to replace Mu®adh
in 163.42 His harsh measures in raising and collecting the taxes led to

a general disatisfaction with Musayyab, which bordered on open rebellion



180

and he was relieved of his position in 166.43

9. Abu al-“Abbas al-FagL ibn Sulayman al-IGs? (Khurasani) (166-171/
783-787). Fagl was appointed in 166 to the governorship of béth Khura-
san and Sijistsn. FaqL himself placed Tamim ibn Sa®id ibn DacLij over
the latter province.44 Fagl was considered a good administrator and is
remembered by the historians as having done much for the welfare of his
province.45 One of his Camils of HarSt, at-ﬂajjsj, is known from a fals
of 168, but his identity is a matter of conjecture.46 In 171 Fa?l re-
turned to Baghdad from Khurasan and was placed in charge of the khatam
(i.e., the department which affixed the caliphal seal to official docu-
ments)47 by Harun al-Rashid. Ja®far ibn Mubammad, his predecessor in

. . . - =4
that office, was sent to assume the duties of governor in Khurasan. 8

10. Ja®far ibn Muhammad ibn al-Ash®ath ibn chbah al-Khuza®3 (Khur-

asani-Yaman) (171-173/787-789)., The son of a governor of Jibal under

49

Mansar, Ja®far was Harun al-Rashid's first cfficial in charge of the

khatam when he was sent to Khurasan in 171 after exchanging positions
with Fadl dibn Sulaymsn.50 Upon his arrival in the province, he sent his

51 He returned to Harun's

son “Abbas on an expedition agasint Kabul.
court in 173 after the caliph appointed his son as his successor in

- o]
Khurasan.s“

11. al-SAbbas ibn Jatfar ibn Muhammad ibn al-Ash‘ath al-Khuza®i

(Khurasani-Yaman) (173-175/789-791). Harun al-Rashid appointed CAbbas

governor of Khurasan in place of his father in 1?3.53 0f events in the

province during his brief tenure, the Arab historians say nothing. He

was dismissed from office in 1?5.54
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12. al-Ghitrif ibn CAta' al=Kind7 (Yaman)(175-176/791-792). Ghi-

55 The caliph ap-

56

Er?f was the brother of Harun's mother, Khayzurgn.
pointed his uncle to the governorship of Khurasan in 175. In this
same year a Kharajite revolt, led by an ﬂugayn or ﬂugayn, a mawla of the
Qays 1ibn Thaclabah, broke out in Khurasan. The govenor of Sijistgn,
CUthman ibn cUmErah,57 took an army to deal with the rebellion, but
?u§ayn's forces defeated him. The Kharajites then moved into eastern
Khurgs;n, taking control of Badhghis, Bushanj and Harat. Harun wrote

to Ghifr?f answering his request for aid, saying that he sent Da'ud ibn
Yazid al-Muhallabi with 20,000 men. ?ugayn was only able to muster 600
followers, most of whom were slain when the two armies met in battle.
@u§ayn apparently escaped, but was tracked down and killed in 177/793-

58

7%94. Ghitrif's performance in office seems to have been less than

59

desirable and Harun removed him in 176. His sahib al-kharaj in the

province was Sulayman ibn Rashid al-Thaqaf?.60

13. Hamzah ibn Malik ibn al-Haytham al-Khuza®i (Yaman)(176-177/792-

793). Of Hamzah's governorship in KhurSSgn, the sources say only that

62

he was appointed in 1?661 and dismissed in 177. He held several other

posts before his short tenure in Khurasan. Hamzah was a sahib al-shurtah

under Mansar63 and later held the same office under Mahd?, replacing his

64 He was Mahdi's first governor of Sijist;n

66

brother Nasr when he died.

65 as in charge of the khatim for Harun al-Rashid,

67

in 159-160/776~777,
and died in 181/797-798.

14. AbU al-CAbbas al-Fadl ibn Yahya ibn Khalid al-Barmaki (Iranian)
(177-179/793-795). Fadl was already governor of Jibal, Tabaristan, Dun-

b§wand, Qamis, Armenia and Azerbaijan when Harun appointed him to the
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post in Khurasan and SijistSn in 177 to replace ?amzah ibn Mslik.68 By
all reports, Fa?t was one of the more conscientious governors of the
province. He built mosques and fortresses and conducted a policy of
conciliation with dissident groups, particularly the ®Alids within his
territories.69 He also launched a series of raids into the lands border-
ing Khurasan, attacking KhErSkharah, king of Ushrusanah, and sending
Ibrahim ibn Jibril, his §&@ib al-shurtah wa-al-haras against Kabul,
which he conquered, taking many prisoners and capturing much boo‘cy.?0
Faql was responsible for raising a large standing army of Khurasanis
that became known as the cAbbEs%yah. They were reported to have numbered
500,000 men, of which 20,000 were sent to Baghdad, the rest being sta-

tioned in Khurgsgn.71 In 179 Fadl departed from Khurasan and went back

to Iraq, leaving CAmr ibn Shurahbil as acting governor'.?2

15. Mansur ibn Yazid ibn Mansur al-Himyari al-CAbbasi (179-180/795-

796). Harun appointed Mansar, a nephew of his father Mahd?, to the post

3 In that same year a revolt broke out 1in KhurSsEn,

74

in Khurasan in 1?9.7

led by a Hamzah ibn Atrak al-Sijistani. Nothing is heard of this

revolt again until 185/801, when cfsg, the son of the governor in that

year, was forced to deal with Hamzah.?5 Mansur was dismissed in 180,
but the sources do not agree on his successor'.?6

16. Abu al-Fadl Jafar ibn Yahyg jbn Khalid al-Barmaki (Iranian)
(180/796). When Jafar was appointed gcvernor of both Khurasan and

SijistSn, he, in turn, placed Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Qahtabah over

both provinces. After a tenure of only 20 days, Jabfar was replaced by

cfss ibn Ja®far al-CAbbasi and made commander of the caliphal guard.?7
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17. Isa ibn Ja®far ibn Abu Ja“far at-Manfar al-“Abbasi (180/796).
This grandson of Caliph Manfar, who was twice governor of Bafrah for
ngﬁn,78 was appointed to repltace Ja®far al-Barmaki after the latter's
very short tenure.79 Although there is no mention of his dismissal, it
undoubtedly occurred in 180, since €atT ibn °Isa was in office before

the end of that year.

18. °ALT ibn Isa ibn Mahan al-Khurasani (Khurasani Arab)(180-191/
796-807). The sources do not state when CALT ibn °Isa was appointed to
govern Khurasan. He was already dealing with a revolt of the Mu?ammarah
in Jurjgn, on the northwest border of his province in 180, however. 0
CAl7's entire term in Khurasan was marked by his extremely extortionist
policy towards the Iranian nobles and oppression of the general popula-
tion. Despite complaints of his harsh rule that reached the caliph,
CAl7 was able to maintain Harun's confidence by showering his master with
some of the riches he managed to squeeze from the people.81 After sev-
eral years in office, °ALT visited HEan, bringing a great treasure to
him (in 183/799) and the two men agreed that the governor's son Ya@yg
would succeed him in Khurasan, thus establishing what was in principle
an hereditary governorate in the province. €al7 was then sent back to
Khurasan with the understanding that he was governing the province on
behalf of Ma'man, who had been made the honorary governor the previous
year.82 CatT had no sooner returned to Khurasan than he was confronted
with a revolt at Nasa, led by Abu al-Khusayb Wuhayb ibn Abd Allah al-
Nasg'?, a mawla of the @ar?sh.83 The reasons for this revolt are not

made known, yet most of the uprisings while CALT was governor are at-

8
tributed to his repressive policies. 4 In any case, this first revolt
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of Abu al=Khusayb was short-lived, as he asked for and was granted a

85

pardon by CALT in 184/800, when he came to the governor in Marw. In

185/201, Abu aL-Khu§ayb rebelled again in Nasa and this time managed to
take control of Ab?ward, Ias and Naysgbﬁr. He then marched off to Marw,
was beseiged there and defeated, so he retreated to the area of Sarakhs,
where he fortified his position.s6 CAlT marched out of Marw in 186/202
to put an end to Abu al-Khugayb's revolt, the rebel having returned to
Nasa by this time. In what must have been a brief encounter, Abu al-
Khu§ayb was killed and €ai7 returned to the provincial capital.S? A
much more serious Kharajite rebellion confronted cAl?, beginning in 185/
201, when ﬂamzah ibn Atrak al-Sijistani's revolt broke out anew in
BEdhghTs.88 ?amzah's disruption of tax collection and general adminis-
tration throughout the East continued for many years beyond CALi's dis-
missal from Khur3san, until he was finalty killed in 213/828.%°
Meanwhile, Harun al-Rashid began to contemplate dismissing Al
due to the mounting crescendo of complaints against his governor, but
had to be assured of the continued loyalty of Khurasan to the dynasty.
First, the caliph moved in 186/202 to establish firmly the line of suc-
cession after him, with Amin and then Ma‘mun as first and second heirs.
He set up official documents in the Ka®bah at Mecca and divided the gov-
ernance of the Empire among his three sons. Then Ma'mun was made gov-
ernor of all the territory from Hamadan to the eastern extent of the
Empire, and in the same year he set out for the East carrying a copy of
the oath to the succession, as well as @ large amount of jewels and
money.90 Yet, even with the prince in his midst, ®Al7 continued his

policy of oppression in Khurgsgn, aware all the while of the caliph's
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growing suspicions.91 In mid-189 (May-June 805), Harun set out for
Khurasan to confront AL with the many accusations he had received
about the governor. €Al came to meet him at Rayy, bearing money and
gifts, and reaffirmed his loyalty and support of Amin as heir-apparent.
This restored Harun's confidence in CALT for the time being and he was
sent back to KhurgsE\'n.92

CAli's inability to crush the revolt of Rafi® ibn Layth finally
gave Harun the opportunity he needed to replace his hated but power ful
governor. Rafi®'s family had been in Khurasan for many generations.

His grandfather, Nafr ibn Sayygr, had been an Umayyad governor of Khur=-
asan and his father had supported Governor Mu®adh ibn Muslim against the
insurrection of al-Muqannac (see above). Rafi® himself raised the stand-
ard of revolt in Samargand in 190/806 after having been punished by ALy
ibn °Isa for allegedly committing adultery. Rafi® succeeded in winning
over a large segment of the Transoxianan populace, who were ready to go
to any lengths to rid themselves of the insufferable governor. Before
the end of the year, RafiC defeated CAL7 in one battle as the governor
mobilized his forces.93 In 191/807, Harun finally dismissed °At5 and
appointed Harthamah ibn Acyan, disregarding the earlier agreement that
CAl3's son should succeed him. The caliph then confiscated all of Cali's
hoarded wealth, which was reported to have amounted to 80 miltion dir-

94 ®AlT resisted Harthamah's appointment at first, but was even-

hams !
tually taken into custody and conveyed to Baghdad where he was impri=
soned in his house.95

With €aL7 ibn “Isa's governorship a largely uninterrupted series of

provincial coinage began and evidence of his direct control of the mint
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jssues is found on numerous extant specimens from Balk, Marw and Nay-
sSbGr.96 Two of CAli's local prefects are also known from numismatic
evidence. Isma’il ibn al-Manfar is named amir of Bushanj on a fals,
dated 190.97 A certain ND? (ibn Mubammad) was CAli's prefect in Nay-
sabur in 191, according to fulus of that date and mint, but his iden-

tity has not been confirmed by the written sources.

19. Harthamah ibn ASyan al-Balkhi al-Khurasani (191-[1941/807-[8101).
Harthamah's appointment to the covernorship of his native Khurasan could
not have occurred any earlier than about bhu al-0a®dah 191 (September
807) since, in that year, he led a force of 30,000 Khurasanis against
the Byzantines in the annual raid.99 He arrived in Marw late in the
year, only to find °ALT ibn “Isa waiting with his forces. Harthamah
finaliy was able to arrest cAl.'17 and send him back to Irag. The war
against Rafi® ibn Layth continued unabated through 192 and 193/808 and
809, until Harthamah conquered Bukhara and took Rafi®'s brother Bushayr
capt'ive.100 R'a-fic gathered the remainder of his forces in Samargand and
was soon besieged by Harthamah from Late 193 (September-0October 809) into
194/810. Realizing the hopelessness of his situation, Rafi® requested
safe conduct to go see Ma'mun in Khurasan and was soon granted a full
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amnesty by the Abbasid prince. No date for Harthamah's dismissal is

recorded, but by 195/811 he was with Tahir ibn al-kusayn in Jibal in-

volved in the growing hostilities between Amin and Ma'man.102

There is some numismatic evidence for Harthamah's tenure as gover-

nor, as well as for several of his prefects.103

Nasr ibn sad's name is
found on dirhams of Balkh, Abrashahr (Naysabur) and Harat, dated 192 and

193. He has not been identified, yet his name on the coinage of more
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than one city in the same years would preclude his being a local prefect.
Perhaps he was the provincial coinage supervisor or tax collector.
pamawayh, whose name is found on dirhams of Balkh, Naysgbﬁr and Hargt,
minted in 193, can be none other than the former mawla of Mahdi and
Harun's servant who was the faﬁib al-barid of Khurasan from 191-193/807-

104

809. The “Uthman inscribed on Naysgbar dirhams of 193 and 194 may

be “Uthman ibn Tsa ibn Nuhayk, appointed by Amin over his haras in

105

Rabi® I 194 (December 809-January 810). Some dirhams of Balkh,

dated 193, have the name al-?akim who, according to Miles, is al-ﬁakim
ibn Sinan, governor of Sijistsn for Harthamah for 192-193.106 On a
fals of Marw for 194 are found an amir Mu?ammad ibn Abban (?) and his
prefect, Isma‘il ibn (Mu?ammad ?). No identification has been made of

either of these two names. Ismatil is perhaps the same person whose

name is inscribed on the fals of BGshanj mentioned above.

20. al-®Abbas ibn Ja®far al-Khuza®3 (Khurasani-Yaman); second
appointment (194-1952?/810-811?). He is only mentioned by several sources
as governor of Khurasan after Harthamah ibn Acyan for Ma'man.107 No
numismatic evidence exists for his governorship, although several pre-
fects mentioned on the coinage may have served under h'im.108 Jibril is
named on some dirhams of Naysabur, dated 194, and Isma’il on dirhams of
the same mint from 195 and 196. Neither person can be'identified for

. -cT . s . .
certain, however; Isma il may be the same individual earlier mentioned

on fulue of Bushanj and Marw (see above).

21. ALT ibn al~-Hasan ibn Qahtabah al-Ta'i (Yaman) (195-196?/811-

8122). CALT is Listed only as governor of Khurasan zfter “Abbas ibn

Jacfar, nothing more being known in connection with this appointment.109



187

22. al-Fadl ibn Sahl ibn Cabd ALLah [Zadhanfarukhl Dhu al-Ri'asatayn
(Iranian) (196-202/812-818. After the initial phase of the civil war
between Amin and Ma'mun culminated in the defeat and demise of Amin's
general, °Al7 ibn ®Isa ibn MZhsn, in 195/811, Ma'mun gave his close ad-
visor FagL far-reaching powers. In Rajab 196 (March-April 812), Fagl
was placed in charge of both civil and military affairs in the entire
East (aZ-Mushriq).110 The honorific title, Dhu al-Ri'asatayn, which
reflected this dual command and which began to appear on the coinage in
that same year, was bestowed on Fagt at this time.111 His brother,
Hasan ibn Sahl, was placed in charge of the diwan al-kharaj of this vast
territory when Fagl received his appointment from Ma'mﬁn, but in 198/814
was given charge of the regions conquered by Tghir ibn al-tiusayn.112 In
201/816, Ma'mun nominated the eighth Imam of the Twelver Shicites, °ali
ibn MGSE, as his heir-apparent with the name al-Rigs. Violent opposi-
tion to the caliph's plan broke out in Ba§rah (see Chapter II) and later
in Baghdad, where Ibrahim ibn al-Mahdi was elected caliph in open hostil=-
ity to Ma'mfm.113 Fa?l may not have had much to do with Ma'mun's deci-
sion to name Al aL-Ri?g as heir, but was connected with implanting the
idea in the caliph's mind. Upon hearing of the growing problems in Irag,
Ma'mun decided to leave Marw and return to Baghdad. On the long journey
Fagl was murdered by members of the caliphal guard at Sarakhs on 2
shaban 202 (February 13, 818).114 ‘ald aL-Ri?E did not survive the
journey either, having died at Tas early in 203 (Fall of 818).115

Several of Fa?L's prefects of Naysgbar are known to us from the
numismatic sources.116 An CAbd Allah was in office in 197 and 198/813

and 814, who may have been abd Allah ibn Sa®id aL-Harash?.117 Dirhams
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of 200 have the name Yahy5 and this person may have been either Yahyg

ibn Khzqgn aL-KhurEsEn?118 or Yahys ibn Asad ibn Ssmgn.119 Musa ibn
Khagan, possibly the brother of Yahys, is found on a fals of 201, but

no one of this name is mentioned in any of the sources I have checked.120

23. Ghassan ibn Cabbad ibn Abu al~Faraj Abu Ibrahim ibn Ghassan
(Iraqi Arab)(202-205/818-821). The origins of this man are obscure, the
only authority who can enlighten us concerning his background being Bala-
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dhur?, who states that he was a native of the Sawad of Kufah. Ghas-

san was the ?a?ib al-@aras of Khurasan in 200/814-815, when he was sent
to Iraq during the insurrection of Abu SarSyg. He was Samil of Ngsif
for a short time in 202/817-818, but was back in Khurasan by the end of
the year.122 When Ma'mun decided to Leave Marw and return to Iraq, he
first appointed Raja' ibn Abu al-?a?bsk, a relative of ?asan ibn Sahl,
to govern Khurasan. Raja' did not seem able to handle affairs so, after
a short while in office, Ma'mun dismissed him and appointed GhassEn,

who he felt was better suited to the position.123 Through the intrigues
of the caliph's secretary, A?mad ibn Abu Khzlid, Tghir ibn al-?usayn was
able to undermine Ma'mun's confidence in Ghassan and offer himself as a
suitable replacement. Ghassan was dismissed in late 205 (Summer 821) to

124 Ghassan's name is found on some of the coinage

make way for Tshir.
of Balkh and Naysgbar, dated 202 and 204, and that of Naysabur also

contains the name of his prefect there, one Sahl, whose identity cannot
be determined.125 At the insistence of Ma'man, Ghassan also appointed

Ilyss ibn Asad Samani governor of Harat during his governcrship.126

24. Abu al-Tayyib Tahir ibn al=Husayn ibn Mus®ab al-Bushanji al-
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Khuza®7 (Iranian)(205-207/821-822). Tahir was given control of all the
territory between Baghdad and the farthest extent of caliphal power in
the East in 205.127 He Left Baghdad on 29 Phu al-Qa’dah (May 6, 821) to
assume his new duties, but was delayed in reaching Marw for two months
at Naysgbar where he was forced to put down the revolt of € Abd al-Ra?mEn
aL-NaysgbGr?.128 He arrived in Marw early in 206 (Fall 821) and took
over the government of Khurasan from GhassEn.129 Upon his son €Abd
ALlah's appointment as governor of the lands between Baghdad and Egypt
in the same year, Tghir'composed a long Letter to him of advice on just
and able government, in anticipation of his eventual succession to rule

130

the East. Tahir died suddenly in 207, shortly after he conspicuously
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omitted the caliph's name from the Friday khutbah. Since the remem-

brance of the caliph in the weekly khu?bah, which was normally a politi-
cally oriented sermon, was an outward sign of allegiance to the régime,
such an omission was tantamount to declaring an independent territorial
claim on the part of Tghir. His early demise is evidence of Ma'mun's
unwillingness to allow his subordinate's action to go unchecked. Evi-
dence of his short tenure in Khurasan is provided by numismatic material,
which also is informative on several of his Lieutenants.132 Tshir's
mawla, Mubammad ibn ?umayd aL-T;s? (called al-IEhir?), was over Naysabur,
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according to dirhams minted there in 206. The prefect of Harat in

206 was al-Shakir ibn Ibrahim, a nime not found in the Arab sources.

25. Talhah ibn Tahir ibn al-Husayn (Iranian)(207-213/822-828). It

seems that Talhah's brother, €Abd Allah, was to have succeeded théir

father in the East, but in 207 he was involved in the Jazirah fighting

134

against the rebel, Nasr ibn Shabath. Whether he was at first acting
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135 How-

only as “Abd Allah's lieutenant, as Iabari-states, is not clear.
ever, the fact that he remained governor of the East until his death
would seem to indicate that he was the ruler in that territory in his
own right. Tal?ah made Naysgbar the capital of his domains, rather than
stay at the older seat of government at Marw, and this fact seems to be
reflected in the coinage produced during his governorship.136 However,
Naysgbﬁr became the permanent capital of the Ishirids only under ©Abd
ALlah. Other than Naysabur, dirhams of Harat, dated 207, carry Talbah's
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name and that of Abd Allah. Talhah died at Balkh in 213 and was

succeeded by his brother cAl?.138

26. °ALT ibn Tahir ibn al-Husayn (Iranian)(213-214/828-829). When
Talhah died, he left CALl7 as his successor until ®Abd Allah could come
from Dinawar where he was raising troops for the war against ngak.139

No other mention is made of €Al5 in connection with his short period in

office.

27. Abl al-°Abbas ®Abd Allah ibn Tahir ibn al-Husayn (Iranian)
(214-230/829-844). After the death of Ialbah, Ma'mun gave CAbd Allah
the choice of pursuing the war against Babak or going to Khurasan to
govern what had become hereditary domains of his family. Cabd Allah
decided on Khurasan and headed for Naysabur, which now became the perma-

140 cppq aLLEA proved to be a proficient and able

nent Tghirid capital.
ruler, whose stable government and dedication to improving agricultural
production through efficient irrigation methods stood in sharp contrast
to the majority of caliphal administrators. By the end of his governor=
ship, the tax revenues of his domains amounted to 48 milldion dirhams!141

He died at his palace in Naysgbar on 11 Rabi® I 230 (November 26, 844),
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the dynasty founded by his father being firmly establ.ished.142

* k k k k Kk k k k k %

If one were to rank the many provinces of the Abbasid Empire in
order of their importance, Khurasan would necessarily be placed second
only to Irag. This province had provided the manpower and zeal which
was absolutely essential in the movement to overthrow the Umayyad dyn=
asts. The Arabs who lived in Khurasan, although several generations
removed from their conquering forebears, remained divided along tribal
Lines until the CAbbasid dacwah, under the leadership of Abu Muslim,

143

brought many of the rivals together. Among the individuals who served

as governors of Khurasan during the early Abbasid period, the Yaman had

144

the lLargest representation. Six of the nine from this group, which

held office for a total of 27 years, can be definitely identified as

145 In contrast, only two North Arabs (one each from

Khurasani Arabs.
Mugar and Rab?cah), one of whom was only in charge of the kharaj, were
appointed to Khurgssn, their total time in office being only six years.
Mawall were not appointed to the province with the frequency that pre-
vailed in the other provinces. Only one governor of this category is
known to have been in office for five years, although four mawal?l held
prefectures in several of the districts. Abbasid interest in maintain-
ing the family's support in Khurasan is evident from the appointment of
two future calips, Mahdi and Ma'man, to govern the East on behalf of
their fathers. Among other groups who are represented as governors of

this province were three Khurgs§n7s, who may have been either Arabs or

Iranians (19 years), two Barmakids (2 years), one Iranian (6 years), one
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Iraqi Arab (3 years), and one of indeterminate origin (3 years). The
last 12 years of the period were filled with Ishirid rule in alt of the
East, including Khurasan. The Tahirids themselves were Persians, but
enjoyed emphasizing their connection to the tribe of Khuzscah, a subdi-
vision of Yaman, which stemmed from the time of Tghir ibn aL-@usayn's
great-grandfather, who was a mawla of that family.146

The primary importance of Khurasan to the CAbbasids was its mili=-
tary potential. The central régime utilized KhurESSn?s, both Arab and
Iranian, as the major armed support group of its power. The many re-
volts and insurrections which occurred in Khurasan and its adjacent
territories, as well as the need for both defensive and offensive opera-
tions on the eastern frontiers of the Empire, required a large military
establishment in the province under the command of the governor. This
standing army did not remain idle for long at any one time, for when
there were no rebellions to be crushed, expeditions were sent intc the
non-Muslim areas beyond the frontier, notably against Kabul. It would
follow that the governor of this province would ideally be a person with
some military background. Indeed, many of the early governors of ® Abba-
sid Khurasan were soldiers, having gained experience in the revolution
against the Umayyads, or later as officers in action against rebels in
various parts of the Empire and on the yearly Byzantine campaigns. How-
ever, Khurasan was important for reasons other than its military posi-
tion. Economically, Khurasan was a vital part of the foundations upon
which rested the “Abbasid state. The large area encompassed within this
province comprised a varied terrain which produced an assortment of

agricultural, mineral and manufactured products. The tax revenues gen=
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erated from Khurasan amounted to more than any other province of the

Empire, with the exception of Iraq.147
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124Iab 1043/8, 579; IA VI, 361; Yacqab? 11, p. 554: gives the
changeover in governorship as taking place at the beginning of 206. Cf.
Barthold, Turkestan, p. 208.

125See Append1x B, Sahl might have been Sahl ibn Sanbat, who died
during the reign of_Mu tagim (Dinawari, Akhbar al- ttwal, p. 405), or_
possibly Sahl ibn Harun, a Persian uh9 was in high"office under Ma' mun .
Cf. J.H. Kramers, "Sahl b. Harun," ET" IV, pp. 62-63.

126Barthold, op. cit., p. 209. This Ilyas was one of the ancestors
of the Samanids.
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2710 1039/8, 577. Cf. W. Barthold, "Tahir b. al-Husain," EI' 1v,
pp. 610-611. * °

128Tab 1043-44/8, 579-580.

129Ya qubi 1I, p. 554, says he replaced Ghassan in early_206; Ibn
Khall1kan (Slane) I, p. 652, states that he arrived in Khurasan (Marw ?)
in Rabi~ II 206 (September 821).

30rab 1046-62/8, 582-591. Cf. C.E. Bosworth, "An Early Arabic
Mirror for Princes," JNES 19 (1970), pp. 25-41. See Chapter VI.

131120 1065/8, 59, gives Jumada I_(September-October 822); Ibn
Khallikan (Slane) I, p. 652, has 24 Jumada II 207 (November 14, 822).

132See Appendix B for the following examples.

133That he was in control of a_larger territory extending to Rayy
is evident from co1nage of Muhammad1yah issued in the same year. See
Chapter IV concerning this and his later activities, especially in the
war against Babak.

134120 1065/8, 595; Khalifah, p. 472.

1350hid. Also IA VI, 383; and Ibn Khallikan (Slane) I, p. 654.

Barthold, ”TZhirids,' EJZ iV, p. 674. See Appendix B.

136

137Th1s Abd Allah may not be a prefect at all, but Talhah s bro-
ther, in which case the possibility that Talhah was acting on behalf of
his brother becomes mnre likely. If ®Abd ALlah was merely a prefect, he
may be the person of the same name found on dirhams of Naysabur, dated
197 and 198. See Appendix B.

138120 1099/8, 620; IA VI, 409; FHA I, 371; Ibn Khallikan (Slane)
I, p. 654. Rabwno, op._ cit., chart after p. 274, has Rajab 213 (Septem-
ber-October 828). Ya qubi 1I, p. 565, alludes to a date early in 214.

139IA VI, 414; Zambaur, Manuel, p. 48; Rabino, loc. cit.

14°Tab 1102/8, 622; Ya qub3 II, p. 565.

141E. Marin, "CAbd Allah b. Tah1r," EIZ I, pp. 52-53. Hamadhgn?,
p. 328, gives the total revenues of Khurasan and dependencies under him
as 440,847,000 dirhams, plus payments in kind.

142Ibn KhaLL'kEn_(Slane) 11, p. 53, gives this date, but says he_
died at Marw. Ya qubi II, p. 586, says that he died in 230 at Naysabur
at age 47.

1“Cf. F. Omar, ©Abbasid Caliphate, op. cit., pp. 89-94.
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144For a statistical breakdown of governors' origins, see Chapter
Vi, Table 1.

14SOne of the most important Yaman tribes in Khurasan was the Azd,
some of whose members held offices not only in Khurasan, but in other
posts around the Empire as well, Cf. Herbert Mason, "The Role of the
Azdite Muhallabid Family in Marw's Anti-Umayyad Power Struggle," Arabica
14 (1967), pp. 206-207.

146C E. Bosworth, "The Tah1r1ds and Arabic Culture," Journal of
Semitic Studies 14 (1969), pp. 47-48.

1"'7See Appendix A.



CHAPTER VI
PART II: THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNOR

Having enumerated the governors and some other officials of the
four provinces dealt with in this study in the previous chapters, our
attention is now drawn to the role of the governor in the provincial
administrative process. Since the ethnic and social background of each
official was an important determining factor in the limits placed upon
his power and authority, family origins must necessarily be scrutinized.
However, a preliminary consideration of this subject is the means by
which individuals can be identified as governors in the extant histori=
cal evidence.

References to provincial governors of the early Abbasid period,
found both in textual and numismatic sources, reveal the titles by which
these officials were addressed in the administrative hierarchy. In eval-
vating the following technical terminology, it must be understood that
the meanings employed here are strictly confined to the usage of the
early cAbbssid period. It serves no purpose to refer to a particular
title in its 4th or 5th/10th or 11th-century connotation in attempting
to understand its use in the 2nd or 3rd/8th or 9th century if a shift in
the technical meaning has occurred.1 However, the usage and meaning of
the words for governor remain rather consistent for the period of this
study.

The most frequently encountered term for governor in references to

the four provinces surveyed is Camil (pl. Swmmal) from the Arabic root
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camaZ, "to work" or "to do." Less frequently the word amir (pl. umara')
is found as a synonym for ‘amil. Very rarely wal?l (pl. wulat) is used
to denote a governor, but the second-form verb from whose root it is
derived, walla, is the most frequently used word to show a person's
appointment to office. Because C@mil is used so often as the title of
provincial governors, as well as members of the administrative heirarchy
on lower levels, there is the possibility of confusion unless one iden~
tifies its use in context. Simply stated, the precise meaning of G&mil,
as related in a source, is arrived at by determining the geographical
entity to which the official has been assigned, whether it is a province
or a smaller administrative unit. There are numerous examples in both
the textual and numismatic sources.

When Tabar? states (under the year 132/749-750): wa-kana al-amil
Cala aZ-Bafrah f2 hadhihi al-sanah Sufyan ibn MCawiyah ai-Muhallabl,
he means precisely that Sufyan was the governor of Bafrah for that year;
As Tabar? enumerates the governors of various provinces at the end of
each year's notice after 132, he usually drops the word camil, but re-
tains the preposition ®alz to denote an individual's control over a par-
ticular area. Scattered throughout Tabar?'s text are notices of gover-
nors mentioned casually in the course of the narrative: (under the year
169/785-786)—kataba al-Mahdi ila Jafar ibn Sulayman va-hwa Samil al-
Madinah ...3 [Mahdi wrote to Ja®far ibn Sulaymgn and he was the governor
of Medina.] The main point here was that the caliph wrote to Jacfar; his
position as governor of Medina was given only to show where he was lo-
cated at the time. Khalifah ibn KhanyE uses the plural when enumerating

the governors of all the provinces at the end of each caliph's reign with
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the phrase tasmiyat ummal AbT al-Cabbas (4b7 Ja®far, etc.); i.e., nam-
ing the governors of Abi al—cAbbzs, etc. These examples all refer to
governors of provinces, but occasionally a reference in a texf may be to
the prefect of a city or the governor's deputy in a particular section
of the province. Such is the case where a certain Iayfar, the mawla of
Hadd, was named as prefect over IfbahSn in 169/785-786: wa-(al-amil)
ala I?bah&n ?uyfﬂr mawla al-Hadi.> Here the word ‘@il is understood
to come before caZ&, since it is in the capacity of prefect of the city
and district of Ifbahgn that Iayfar is mentioned in the text.

In cases where the provincial governor's title is found on the coin-
age, amir is of more frequent usage than is @mil. The reason for this
is not clear, but does demonstrate the interchangeability of the two
terms. The name of the governor of a province is often given on fulus
after the prefactory phrase, mimma amr bihi al-amir... ["from that which

6 The names of_ governors appear

has been ordered by the governor ...'"].
on dirhams normally without a title reference. One rare exception is a
dirham of Arran, dated 209/824-825, with an added inscription on the
reverse margin: barakah min Allah 1il-amir Sadaqah ibn 417 mawia Amir
al-Mu'minin Li.e., "blessing from God for the governor §adaqah ibn cAl?,
mawla of the Commander of the Faithful (the caLiph)"].7 Although the
title amir may have been used at an earlier time specifically to desig-
nate members of the CAbbasid family and the Arab nobility,8 the last-
mentioned numismatic example clearly demonstrates that, by the reign of
Mu'man, a mawla could enjoy the title in recognition of his governmental

appointment. The word amil is employed on a number of fulus minted in

Rayy 143-144/760-762, in a context which can have no other meaning than
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that of deputy for Prince Mu?ammad al-Mahd;, who was governor of the
East at the time.9 The phrase employed on these fulus is: mimma amr
bihi (name) Samil al-amir Mu?ammad ibn Amir al-Mu'minin.

It is clear from the many references in the historical sources that
the technical terms for provincial officials during the early ®Abbasid
period had not become standardized. Individuals named as Samil of a
province in the written record are often titled amir on the coinage. A
reason for this may be that, since both the governor of the province and
the local city prefect are frequently mentioned together on the fulus,
the governor was thereon entitled amir to differentiate between him and
the city prefect, who was normally untitled on the coinage. The basic
lack of uniformity of gubernatorial titulature belies the diverse back-
grounds of the individuals appointed to provincial posts.

The first seven “Abbasid caliphs drew their provincial governors
from a variety of ethnic and social backgrounds. Of primary importance
were their own relatives—sons, uncles, brothers and cousins—who could
normally be depended upon to place the interests of the family before
personal aspirations. Notable exceptions were: CAbd AlLlah ibn cAL?,
who contested Manfﬁr's succession to the caliphate; and ®Isa ibn Masg,
whose claims to the succession caused him to lose his governorship of
Kufah and brought about his ostracism from the family.10 Nevertheless,
many cAbbSSids were appointed to governmental posts in Bafrah and Kafah,
Iraq being the dynasty's heartland and most important province politi-
cally and economically. This practice served two purposes:

1) the caliph could easily monitor the activities of potential fam-
ily rivals if they were posted near the capital; and

2) some degree of control could be exercised over Basrah and Kﬁfah,
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which had historically been hotbeds of revolution and sedition.

The other provinces—Armenia, Jibal and Khurasan—did not receive ®Abba-
sid princes as governors on the same scale as did Irag. The %ew ®Abba-
sids who were posted to those provinces were, in the main, next in Lline
to the succession, and their time spent in the provinces can be viewed

as a period of training and practical experience in handling administra-

1 Ihe CAbbasid caliphs could not fill all

tive and military affairs.
their administrative ranks with members of their own families, however,
as other supporting factions of the régime required placating with ap-
pointments to office.

Leading members of many of the Arab tribes, both in Iraq and Khur=
ESSn, had taken part in the overthrow of the Umayyads and their replace-
ment by the cAbbssids. After the consolidation of the revolution, many
of the Arab chieftains, who were well-versed in military or administra-
tive matters, were utilized as provincial governors, as well as func-
tionaries in the central bureaucracy. The very nature of frontier pro-
vinces such as Armenia and Khurasan required a governor with military
experience. The seemingly interminable insurrections and internal trou-
bles in each of the provinces emphasized the need for military adminis-
trators. The caliphs found in the Arab military commanders the experi-
ence necessary to fill these posts. Most of these men were third- or
fourth-generation tribesmen whose forefathers had settled in former Sas-
sanid territories comprising Muslim lraq, the Jazirah and Khurasan after
the initial Arab conquests. Tribal loyalties remained strong and, in

general, the various groups remained attached to one or another of the

great genealogical subdivisions. The South or Yaman Arabs were gener-
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ally anti-Umayyad and some were early supporters of the *Abbasids. Hence,
they were looked upon with favor by the new régime. The North Arabs,
represented by the two main branches of Mu?ar and Rab;cah, haa been pro-
Umayyad and were viewed with suspicion by the early Abbasids. As the
cAbb;sids gradually replaced the tribal aristocracy with a centralized
bureaucracy, however, the political divisions of the tribes decreased,
particularly in Khurssgn, and many Mugar and Rabi‘ah tribal leaders were
appointed to govern in the provinces.12

As the bureaucracy throughout the central and eastern parts of the
Empire became more developed and the scope of its activities widened to
include all aspects of both the central and provincial administration,
the ®Abbasid form of government gradually approached the dimensions of

13 . . . .
Some Persian institutions, such as

its pre-Islamic, Sassanid model.
the diwan al-khatam (the office for affixing the caliphal seal to docu-
ments), were adopted and retained by the Arabs from the immediate post-
cohquest period onwards.14 However, the office of chief minister had
become defunct after the conquest and was only resurrected under the
cAbbgsids.15 Not surprisingly, the revival of Persian institutions, or
their expanded use where they had been retained by the Arabs after the
conquest, was accompanied by increasing numbers of Iranians finding
places in the bureaucracy.16 At first, these appointments were confined
to the lesser post, as prefects of provincial towns and offices in the
provincial capital. Gradually Iranians came to be appointed to provin=-
cial governorships and, by the end of Ma'mun's reign (218/833), fewer

Arabs are found to have been given those posts. A glance at the lists

of governors of each of the four provinces studied reveals that the de-



211
crease in Arab appointments is true not only for Armenia, Jibal and
Khurgssn, but for the CAbbasid heartland of Irag as well.

From the appointment of the first ®Abbasid governor of Afmenia,
Mubammad ibn §BL, by Saffab in 132/749-750, mawall, most of whom were
Iranians, grew in importance as members of the new régime's central and
provincial governmental ”ierarchy.1? Believing that his personal cli-
ents would have no other loyalty than to himself, Mangﬁr placed his most
able mawal?l in governmental offices and strongly advised his son Mahd3i
to maintain their position in his court and government as a source of
personal support.18 Unlike the powerful members of the €Abbasid family,
who could possibly count on the support of some of the Arab tribes, or
Arab tribal leaders themselves, the mawal?l had no group to which they
could turn for help in undermining the caliphal authority. Their only
claim to power was in exercising the offices granted them by the caliph]9
Throughout the period covered in this study, mawalil are found as gover-
nors of all four provinces, as well as in lesser positions as district
and city prefects and other offices of the provincial administration.
This is reflected in the provincial coinage, particularly the local
copper issues, in which the term mawla Amir al-Mu'minin (client of the
caliph) employed thereon seems to have been a mark of particular dis-
tinction.

The last major category of individuals who rose to high office
under the early CAbbasids were free Iranians. Of these, three main fam-
jlies are the most important: the Barmakids, Hasan and Fagl ibn Sahl,
and the Ighirids.zo Unlike any of the other groups from which provin=

cial governors were drawn, with the exception of Mahdi and Ma'mun as
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heirs—apparent, several Iranian family members were appointed to govern
simultaneously a number of provinces which were cotlectively referred to
as the East (aZ-Mhshriq).21 The Barmakids rose to power under Manfar
and remained the most influential members of the central administration
until their fall at the hands of Harun al-Rashid in 187/803.22 ﬂasan
and Fa?t ibn Sahl entered the administrative ranks under the Barmakids
early in the reign of Harun al-Rashid. After the Barmakids' fall from
power, they rose rapidly in the service of Ma'mun, particularly as his

23

advisors during the civil war with Amin. Tahir ibn al-Husayn belonged

to a Khurasanian family that had long controlled the prefecture of

24 He became distinguished for his role as leader of Ma'mun's

Bushanj.
forces against Amin and later was appointed by Ma'mun as governor of all
the East.25 Tghir was noted not only for his military prowess, but also
for his sound administrative skills; and the semi-autonomous dynasty
that he founded was based on his own governmental principles, at least

26 As significant as these

through the reign of his son, SAbd ALl3h.
appointments to govern the East were, Iranians were not found in provin-
cial posts before the reign of Harun aL-Rash?d, having come into promi-
nence only after the decline in the power of the Arab tribal aristoc-
racy.

The following table statistically summarizes the foregcirg para-

graphs:
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Table 1
Origins of Provincial Governors of Early Abbasid Period
Ir aq - -
|_Basrah | Kufah | Armenia | Jibal | Khurasan | Total
Origins No. Yrs | No. Yrs | No. Yrs | Na Yrs | No. Yrs | Na Yrs
Abbasid 18 34 12 47 7 12 1 10 21N 41 114
Yaman _ _ 8 15 2 9 4 10 5 10 3 2 22 26
Khurasani-

Yaman -— - - - -— - —_— - 6 25 6 25
Mudar 6 14 2 5 16 38 3 4 1 3 28 64
Rabi “ah e 4 14 1 1 1 3 6 18
Najd _— - - 2 2 —— - -— - 2 2
Iraqi Arab -— -- - - - - - - 1 3 1 3
Khurasani -— = -— - 2 4 3 4 3 19 8 27
mawall 2 12 1 9 9 5 13 1 5 18 40
Iranian 1 4 2 7 1 2 6 25 7 19 17 57
Turk -— - - - 1 «1 — - -— - 1 <«
Unknown 4 6 | 2 3 |5 7 |5 6 a1 3 17 25

Totals:™ | 39 85 |21 72 |51 99 |29 73 |27 93

* The total number of years of gubernatorial rule should equal 86 Muslim
years. However, due to inexact data where tenures covered fractions of
years or Lacunae exist that do not permit a precise determination of the
true length of an individual's term in office, the gross totals given are
more or less than the correct 86 Muslim years (132-218 A.H.).

The extant historical record does not report the method or criteria
by which a provincial governor was chosen. We may assume, however, that
the caliph, or an official acting on his authority wazir or territorial
governor), maintained certain requirements for each governorship. For
example, a prospective governor of Kufah may have been favorably consid-
ered if he had some understanding of the tax and agricultural system of
the Sawad. An individual's record of military service most likely was
the main basis for choosing a governor for Armenia. The desire to re-
ward a loyal mawla for past services may have been a factor in filling
the post at Rayy for governing northern Jibal. If the caliph ever took

advice from his inner circle on the matter of appointing and dismissing
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governors, very little of the record remains from which to draw any firm
conclusions. Several incidents do show that, in making his decision, the
caliph sometimes had to consider the influence of the more powerful mem-
bers of his court.

When Harun al-Rashid first Learned about the excesses of °AlT ibn
®Isa ibn Mahan in Khursssn, he was advised by Yazid ibn Mazyad al-Shay-
banj to rid himself of the hated governor. Yazid attempted to warn Harun
that “Al7 had resolved to become the caliph's successor through intrigue
and machination, but the caliph refused to dismiss his deputy.27 In
another example of how those close to the caliph attempted to shape his
decisions, there is the story of when KhaysurSn, Harun al-Rashid's moth-
er, requested that Hadi appoint her brother, Ghifr?f ibn cAtg', as gov-

ernor of the Yemen in 1?0/786.28

When Tghir ibn al-?usayn wished to
return to Khurasan as governor over that province, he worked to under-
mine Ma'mun's confidence in the then-present c&mil, Ghassan ibn cAbbgd,
while at the same time promoting his own candidacy.29 Undoubtedly, the
caliph was continuously subject to the advice, opinions and entreaties
of his court which served to influence his decisions concerning govern=
mental appointments.

Initially the question of who had the authority to appoint provin~
cial governors was raised soon after the CAbbasids came to power. In
132/750, Abu Muslim sent Mubammad ibn al-Ask®ath to Fars with orders to
take the amils of Abu Salamah in that province into custody and to exe-
cute them. This Mubammad ibn al=Ash®ath did. At the same time, Saffab

sent his uncle, ®Isa ibn cAL'i', to govern the province. Muhammad refused

to relinquish control, saying that his appointment came from Abu Muslim.



215
Isa eventually convinced Mubammad to lLeave by means of diplomacy but,
because he had refused to use force against Mubammad, ®Isa incurred the
wrath of the caliph.30 For this he was replaced immediately and was
never to hold a post again, yet the principle of the caliph's right to
appoint or confirm governors in office was upheld. Throughout this per-
jod the majority of governors were appointed by the caliph but, in some
instances, a territorial governor had the authority to name his own
deput‘ies.31 This was certainly true of the heirs-apparent when they
were governors of the East, as well as for several of the Iranians who
reached high office under Ma'mﬁn, as the following examples illustrate:
puring the civil war between Amin and Ma'mﬁn, Tghir ibn al-?usayn,
upon reaching Ahugz, transferred the Camils from that province and Baf—
rah to Yamgmah, Babrayn and SUman without referring to Ma'man.32 Tahir
was not acting in the capacity of a governor, but as Ma'mun's commander-
in-chief, yet was permitted to move deputies around at will. After
Ma'mun had triumphed over his brother and had become caliph, he appointed
ﬁasan ibn Sahl in 198/813-814 to govern all the provinces conquered by
Tshir, inctuding Fars, Ahsz, Jibal, the Hijaz, the Yemen, Kufah and
Bafrah (i.e., Iraq).33 ﬂasan did not arrive in Baghdad until 199/814~
815, but then proceeded to appoint his own governors to each of the pro-
vinces and districts under his control.34 There is one instance when
the son of a caliph was appointed territorial governor, yet did not
exercise any control over the administration or his deputies. Tabar?
reports that, in 169/785, Mahdi made Harun al-~Rashid governor of the West
—from Anbar to Ifr?q?yah-—but ordered Ya?yg 2* Khalid al=-Barmaki to

administer the area. To the latter was deferred the appointment of
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Comils and diwans.>>

In another instance, ®Abd al-Malik ibn §5Li?, an SAbbasid prince
and military commander who led the summer campaign several times for
Harun al-Rash?d, requested of Ja®far ibn Ya?ys al-Barmaki a governor-
ship for his son, ®Abd aL-Ra?mSn, for the express purpose of "ennob-
ling his rank.” Jatfar appointed him governor of Egypt and the caliph
later ratified his minister's action.36 It is apparent from this pas-
sage that the appointment to a provincial governorship brought a certain
prestige to the office~holder, so much in fact that even some members of
the “Abbasid family sought such administrative postings. It follows
that, generally whoever had the authority to appoint a governor, also
had the right to dismiss that person from office.

Just as it is impossible to know every circumstance of a govern-
mental appointment made by the cAbbgsids, it is equally difficult to
arrive at conclusive reasons for the removal of an official from his
post. The evidence points to several criteria by which the decision to
dismiss a governor was arrived at:

- succession of a new caliph,

- signs of the governor's inability to fulfill the duties of his

office, or

-~ a loss »f trust on the part of the caliph.

Following late Umayyad administrative tradition, each cAbbgsid caliph,
upon his accession usually dismissed his predecessor's governors and
appointed his own men.3? Occasionally a particultarly competent and
trusted official was retained in his province, but did not often remain
long into the new reign. When it appeared that a governor was incapable

of handling the duties of his office, the caliph, of necessity, moved

quickly to replace him. Thus, Sulaymgn ibn Yazid al=SAmir7 was dis-
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missed on short notice after Harun al-Rashid learned that the governor
could not retain control of Armenia and that his orders were never car-
ried out.38 The provincial governor, who fell under the calibh's sus-
picions by committing certain indiscretions, would more often than not
be ousted from office without delay. In 155/772, Mansur dismissed his
cousin, Muhammad ibn Sulaymgn, from the governorship of Kufah because,
among other transgressions, it was reported that Muhammad had unjustly
imprisoned certain of his enemies.39 Although most cases of dismissal
were a negative reaction on the part cf the caliph to a situation which
displeased him, in some instances the change was made to promote an
individual to a more prestigious provincial post, or to a major office
within the central bureaucracy as a reward for the competent performance
of his duties.*C

The duties of the provincial governor of the early €Abbasid period
were many and covered various aspects of the administrative, judicial,
economic, financial and military organization of the province. Perhaps
the best overview of the responsibilities facing a governor during the
early Abbasid period is that presented by W. Barthold:

The task of the provincial governors, especially that of the

Governor of Khurasan, to which Transoxanria was, as before,

subordinate, was also determined by these principles (of

Sasanid statecraft). As under the Sasanids, the son of the

head of the state was on two occasions appointed chief of

the province, which is explained by the importance of the

governorship of Khurasan, where the struggle with both internal
and external enemies presented peculiar difficulties. The

problem before the governors lay in the strengthening of the

political structure according to the spirit of the Sasanid
traditions, in the union of all partisans of order and tran-
quility, in the pacification of the restless elements, and

in making war on rebellious vassals and their allies of the

Steppes. The complete subjugation of the country to Muslim
rule, and the establishment of entire immunity from danges
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both internal and external, was attained only when, instead

of constantly changing governors at the head of the province,

hereditary rulers were appointed from among the native aris-

tocrats, well acquainted with local conditions and enjoying

the confidence of the population. It follows as a matter of

course that these governors acted more in their own interests

than in those of the caliphs, and that their dependence on 41

the latter rapidly became purely nominal.

In his capacity as military lLeader, the governor had control of the army
units in his province and the paramilitary forces located in the provin-
cial capital, and perhaps in other major cities of his territory. These
latter included the shur?ah42 (or police), the ?aras (or guard). and the
a@dEth43 (or urban mititia), if one was organized in his capital. Al-
though he was generally responsible for the administration of justice inhis
province, the governor usually relinquished the actual judgment of cases
to the q&??, who was appointed directly by the caliph, rather than by
the governcr himself, as was the practice under the Umayyads.44 In some
instances, control of the shur?ah, a@d&th and §alat (i.e., the leader-
ship of the Friday prayers), was delegated by the caliph to several per-
sons, with no overall governor being named.45 This arrangement was par-=
ticularly common in Bafrah and Kufah during Mansur's caliphate.

Unless a separate §5@ib al-kharaj Cor prefect of taxes) was ap-
pointed by the caliph along with a governor, the latter had full powers
over the tax system of his province.46 From the provincial revenues the
governor paid the troops and administrative officials; provided for the
building of canals, roads, mosques and defensive works; and sent the
balance to the imperial capital. The governor also controlled the
striking of silver and copper coins at the provincial mint(s) over which
47

he appointed a supervisor of coinage (or mint master).

Among the governor's administrative duties were the maintenance of

[
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communications with the central government through the bar2d48 (or post
system), and the continued order and security of the populace. 1In addi-
tion, he received the baycah (or oath of allegiance) from the'people,
particularly the city notables, on behalf of a new caliph or a newly
designated heir-apparent.49

Provincial governors generally enjoyed a great amount of personal
power, especially those posted far from the caliphal court. They were
allotted a salary and administrative expenses from the provincial rev-
enues,50 but some exploited their position to such an extent that they
were able to amass great amounts of wealth. When the governor of Bafrah,
Mubammad jbn Sulayman, died in 173/789, his accumulated wealth—which
Harun al-Rashid had had carted away—amounted to 60 million dirhams!51
€AL7 ibn ®Isa ibn Mahan, whose long, harsh rule over Khurasan was marked
by wholesale extortion and repression of the populace, left 80 million
dirhams to be confiscated by Harun when he was finally dismissed in 191/
807152 Some governors were able to operate efficiently on the amounts
allotted to them for administrative purposes. Fa?l ibn Ya?ys al-Barmaki
was able to control a large part of the East on an allowance of 500,000
dirhams per year and was remembered in those parts for his just and able
rule.53 When Fagl ibn Sahl was appointed governor of all the East, his
annual administrative allotment was three million dirhams, not a large
sum considering the potential revenues under his control..54 There are
no revenue totals extant specifically for Fa?t's tenure, but the total
amount for all the eastern provinces at that time must have fallen some-

where between the known budgets dating from about 184/800 and from the

period of 204-237/819-852. These were, respectively, 200,000,000 and
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153,191,070 dirhans.>>

The image that emerges of the provincial governor of the early
€Abbasid period is a composite of many types of men. The Camil came
from all the Muslim ethnic and social strata which constituted the im-
perial population of the time. Some were professional soldiers, others
career bureaucrats; a few were able administrators, well-liked by the
people under their rule; still others were incompetent, exploitative
individuals, bent on their own self-aggrandizement. A few of the govern-—
ors, particularly several of the CAbbasid princes and Arab military com-
manders, enjoyed relatively long tenures. However, the majority of
appointees remained at their posts for only short periods, ranging from
about one to three years. Even members of the Abbasid family were
given only short appointments. This is particularly true for the many

56 1his

CAbbasids mssigned to Bafrah and Kufah under Harun al-Rashid.
rapid turnover seems to have been a basic policy of the caliphs, de-
signed to prevent a governor from building up a personal following with-
in his province, which could constitute a threat to the central govern-
ment. This policy was largely abandoned by Ma'mun who, in designating
certain individuals to govern large territories in the East—namely
Tghir ibn al-vusayn and Fa?l ibn Sahl—opened the way for provincial
governors to establish their own semi-autonomous states throughout the
Empire.

In this chapter we have evaluated the place of the provincial gov-
ernor in the administration of the Empire. The following chapters ac

dress problems of the substructure of provincial administration below

the Llevel of the governor:



- the tax system and its functionaries,

~ the members of the governor's own bureaucracy:
shurtah, barid, harb, etc., and

~ the provincial coinade system.

the ashab al-

2
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CHAPTER VII

OFFICIALS AND OFFICES: PROVINCIAL TAXATION
AND ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENTS

In the previous chapter we attempted to answer some questions con-
cerning the office of provincial governor during the early Abbasid per-
jod. The governor was the focal point, the keystone, of provincial ad-
ministration and it is apparent that the caliphs recognized the impor=
tance of selecting qualified individuals for those posts. A few modern
scholars have made some mention of the provincial governmental hierarchy
in their studies, but the superficial treatment they have accorded the
subject underscores the need for a more detailed analysis here.1

0f equal importance to the office of governor, in maintaining an
effective administrative network in the various divisions of the Empire,
was the entire substructure of departments and officials below the level
of governor, upon which the power and authority of the ruling dynasty
ultimately rested. This vast civil service work force, the majority of
whose very identities have been lost to posterity, attended to innum-
erable, mundane details of administration that must have generated
mountains of paper (or papyri) work. In this respect, it could not have
differed much from the bureaucracies of the modern world, except in
scale. Since the efficient collection of revenues depended on sound
fiscal management at all governmental echelons, the agencies upon whom
this task devolved undoubtedly contributed a large share of the caliphal

archives. It is most Llikely due indirectly to those early tax records
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that our knowledge of the tax system in the caliphate is relatively
well-documented. The several Arab authorities, to whom we shall turn
presently, were able to compile their treatises in part from the con-

tents of the government tax bureau records.2

Tax Systems and Collectors

In order to understand the systems of provincial taxation under the
early cAbbgsids, it is necessary to explore the historical developments
of this institution as they occurred during the post-Arab conguest and
Umayyad periods. A large body of primary textual evidence, which de-
tails the genesis of tax assessment and collection in early Islam, has
received a fairly modern and lucid treatment at the hands of Dennett and
Lékkegaard.3 Some of their interpretations will be met within the course
of this chapter. Let us first turn to several early Arab works devoted
to Islamic taxation.

Numerous books, almost invariably entitled Kitab al-kharaj [Book of
Taxes], were compiled during the first several centuries of Islam.4 of
these, three have survived relatively intact and are particularly ger-
mane to this present study. Irdeed, the authors of the first two ex-
jsting works flourished during the early Abbasid period. Abu Yusuf
Ya®qub ibn Ibrahim aL-Anfgr? (d. 182/798), whose Kitab al-kharaj is the
oldest of this genre to have survived to the present day, wrote his book
during the early part of Harur al-Rashid's reign (ca. 170/786-?87).5
Yabyg ibn Adam al-Qurashi (d. 203/818) came next in time and, although
a contemporary of Abu Yasuf, the basic structure of his book is quite
different. Whereas, Abu Yusuf was concerned primarily with the legal

aspects of taxation (figh), Yahy; devoted himself to a study of the his-
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torical traditions (?adzth) related to the development of the Islamic
tax system.6 Thus, Abu Yusuf provided the idealist's view of how the
tax system should have functioned, while Yabyg produced a realist's
record of the way in which the system operated in his day. To these two
authors may be added the work of Abu al-Faraj Qudamah ibn Jalfar (d. 320/
932). Although Qudamah wrote in a period which saw the beginning of the
decline in Abbasid power, many of the administrative rules of conduct
laid down in the earlier era remained in force in his day. The extant
portion of his book pertaining to taxation (Part VII) is a useful sum-
mary of earlier works on the subject.? Almost all of what is known
about taxation in the first two centuries of Islam is derived from the
above three authorities.8

A very important point originating from the Arab sources is that
the arrangements by which taxes were first assessed and collected by
the Muslims were not uniform throughout the territories which had come
under the control of the Islamic state. This was due to the several
ways in which the Arabs had come into possession of the land, and we are
discussing here only those regions from Iraq eastward. Although it is
not the purpose of this chapter to discuss the myriad historical events
which gained for the Arabs all the lands formerly ruled by the Sassanids,
let it suffice to state that the Arabs gained control of these terri-
tories in one of three ways: by treaty, by force of arms, or by simply
taking over land abandoned by the owners. The method by which the Arabs
came to possess large tracts of land ultimately determined what kind and
how the taxes on the inhabitants would be imposed. 1In Irag, for example,

nothing remained of the Sassanid government and the Arabs had to organ-
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jze their own admim’stration.9 However, in KhurZSSn, many of the local
indigenous rulers survived the collapse of the old régime and made agree-
ments with the conquerors to pay a fixed sum in revenues.10 A better
understanding of the variety of fiscal arrangements in early Islam may
be gained by a close examination of the terms employed by the medieval
Arab authorities.

In the broader sense the word kharaj was used to denote any tax in
general, regardless of legal or juridical limitations, and also denoted
the bulk revenues collected in any given political entity, be it a dis-
trict, province or the entire Empire.11 In the narrower sense kharaj
denoted specifically a land tax, assessed on the products of the soil.
The jizyah was a poll tax, levied on non-Muslim subjects.12 However,
when large numbers of non-Muslims converted in Iraq to escape payment
of this tax under the Umayyad governor ﬁajjgj, the effect was a danger-
ous eroding of the tax base. ?ajjgj forced the convert peasants back
to their Land and enforced payment of the jizyah, even though those pay-
ing had become MusLims.13 Dennett has shown that kharaj and jizyah, as
used by early Arab writers, were synonymous terms which could be used
interchangeably.14 Another tax on land was cushr, which was assessed
only on Muslims; whereas, the kharaj was payable by all farmers.15 The
term ushr was used in the same context as gadaqah and zakat, and all
three words were used to denote a tax paid by Muslims to benefit the
poor and destitute; in other words, as alms. However, these distinctions
are made by Lékkegaard: cushr was assessed only on lLand, not animals or
buildings; whereas, zakat was levied on all property. Both were payable

by Muslims alone, but the rate of zakat was generally higher than that of
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cushr.16 since “ushr and kharaj were both land taxes, some differences
in the two must be made apparent.

The differences between ‘ushr and kharaj were primarily of three
categories:

- those for whom the tax was payable,

- the rate of assessment, and

- the lands to which each was applied.
While both were land taxes, non-Muslims paid only kharaj; whereas,
was paid by Muslims. CUshr was usually assessed at one-tenth of the
product of the land, while the kharaj amounted to one-fifth, one-half,
or even more of the total crop or its equivalent value.17 cUshr or
kharaj were applied to the land according to who was in possession of it
and how the possession was obtained. Land whose owner was an Arab Mus-

18 This occurred in

lim or a nnn-Arab convert was considered Cushr Land.
one of three ways:
1) land whose inhabitants coverted to Islam in order to retain pos-
session;
2) formerly non-productive (dead) Land reclaimed by the Muslims; and
3) land taken by force and divided among the conquerors.
Land which was taken over by the Muslims, but left in the possession of
the inhabitants through a treaty, was considered kharaj l.and.20 These
three differences between Cushr and kharaj remained intact throughout
the period of Umayyad rule and into the early years of the ®Abbasid
/7 .
regime.
Under the early CAbbasids a growing discontentment with the system
of tax collection was gradually making itself felt. From the time of
CUmar ibn al=-Khattab (13-23/634=644), the kharaj had been collected as a

fixed amount, in cash or in kind, of a peasant's farm production. This

harsh and unfair system, known as muqatacah if the amount assessed was
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not based on the produce or area of land, or misa@ah if the assessment
was made on the basis of a Land measurement, became counterproductive by
the early CAbbasid period. Many farmers fled their lands to escape the
oppression of an insufferable tax burden and, by Mansur's reign, agri-
cultural production was declim'ng.21 Towards the end of Man§ar's cali-
phate the Muslim inhabitants of the Sawad requested the caliph to change
over to the system known as muqasamah, by which the tax would be Llevied
as a percentage of the actual products of the land.22 Manfar died be-
fore this much-needed reform could be implemented, but under the able
guidanne of Mahdi's wazzr, Abu cUbayd Allah (d. 170/786), muqasamah re-
placed misa@ah as the system of levying the kharaj, first in the Sawad
and Later in other parts of the East.23 Under the muqasamah system, the
;mount of tax collected was up to one~half of the produce of the Land.24
Ma'mun inaugurated a reform, at least in the Sawgd, of requiring only
one-fifth of the produce in kind from the farmers.25 This may have
been a move to ease the burden of an area that had been ravaged by al-
most continual warfare from the hostilities between Amin and Ma'mun to
the insurrections of Abu Sargyg and the anti-caliph, Ibrahim ibn al-

26

Mahdi . Otherwise, Ma'mun's reform may have been a measure calculated
to lessen the effect of a decrease in the amount of land under cultiva-
tion caused by rising waters which had submerged parts of the Sawad and
the Kaskar district.27 The change in the system of taxation wrought by
Mahdi's reform helped bring about an evermore complex and centralized
tax administrative network in the central lands which only slowly per-

vaded the outlying provinces.

The several systems of tax assessment in use during the early Abba-
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sid period allowed for many local variations.28 The provinces for which
we have the most detailed documentation are Iraq and Khurasan. Prior to
Mahdi's reform the Land tax in Irag was called kharaj Sala m s&?at al-
arg; i.e., the kharaj assessed on surveyed plots of ground. After
Mahdi's reform the proportional payment Onuqasamah) system, especially
in Iraq where its use was widespread, suited the requirements of provi-
sioning Baghdad, which was rapidly growing into a large metr‘opolis.29
In Khurasan the right to all the land of the province originally came
into the hands of the Arabs through treaties made with the indigenous
princes or chiefs of each city or territory. The populace paid kharaj
which was a general tribute, not a land tax, and jizyah, but the rev-
enues were collected by the local authorities and submitted to the Arabs
in a lump sum.30 With increasing centralization under the cAbb'ésids,
some of these dissimilar aspects of revenue administration disappeared,
with the result being a more uniform buresucracy tailored along the same
lines in each province.

Before exploring the administrative mechanism of tax collection and
assessment, as it functioned in the four provinces concerned in this
study—Iraq, Armenia, Jibal and Khurasan—an outline of provincial sub-
division may aid in understanding the geographical complexities of rev-
enue management in the early €Abbasid period. Each province was divided
into kwwar (sing., kurah), the number varying from province to province.
Thus, the Sawad of Irag contained 12 kwwar, Jibal 3, and Khurasan 9.31
We have already noticed that. on several occasions, the kuwar Dijlah
(districts of the Tigris) and the kuwar of Ahwaz and Fars were placed

under the control of the governor of Basrah.32 It is clear from these
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and other examples that the provincial kwwar were, in addition to their
major function as administrative units, convenient blocs of territory
with which the caliph could enlarge or decrease the territorial size of
the entity placed under his ‘@mil's control.

The kurah, in turn, was divided into a number of ?as&sZJ (sing.,
fassﬂj), which varied in number according to the size of the kurah. The
word na?iyah was used frequently as a synonym for ?ass&j, and this unit
was further subdivided into rasatzq (sing., rastaq). Each rustaq was
organized around a town to which a number of dependent villages was
attached.33 The kurah itself normally contained a larger urban center
and the provincial capital was situated within its own district, includ-
ing a number of dependent towns and villages. The kuwar were also often
given the designation “mal (or administrative prefectures), particularly
when they were assignei to a governor under a special status (al-a®mal
aZ-muf'r*ad'ah).34 Local variations of these geographic divisions existed
in each province, although the methods of tax assessment and collection
were not altered.

The agent responsible for collection of the Land tax in the pro-
vince was the ga@ib al-kharaj, who headed the bureau known as the diwan
al-kharaj, a subordinate counterpart of the central bureau at the imper=-
ial capitat.ss During the early Abbasid period the central tax office
was sometimes given names designating the area(s) under its jurisdiction.
In Manfﬁr's reign we find the exgressions divan kharaj aZ-Bagrah wa-
nawE?ZhZ (tax office for Bafrah and its districts) and divan kharzj al~

Kufah wa-ardaha (tax office for Kufah and its Land);36 under Hadi, the

divan kharaj aZ-cIrEqayn (tax office for the two Irags: Basrah and



234
K;fah);37 and under Harun al-Rashid, the diwan al-kharaj bi-al-Sawad (tax

38 These specialized bureaux were concerned with

of fice for the Sawad).
keeping records of the incoming taxes from the provinces. The collected
revenues were turned over to the faﬁib bayt al-mal, who was responsible
for all funds deposited into and disbursed out of the provincial treas-
ury (bayt al-mal), which was subordinate to the central treasury in the
capital..39 The provincial ga?ib aZ-khaij maintained all the records
and documents necessary for the assessment and vollection of taxes with-
in his province. The most important of these records was the ganun al-
kharaj, containing the surveys upon which the kharaj was collected in
each district.40
The actual collection of taxes was accomplished in one of several
ways. One was through the system of tax farming (ghman), by which an
jndividual contracted to pay the government a specified sum in return
for the privilege of exacting taxes, including a profit for himself,
from the inhabitants of a particular d‘is'cr'ic'c.l'1 A second method was
qabalah, whereby a group of people undertook the joint responsibility
for paying the taxes of a district, with the understanding that they
would be able to regain their moneys by collecting from the inhabitants
of that district.42 A third method of collection was througﬁ the agency
of a jahbadh, usually a private individual, although he could be an
official of the administration, who operated as a banker or money-
changer and often carried out on-the-spot tax collecting. The essential
difference between the first and third methods was that, whereas the tax

farmer (damin) first paid a stipulated amount to the government and then

collected the tax due from the people of his district, the excess of
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which was his profit, the jahbadh transferred the sums he collected
directly to the provincial tax authorities, retaining the standard five-
sixths of one percent of the total as his fee.

The jahbadh became an important institution during the early € Abba~
sid period, as the economy assumed a monetary system based on both gold
and silver coins. The ever=changing weights and fineness of the coinage
and the relative exchange ratios required individuals knowledgeable of the
various types and values of circulating money.43 The jahbadh was close-
ly connected with the internal operations of the provincial divan al-
kharaj and, in some cases, may have even been the gaﬁib bayt aZ-mZZ.44
In the Qumm district of Jibal it was customary for the jahbadh to repre-
sent the taxpayers at the diwan aZ-kharaj and undertake to collect the
taxes due from them.45 In any case, because the taxes were normally
paid in dirhams but calculated by the diwan aZ-kharaj in dinars, the
complicated conversion operation demanded accuracy from both taxpayer
and government. This task fell to the jahbadh, who seems to have been
the only person to convert his knowledge of the fluctuating exchange
rates into a lucrative car'eer'."6 His place in the provincial taxation
apparatus was firmly established.

Regardless of the system of Levying the tax, the faﬁib al-kharaj, or
one of his assistants, would come to the taxpayer with an array of les-
ser officials, including the jahbadh, on an appointed day. Since the
assessment was based on a measurement of the land, the surveyor Onasi@)
made the necessary calculations—this was sometimes done on a previous

47

day—to determine the amount due. The total having been arrived at

and agreed upon by all parties, the jahbadh handled the monetary ex-
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change and issued a receipt to the taxpayer.48 After this operation had
been repeated throughout each district of the province, copies of the
accounts were forwarded to the central diwan and the moneys djvided
between the amount assigned to the provincial bayt al-mal and that con-
veyed to the central treasury.49 Although these operations pertained
mainly to the collection of the land tax, the collection of the Jiayah
in rural areas was also lLegally accorded to the same officiaLs.so Upon
reaching the central tax office, the accounts were systematically exam=
ined and audited by yet another government bureau.

The diwan al-zimam (comptroller's office) was first instituted by
Mahdi in 162/778-779, the function of which was to maintain fiscal con-
trol over all the other government bureaux.51 In 168/784-785, Mahd3
erected a diwan zimam al-azimmah to oversee all the davawin aZ-zimam.s2
There was a diwan al-zimam assigned to each of the other diwvans and it
was the responsibility of the zimam al-kharaj to audit the tax accounts
for discrepancies. This machinery permitted amendment of errors in tax
assessment and collection (usually in the government's favor), but for
the often overburdened peasants there was no recourse for dissatisfac-
tion, except flight from the land or rebellion.

The tendency for groups of people to resort to extreme measures
over taxes is well-documented for the early ®Abbasid period. In 155/
772, large numbers of non-Muslim peasants were forcibly returned to their
Llands in the Jazirah after having left to avoid payment of the jizyah.53
Fagl ibn Yabyg al-Barmaki appointed Abu aL-§abb§b as ga?ib al-kharaj
over Armenia in 177/793. When Abu al-?abbgb attempted to collect the

kharaj, the people of Barda®ah murdeced him, touching off a major revolt



237
in the province.54 Resentment over the preferential treatment accorded
to Rayy by Ma 'mun sparked a rebellion by the people of @umm in 210/825.
However, the common cause was hopeless in the face of the greatly super-
jor caliphal forces, who suppressed the revolt with the utmost severity.s5
Most government officials remained indifferent to the plight of the pea-
sants, as wringing all they coutd from their hapless victims often meant
Larger monetary rewards for themselves. Few governors or their subordi-
nates recognized the importance of the lowly farmer, as did ®Abd Allah
ibn Tghir, goevernor of the East 213-230/828-844, who admonished his
officials to treat their charges just.y56 Tax revolts, as one of the
mounting economic problems facing the Abbasid régime at the end of the
period pertaining to this study, contributed to the steady decline in
jmperial revenues, which was to reach a crisis stage in the Later 3rd/
9th century.57

The tax system in the first three decades of CAbbasid rule remained
basically unchanged from Umayyad practice. However, under the direction
of Caliph Mahd?, a more just method of tax assessment, muqasamah, came
into use in many parts of the central and eastern provinces. This sys-
tem had its widest application in Iraq, the province that had the high-
est tax yield in the Empire, and its introduction helped ease the burden
of the peasants. Mahdi was also responsible for further centralizing
the government, a policy begun by his father Manfar. To this end he
established the dawawin al-zimam in order to maintain firm control over
all the other central and provincial agencies, as well as a divan al-
azimmah to police the activities of the Lower bureaus of control. This

double system of accountability Mahdi jnaugurated is the most vivid man-
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ifestation of the ®Abbasid centralization process. However, not every
department of the provincial administration came under the direct super-
vision of the central government. Some agencies, especially those
charged with public order and defense, received appointments from and

operated under the command of the governor himself.

Quasi=-Military Offices

In addition to the army units stationed in a province under the
command of the governor, several other institutions, organized somewhat
along military lines, were part of the provincial administrative system.
These units were known as the shurfah, macﬂnah, ?aras and a@d&th. Each
had a specialized function, but two or more were sometimes combined for
certain operations and very often their assigned duties tended to over-~
lap. In a few instances when the responsibility for governing a pro-
vince was shared by several persons, one was usually the head of one of
these corps.

The unit mentioned most often in the Arab sources is the shur?ah
which, in times of peace, functioned as a potice force charged with main-
taining pubiic order and security.58 The chief of police was called the
§E@ib aZ-shurfah and he reported directly to the governor.59 Because of
his responsibility to preserve order, particularly in the provincial
capital, the gE@ib aZ-shur?ah had greater power than the qE@E (see below),
since he could act on suspicion to punish potential wrongdoers.60 In
wartime the shurfah comprised an elite corps in the army,61 and it seems
that a general could have a non-provincial shurfah directly under his
command.62 The shur?ah was paid for out of the extraordinary (?ilalz)

63

taxes of the province as was the macﬂnah. The Llatter was an ordinary
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police force employed to preserve law and order, but could be engaged in
warfare al.so.64 Indeed, the commander of the shurtah might sometimes be

placed in charge of the macﬂnah65

or the haras, the honor guard charged
with maintaining the security of the governor.66
Functioning alongside the shurtal and maCanah in Irag was another

67 The sources provide very Llittle in-

unit of men known as the a@d&th.
formation on the nature of the a?dzth, but apparently it comprised a
sort of urban militia which added to the military forces under the com-
mand of the governor.68 Lékkegaard himself is unsure of the meaning of
a?dzth, but surmises it was a type of infantry corps derived from a levy
of the Lower classes, probably from the rural district;, the cavalry
having been customarily reserved for the ruling cl.asses.69 The a@d&th,
like the shurfah and macﬁnah, seems to have had a dual role of responsi-
bility for public order in peacetime and military operations in time of
war.70 In other provinces the commander of the a?dzth had a counterpart
in the faﬁib al-@arb (i.e., officer in charge of warfare). This office
is found especially in border provinces such as Armenia, where frequent
conflicts demanded a permanent military commander in order to allow the
governor to attend to other matters.71 The governor could also call on
these various units to enforce the collection of taxes and the decisions
of the provincial judiciary. Because the governor needed the authority
to meet local requirements for maintaining the peace and security of his
constituents, the direction of his military and paramilitary forces was
best left in his care. Thus, the provincial shur?ah, maunah and a@d&th

were not subject to a policy of centralization but, of necessity, re-

mained outside the direct regulation by the caliph and the imperial gov-
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ernment,

The Qaéi

In each provincial capital a qE?Z.was appointed, generally by the
caliph or, in some instances, by the wazir -fgovernor) to administer
the religious law. Even after the office of qE@Z aZ-qu@Et was insti-
tuted by Harun al-Rashid, the caliph continued to appoint the qa?Zs to
provincial posts. The qaéz aZ-qu?Et only was able to present candidates

to the caliph for nomination.72

Although the qadz judged cases, it was
the shur?ah who was empowered to car~y out punishments and suppress
crime.73 Among his other duties, the qagz administered the city mosques
and pious religious endowments (wagfs), as well as supervised meetings
of the mafalim (courts of complaint).?4 In several rare instancec the
office of qaéz was joined with that of gaﬁib aZ—gaZ&t, the Lleadership of
the ritual prayers that entailed the pronouncement of the Friday khufbah,
the sermon in which the ruler's name was invoked.75 The authority over
galat was normally a prerogative of the governor or leading individual
in times when the duties of governor were divided among two or more
persons. Though he usually did not have control of the §alat, the qaqi
was a powerful figure in provincial administration who, because he was
most often appointed by the caliph, could counter a governor's excesses
by reporting undesirable activities directly to the caliph. The major
portion of the caliph's informatior concerning the activities of his

governors and uther officials, however, came to him via the official

post service.
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The Sahib _al-Barid

Under the first SAbbasid caliphs, the imperial post system, called
the barid, became a highly devel.ped institution. The divan al-barid of
the central government and its lesser counterparts in the provinces were
controlled directly by the caliph, governors and other officials having
no jurisdiction over them. The official function of the barid was to
carry official government correspondence between the central and provin-
cial administrative centers. However, the sahib al-barid was given the
additional duties of informing the caliph of conditions in his province,
such as the economic situation, the activities of tax officials and
qadzs, and of reporting the details of the governor's activities as
well.76 This system of surveillance was the chief means by which the
caliph was able to Learn of the development of a dangerous situation
jnvolving his appointed officials, Other information provided by the
ashab al-barid seems no less valuable, as can be ascertained from the fol-

. , 77

lowing passage by Tabari:

IbrahTm ibn Musa ibn °1s3 ibn M35378 relates that the heads of

the barid in all the districts (afag) would write to Mansur

every day concerning the price of wheat and corn and condi-

ments, and the price of every edible thing and what judgments

the gadls made in their districts (nawahihim); and what the

walig did and what monies were paid out of the treasury (bayt

al-mal) and all other news.
As the reports arrived in the capital, they were put together by the
sahib diwan al-barid and turned over to the caliph for his inspection
and act‘ion.79

Because the efficient working of the barid was so important to the

caliphs, they took a special interest in extending the system to regions

not previously having such service. Thus, Mahd7 established posts at
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Mecca, Medina and the Yemen in 166/782-783, which used mules and camels
for transportation.80 Several ashab al-barid were particularly favored

81 The smooth

by having their names placed on the provincial coinage.
operation of the imperial posts was facilitated by an extensive system

of roads and stage stops where riders could change to fresh mounts or
rest themselves. Although it seems that the barid operated primarily

for the benefit of the caliph and, in some cases, to the detriment of
provincial officials, the reliance on swift communications szrved the
interest of the governor in more than one instance. This was especially
true whenever an internal uprising or invasion from across the frontier
forced a governor to appeal for reinforcements for his own military units.
A case in point is the swiftness with which Man§Gr reacted to the news

of a rebellion in northern Armenia by sending additional forces to aid
Governor @asan ibn Qabfabah in restoring order.82 Also, the information
regarding commodities and prices probably aided the central government

to stabilize the economy and to take stens to curb the effects of a fam-
ine or flood when they occurred.

Through the early cAbbssid period the various offices and depart-
ments of administration seem to have been subject to an ongoing process
of change and development. New bureaus instituted by the caliph for the
central government were soon extended to the provinces as the process of
centralization begun by Man§ar continued under Mahdi and Harun al-Rashid.
Some of the “Abbasid institutions, such as the barid and its system of
post roads, were not innovations, but regenerated and refined agencies
based on the earlier Sassanid models. A few dZwans, like the zimem and

2imam al-zaimmah, were original creations of the CAbbasids established
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to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of the central government.
The ®Abbasids in no way felt themselves bound to maintain intact and
unaltered the Umayyad institutions of government as they founa them.
Thus, Mahdi was not adverse to putting forth a tax reform which altered
the system of assessment in use since the Arab conquest. The offices in
the provincial administration, which normally fell to the purview of the
governor, were carried over from the Umayyad period and, as time went on,
were increasingly filled by non-Arabs who were usually Iranians. This
trend is manifest in the numerous issues of copper fulas struck in pro-
vincial mints bearing the names of mawali Amir aZ-Mu'minZn, some of whom
can be identified as city or district prefects and ag@&b al-barid. Yet
it is not at all clear that the accelerating movement of Iranians into
governmental echelons, both central and provincial, was due to a consci-
ous effort on the part of the cAbbgsid caliphs to Persianize their ré-
gime.83 Rather, it was a pragmatic response by them to offset the threat
of potential opposition to their rule by dissident family members and
powerful Arab tribal leaders. This policy succeeded only too well, as
from Ma'mun's reign on some Iranians were able to establish their ouwn

autonomous states.
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CHAPTER VIII
THE ©ABBASID PROVINCIAL COINAGE SYSTEM

Among the various duties and responsibilities of the provincial gov-
ernor was the supervision of the mint (s) under his jurisdiction. However,
the caliph controlled the weights and purity of the coinage, as well as
the metals and, therefore, the types of coins permitted to be struck by
the governors.1 Under the early cAbbgsﬁds, provincial mints in the East
produced only silver dirhams ard copper fulﬁs, the minting of gold dinars
being reserved for the caliph's oun facility in the imperial capital.2
The delegated right of minting coins (sikkah) on the governor's author-
jty if well-attested to by the numerous examples of their names on dir-
kams and fulas that were struck in the provincial mintsa3 This Localized
silver and copper coinage, produced separately in each province to serve
the local economies, was itself derived from pre-=Islamic models.

In the period immediately following the initial conquests, the Arabs
adopted the coinage systems of the tands recently brought under their
control. 1In the West the Byzantine gold solidus or denariue aureus was
the primary unit of currency, supplemented by the copper follis. These
denominations became Arabicized as dinar and fals, respectivel.y.4 The
former Sassanid territories of the East remained firmly tied to the sil-
ver standard of the drakhm, which entered the Arabic language as dirham?
Down through the reigns of the first several Umayyad caliphs, the basic
Byzantine and Sassanid coin types were emploved, with certain modifica=~

tions and the addition of Arabic legends, as the official currency of
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the Islamic Empire. However, ®Abd al-Malik ibn Marwan (caliph 65-86/
685-705), introduced a gradual reform of the coinage, resulting in a
purely epigraphic style, which remained the prototype of Islamic coinage
for many centur"ies.6 The first denomination to be changed was the dinar

7 followed by the dirham in 79/698-699.8 The fals was

in 77/696-697,
apparently not minted in the new Arabic style for some time after the
dinar and dirham, as the earliest known dated specimen is of the year
87/705-706 from Damascus.9 This same basic style was retained by the
cAbb-a'sids, albeit with some changes in the legends and the eventual ad-
dition of the names of caliphs, heirs-apparent, governors and other offi-
cials.

The legends employed on CAbbasid silver and copper coinage remain
fairly standard for the entire early period. Gold dinars do not contain
the necessary information; i.e., mint and governor's name, useful for
the purposes of this study. Therefore, the remarks that follow pertain
only to dirhams and fulﬂs minted in the four provinces referred to in
previous chapters.

There are four main Legends found on most early CAbbasid dirhams
and many of the fulus, two on each side of the coin. In the center of
the obverse, written in three lines, is the legend: la ilaha illa//
Allah wa@dahu//la sharik lahu [There is no god but//ALLah atone//He has
no partner]. The margin contains what is often referred to as the mint/
date formula, written in a continuous circle: bi-ism Allah, quriba
hadha al-dirham (or fals) bi-aZ-Bafrah (or other mint) sanata ... L[In
the name of Allah, this dirham (fals) was struck at Ba§rah, year ...J.

Thus, the obverse on early cAbbssid dirhams is always that side on which
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is engraved the mint name and date. On the reverse the earliest € Abba~
sid dirhams and fulas have the simple three-line inscription: Mu@ammadb/
Rasul//Allah EMu?ammad is the messenger of Allahl. During the course of
the period being dealt with here, this legend became extended to include,
at various times, the names of the caliph, the heir-apparent, and the
governor or other official (see below). The reverse margin is always
reserved for part or all of Qur'an IX (Surat al-Tawbah), Verse 33:

Mubammad Rasul Allah, arsalahu bi-al-huda wa-din al-haqq
licyughirahu ala al-din kullihi wa-law kariha al-mushrikun.
[Muhammad is the messenger of Allah; He dispatched him with

the guidance and the religion of truth, in order to make him
prevail over all religion, even if the polytheists disapprove.]

Early in Ma'mur's reign the annuiet pattern on the obverse, of which
we shall take note presently, began to be replaced with a second, outer
marginal inscription (from the Qur'an XXX, Verses 3-4):

li-Lah al-amr min qabl wa-min bafd wa-yawni 'dh yufrih

al-mu'minin bi-nagr Allah. :

£To Allah is the power before and after and on that day

He will make the believers rejoice at Allah's victory.l
Although the placement of these legends holds fairly constant for the
dirhams, the position of the two main marginal Legends is often reversed
on the fulas. Thus, the mint/date formula may be found on the reverse
and Qur'an IX:33 may be on the cbverse or eliminated and replaced by
annulets.

As was mentioned above, the simple reverse center legend, Mu?ammad//
Rasul//Allah, became modified during the course of this period to in=
clude a variety of names and official titles. Disregarding the names of
officials, words, letters and symbois placed above the main legend, a
total of 68 varieties exist for the mints (see below) and time period

anm

studied, in addition to the original three-word phrase.lU In the course
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of the early CAbBEsid period these reverse center legends expanded to as
many as 22 words in five lines, as was the case on dirhams that pro-
claimed Ma'mun's nomination of AL3 aL-RigE as heir-apparent;11 However,
the introduction of names in the reverse legends occurred gradually and,
in the case of the fhlas, the names were more often included in the re-
verse marginal inscription than in the center legend.

The caliph's name (Mahdi's) first appears on CAbbasid dirhams,
dated 160/776-777 of Bafrah12 and Mu?ammad?yah (Rayy).13 But Manfar's
personal name (“Abd Allah) was placed on fulus of Mubammad?yah of 141/

758-759, 14

thus predating that innovation on the dirhams by 19 years.
The son of a reigning caliph was also recognized on the copper coinage

earlier than on the silver. Mahd?, as son of the Commander of the Faith-

ful (Ibn dmir aZ-Mu'minzn), is mentioned on fulﬂs of both Rayy15 and
Marw,16 dated 143/760-761. Dirhams of Rayy for 145/762-763 were the first

. . . ... 17 . . .
silver coins to bear this inscription. These coins were minted during

18

the period when Mahdi was governor of the East for his father. How=-

ever, it was not until Mahdi's own reign that the heir-apparent was rec-

ognized on the coinage with the characteristic phrase, waliahd. Hadi

is so titled on dirhams of Basrah19 and on fulus of Muhammad?yah,20

dated 164/780-781, the first examples of this stylizaticn. OfF special
interest for this study is the datable beginning of a governor's nam:

appearing on ® Abbasid coinage. The earliest examples of this on the

21

dirham are specimens of Basrah, dated 140/757-758,  with the word ®abd

for SAbd al-CAziz ibn Abd al-Rahman al.-Azd?.22 However, the copper

coinage once again seems to have preceded silver in this particular

23

innovation. Fulus of Rayy, dated 138/755-756, = have the name of
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Governor Jahwar ibn Marrar al-cIjl? on them.24 The name of a prefect
occurs even earlier with the mention of Zuhayr ibn al=Turki on a mint-

less fals of 133/750-751, which can probably be ascribed to HamadEn.25

Generally the names of governors and their subordinates or other
officials (wazirs, afﬁab al-barid—supervisors of the coinage) were
placed above and below the reverse center inscription on dirhams and in
the reverse marginal legend on fulﬂs. Exceptions to this are few on
dirhams, but frequent on the copper coinage. On some dirhams the gov-
ernor's name is found on the obverse, between two or more of the annu-
lets in the outer margin or beneath the center inscription. Where the
name of a governor or prefect is not placed in the reverse marginal
inscription, it is usually found above and/or beneath the reverse cen-
ter Legend, although sometimes the same name is present in both loca-
tions,

Mention hac been made, in several instances, of the annulet pat-
terns on the coinage, a feature of particular interest that occurs on
most dirhams of this period and not a few fuzas, although their pre-
sence on the Latter is not considered in the following remarks. The an-
nulets on the dirham are a series of small circles, which occur in a
variety of patterns, located on the outer margin of the obverse side of
the coin. It has been conclusively demonstrated by Michael L. Bates
and A.S. DeShazo in their article, "The Umayyad Governors of L-cIraq

26 that the annulet

and the Changing Annulet Patterns on their Dirhams,"
pattern changed concurrently with the appointment of new governors to
Iraq during the Umayyad period. A comparison of annulet patterns on

early Abbasid dirhams, with the reconstructed chronology of gqovernors
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appointed to the four provinces of this study, does not lead to a simi-
Lar conclusion. In some instances, particularly for the silver coinage
of Iraq and Armenia, the annulet pattern does change in the course of a
year that saw a new governor appointed. But more often than not, the
annulets do not remain the same throughout the period of a governor's
tenure, particularly when the governorship in question is a relatively
long one. Two examples may be cited from a seminar paper by the present
writer entitled, '"The Dirhams of the CAbbasid Governors of Bafrah and
Kufah, 132-218/750-833." During the course of the governorship of

27 dirhams with four dif-

Sulayman ibn °ALT in Bafrah (133-137/751-755),
ferent annulet patterns were struck. Likewise, there are five dissimi-
lar annulet patterns found on the dirhams of Kafah, minted during the
governorship of ¢Tsa ibn Musa (132-147/750-764).28 In both cases no
correlation can be surmised by comparing the change made for any partic-
ular year of either governor's term in office with events in the dual
governorate. In most cases—and this is true even more so for the pro-
vinces of Jibal and Khurasan—two or more annulet patterns are emp loyed
on dirhams struck under a single governor, or one pattern is used
through several successive governorships. Frequently a variety of annu-
let patterns is found on dirhams of the same year and mint, even though
no change in governor had taken place. Since the majority of annulet
changes do not seem to coincide with gubernatorial appointments, we must
Look to other explanations for these alternations.

The possibility exists that the annulet pattern was changed with

the appointment of a new mint supervisor or chief moneyer. The governor

had the responsibility of naming lesser officials and, upon his appoint=-



256
ment, a new governor would replace the department heads in the provin-
cial administration or retain them as he pleased. If an incoming gov-
ernor appointed a new mint master, this would explain why the annulet
pattern changed coincidentally with a change in governors. But had the
new governor reconfirmed the old mint supervisor for a time, then re-
placed him later on, one result may have been a new annulet pattern
being introduced in the course of a governor's tenure.

A second explanation may be that the annulet patterns were employed
as a means of identifying the work of several die-cutters who may have
each been assigned a particular pattern arbitrarily, or were permitted
to choose one themselves. Alternatively, the annulet patterns may have
been used to designate each moneyer whose job it was to dc the actual
striking of the coins. This would imply some system of control, whereby
the total number of coins struck from a pair of dies could be tallied,
as well as the production rate of a worker and the quality of his work,
be closely watched.

It is also possible that all the dies used in the provincial mints
were manufactured in a central location, perhaps Baghdad, and that the
annulet patter:: was a means of identifying the die-cutter. The evidence
for this latter conjecture lies in the fact that many of the same annu-
let patterns are found on dirhams emanating from a number of mints at
the same time. For example, the dirhams of Arran for the years 152-155,
Arminiyah for 152-155, and Mubammad?yah (Rayy) for 153~154 all have the
same annulet pattern (0o 00 0o 0o). Even more striking is the use of
the pattern (® oo 8 oo @ 00) during the same or proximate years at

seven different mints:
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Mint Years
Marw 197
Harat 197-200
Mada'in _ 198
Muhammadiyah 198~-200
Balkh _ 199
Naysabur 200
Isbahan 200-201

Yet there are 47 different annulet patterns found on the early Abbasid
dirhams issued from the mints of the four provinces studied. Admitted-
ly, the same pattern would probably be used during the same years at
both major mints of Armenia, but there were two different governors in

29 As for the mints of Jibal and

office during that period (152-155).
Khurasan and the single issue from Mads'in, the annulet pattern common
to all during the period of 197 to 201 is probably a reflection of the
governorships in the East held by Fa?l and ?asan ibn Sahl..30 This does
not explain, however, how the direction of each mint was coordinated so
as to produce dirhams with the same annulet pattern. Without any mint
records of that period, no answer to this problem is likely to be forth-
coming. Corroborative evidence is lacking to prove any of the foregoing
hypotheses, as no mint records exist for the Abbasid period which might
have provided the names of mint masters and their subordinates.

The pattern of provincial distribution reflects the decentralized
nature of coinage production in the early CAbbasid period at a time when
other sectors of the government were becoming increasingly centralized.
During this period 24 mints were active in the four provinces included
in this study, although ten of these produced coinage on a very limited

and intermittent basis.31 Each province had one or more primary mints
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that produced the bulk of its coinage and several small mints whose
jssues were very infrequent. The following paragraphs are illustrated

in part by information provided in Appendix D:

Irag: The chief mints of Irag (excluding Baghdad) were located in

32 Both mints

the capitals of the dual governorate, Bafrah and Kufah.
produced a long series, with some gaps, of dirhams and fulas, although
they were superseded as the primary suppliers of currency in Iraq by
the new imperial facility in Baghdad, beginning in 148/765. Production
at Kufah fell off considerably during the latter part of Ma'mun's reign
and ceased altogether at the Bafrah mint. After remaining closed for
more than three decades of Abbasid rule, the former chief Umayyad mint
at WSSiE was reopened during the reign of Mahdi and produced a few in-
termittent issues through to the early years of Ma'mun's caLiphate.33
HEshim?yah, as the ®Abbasid capital prior to the foundation of Baghdad
and not a proper provincial mint, produced a short series of dirhams
under Man§ar.34 Only one dirham issued at Madg'in, dated 198/813-814,
is existing from the site of this ancient Sassanid capital..35 A single
fals, possibly unique, is known bearing the mint name of Maysgn and

36 Since Mayssn was a southern district of the Sawad,

dated 166/782-783.
the exact location of the mint that produced this coin is not known.
Perhaps it was issued at Madhsr, the former capital of Mayssn district}7
Only a few examples of coins minted in S;miyah are extant and, except
that it was located near N;sif, nothing more of the place is knoun.38
The few extant examples of coinage issued by the several minor mints of
Iraq underscore the importance of the facilities at Basrah and Kafah,

with their greater total output, even though the latter were dwarfed by
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the huge production of dirhams from the central mint in Baghdad.

and Bardacah, the capitals of Armenia proper and Arran, respectively.
Only a few issues, mostly fulas, were struck with these city names. The
long series of dirhams minted in Dabil actually carry the name of the
province, Arminiyah, rather than that of its capital. Likewise, dirhams
and fulas with the mint name Arran, or from Madinat Arran (197/812-813),

39 A few fulas, minted very infrequently, are

were struck in Barda®ah.
known with the mint name of Bab (al-Abwab). A large number of dirhams
and some fulas were minted at Harunabad (or Haruniyah) during a very
short period (167-171/783-787).40 Lastly, the provincial mint at the
silver mine of Bajunays struck a long series of dirhams with the mint

name of Ma®dan Bajunays, beginning in 183/799--800.41

Jibal: The chief mint of Jibal and, most Llikely the entire East,
was Rayy or Mu?ammad?yah. From the first copper issues early in the
reign of Manfﬁr through most of Ma'mun's caliphate, Rayy produced an
unbroken series of dirhams and fulﬂs. Judging from the Large numbers
of Rayy/Mubammad?yah specimens dating from this period that have been
found in hoards, the total output of that mint was probably second only
to the central facility in Baghdad. Ifbahgn had perhaps two mints as
an intermittent series of fulus and a number of dirhams were struck
under the mint name of Jayy, by which the administrative center of the
city was known; and a 16~year series of dirhanms, with Ifbahsn as the

mint, were issued during Ma'mun's reign. Fulus only were minted in Ham-

adan all during the early ®Abbasid period. Specimens are extant for
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many dates at almost regular intervals. In all Llikelihood, the mint in
that city produced coinage on a yearly basis. The fact that other dates
of this series are unknown may be attributed to the attrition rate of
copper coinage over the centuries. From Nihawand/Mah aL-Bafrah only
three fulus and one dirham have been recovered from this period, indicat-
ing that this mint did not figure significantly in total output of coin-

age for Jibal.

5Qgg§§égz It was pointed out in the introductory paragraphs of
Caapter V that, for the first half-century of Abbasid rule, the mints
of Khurasan produced very Llittle coinage, based on the meager amount of
numismatic evidence available from that province and time period. Not
until the second decade of Harun al-Rashid's reign did the mints in the
four major cities of Khurasan begin to produce substantial numbers of
dirhams. It can only be surmised that, until the 180s/turn of 9th cen-
tury, whatever need existed for currency was met, for the most part, by
existing supplies of circulating Sassanid and Umayyad silver, or by the
Large mint output of the facility at Rayy. The introduction of locally
produced dirhams in Khurasan is not reflected in a corresponding drop in
mintage levels at Rayy, however. If anything, the Rayy mint produced
even larger quantities of dirhams in the 180s than in the preceding
decades.42

It is logical to assume that a mint that produced a large quantity
of dirhams in any given time period would be represented hy a greater
number of surviving specimens than would a mint whose output was much
Less during the same period. This is not to say that the numper of ex-

tant dirhams is directly proportional at a set ratio to total mint pro-
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duction, but the two are related in a rough proportion to one another.
Simply put, when more coins are produced, mere are likely to survive
the ravages of time. Also, CAbbasid dirham hoards found in the former
eastern provinces of the caliphate demonstrate a wide distribution of
mints. Hoards have been rarely, if ever, discovered which contain coins
of only one mint. However, a large proportion of eastern hoards is made
up of Madinat al-Salam (Baghdad) and Rayy/Mubammid?yah issues, which
merely reflects the large output of those two facilities.

0f the four major provincial mints of Khurgsgn, Marw, the provin-
cial capital for most of this period, was the most active mint over the
longest time. However, in terms of mint output, Marw seems to have
lagged behind Balkh, Nays;bar and Har‘gt.l’3 There is no intermittent
coinage extant from minor mints of Khurasan during this period, except
for two anomalous specimens: one with a district, the other with a town
mint name. An anonymous dirham from Gharsh?stgn,44 dated 137/754-755,

45 but there is no indication as to the location of the mint

is known,
at which it was struck. It is fabricated in the style of Umayyad dir-
hams and with typical Umayyad inscriptions, yet the authority and pur-
pose for which this coin was struck remain a mystery. The fals of
Bushanj from 190/805-806, already mentioned in Chapter V,46 is the only
extant emanation of this mint for the early Abbasid period.

The decentralized system of mint production in the Abbasid Empire,
at a time when other departments of the government were becoming increas-
jngly concentrated in the capital, was one of pragmatic considerations.

1f dinars were produced only at Baghdad—and this is not at all certain,

. . . . . - . 47
since mint names do not begin to occur on dinars until Ma‘'mun's reign —
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the reason may be that the central government used a large percentage of
the gold coinage produced to meet its obligations. On this basis it
would not have been feasible for the government to mint dinars in the
provinces if the central administration absorbed most of the annual pro-
duction. On the other hand, the eastern part of the Empire remained on
the silver standard, a legacy of the Sassanid period, and the introduc-
tion of gold coinage production in eastern mints took place only gradu-
ally. The inclusion of mint names on dinars, beginning in the first
years of Ma'mun's caliphate, may be an indication of the increasing use
of gold along with silver coinage in the East at this time.48 Yet the
fact that taxpayers required the services of a jahbadh to aid in con—
verting the amounts of taxes calculated by the government in dinars
into dirhams points to the widespread usage of silver, rather than gold,
as the circulating medium in the East."9

The requirement for silver currency in the eastern provinces was
undoubtedly greater than the capacity of the capital mint to meet such
demand. It was also not feasible to ship large quantities of coins
great distarces. Therefore, the decentralized system of dirham produc-
tion, inherited by the Arabs from the Sassanids and passed on to the
Abbasids by the Umayyads, chargad each provincial government with the
task of meeting currency needs at the local level. The mints in the
capital and other major cities provided most of a province's total coin-
age production, supplemented by occasional issues from secondary mints.
The latter seem to have struck more copper than silver, as the minting of
fulus was a prerogative of the local prefect, copper not coming under

the strict controls placed on gold and silver.
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The decentralized nature of provincial dirham production does not
seem to have restricted the circulation of these coins within the region
surrounding each mint. Indeed, the remarkable uniformity of design,
size and weight of early ®Abbasid dirhams expedited their circulation
throughout the Empire. In the matter of weight, most well-preserved
specimens that exhibit little wear or physical damage (holes, chips,
clips, etc.) are usually found to be very close to the canonical weight
of 2.97 grams. From the diversity of mints which turn up in dirham
hoards, it is certain that coins from many provinces circulated together,
undoubtedly aided by activities of traveling merchants. For example, in
a hoard of 8 Umayyad and 287 CAbbasid dirhams discovered at an unknown
location in Iran,and kindly loaned by the American Numismatic Society
and the private owner to this writer for study, there were represented

>0 For those Lliterate persons into whose

17 separate “Abbasid mints.
possession dirhams from different regions of the caliphate passed, the
coins may have served as tangible evidence of the unity of Istam.

In an era which was marked by the increased concentration of govern=-
mental power and its diverse agencies in the imperial capital, the de-
centralized system of Abbasid provincial mints stands in sharp contrast.
This system, whereby silver and copper coinage were produced in one or
two major and several subsidiary mints in each province, remained under
the almost exclusive control of the governors for a very pragmatic rea-
son: it was much easier and less expensive to manufacture all the coin-
age needed at the regional levels where it circulated than it would have

been to ship large quantities of coins from a central mint to the pro-

vinces. In addition, the vast numbers of dirhams required in the Empire-
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at-large may have been beyond the capacity of any one mint to produce,
even the largest imperial facility. The location of mints in the pro-
vinces afforded the opportunity for governors, whose duty it was to
supervise currency production in their jurisdiction, to make their gov=-
ernorships known on the coinage. Many governors took advantage of this
privilege and it is fortunate for modern coin scholars that they did so,
since the existing numismatic material provides important historical
evidence for their tenures, much of which has been cited in the course

of this study.



FOOTNOTES TO CHAPTER VIII

Ta.A. buri, "Amir," EI% 1, p. 439.

2Until 198/813-814, no mint names appear on these coins, but be-
cause the first to do so was in Egypt, the Fustat mint may have been
providing gold coinage all during the early € abbasid period. At the
same time, the limited use of a gold coinage in the East may have pre-
cluded its production to the capital mint alone. cf. G.C. Miles, "Dinar,"
EI2 11, p. 298.

3Many of these examples for the four provinces of this study have
been cited in Chapters II and V, of which a complete list is given in
Appendix B.

4M'iles, "Dinar," op. cit., p. 297; A.L. Udovitch, "Fals," E12 11,
p. 768.

SMiles, "Dirham," EI2 II, p. 319.

6P. Grierson, '"The Monetary Reforms of CAbd al-Malik," JESHO 3
(1960), pp. 244-247.

7
“J. Walker, A4 Catalogue of the Arab-Byzantine and Post-Reform
Umaiyad Coins (London, 1956), p. 84; Grierson, op. cit., p. 244,

8MiLes, "Dirham,” p. 319; J. Walker, A Catalogue of the Arab-
Sassanian Coins CLondon, 1941), pp. 1 xii=1 xiii; Grierson, p. 245,

9Udovitch, loc. cit.; Walker, Arab-Byzantine Coins, p. 253; Grier=
son, p. 247.

101 am indebted to Mr. Nicholas Lowick, Department of Coins and
Medals,_British Museum, London, for allowing me to refer to the notes
on cAbbgsid coinage of the late John Walker. To Dr. Walker's hand list
of “Abbasid reverse types, I added several others for the total of 69.
Mr. Lowick is presently engaged in writing Volume III of the British
Museum's Catalogue of Oriental Coins, a project begun by Mr. Watker,
which wili cover the “Abbasid issues.

11These jnclude the following mints and dates: Isbahan 202, 203,
204 and 205; and Muhammadiyah 202, 203 and 204. °

1ZBMC 95; Ties 893; Paris 699; Berlin 800; Tbg 71; 27 other speci-
mens.

13NHR 60a-c; BMC 116; Tbg 75; Berlin 840; Paris 718; 35 other spe-
cimens.
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14NHR 43a, b; Zambaur, Contriba I, pp- 63-64, No. 43; 5 unpublished
specimens.

15\iR 44a, b; Zambaur, Contrib. I1I, p. 117, No. 402; Berlin 2089-90;
Paris (2 uncatalogued). ’

16Zambaur, Contrib. I, p. 64, No. 44,

T7MHR 47b; BMC 450.

18See Chapter IV, No. 5(a) and Chapter V, No. 4(a).

19BMC 97; Berlin 805; Ties 952; Casanova 398-399; ANS (uncatalogued);
4 other specimens.

20NHR 64b, with reference to Zambaur, Contrib. 1, p. 68, No. 52.

2paris 617; Fraehn 14; Berlin 653-654; Tbg 17; Ties 707; i4 ovher
specimens. Y. Ghanimah, "al=Nuqud al-cAbbasiyah," Sumer 9 (1953), p.
107, mentions Salm ibn Qutaybah's name on dirhams of Bagrah in 146 as
the first time the name of an ~Abbasid governor is found on the coinage.

22See Chapter 1I, No. 6.

23NHR 41; Ties 698; Zambaur, Contrib I, p. 63, No. 42; Paris (2
uncatalogued); 30 other specimens.

24See Chapter IV, No. 2.

25ANS (uncatalogued); see Chapter IV, F.N. 10.
26y, miematic Chronicle, Tth Ser., Vol. 14 (1974), pp. 110-118.
27

See Chapter II, No. 3 on Basrah.

28See Chapter II, No. 2 on Kufah.

0
2’See Chapter III, Nos. 6 and 7.

30See Chapter IV, Nos. 23 and 24; Chapter V, No. 22.

31The frequency of siiver and copper issues of the 24 mints sur-
veyed in this study are tabulated in Appendix D.

32The information included in the text and tables of J. Kirkman,
"The Mints of Iraq During the Ommayad and Abbasid Periods," Swumer 3
(1945), pp. 15-36, is sometimes erroneous and has a number of glaring
gaps in data.

33Cf. Ulla S.L. Welin, "WSSig, the Mint Town," K. Humanistiska Vet-
enskapssamfundets 1 Lund Arebertttelse & (1955-1956), pp. 132-135.
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34See Chapter 1I, Introduction and F.N. 5.

3iAlbum 336, issued in the name of Ma'm;n with that of Harthamah
(ibn A“yan).

36Ziya 386, without any names.

37Cf. M. Streck, '"Maisan," EIZ 11I, p. 247; Le Strange, Lands,
PP 42-43,

38E. von Zambaur, Die Nimzprdgungen des Islams (Wiesbaden, 1968),
p. 137, citing BGA 111, p. 114; and A. Sprenger, Die Post- und Reiser-
outen des Orients (Leipzig, 1864), p. 62.

39See Chapter I1I, Introduction and F.N. 16.

408ee Chapter I11I, Introduction and under No. 13; also F.N.s 18
and 85.

41The identification and location of B;junays are discussed in
Chapter III, Introduction.

42The following data are derived from the total number of dirham
specimens (published and unpublished) known to this writer, by decade
for each mint:

Years:] 161-170 | 171-180 | 181-190 | 191-200
Mint (No.) (No.) (No.) (No.)
Rayy 374 386 1,094 327
Balkh —— -— 334 106
Marw_ _ - = 37 17
Naysabur —— — - 129 323
Harat -— - - 7

The extraordinarily large output of dirhams from Rayy for the decade of
181-190 is not linked to any discernible trend in reported events in the
written sources. It may be that, because of the heavy extortions made
by the governor of Khurasan during this period, "Ali ibn "Isa ibn Mahan
(see Chapter V, No. 18), great guantities of dirhams were required. It
js significant that Rayy was the city in which Harun al-Rashid met with
his very unpopular governor in 186/202, when the latter showered him
with expensive gifts in order to retain his favor and, in effect, had
paid off the caliph with a large shaire of his ill=gotten booty.

83gee F.N. 36.

44A region southeast of Marw al-Rudh and east of Harat and Badh-
ghis (see map of Khurasan in Chapter V). Cf. Le Strange, Lands, pp. 415-
416.

45Ashmolean (ex-Thorburn collection, 1966). H.W. Codrington de-
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scribes a dirham of Gharshistan WC, 3rd Ser., 14 (1894), p. 88; and
4th Ser., 2 (1902), p. 269), in his collection, which matches the Ash-
molean specimen in every detail and may be the same coin. It is pos-
sible that the date of this coin is the result of a die-maker's error,
whereby he substituted thalathin (30) for ®ishrin (20) as the decade,
in which case the coin could be properly classified as Umayyad.

46See under No. 18 and Appendix B.

47Miles, "D?nSP," p. 298.

48The first mint name east of Syria on Abbasid dinars is found on
jssues inscribed with al- Iraq, dated 198/813-814. The earliest occur-
rences of other central and eastern mint names on the dinars are listed
in the table constructed by George Miles in his The Numismatic History
of Rayy (N.Y., 1938), pp. 119-120.

49See Chapter V1I, pp. 233-234.

50Not'ice of this hoard will be included in the forthcoming Coin
Hoards IV (London: Royal Numismatic Society [1978 or 19791).



CHAPTER IX
CONCLUSION

An attempt has been made, in the course of this study, to recon-
struct and define a picture of provincial administration in the central
and eastern provinces of the Abbasid caliphate during the first century
of that régime. Certain Llimitations are placed on our knowledge of this
period by the sources available. The textual sources have a tradition
of political bias, whereby their primary focus concentrated on events
surrounding the caliphs, major figures in their court and the central
government, and events in the capital. Provincial governors and other
officials are mentioned frequently by the Arab historians, but a scant
few references can be found which offer helpful insights into the day-
to-day functioning of the provincial government. Regions away from the
imperial capital receive the most notice whenever a revolt or insurrec-
t'on from within, or an incursion from beyond the borders of the Empire
threatened the stability of the central government. This concentration
on developments in the caliphal court and capital is reflected in the
orientation of most modern studies, which give only passing notice to
provincial history.

The numismatic evidence for early Abbasid provincial administration
is Limited to certain kinds of information placed upon it by the size
and intent of the document. Yet provincial coinage has proved a valu-
able source of information in reconstructing the chronology of provin-

cial governors and in aiding the identification of other officials. This
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js due to the numerous extant specimens containing the names of govern-
mental appointees, which are identified by place of origin and year of
issue.

The scope of this study has focused on four provinces of the Abba-
sid caliphate in an effort to understand the functions of provincial
government in the central and eastern regions of the Empire. Those ter-
ritories west of Iraq have been excluded, since the concentration here
has been on the parts of the caliphate which came under an increasing
degree of centralization and bureaucratization on the former Sassanid
Persian model. The direction of Abbasid governmental evolution, having
fol lowed along lines that emphasize adaptation of Sassanid practices and
jnstitutions, has been a major determining factor in selecting some
central and eastern provinces for study in deference to western ones.
Syria, Egypt and Ifr;q?yah (North Africa), having inherited the Byzan-
tine influences of the pre-conquest period, seem to have undergone a
different Line of development, resulting in a provincial administrative
system in some ways unlike its counterpart in the East.

After the success of the revolution, which saw the overthrow of the
Umayyads firmly realized and the Cabbasids moved to consolidate their
hold on the Empire, they were faced with a series of insurrections that
threatened the stability of the new régime. To counteract these breaches
of order, the early Cabbasid caliphs tried several approaches to arrive
at an effective system of provincial government. These attempts at con-—
trol over the provinces developed along a chronological sequence, al-
though the various forms were often in practice simultanecusly. At

first, the CAbbasids tried installing family members in the most impor-
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tant governorships for relatively long periods of time. In addition,
members of some of the more powerful Arab tribes, who had taken part in
the revolution against the Umayyads, were appointed to goverh provinces
that required a strong military leader, particularly those areas on the
frontier or which were subject to chronic insurrections. It soon became
apparent, however, that some of the cAbb-a'sid princes were able to build
up local power blocs which posed a threat to the caliph's power. In &
few cases Arab tribal leaders used their appointments in a similar man-
ner and they themselves rebelled when faced with dismissal by the caliph.
The reaction of the latter was to use any means at his disposal, includ=-
ing military forces, to rid himself of the dissident official.

The problem with insubordinate officials reached a peak during the
caliphate of Manfar (136-158/754-775), and he began a policy of restrict-
ing the length of time his governors remained in any one province, by
appointing and dismissing them at frequent intervals. Officials were
moved from province to province and had no real opportunities to build
up a following in one location which could possibly pose a threat to the
caliph's authority. From the end of Manfar's reign and into that of his
son Mahdi (158-169/775-785), the two caliphs made increasing use of
mawall in filling the important posts of both the central and provincial
administrations. Men of that class, who were mostly Iranian and who
had no loyalties to any Arab tribal faction, were bound to the caliph
alone, whose continued well-being and strength were the source of their
positions.

Under Harun al-Rashid (reigned 170-193/786-809), some Iranians rose

to the highest ranks in government. Among these, the Barmakids became
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so influential that the caliph was forced to go to drastic lengths to
curb their power. During his caliphate Harun experimented with placing
blocs of territories comprising a number of provinces in the hands of a
single governor in an effort to combat the still frequent revolts and to
provide some type of uniform administration over a wide area. Fa?t ibn
Yabys al-Barmaki's rule in the East (177-179/793-795) proved to he very
beneficial and undoubtedly the fairest administration since the incep-
tion of the CAbbasid régime. Harun's choice for governor of Khurasan
shortly thereafter of °AlT ibn ®Isa ibn Mahan (180-191/796-807) was, on
the other hand, a terrible mistake which caused the inhabitants no smatl
measure of harm. This trend towards territorial governorships culmin-
ated during the reign of Ma'mun €198-218/813-833) in the naming of Ighir
ibn al-vusayn over all the East in 205/821. When Ishir's sons succeeded
their father in the same capacity, the institution of hereditary govern-
orship became firmly established and opened the way for the founding of
semi-autonomous states within the Empire. Eventually the trend towards
dynastic governorships hastened the breakup of the Istamic Empire into a
number of independent principalities during the second century of CAbbg-
sid rule.

Within the provincial administration itself, the caliphs delegated
a certain amount of authority to their appointees for the operation of
the local governments. However, the Abbasid policy of bureaucratic
centralization dictated that the caliph retain the right to make deci-
sions affecting provincial affairs. As the central government became
increasingly larger and more departments were added, these trends were

reflected in the creation of similar bureaus on a smaller scale in each
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of the provincial capitals. The governor retained local control of most
of these agencies, the most important being the tax collection department.
However, the detailed handling of revenue administration in his province
he left to subordinates trained in financial affairs. The governor's
most important function, after overseeing the operation of the bureau-
cracy, was the command of the provincial military and police forces. It
was his duty to maintain peace and order, to which end he utilized his
army units against rebels and invaders and his police forces to uphold
the decisions of the judiciary, as well as provide for the security of
the inhabitants. The one department of provincial government over which
the governor had no control was the official post, which not only trans-
mitted messages between caliph and governor, central and provincial
diwans, but kept watch over economic developments in the province and
reported on the activities of the governor and other officials as well.
Finally, the governor had the duty of supervising provincial coinage
production and often wused the privilege of placing his own name on
dirhams and fulus.

The dominant feature of CAbbasid provincial administration during
the early period was the increasing centralization of the government-at-
large, accompanied by a progressively sophisticated bureaucracy in both
the imperial and provincial capitals. The creation of new bureaus in
the central administration was almost invariably followed by the erec-
tion of a counterpart agency in each province. The first CAbbasid ca-
Liphs pursued their policy of centralization as a means of concentrating
their power and maintaining their hold on the Empire. To a large degree

they succeeded in constructing a governmental apparatus which made them
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rich and powerful, but the problem of finding a balance between a strong
central government and an effective but loyal provincial administration
continued to elude them and was an underlying cause of the eventual break-

up of the CAbbasid Empire.
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APPENDIX A

CABBASID PRINCES APPOINTED TO GOVERNORSHIPS

Key to_Genealogical Chart:

Roman numerals denote generations.

Caliphs are identified by boldface capitals: AL-MAHDI
B: for Bafrah

K: for Kufah

A: for Armenia

J: for Jibal

Kh: for Khurasan
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APPENDIX B

NUMISMATIC DATA

The following tables Llist all known CAbbasid silver and copper coin-
age for the period 132-218/750-833, emanating from the mints of Irag
(excluding Baghdad), Armenia, Jibal and Khurasan, containing the names
of governors and other officials. The provinces are listed in the order
in which each was treated in the course of this study. Under the name
of each province the extant specimens of the major mints are listed
first, followed by those of the lesser mints. The data are entered in
columns as follows:

1. Date: The Muslim year as recorded on the specimen.

2. Metal: AR represents dirham; AE represents fals.

3. Name of Governor: If the name of a governor is present, the
exact form, as inscribed on the coin, will be
entered here. Note: A.M. is the abbreviation
for Amir al-Mu'minin; i.e., the caliph.

4. Number: The corresponding number of the governor, as
listed in the appropriate chapter of this
study.

5. Title: Title of the governor, if present. 1 is for

amil; 2 is for amr.

6. Other_Names: Names of persons and single letters, other
than those pertaining to the governor or ca-
Liph, as found on the specimens.

7. Caliph: If the name of the caliph or his son is pre=
sent, the following key will apply:

1. al-Saffah
2. al=-Mansur

2A. al-Mahdi as son of al-Mansur
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38. al-Mahdi as caliph

4A. al-Hadi as heir-apparent

4B. al-Hadi as caliph

4C. al-Hadi as son of al-Mahdi

SA. Harun al-Rashid as son of al-Mahdi
58. Harun al~Rashid as heir-apparent
SC. Harun al-Rashid as caliph

6A. al-Amin as son of Harun al-Rashid
6B. al-Amin as heir-apparent

6C. al-Amin as caliph

7A. al-Ma'mun as second heir-apparent
7B. al-Ma'mun as heir-apparent

7C. al-Ma'mun as son of Harun al-Rashid

7D. al-Ma'mun as caliph

8. References: Are given up to a maximum of five (5) sources for
each entry, with well=known published sources taking precedence. If
more than five specimens exist, the additional total number is entered
in parentheses ( ) after the last-cited specimen. ALl sources of numis-
matic material utilized in this study and abbreviations for the same
are to be found in the Numismatic Bibiiography above. Please note that
specimens with differences in detail-——such as annulet patterns, symbols
and other markings—are not listed separately, but are grouped under
one entry. Each individual entry is listed according to date, denomin=-

ation (i.e., dirham or fals) and names inscribed thereon.

L )
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APPENDIX C

PROVINCIAL REVENUES FROM EARLY CABBASID BUDGETS

There are preserved in several early Arab sources lists of tax rev-
enues which cover the four provinces included in this study. Two date
from the réign of Harun al-Rashid and two from Ma'mun's. The latter are
not entirely accurate, as one is taken from tax rolls covering a period
that extends beyond the death of Ma'mun; whereas, the other is a list of
revenues for the eastern provinces under the control of Abd Allah ibn
Ighir. The table lists the provincial tax revenues by these sources:

I. 172/788—Khalifah ibn Khayyzf, Tarikh: The final two pages,
omitted in the published editions that List the tax revenues, are given
by §3leb Abmad el-cAL?, "A New Version of Ibn aL-MuEarrif‘s List of Rev-
enues in the Early Times of Harun al-Rash?d,” JESHO 14 (1971), pp. 306-1Q

II. Ca. 184/800—Jahshiyari, Kitab al-wuzara' wa-al-kuttab (Cairo,
1938), pp. 281-288 and CAL"i', loc. cit. The approximate date is arrived
at by D. Waines, "The Third Century Internal Crisis of the Abbasids,"
JESHO 20 (1977), pp. 284~286.

III. Ca. 204-237/819-851—Qudamah ibn Ja“far, Kitab al-kharaj, BGA VI
(Leiden, 1889), pp. 237-251; Llisted in A. von Kremer, Culturgeschichte
des Orients unter den Chalifen 1 (Vienna, 1875), pp. 360-369, with some
mistakes in the transcription of numbers. The amount for the Sawad has
been adjusted by Waines, op. cit., p. 286.

IV. 211-212/826-827—Tax roll for the East under “Abd Allah ibn TE—
hir: Ibn Khuradadhbih, Kitab al-masalik wa-al-mamalik, BGA VI, pp. 34-
39; and given by Kremer, op. cit., pp. 373-378, with some mis—-transcribed

figures.
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In some cases several districts are listed separately on one roll

and placed together on another., WNote: ALl figures are in dirhams.
Provincial Revenues
1 11 111 (Ca.) 1V
Province 172/788 Ca. 184/800 | 204-37/819-51| 211-12/826-27
IRAQ:
Sawad 87,860,000 |102,500,000| 112,416,000 -
CWaines]
Kaskar 11,620,000 { 11,600,000 - -
Kuwar Dijtah 20,000,000 | 20,800,000 - --
[+2,000 D3-
narsl]
ARMENIA:
Armenia 12,000,000 | 13,000,000 4,000,000 -
Azerbaijan 4,700,000 4,000,000 4,500,000 -
JIBAL:
Rayy 12,000,000 | 12,000,000 20,200,000 10,000,000
Isbahan 11,600,000 | 11,000,000 10,500,000 7,000,000
Hamadan 11,500,000 § 11,800,000 1,700,000 -
Qumm - - 3,000,000 2,000,000
D?niwar 7,000,000 20,700,000 5,000,000 3,800,000
Nihawand 5,500,000 4,000,000 -
Shahrzag and
Darabadh 1,000,000 | 24,000,000 - 2,750,000
Tabaristan/Ruyan 1,163,070
/Dunbawand 6,000,000 6,300,000 | [Tabaristan -
- onlyl
Qumis 1,500,000 1,500,000 1,500,000 2,196,000
Jurjgn 12,000,000 | 12,000,000 4,000,000 10,176,800
Mihrajangathaq - 1,100,000
Masbathan 4,000,000 1:100:000 3,500,000
fgharayn - - 3,100,000 -
KHURASAN:
Khurasan
Cincluding
Transoxianal | 28,000,000 | 28,000,000 38,000,000 20,519,270

* ] . ,
Att figures are in dirhams, except as noted.
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APPENDIX D

FREQUENCY OF MINT ISSUES

The following tables chart the known silver and copper coinage
struck at the provincial mints of the four provinces examined in this
study. The data are collected from numerous sources of published and

unpublished specimens (see Numismatic Bibliography above).

x = Dirham o = Fals
IRAQ
Year  Basrah Kufah Wasit Hashimiyah Mada'in Maysan Samiyah  Year
132 X 132
133 X0 X0 133
134 X0 X 134
135 X0 X o 135
136 X0 X 136
137 X X 137
138 X0 X X 138
139 X0 X X 139
140 X0 X 140
141 X X 141
142 X X 142
143 X0 X0 X 143
144 X0 X X 144
145 X X X 145
146 X X 146
147 X X 147
148 X X 148
149 149
150 150
151 151
152 X0 152
153 X 153
154 X0 154
155 155
156 X X 156
157 X X 157
158 X0 158
159 159
160 X o 160
161 X 161
162 X o 162
163 o X 163
164 X0 o 164
165 X o X 165
166 X o o o X 166
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IRAQ (cont.)

Year Basrah Kufah Wasit Hashimiyah Mada'in Maysan Samiyah Year

167 X0 o o 167
168 X o 168
169 X0 X . 169
170 X 170
171 X X 171
172 172
173 173
174 X0 174
175 175
176 176
177 o 177
178 X 178
179 X X 179
180 X X o 180
181 X0 181
182 X 182
183 X 183
184 X0 X 184
185 X 185
186 X0 186
187 0 187
188 X0 o) 188
189 X0 189
190 X 190
191 ) 191
192 192
193 193
194 194
195 ) 195
196 X o 196
197 X0 197
198 X X 198
199 X X 199
200 X X X 200
201 X 201
202 X 202
203 X X 203
204 X X 204
205 X X 205
206 X 206
207 207
208 X 208
209 209
210 0 210
211 211
212 212
213 213
214 X 214

Lcontinued]
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IRAQ (cont.)

Year Basrah Kufah Wasit Hgshim?yah Mada'in Maysan Samiyah VYear

215 215
216 216
217 X 217

218 218




N4k
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ARMENTIA

Year Arminiyah//Dabil Arran//Barda®ah Bab Harunabad//Haruniyah Year
132 e 132
133 133
134 134
135 135
136 136
137 v 137
138 138
139 139
140 140
141 141
142 o 142
143 X o} 143
144 X 144
145 X X 145

X A 146
147 X X 147
148 X X0 148
149 X X 149
150 X X 150
151 X 151
152 X X 152
153 X X0 153
154 X ) X ) 154
155 X X o} 155
156 156
157 157
158 o 158
159 0 o 159
160 160
161 X 161
162 X 162
143 o 163
164 X 164
165 X X 165
166 X X o 166
167 X X 167
168 X X X 168
169 x X X X0 169
170 X X0 170
171 X 171
172 X X 172
173 173
174 X 174
175 X o 175
176 X 176

Ccontinued]
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Year Arm?njyah//bab?t Arran//Barda®ah Bab Macdan//stunays Year
177 X ) o 177
178 X o o 178
179 X 179
180 X 180
181 X 181
182 X 182
183 X X X 183
184 X0 184
185 X X0 185
186 X X0 186
187 X X 187
188 X X 1€8
189 X X 189
190 X X X 190
191 X X X 191
192 X X X 192
193 X X0 X 193
194 X X o X 194
195 X X X 195
196 X X 196
197 X0 X 197
198 X 198
199 X 199
200 200
201 201
202 X 202
203 X X 203
204 X X 204
205 X 205
206 o X 206
207 X X X 207
208 X X 208
209 X X 209
210 X X 210
211 X 211
212 X X 212
213 X X 213
214 X0 X 214
215 X 215
215 X X 216
217 X X X 217
218 X X 218
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JIBAL

Year Rayy/Muhammad?yah Isbahgn/Jayy Hamadan Mah al-Basrah/Nihawand Year

132 132
133 o? 133
134 0 134
135 0 135
136 o 136
137 o 137
138 o o 138
139 0 139
140 140
141 0 0 141
142 142
143 o 1473
144 o o 144
145 xo 145
146 xo 146
147 xo o 147
148 xo X o 148
149 0 X 149
150 X0 o 150
151 X0 0 151
152 X 0 152
153 X 153
154 X o o o 154
155 X0 X 155
156 o o 156
157 X 157
158 ) 2 158
159 X 159
160 o X0 0 160
161 X 161
162 X X 162
163 X0 163
164 X0 [ 164
165 X0 o) 165
166 X X 166
167 X 167
168 X X o 168
16% X0 X 169
170 X0 X 0 170
171 X X 0 171
172 X 172
173 X 173
174 X o 174
175 X 175
176 X0 176

Ccontinued]



JIBAL (cont.)

Year Rayy/Muhammadiyah Isbahan/Jayy Hamadan Mah al-Basrah/Nihawand Year

177 X0 X 177
178 X0 178
179 x () 179
180 X0 0 180
181 X o} 181
182 X X0 0? 182
183 X 183
184 . X0 184
185 X0 185
186 X 0?7 ) 0 186
187 X X 187
188 X0 ) 188
189 X ) 189
190 X X 190
191 X ) 191
192 X 192
193 X o 193
194 X 194
195 X0 X 195
196 X X 196
197 X X 197
198 X X 198
199 X X 199
200 X0 X o} 200
201 X0 X 201
202 X X 202
203 X X 203
204 X X 204
205 X0 X 205
206 X X 206
207 X0 X 207
208 X X 208
209 X0 X 209
210 X X 210
211 211
212 212
213 o 213
214 214
215 215
216 216
217 217

218 X 218




357

KHURASAN

Year Marw Balkh Naysabur//Abrashahr Har3t _ GharshYst3n  Year

132 X 132
133 X 133
134 134
135 135
136 136
137 X 137
138 138
139 X 139
140 140
141 141
142 142
143 o} X 143
144 144
145 145
146 146
147 o 147
148 148
149 149
150 150
151 151
152 152
153 153
154 154
155 155
156 o 156
157 157
158 158
159 159
160 160
161 161
162 162
163 163
164 164
165 165
166 X 166
167 167
168 X o 168
169 X 169
170 170
171 171
172 172
173 173
174 174
175 175
176 176

Ccontinued]



358

KHURASAN (cont.)

Year Marw Balkh Naysgbar//Abrashahr Harat Bﬁshanj Year

177 177
178 178
179 179
180 180
181 X 181
182 X X0 182
183 X 183
184 X X 184
185 X X 185
186 X X 186
187 X X 187
188 X 188
189 X 189
190 X X o 190
191 X 0 191
192 X X X 192
193 X X X X X 193
194 X0 X X X 194
195 X X X X 195
196 X X X 196
197 X X X X 197
198 X X X 198
199 X X X X 199
200 X X X 200
201 X x0? 201
202 X 202
203 X X 203
204 o o 204
205 205
206 o X X X 206
207 X 207
208 X 208
209 209
210 X X 210
21 211
212 X 212
213 X 213
214 X 214
215 X 215
216 X 216
217 X 217

218 218
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