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~ SUB·Jecr Eighth Congr~ss of. t:he_ Commµnist~ •• 
Dominated Unifying F-edera'tion .of : 

• 

,. ·'(b}(1) ·. 
(b)(3). 

Salv~dor.an .Trad.e Un.ions· (FUSS) 

.,• • .SOURCE 

:Summary. J\,t ·th~ Eighth Congress of the· Communist--dominated· 
Unifying Federation of Salvadoran Trade 'Unions (FUSS), held on 9 - lO 
Sep~embe·r 1972, .tt1e Co11ununist Party of El Salvadoi(P ES) seized · 
control of the procee·qings and brought about change n the Federation's· 
D1rectorate to suit its purpos~s. Carlos Alberto ' H i d a 1 g o . 
strongly criticized i'ox- lack of revolutionary dYJ1~. , •• m and £or having. ,. 

f~.l.e<l a' d.i;qt· l~.el' ·.y.· ··t·o··· p'ro·t··.e·c .. •t . .FUs .. s, i~tere~t·•.S·~ .• wa.s' ·o. e' df,rom·~·s osition-' ' . ~f Se:~etar- ; Genqral and replaced by 1uho .~:~~~?: , .. £ .. 1!;::J?.,.t .. r .. o:·. .ello.s.Q._ i.'l 
I h:tpohto C a. l .1 e s · . , Sec::ret.acy 'teneral of · e -;irp.on of lroad "1 
Worker's (JTF), the mo.st important of the .FUSS mcmbel" unions; supported • • 

• Hidalgo I s c·onde1m1ation ,of PCE.S interfcrerme in FUSS af.fairs; .•and the 
UTii' abst.ain~d from vpting throughout the Congress. •After the conclus.j,oi, 
of the FUSS Cor)gress, t.he ·UTJ:l' Directorate pas~ed a· resolution forbidding 

' ·the FUSS Direetorate. to ,Jrold ineetings ;in -UTF officel"~. End;. I Su~ry. 

f • .•• 
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l. . The Eif§hth ·Congress· of the Com~nist-dominated FUSS took 
place on 9 - 10 September 1972. From the out.set,. it was clear tha.t the· 
PCES, dissatisfied ,tlth recent FUSS policies and -Mtivitiei;1, had seized 
control ~f the C?ng:ess arid would ,htinr.,._al_>o. ut changes i~ the ~ederatio~'.s 
leadership to suJ.t its purpos.es. L_ JComment: It. l:S easier to. · 
.seize control of. voting at a FUSS congress ·than. at· other cSalvadoran 
trade union .. congresse$ since Voting is baaed upon the ma.,jority position 
of the ·directors of each union, and 'no a.ccoimt is ta.kert of dissentin 
V • h'' • d'' 'du·. union oir-ectora.tes. 

·J,,;ibution •oa .r,nal parogr<1ph) 
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.. t .. he PCBS· w_as. det~rmitJ· _e_d t~ bring abo_1.,_t·t·h. e r_ emov. a.1 gf. • Ca,tlo_ s7 A~i­·Hi:d'illgo, th~n Secr.et;acy Oe.neraJ. of :rnss, and all his suppor.te~ • 

•. _ ' ~ .• I'I:. • s-o,on. l:iecQlne appa:tent thll.t t.ho i'avored'·\!.n~tf i'~le\. ;i.on 
A l,c,..,ij1.f40ftlWn of S~cretary General -of FUS~. }'l~,-Tulio, Cesar C .a. s t r o s~ ~~ -~fflninen~ member of ;lih.§: F'P~~~ ~Q "\"fonl-lEl'riy. S"ecret?cy deneral 

.,. ~ of FUSS, ~d • many speeches wereUMl1xl,Et' :i.n stipport of . his cancl:i.da.cy_. 
Nwil.erour,. s:peeche$ ,-rere rnade bj lesser 1.~a.d,.~.rs of F1JSS criticbinc; 
.Hid.a,lgp for la.ck of revol:ution,;1r,y d,:'(1'lmaE£i,O !or fa.Uure to 
protect FOSS interests; for failu~~~ \Sil~ori' ~a proposed_ general strike 
in .support of the National Opposition Union .(U~Ol fol-lo~-ing. th(? ,recent 
nationa.1 elei;:tions, and .for having urg~d: the fonna.tion at ·a. th.ird • • • 
Communist la:bor federation in an effort to undermine FUSS strength. 

.. (b)(1) 
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HidaJ.ga: c!efe"i1ded himself vigorously and arotised considerable sympathy amongthe 
Ta~~- and fiie me:m~~i:s ·:0¥ t~p_se attend in:!! th~. c~n~r.e~s ~ ~Ud~i20 '.s ... 
tna.J.n t:h'cr,,e was· th-at- ·pa11.t:1..c1am; should restrict their activities to the .. 

' ' • ··, 
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affairs of their political par.ties and that trade union leaders .should 
•• (ion.cent.rate bri labor ni~tte~s. He also m~ntained. that he is as good a 

Uarx.ist as :anyone .a.nd r'.e:fu~ed t~ be gi vei:i lessons in Marxist doctrine-. 

J. Hipoli.to ., .. c a 1 l e s , a member of the PCES and·· Secretary: 
General of th~ UTF, . the most itr,portant. of the .fU~S m~ber ~~C?n:3, di~ 

. n?t d?f~nd Hida.lg9~ • peraon;ally. C~_ll.es_ , ... h«;>w~y.~r ~ force-fullv JX:pressed 
h:i.s d:i.,sa.greement with PC.ES trade um.on ·polici.es, and tha U'l'.F abstained .. 
from··voting throughc:>ut· the FUSS Congre·ss. It was also significant that 

. • Jorge .Alberto • Q \l i j ,a n o , de facto_ leader of the Communist- • 
• • ... do:ninat.ed Federation of .li1orkers in the food, Clotbi.ng, l'ext;i.le and' 

. Similar Industi~es of El Salvadox< (FESTIAVSCES), did not attend the FUSS 
: C.ongress as a.n ob~ez:-ver ~ ·1 • • •.. I Co11unent: Qu:ijano, along l•ri. th Hidalgo, 
· .bas 'been the Ql)ject of continuing criti-cism f.romthe PCES· for the past 
, se-veral months·.) ' .. . ·· • ·, . • , '· ' . ,. • ·, • 

4·. ·The FUSS. Ccngress elected_ the following as.Jn_emb~~s ·of .the 
I-'edera.tiori 1 s n~w Directorate: 

~__.,_;. ·~· "'!"" -. ·---: .............. -·..:....,:;._,.. ___ ., ..... " ,., -.~!··- I'":'"'-:-~ 
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• 5;_ • After• the conclusion of the. FUSS Congress., the .UTF Director~te 
met and passed ·a res<:>lu t;i.Qn • forb:Ld!ling , the .FUSS Directorate to· hold . 
meetings iri UTF offices. 

·6.. (~b~ssy Comment: Hida,lgo and Castro hair~ been ,serving alte:r.nately. 
• ns ):''USS :-s~cretary · General for some tears;. • It' i,s ·interesting to note that 
Hidalgo in being suc~eeded by Castro this time did not move to another 
position in the FUSS Exe cu ti ,.-e· Board. ) • • . • 
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