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Elghth Congréss 'o'f'”the Ceﬁtmumst-"-

Salvadoran Tra4e Unlons (FUSS)

Bummary. At the Eighth Congress of the Communlst-domlnated

" Unifying Federation of Salvadoran Trade Unions (FUSS), held en 9 ~ 10

September 1972, the Communlst Party of El Salvador (PCES) seized

control of the proceedings and brought asbout change /in the Federation's:
Directorate to suit its purposes. Carlos Alberto AfHidalgo
strorgly criticized for lack of revolutlonarv dynfmigm and for having
failed adequgbely to protect IUSS interests; was oydted from his position
as Secretary General and replaced by Julio Lesar Last rnga{ﬂgellnag.J
Calles  , BSecretary Cenctal of £né Union of Raflroad

" Workers (UTF), the most important of the FUSS member urmions, supported.
Hidalgo's condemnation of PCES interference in FUSS alfairs; .and the

UTF abstained from voting throughout the Gongress. -After the conclusion
of the FUSS Conprcas, the UTF Directorate passed a resolution forbidding

the FUSS Directorate to hold meetings in UTF offlcers. End :Summany.

1. The Elghth Congross of the Communist-dominated FUSS took _
place on 9 - 10 September 1972, From the outset, it was clear that the
PCES, dissatisfied with recent FUSS policies and actlvitzes, had seized

ontrol of the Congress and would biing about changes in the Federation's
lemdershlp to suit its purposes. Comment: It is easier to.
.seize control of voting at a FUSS congress than at ‘other Salvadoran
trade union.congresses since voting ie based upon the majority position
of - the-directors of cach union, and no accoimt is taken of dissenting
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“the PCES was determined te bring about the removal.gf Carlos AL
H:Lda.lao, then Secretar*f leneral of FUSS, and all his support.ers.

" . Ib-smon becwne apparent thab the favored l&n@ﬁi&t& 1 e cks

; n of Secrctary General of I’Uui JI ulio Cesar Castro-
54 miwmt mmber of @i lé[‘ %) &g O P Cetrerary neneral
e~ of FUSS, and many speeches werelMide in suppor’t of his ecandidacy.
l\.wnerous speeches were made by lesser l“aoe s of FUSS eriticising
Hidalgo for laghk of revolutionary d*,'n & for failure to
prouect FUS8 interests, for failure \ﬂi}%‘;‘aor’o a proposed general strike
in support of the Hational Oppos.lt.uon Union (UNO) following. the. recent
nat.:.o'lal elections, and for having urgcd the formation of a.third - _
-Communist labor Tederatioh in an eIforL to undermine FUS3 strenpth
Hidalpgo defended himsel{ vigorouslj and arouised considerable sympathy amongthe

ratik and file members of those attendmg the congress. Hidaleo's.
fnain thdme was' that pnlzta.c::.ana should restrict their activities to thel

alfairs of their political parties and that trade union leaders .should
concentra.te on labor matters, He also mgintained that he is as geood a
'Marx:..,t as anyons and refused to be given lessons in Mamst doctmne.

3 FOREICH DISSHH

. 3. Hipolito *Calles , amember of the PCES and Secretary |
Gcneral of the UTF,. the most important of the FUSS member unions, did
_not. ‘defeénd Iﬁdalgo, ‘personally. Calles, howe\(er forcefullv expressed -
his disagreement with PCES trade union pol:Lc:Les s and the UTF abstamneg .
- from’ veting throughout the FUSS Congress. It was also significant that
. ‘Jorge Alberto Q tt ijano , de facto leader of the Comnunist- - .
- . dominated Tederation of Workers ;Ln the Food, Clothing, Textile and
 Similar Industries of . Salvador (I‘ESTIAVSCES), did not attend the FUSS .
. Congress as an obgerver. Comment: Quijano, along with Hidelgo, (b}(1)
- has been the object of cont:.nulng cmtimsm from the PCES for the past ' (b)(3)

i _;..,everal months.)

4. The FUSS Ccngress elected the follomng as mcmber..» of the
!«edcra’olon's new: Da.recuorate- : ¥
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Secretary Gene;-al - Jullo Ceoar Cas‘bro Bell, so

uecretary for Organization - Bernardo S s C ~a(__:|:.'w cam o
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. ,R\f ; F:Lrs'c. Secretary of Conihcts = Jose Cec:Lho farillos’
oy :
4 aecond Secretax-y of Confl:.cts ~ Jose Isabel "Turecios

perebary for Edu tlon, Press a.m Propaganda - Rafael
guinada Carranza W i

e&cretary for Securlty - Noe Ag u _:g.q‘_l a o
: 'f‘:- uecretary f or Youth Affalrs - Eduardo Hugo: &1
--_-, Wi M i

uucretary for I‘:Lnances - Andre:-:)(i e j i_.a/r(as,telloz\‘ :

'tecording, .:ecretary v Jose _Agtonio ; Mo.ral e, g tiendoza
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]:] Corunent' Of the: members of the above FUSS Directorate, the only
. persons of any’ prcminence in the Salvadoran labor movement are Castro
'BPlloso and Agumada Carranza, S - member_ of the P(_:ES Central

5. Ai‘ter the conclus:.on of tha FUSS Congr'ess, the UTI‘ D:Lrectorate
- met and passed a resolution forbiddlng the I‘USS Directorate to hold
4 meetings in UTF oi‘fa.ces. o

ne

(E‘mbassy Comment° H:Ldalgo and Castro have been semng alternat.ely

- " as l-‘UoS Secretary General for some years.. It is interesting to note that

PR g ' Hidalgo in being sueceeded by Castro this tlme did not move t.o a.nother s
A pos:l.t:.on in the FUSS Execut:.ve Boa.rd.) "
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