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THE GOVERNESS (May 13 and 17) ........................... Lesley Chapin 


THE GOVERNESS (May 15)....,,\O'... :.:~~;.r..................... Sandra Glover 
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MRS. GROSE (May 13 and.]1);..: ...................... Catherine Treadgold 
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The Prologue introduces a manuscript wntten long ago by a young,
impressionable woman who is governess to two young orphaned children. 

I 
Though the Governess is infatmlted with the children's guardian, her 
hopes are shattered by the instruction never to contact him or worry him 
about any matter whatsoever. 

THE JOURNEYI 
While traveling in a coach to meet. her cb"rges for the first time, the Gov­
erness reflects on her apprehensions aboUt"6eginning a new life, her sense 
of loss of her past, and the bittersweet attraction she feels for the children's 
guardian. 

THE WELCOME 
The Governess arrives at BlyHouse and 'is greeted by the housekeeper, 
Mrs. Grose and the two charming children, Miles and Flora. The warmth 
of their welcome eases her anXiety. . ..... 

THE LEITER 
A letter arrives dismissing Miles permanently from his school. The Gov­
erness is at first greatly disturbed and imagines the worst, but the inno­
cence of the children reassures her and she resolves to keep the matter 
from their guardian. 

THE TOWER 	 r , ,. ", 

A late walk through the grounds ofBly ~OOientari1y allays the Governess' 
~~bI.~ thou81!ts about the guardim.:and·tlW l~tter. Her peace is disturbed 
When amystenous man appears on one of the house's turrets,and then 
~~xplainably vanishes. 	 I ".',~' ': 

THE WINDOW 
The,figure she saw on the tower appears once again outside a window and 
the frightened Governess questions Mrs. Grose. The distressed house­
keeper tells the story of the former yaletlIM governess of the house. Peter 
Quint and Miss Jesse!. Mrs. Grose shudders at the memory of Quint's 
tnalevolent influence over the house. the children, and Miss Jessel, weep­
ing at the memory of Miss Jessel's pathetic death. To her horror, the 
Qoverness learns that Quint has a1~ died~ leading her to the conclusion 
that the valet has returned to possess Miles. 

THE LESSONt 	 During a simple Latin exercise Miles drifts into a sad. unnervingly 
ambiguous song on the word "malo"-bad;1 THE LAKE 

i' 

The Governess takes Flora on a outing near a lake on the estate. A silent, 
veiled woman appears whom the Governess believes to be the ghost of 
Miss Jessel. 

"'In partialfulfillment for the degree ofMaster ofFine Arts , , •~; ~ '.:,! 



AT NIGHT 
As if in a dream, Quint and Miss Jessel call out to the children. After a 
frantic search, the Governess apd Mrs. Orose find the children wandering 
in the night. 

c:.A-'7S II, q~8' l' L~I'1I) INTERMl~S'/ON ___,_~-""""';'"""~-:--_ 
: .;. ~~ 1\ ~~9 ..j.,. (lt0 / ) 

COLLOQUY AND SOULOQUY . 
The Governess wanders through the house seeking out the source of her 

fears. The ghosts appear and speak of th.eir desire to possess the children, 

proclaiming "the ceremony ofinnocenreis drowned." Her dread con­

finned, the Governess struggles with her labyrinthine terror. 


THE BELLS ...;" 
The troubled Governess is'~~rie4 from ~ering church by Miles, who 
questions her about his school\ng. The q(,lVerneSs avoids answering him 
directly, prompting the boy to,GIIallenge her to write to their guardian. 

MISS JESSEL ,~:" . 

Unable to attend church witb':ih~ children, the Governess rushes to Bly 

only to fmd Miss Jessel dii'flirig 'thtougii'~er ,apartments. At her wits' end, 

the Governess breaks doWIi ancJwrites 'to ihe guardian. 


." ; .'1 ",: 1, 

THE BEDROOM'~..:Y_ 
Finding Miles not yet in bed, the Governess questions him about his 
behavior. Receiving no respoIlS6; she confesses that she has written the 
boy's guardian. . .;~,l' -: !;J t',: 	 ,-, 
. 	 ••.,~!.~l~ ~:r:t· ... ~ 

QUlNI':.", rl t·-, 

Seemi?gldYkunder Quint's iI}1lu€?riR~' 1aj~s steals the letter from the qov,-. 

erness es. 
 ~.: :~L .... w7l -j ;,f 

THE PIANO 	 :"1 ,j ;:,: 

Whi~e distracting the Governess wi,th tys piano playing, Miles allows Flora 

to slip away unattended. ,,' ~ ,., 


,,)1 .,.;~:" ,.,' , 


FLORA ' !., .' ~:;, .,.•, 


Mrs. Grose and the Governess catoh uP:With Flora at the shore of the lake" 

The Governess drives Flora intQ;,bysteria trying to compel the child into 

acknowledging the presence (If,Mis$ilessel. Mrs. Grose, who does not 

see any ghost, whisks the weeping Flora away. 


MILES 
Alone in the house with Miles, the Governess interrogates the boy about 

the missing letter. Quint appears and the Governess forces Miles to cry 

out the tonnentor's name. The ghost disappears leaving the Governess 

with a momentary sense of victory-a triumph that is shattered by one last 

devastating failure. 


J J 

DIRECTOR'S NOTES 

Oscar Wilde once wrote of The Turn ofthe Screw, "It is a most won­
derful, lurid, poisonous little tale." Unquestionably one of the most cele­
brated works of suspense and subtle terror in English prose, Henry James' 
novella has spawned a wildly divergent bOdy of criticism and interpreta­

] tion. On one level it is a simple ghost story, on another it is a darkly com­
plex journey through paranoia and neurotic hallucination In approaching 1 	 the story one must grapple with the question of whether the ghosts of 
Quint and Jessel are a real, tangible evil or merely a manifestation of the 
Governess' deteriorating mental. state.. James' ambiguous answer to this 
dilemma is what creates the power of his ~tive. 

In adapting this multi-leveled plot for the operatic stage, Benjamin 
Britten and his librettist Myfan'wy Piper had to deal with James' literary 
device of the unreliable narrator, in thisc~ethe Governess. In allowing 
the ghosts to sing it might apPear that Piper:and Britten's intent is to show 
them as the real instigators of a haunting. But Piper wisely retains the idea 
of a prologue from the novella,«tus di~~ancing the observer, and then 
immediately presents the Governes~ jn ~&omoquy that introduces doubt as 
to her emotional stability. Britfuij,)oo,tetainS some of James' ambiguity 
by implanting musical motifs related to the ghosts into the Governess' 
utterences long before Quint and Jessel become factors in the drama. 

"'fC' (La 	.f·,: 
'The characterizations in Piper's libretto are finely drawn. The Gov­

erness' fragile state of mind is delineated by frequent, sudden shifts from 
expansively elegiac phrases to terse neurotic outbursts. Mrs. Grose's 
lower-class earthiness comes out io l1~r long stretches of prattle. Miles and 
Flora are often seen singing simpUfc1Ultiren'g songs and mnemonic pat­
terns-an affectation that is given ominous significance by the ghosts' 
penchant for expressing themselves in rhyme. 

, ."' .-~'f 'ri' .. , 
The score itself is masterfuf.Britten's use of a chamber orchestra, 

with its open, detailed sound underscores the sense of remoteness and 
alienation that lies at the core of the plot. The structural use of "theme and 
variation" in the interludes linking>$ce'nesmusically "turns the screw" of 
the plot tighter and tighter as eachof1he acts build toward its shattering 
climax. While not the most faithfuH>peratic adaptation of literature, 
Britten's The Turn of the Screw i&iiooe of the most dramatically 
compelling. 

\'\ 	 . r:: ~d~ 
Theodore Deacon :~J : J '''~;'; 

~ J:_'J ! .-~ "J. <: 
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STAFF FOR THE TURN OF THE SCREW 

STAGE MANAGER ...................................................... KimLee 

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR. ...... . .. ... ... ..... ... .. . .. . . . . .. . .. Malcolm Brown 


OPERA COACH ................................................... Lisa Bergman 


ASSISTANT CONDUCTOR ................................... Laurent Philippe 


ASSISTANT LIGHTING DESIGNER ................. Laura Louise Schnyder 


PROJECTION DESIGN .............................................. Laura Hibbs 


REPETITEUR ..................................................... Kevin Johnson 


DIRECTOR'S ASSISTANT. ..... ...... ... . . ... ... ... ......... ... Debora Batista 


MASTER ELECfRlCIANS ..........•.............. Barret Scott. Scott Allison 


ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER....... ... ..•. ............... .... Betsy Berger 


LIGHT BOARD OPERATOR.......................... .. . ... ........ Eric Weber 


RUNNING CREW: Nancy Vordahl. Kenye North. Tanya Lukshin. 

Steffani Jesus. Anne Purcell. Sandra Ruckdeschel. Birgit Obrietan. 
Tiffany Scarvie. Gina Mangels. Erin Gehner. Heather Massman. Eric 
Weber. Duk-Young Kim 
SET CONSTRUCTION CREW:" Alan Weldin. Al SaIm. Bob Boehler. 
Barry Hendrix. Malcolm Brown .. .adwa,rd Cage. Pogey Weldin 

.1' ,t ' 

COSTUME CONSTRUCTION CREW:, Imelda Daranciang. Rebecca E. 
Kaufman. Cynthia Abbot. Judy Newland. Sally Knight. and the students 
of DRAMA lOt and 211 
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OPERA ORCHESTRA 
Peter E~. C?I1.ductor 

VIOLINl &S.S. BASSOON 
Sunny Lee David Ernst Francine Peterson 
Andrew Yeung 
VIOLlNIl 
Anne-Marie Hoffinan 
JeffYang 

Pat Pulliam 

FLUTE 
Andrea Mogil 

OBOEIENGLlSHHORN 

H1J.B/:l.
Jacqueline Sue Faissal 

HARE 
Margaret Morita 

YlQL4 
HaiyingLi 
Jutta Claassen 

CELW 
Parke Burgess 
Gretchen Yanover 

Susan Worden 
CLARlNETI . :.. .' 

BASS CURIN.ET 
Joel BadloSa;' 

(May I1J& 17) 
Marvin Western 

PlANO/CELESTA 
Kevin Johnson 

PERCUSSION 
DanOie 

(May IS) 
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STAFF FOR THE SCHOOLS OF MUSIC AND DRAMA 

PRODUCTION MANAGER....................................... Anne Stewart 


HEAD. DESIGN AND TECHNICAL PRODUCTION............ Bill Forrester 

FACULTY TECHNICAL DIRECTOR ........................... Jay O. Glerum 


LIGHTING ADVISOR ............................................ " Rick Paulsen 


COSTUME ADVISOR ........................................ Sarah Nash Gates 


PUBLICIST ...................................................... Shantha Benegal 


SCENE SHOP SUPERVISOR ...................................... Alan Weldin 


SCENE SHOP CARPENTER .................................. Malcolm Brown 

PROPERTY MASTER ............................................ Alex Danilchik 


COSTUME SHOP SUPERVISOR ................................. Jim Wauford 


WARDROBE SUPERVISOR ..................................... Josie Gardner 


POSTER DESIGN ............................................. ~ .. Skot O'Mahony 


PROGRAM DESIGN ............ ;.. ! .............................. Claire Peterson 

PROGRAM PR INTIN G ........................ UW Copy Duplicating Services 


TIC K E T S ................................. :; ............... UW Arts Ticket Office 


MEANY HALL STAFF .......... : .•. Johripoulson. Dave Saxton. Pete Zink. 

Nancy HaUtala-Balter. Donna Popky (GSA) 
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