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Addressed as: 
r1 r. t•li.nis te r 

Col. Jose Garcia. is 
one of the most popular 
and intelligent officers 
in the Salvadoran Army 
and has a reputation for 
integrity. A moderate, 
he was considered by the 
military as a possible 
successor to President 

EL SALVADOR 

A.rtu,ro Molina in 19771 in the long run, however, 
they decided on Carlos Romero, who was the success­
ful candidate in an election 

~-=~~~~~~~=-~~~ 

'----~_J Throughout the summer and early fall of 1979 

.
GarcJ.a may have beeR involved in several Plots to 

[overthrow Romero! : : ~ 

' lhA wae 
'-------------------~--~ ---
mander of the Department of San Vicente, a position 
he had held since July 1978. I I 

Garcta .. is. ant 1.·· .. ··.-.c. o ... m:u:·· .. :·.s·t· .. :nd . f······r·· i.·.end·····l·· .. · .. :·.. t.ow. a .... ·:· d the United States. I ~ 
he is sympathetic t,.,.o""w""a""r"": .--.;, ""··.~"'eo--To,...c".· 'h;;-;:u .. ·. m"", a~. n;;:-•... -. r..-l.rg"'•"",. CJ;:t~s-. •p::..o::Y,.-:=._:::---~ 
icy.o Local politicians conside<r him one of the few 
officers who are seriously concerned about human 
rights in El Sa.lvador; in the past he has used his 
influence to release illegally held prisoners. I I 

After enlisting in 1956; Garcia rose rapidly 
through the ranks. He attended the ~iar College in 
~1exico during 1966-70 and took an orie.n.tation tour 
of the Panar1ta Canal zone in 1963.. burlng 1974 ... 77 he 
was president of the National Telephone Company. 
Ga.rct.a is married t.o the former Martha del Carmen 
Rodriguez and has four daughters. He will he 47 on 
23 June. 
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