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CHAPTER I

DO THEY KNOW MY COUNTRY <7

I could very well remember -- it had been
raininge.e.

Burmese rain and a rough one at that., The
skies had opened up, huge drops were hurled down, then
flung rudely into ocur faces by the ruthless wind.
Drops aof crystal clear rain, but what wrath they had!
Thq‘bit us and stung us, rapped our cheeks and lash~
ed our bodies, The wind roared and hissed, pushed and
snarleds

We were forcing our way through the rain-
storm. The water in the fields was knee deep and the m
mud sucked arcund our ankles, Sometimes we slipped
and fell'. No time te laugh. Not even a curse. Simply
gat to our feet again, then continued.

Once, my khemaukl blew off, My comrade dashdd
after it and brought it back far me.

"Blast the rain "

"What did you say ?" My comrade did not
hear, The wind was howling.,

"Nothing," I yelled back, "How far we:'ve
got to go still 7%

“We're almost there."

Well,it was a relief to get such an answer.
I would be anly toec glad to rest,

About ten miles awgy from us, on the -
Rangoon-Mandalay road, some officers of the govern—
ment army would be hurrying their way in automebiles,
dry and warm. Perhaps they would be smoking American

cigarettes. A few days ago, maybe they had shot down I
some villagers. A few days hence, they would be draw-
ing their salaries in big lumps.

Apart from my khamauk, I had on me a thin
shirt and an age old silk longyi% I vwas walking in

the rain but without any mackintosh. Na rubbers. No
shoes. Any way, thej would not be of any use in that
district even if we could afford them. No waterprocf,
no umbrella can keep a person dry in the Burmese
rains, especially if he is walking in an open field
for a distance not less than five or six miles. Espe-
cially, if he is wading through fields where water
lies knee-deep.

Haowever, if I permit truth to triumph over
modesty, I must say I was proud of my suite. Two
siwits I had, one was light, the other warm. Outdoors
during the day I would put on my thin pair of clothes.
In these I would be walking in the rain, wading rivers,
squatting on the mud. When we camp for the night, I =&
would change inte warm clothes, squeeze the water out
from the wet ones and hang them up on bambeo rafters.
By dawn,they would be dry. Sc change clothes again,
wrap the warm clothes im rubber sheets, shove them
#4intd the haversack, then come-rain,-come-weather, we

would wend our way again. It was very practical amd
convenient. Not every comrade had suche To add to the
Juxury, I even possessed a pair of worn out woallen
stockings to yam my feet at night.

But 'enday‘r s rain was horrible. My comrade
was anxious,

*Our bocks will be soaked in the rain," he
said, "the rain is sc heavy!"

"I don“t think sg," I assured him, "I wrap-
ped them in elothes, then on rubber, And the bag it-
self is of same help?

In rains like this, boocks worry us mosti I
was carrying all our luggage, his and mine, Our clotk-
occupy only half the sack, the other half was taken
up by note-books, files and pamphlets., Between us, we
had only one weapon, a sten-gun, and this, my friend
carried.,

My comrade. He was just a boy of seventeen,
sen of a farm labourer. When he joined us, he could
hardly read or write. Now withia 2 year he had greatly
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progressed. His squad leader tock an interest not
only in his military training but also in his letters,
so that he could now read weekly news-=bulletin pub-
lished by the District Party Committee. He was ignore-
nt before, but feudal oppression had kindled in him
the art of hate., For all his family’s sufferings he
hated everything that dee=ée did not suit his liking,
But, in this respect as well he had advanced. Before,
he hated all“white-faces'*, Now, he had understoad
that he belonged to the same camp and the same cause
as that of a British worker or a Japanese peasant,
Before, he sang songs about Burma’s conquest over Siam
and Assam. Now his sangs became the cnes directed
against Imperialism and Feudalism.

A lock of hair had escaped from his fore—
heed cap and dangled on his forehead, He never wore
a frown even in this terrible storm., He just kept
plodding on: tdme and again, he would offer to help
carry my haversack.,

"Be careful, we:'ll now cross a stream," he
warned’s It was his locality and he knew every bit of
it,as well as he knew the palm of his hand.

I locked forward., I could differentiate
nothing, All I saw was water .... all water.

“We must make for that ILmu tree. The straam
is shallow there."

The Lmu tree was waving its branches under
the forece of the monsoon wind. If it had not been faor
my comrade, I ceuld not have known that there was a
stream, even at that point. The stream had overflowed
coming to a level with the flooded fields,

My friend went down first, holding the sten-
gan over his head. The water came up to his necki, Thmn
te his brows. He did not swim but walked', Tv.ao steps or
maybe three, He emerged on the other bank'.

"You can make iit; The water will be Just
your neck- level,"

I released the haversack from my back amd
holding it Migh, descended into the slippery stream.
The deepest part covered my lips, then I was on the
other side.

10

"There’s Po Tin’s mut!" My young comrade
pointed out towards the east. A lonesome hut emongst
the acres and acres of fields greeted our gaze. That
was to be our camp for the night... :

Mrs. Po Tin op let me call her Ma Aye (becem
use the Burmese wives do not take the names of their
husbands) greeted us with a hearty smile for me and
a "Hey kiddy!" for my comrade. She had only a skirt
on her but had loosened it down ta her waist to feed
her baby. For modesty’s sake, she pulled the skirt up
over the other vacant breast when I entered'. Her skin
was tanned dark brown by the tropical sun and she
looked thirtp~five although, I found out later, she =
was only twenty-four.

She knew my comrade well, Everybody around
th.at part knew him. He never was a gueat, but ome of
the household in every home.

“Sorry I couldn:"t get up,‘she pointed with
her chin towards the babe,then added, "kiddy, try and
make your comrade at home. For you,you are not a guest!
Next, she spoke to me, "Comrade, we have some dry clo-
thes/there'. You may change. You can consider this as
your own house.”

"Thanks, but I suppese our clothes are dry
in here," I showed her my wet haversack.

No questions. Mo formalities, It was some-
thing like members of a family coming home after a dgy's
wark, If we had been members of the government army
we would not have found Ma Aye there., She would have
fled long before we had crossed the stream.

The peasants in the fields knmow who we aee
and what we are doing. We are doing our duty and they
know theirs. We are fighting om the battleSis3#s: they
are battling in their fields. For a common cause, far
freedom, peace and prosperity. On the same road. We
call one another "comrades". Even amongst themselves
peasants address on another as“comrades*®., Sometimes,
as is won:’t in Burmese society, we pay respect ta
leading or elderly persons by addressing them as
“Comrades Senior."

When Po Tin returned, Ma Aye had already
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placed another rice-pot of rice on the stove.lMeanwhile
we sat down to tea amd discussed some problems,

Pa Tin was the vice-president of the People’s
Administrative Committee in his village. He was alse
the secretary of the village peasantsi’ union.After we
had spent a few minutes on his village plans for land
distribution, he became persona#,

"I don’t think I ever saw_you before,"

“No, I am new around here."

"Where are you from ? From Rangoen 7" i

I smiled and puffed awey at the crude Burmese |
cheroot. Po Tin laughed:.

"I am sorry, but ome gets inquisitive at r
times."

We always change our nemes, It is safe. We
never desire to tell where we come from or where we

are going to. Everything has to be neat. Revolution- i

==

ary fighters for the downtrodden people have ta be
prepered in every respect against the enemy who has
better arms and better eguipmemta facilities. i
The dinner was wonderful. Rice and small fish
well cocked by the housewife. She waited on us while
we ate and politely refused our invitation to join us.
New and again she would go into the room to rock the
hanging cradle, ; '
“Baby shouldni’t sleep now. She would be giv- |
ing you trouble in the night," Po Tin tald her, i
Somebody ceme in. He was a courier from the |
7th battalion of the Peoples's Liberation Army. The
housewife greeted him and asked him to join in at i
dinner, ‘
"No, you change clothes £f first, Youw'll x
catech cold," she said.
"No,thanks Elder Sister, but I have no time;"
“Well then, pep in and eat. The rice is hot
yet."
Dripping wet,the courier took a plate and
Joined us, Sometimes he betrayed a shiver. The house-
wife came over and took away an empty bowl. She brought
it back later full with fish curry.
"I think I saw you at 7F," the courier said

/L "Yes, we stopped there for lunch. You still

have to continue ?"

"Yes, I must go to 5B. Urgent duty."

After dinner, he washed his own plates,slung
on his rifle, thanked the hosts and went ocut. At the
door, he turned round again.

"So long, comrades !* He gawe a sharp salute
then disappeared.

It had stopped raining and the water had rxee
seeded receded, but the wind was cold. If it had been
raining, it would be better but now it must be terri-
bly cold for him.

“That comrade, he should have changed his
clothes,"Po Tin was having the assame thoughts. "Its
a tough fight we are struggling. Isn't it,comrade?"”

I nodded and tried to finish my dinner. I
heard Ma Aye.

"But afterwards, Peace and Happiness," she
said in a voice little more than a whisper.

Although I was dead tired I could not sleep
till late in the night. I lay on my back, with an arm
over my brow thinking about the advantages and dis-
advantages of organisation im a village I had studied
three days ago. From afar, faint reports of bren-guns
rang. There mast be some fighting going on. Perhaps
the patrols had clashed'eeoe

The house in which we had taken shelter
was very small, It was a field-hut, about 14 feet by
20, divided into three partitions. A kitchen, a roam
for the couple and the front room. The last named ¢
served as a prayer room, dining roam, sitting room
and also as bedroom for the guests. The hut had bame
boe walls, bamboe floorings and thatched roof. Attach-

. ed to the northern side of the house wa8 the cowshed
where a pair of oxen were kept and as the wind waved
around, the smell of dung and hay enveloped us.
Through the cracks in the bamboo wells and floorings,
the cold gust of air kept creeping in.Once the child
woke up and cried, The mother got up, grumbling sleep-
ily and walked towards the cradle, the whole hut rock-




ing and screaming beneath her steps.

The husband snored soundly. He had had a
very busy day perhaps. The peasants work very hard.
Theey turn waste forests inte fields. They transform
barepem lands into acres of gold. And yet, what a
miserable life they had led ! :

This year Po Tin will mot pay "rent" to the
landlord. Every grain for which he toiled would be
his, Next year he will improve his mt, Five years
after the victory, well ... he who is free to mould
his owvn future can expect anything. No level is too
high for him.

; I turned round soTtly and locked at my comé
rade. That lock of hair still dangled on his forehead.
I pulled up the blanket and tucked his arms #n. Then
I decided to sleep. E

*Comrade,"” he whispered'. He was aw=ke.

"Yes 7% I repliede _

"Da you think they know 7" he said bluntly |
witheut any introduction, but added,"We are struggling |
here, suffering all hardships, overceming difﬁcultioe',';
fighting, organising, dying £#§ for freedom and peace,
We have liberated larges areas of }em& the country, 1
we have set up people’’s governments and are distribtut- I
ing land's Da you think the people outside Burma know g !
about this ? Do they know, cemrade 7"

The sleepy mother was humming a lulilaby |
‘but the child was still sobbing. The bamboos creaked |
esthe-eradd: as the cradle swuang to and fro. {

‘ss.odo they know, comrade, do they know ?

. world and we know whom we got to blame for all these,

CHAPTER II

INTRODUCING BURMA.oo

e

Qiidemetisnibmmsily Durms, W beautiful land of
peacocks and gold, is very little known to the outside
world.

During my stay in Europe, in a large city, a
friendly lady asked me whether I hailed from Korea. I
laughed and told her that I was from Burma upon which
she again queried where my country lay. My European :
friend was utterly astounded by her ignorance but for me
it was nothing extrzordinary. I went on to explain to her
the geographical position of my land.

Yes, we Burmese are aware of the fact that
our country is so very little known to the outside

We understand also that once we are liberated from the
yoke of feudalism and colonialism, we shall be able to
come forth and join hands with the people of the entire
world.

Innumerable walls that once separated Burma
from other lands are today being blown up by the force
of the People ‘s Democratic Revolution. The determined s®
struggle of the people of Burma are being heard all
over the world. Our Burma (and yours as well) has march-
ed forward. And for this reason alcne,if not for any a
other, the struggle of this country should be studied
and be given the attention it truely deserves.

Of course, compared to bigger countries and
thickly populated lands, we must say that Burma is
quite a small country. However, Burma has a population
of 16,823,798 according té a census taken ten years ago
in 1941, This may be compared to the population of
Czechoslovekig (12,003,000) or to the population of
Canada (12,307,000),

In size, Burma has an extensive area of 261,610
sq. miles, that is, roughly the size of France and Eng-
land put together. To gime another comparison, the area

B
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of Bulgaria, Rumania, Albania and Yugoslavia would even
need a large portion of Austria to make up the size
of Burma.

This country owes one of her greatest importange
to the strategical position it holds in South East Asia.
Towards the south, she has a very ling coastline edging
into the Indian Ocean. She has common frontiers with
Pakistan, India, China, Indo-China(Laos) and Thailand.
Overland traffic, though difficult in some cases, is pos—
sible to all these countries, the most important routes
being the famous Burma Road and the Ledo (or the Stilwell)
Road both leading to Kunming in ghina and, in the south,
the Burma-Thailand Railway.

Now that China is m ln.berated that Laos #
and Viet—Nam are shaking off the fetters of colonial
rule, Burma‘s position has become all the more important
in that it is now the immediate neighbour to: the free %
world stretching from Leipzig and Prague in the west
to Vladivostok and Peking in the east; from Arctic Ocean
in the north to Semarkand and Canton in the south. Here
of course, is the reason why the United States RfmmXx
government feels very much uneasy about the frontiers
and events in Burma,

Moreover, if one would Zeek study the position
of this country on a still larger map, another strategi-
cal pesitiern importance could also be noted. Make a list
of the countries bordering the Indian Ocean, On one side |
we will find the Union of South Africa, other British
colonial possessions, the Sudan Egypt, the Arabian :
Peninsula and the entire Middle East, then India, Pakis- |
tan and Ceylon. On the other side we will find Burma,
Siam, Malaya, Indonesia and Australia. This is what the
Imperial General Staff call the "gréat strategical i
triangle of the Indian Ocean". The militarists of Britain
considering Buima as an integral part of this Triangle ,

are very much concerned about the liberation struggle
of the Burmese peoples, Their anxiety mounts every time
the people ‘s forces gain an upper hand in Burma and

thus they keep stressing the importance of the "Indian
Ocean Triangle", It is their view that "each base depends
on the other: if one goes, the entire system is imper?-
illedg®. :
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And it is not only this strategical position
of Burma to which Imperialism is. so greatly drawn. The
country also possesses great natural wealth and to men-
tion, but the main resources:-

First of all, we have rice., Burma produces
7,785,000 tons of rice every year, thus occupying the
fourth position among the world ‘s rice producing coun-
tries, i.es,after China, India and Japan. But amongst tk
the world’s rice-exporting countries, she takes the first
place followed by Siam, Indo~China and Korea.

Burma also grows beans, millet, sugarcane,
sessamum, groundnuts and cotton. Pre-war cotton acreage
varied from 300,000 to 550,000 acres, but have greatly 4
declined, About this, J.R.Andrus, former Professor +s
of Economics in the University of Rangoon, wrote in his
bock, "Burmese Economic Life" :-

"There is no apparent reason why Burma could
not produce cotton of a much better quality. The preduc-
tion of very high quality, long stapled cotton in dry £%
climates like Egypt and California suggests that the
possibility of 8cientific egriculturg¢, including intenes
sive fertilization and suitable irrigation, may enable
Burma to compete in the high quality cotton market".

apparent To Professor Andrus the reason may not be
eieez. For the cotton kings of the world, it is clear
enough. :

Though not very much there is also rubber in
Burma¢s Im 1941, the country ‘s praduce valued over nine
and a half million ru.pee:a1

After agriculture, we shall hese=ts take up
forestry.. Large areas of Burma are covered by waluable
forests, the most important produce being the famous
Burma Teak? In the years following the secongd world
war, about seventy~five per cent of the world’s teak was
produced by this country alone., Experts believe: that an
anmual output of over 400,000 tons ean be maintained
indefinitely. There are also other hardwoods ——-
Pyinkado, In-Kanyin, Padauk, Thitys-Ingyin, Pyinma®and
others, producing annmually another 500,000 tons.

Also where minerals are concerned, Burma’s
riches had enticed bloodsuckers from all parts of the
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world. First en the list-— she posasesses petroleum and #
in this she ranked high among the British Empire countey
countries before %ﬁiov:’aro In 1940 she produced over two
hundred and seventy,imperial gallons which were ex-
ploited at Kysukpyu, Magwe, Minbu, Thayetmyo, Indaw and
Pak¥okku districts. Petroleum has also been detected in
other districts but the monopolists had better reasons
for not opening up more fields in the country.

Then Burma occupies second place in the worlds
production of tungsten. Some times ago, coal was pro-
duced from 2 promising mine in the Mergui district but
"operations were discontinued for an unknown reason".

Not only this but alsa jade, rubies, sapphires
and other precious stones. Dr. Coggin Brown of the Geo-
logical Survey of India wrote that the better classes
of rubies and spinels from Burma were "of incomparable
beautyoce... and easily the best specimens found any-
where in the world”. x 4

In addition to these, Burma happens to be rich
also in tin, lead, zinc and other "atomic raw materials"
— uranium and thorium. : ey

Such are the riches found in golden Burma: but
it is also necessary to know a few things about the
peoples to whom these treasures belong.

Please look at the map of Burma, For easy read-
ing's sake, I shall roughly divide the country under four
headings:-

(1) The coastsal strips of Arakan and Tenass~
erim,

(2) The three mountain ranges, viz., the
Arakan Yomas, Pegu Yomas, and the Tenasserim Yomas.

(3) The valleys ef—ihe and deltas of the
Irrawaddy and the Sittang rivers.

(4) The Northern Hills and the Shan Plateau..

Of course, these are neither geomorphological
units nor administrative zones, but for the moment, to
understand the liberation struggle of our peoples, these
divisions, I hope, would suit the purpose.

The valleys and deltas of the Irrawaddy and
the Sittang together with the coastal strips of the
Arskan and Tenasserim constitute the most densely popu-
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lated, the most politically advanced parts of the whole
country. These lands have three mountain ranges running
througl'ﬁhem from north to south, forming the back-bones
of the respective regions and these ranges have all
along served as the bases of the people ‘s uprisings
throughout their history, the most outstanding periods
being dimring the » Peasant Revolt of 1930, the Anti-
Fascist Guerilla War and the present People ‘s Democratic
Rewolution.

The Northern Hills Region anfl the Shan Plateau
bordering India, Pakistan, China and Indo-China are
sparsely populated and lesser developed in political
levels, However the people axw here are the most oppress-
ed, most down trodden and in many places, the most prim- |
itive forms of tribal rule exists, Here the feudal lords
reign supreme, no democracy of the peoplgzgl1 the slight-
est sense, exists,

4+ e In general, the inhabitants of Burma are desesn
adescendants o# different Mongolian tribes, which migratdd
at a remote period from western China and Tibet. Out
of a total of about 17 millions, the Burmese constitute
about 11 millions according to the 1941 census.

The Burmese language is a monosyllabic,aggia~
timediwe language more allied to #he-B Chinese than to
the Indian languages. The dialects and languages belong-
ing to the Burmese group are quite distinct from those
spoken by the Shans, Kachins, Karens and other hill
peoples, "

Although the language is closer allied to 1
Chinese, the Burmese adopted alphabets borrowed from the
rock-cut Pali of India. Likewise there are traces of
Indian influences side by side with Chinese, mingled in
Burmese culture. The dominant religion in Butma is also
Buddhism and through its monastic system, had directed
the lives of the peoples for some 2000 years,

But here, I am unable to discuss anthrpology,
philology or the cultural history of our country. Neither f
am I able to descgg_e the beauty of our lands or the
hospitable and generous hearts of our psoples., I shall
confine myself only to the struggle ofog country for
its freedom, democracy and peace. Only at this task I




must set myself: for the time being no other approach
to our motherland is more important or necessary.

Some people say, "Burma is a land of Pagodas".
Others describe her as the land of peacocks. Many other
descriptions also exist, such as, land of smiles, land
of flowers, land of gold, etc. :

I will not say these descriptions are entirely
wrong or misleading, but it would be imperfect &f we for- !
get that Burma is alsc a lamd of heroic peoples struggl- |
ing to win their freedom from the clutches of the
feudal landlords and imperialist warnoﬁgers. v

Dear reader, that is all what this humble
boak intends to inform you —— to inform you while many
young patriots are giving up their lives among the gold-
en paddy fields of our motherlandeceee

: ' CHAPTER III
;i

)

INVASION AND RESISTANCE

The British Imperialists waged three wars
against our country mmm in the later years of the
last century and swallowed up our country in three
gulps. ‘ %

The first war started from 1823 to 1826.
The Burmese put up a stout defence ¥ and especiallp
under the comm and °of General Maha Bandoola, held
the invaders for quite a long time: The English
used Indian troops against the Burmese defenders.
They thought that the war against these people
wauld be quite an easy affair, but they found them-
selve-s mistaken. The Barme ’swfzhey had to admit, °
were har@,xﬂ{ mobile and . In physi¢, coure=
age and initiative, they were much better than the*-
invaders. But'the English side was better trained,
better armed and had a reliable supply line. With
superior weapons these piratical gangs mazsaxRyes
e were able to seize footholds in the equntry.

And yet the Burmese fought courageously, L owing tH
that they were against all odds: they fought

arnd died defending every bit of their land. English
men who saw action in those days recorded how the
defenders; scorning- surrender}would‘die fighting witl|
the swords in their hands: they wrote with repentenc::
for the dirty invasion they waged that it was not
war, but mere massacre. Maha Bandoola himself, r#tK
rather than live and suffer-from shame of defeat-*
and glavery, purposely courted death and died a
hero.After heavy losses aon our part, and theirs as
well, the Yandabo Treaty dictated by the invaders
had to be accepted. By this treaty #M¥ Arakan, Mergm:
Tavoy and Ye immbctmchexesiwixtmc®r /that is; the

two coastal strips/ had to be ceded to Britain.

In the second war in 1852, the province
of Pegu, including Prome was seized by the invaders.




The Third Jar was in 1885-86. On November 28th 1885,
the last of the Burmese monarchs, the young Xing
Thibaw was taken into captivity.

* The Third War baffled the invaders. They
declar.ed war on Upper Burma and advanced up the Zrg
Ircawaddy river, but to their surprise, they met
hardly any opposition. There was a little fight at
the frontier fort of Minhla but beyond that, there
was nofMiffgz7 resistance. The way was surprisingly
open and Mandalsay, the capital, fell without a shot,
King Thibaw, the young incapable king was taken prie
soner. ‘ .

In general, the country was surprisingly
peaceful. Probably, the Burmese thought that the
invaders would soon retire and that a new king would
come to the throne. However when the English tried
to make their rule felt and started disturbing the

daily 1life of the people; the ¢alm ceased. The Burmese

had always been a freedom loving people and when it
bécame clear that they were being transformed into
slaves of another foreign nation, they started orgam-
ising resistance. The whole"country arose, fram *--
Bhamo to Minhla, from the Shan Pltteaus to the Chin
mountains. ’ 4

Hr. Fielding Hall, who had seen action
in those days, wrote in his book, "The Soul-of a
People" , - -

"Cur authoritp was confined to the range
of our guns. Our-forts were-attacked, our convoys
ambushed, our steesmers fired- into on the rivers. T¥#
There was no safety for an zZnglishman or a native of
India, save within the lines of our- troops and it was
soan”felt that our troops were toa few to cdpe with’
the danger. To overthrow King Thibaw was easy, to sy
subdue the people a very different’thing..:"

Yes, to’oveethrow a king was cne thing,
to defeat the people was another. The:people had
gained but litt?.e under the feudal monarch, but they
were not inclined in the least t6 lay themselves down
to foreign rule. Precisely, the resistance of 1886-
1898 was the resistance of the people: in fact, the

NS

feudal lords and the governors who had oppressed
the people all along switched over to the side of
the foreign invaders and collaborated with them to
subdue the entire country. ’ _

However,patriots led the people in the xth
stubborn resistance and in XZ#8/ 1886, the whole xx®m
country 7including the lower zones which the British
had held for so long, was up and the invaders had to
bring in more troops and military police-from India.

XIXX Defying guns and shells and other
modern weapons, the Burmese patriots, armed only with
f£lint locks and soft iron swords attacked the
foreign armies. They were not members of regular
armies, mamyxe nearly all of them came direct from
the ploughs. And yet they fought, and many a times,
they fought well,throwing the enemy intod confusion.
As Mr. Hall wrote, "their natural courage overcame %
their bad weapons and then.r mdmm passion-
ate desire for freedom MLthem the necessary ims”
pulse." 2

But it was a resistance without a central-
ised headq uarters. While the Myinsaing Prince re= -
volted in Zibingyi, the Mandalay risings acknoirledged
as their leader, the Myingon Prince.Saw Yan Naing
rose in Ava, while Teiktin Hmat revolted in Shwebo
and Ye-U. They had no connections.

Anyway; the whole country was up in ams
and it had been no easy matter for the well arted
English to cope with'the fury of revolt. Down in
Natmauk, U Min Yaung challenged the foreign power
while in the north U Ottama mex struck out from his
Sinbyugyun base.Many fought persistantly, refusing
to lay down their arms before they died: there was
Bo Cho of Pagan who, even after his defeat evaded
the foreign rulers till 1920.

It was not only the members of the royal
blood and aristocracy who led the resistance. Ordin-
ary people's leaders organised their fellow peasants
to drive off the usurpers. There were men, who)dt-
ring the days of monarchy had opposed the king and
his feudal gover.nors. Young men banded around these

leader.s and fought courageously, against—rhe




But they were combatting against unfair odds and

nearly all the fights ended in favour of the English
men. Despite all these, the struggle continedd for
12 long years. Accounts of how those patriots died
with the sword$ in hand; how a certain leader, when
his emmunition was spent and his sword broken,
climbed up a pagoda and/twisting off pieces of cuunt) |
threw them at the énémy until he was shot down --- 1
all these xmdwxtim mak.e the Burmese today feel-* :
proud of their ancestors,esf—those—dsys:’

S minoritieg-8lso provede'co be as brave
and ag.freedom lo as their bpothers. Thepewere i

" Despite all these heroic resistance and re-
volts against the invaders, the Burmese were fina]ly
defeated.

It was a struggle against superior arms —
it was a struggle of an unarmed, untrained people -
against a magnificently trained army and an experi-
enced imperialist power. s

The next reason why we failed were because
we lacked & centre and the risings-were not linked up
with-one another. In short we lacked organisation add
strong leadership. Another important reason ad=m
of our defeat was because the feudal lords and land-
owners betrayed the nation# and sided with the -~ *
imperialists who, on their part,considered the aid i
of this oppressing class as a formidable force to i
subdue the Burmese people: That is why we are jus-—
tified today in saying that the feudal landlord - |
class is not only an enemy of the peasantry but also !
a sworn enemy of the entire nation. - - [

Thus the peoples of Burme had struggled
against the feudal landlords and imperiahsn since {
the end of the last ¢century. -

CHAPTER IV

AIONG THE BLOODY TRAIL

In 1862, the pravinces in Burma were amal-
gamated by the British under a Chief Commissiocner and
in 1886, Upper Burma was annexed. In 1897, the charge
was changed to a lieutenant govermorship. In 1923 the
country was constituted a governor’s province under
the Government of India Act of 1919 and only on the lst
April 1937, under the Government of Burma Act 1935, -
was the country separated from India. It was for this
reason that Burma was treated not as a separate coun-
try but simply as a part of India in books that were
published before 1937 April,

Even in the first three decades of the 20th
century, a fresh struggle for freedom had been grow-
inge During those days, working class movement had ¥
been nearly or totally absent as the industrialisation
of the country had not as then got inte stride.

The resounding echo of the Great October

‘Revalution had beem sounded sharply in celonial coun—

tries heralding the mational upsurges ir}f:hose lands:
Burma was no exceptiom, But lack of workerss societies,
not ta say about the lack of a party ta lead the
warking class, the upsurges that followed in the im-
mediate years tock no trace of any class struggle,
However,; the colonialists had started their
exploitation of the country and the people began to.
feel it But there.was lack of a unified leadership,
and more important, lack of a united front of the peo-
plele Risings against oppression appeered in the farm of
search/for pretenders. The peasant rebellions, such as
the ones led by the hermit Bandaka and the Pretender
Maing Thant, were such risings with an aim to establish
their own rule instead of being oppressed by the "white
faces'™, These rebellions, fought against unfair odds,
were of course unsuccessful and many patriots were
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killed, hung or imprisoned in great numbers. Neverthe~
less their heroic deeds had shown the foreign invaders
what a freedom loving people could do. These risings
sent the people searching for a policy and programme
by which they could fight anff attain their liberty.

Then political parties began ta spring up
in the light of national survival., In those days, such
parties belonged to those of %he £ewded landovmers ,
or the "political intelligentsia® most of whom later
became landowners or the new bourgeoisie of. the.coun-
try. The Gemeral Coubil of Burmese Associations, the
first attept at a united front, started to bring up a &
nationwide movement with programmes of nom-cooperation
with the imperialists, civil disobedience, non-payment
of taxes, the formation of denial associations, etc.

Burma is a country hemmed in between two of
the greatest lands in the world, India and China. Both

these countries had influences -the Burmese in art
and culture, customs and philosofy}. In politics, how-
ever, India had a dominating infiuence on the country
until about a few years ago. Hence in Burmese politics
prior to the Second World War, Ghandhism and the
Congress tactics had found sympathisers among the

"old peliticiams™,

The accumulation of the national revival and
upsurge climbed to a great height in 1920 when a coun-
trywide students” strike broke out under the slogan =
"We don’t want slave education !" This was a milestone

" in Burmese history marked up to now in the form of the
National Day, the 10th¢ Waning of Tazaungmon (which v
falls generally im the month of November). From then on,
a great national upsurge arose, students left.their wk
universities and established Natiomal Schools. They had
the wide support of the pecple and the movement itself
might well be termed as the first broad resistance of
the people agaimst imperialism,

After this movement started also the revival
of learning and the birth of bourgecis literature wiith
that of the proletarian close behind:, However, lack of
a unity based on class canciousness had seen the
political activists of those days sunk in the mire of
narrow power politics, Iost in the woods of Dyarchy amd
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Home-Rule,"asking for Independence" and the "restora-
tion of monarchy".

But the simple people in the country gave
not only a great blow te foreign rulers but also a
resaunding smack on the educated urban politicians
when they rose again in an armed rebelliom in 193C.
This peasant rebellion, led by a Saya San, commenced
in Tharrawaddy District and spread far and wide even
inta the Shan States. They were badly armed, but,
unbearable as their living conditions were, they ree
sisted with all their might amd vigour holding out for
two long years. From the headquarters of Alantaung
(the FZg Flag-Hill) the patriots of 1930 showed with
all their praiseworthy courage, that the imperialist
power can be fought and, if the people unite, defeated,

During this time a working class was gradu=

ally X#¥ir¥ being formed by monopolists who wanted to

exploit the comt;:v‘s' natural regources. In the oil £i&
fields of Centrel Burma, in the mines of the Shan
States, in the docks of Ramgoon and.in other concerns
elsewhere, a working class was borm. This took place
side by side with the spreading of Marxist ideologies
and the formation of Marxist Study Groups. The grawth
of the Burmese working class was even later thaas the
victory of the Great October Revolution and the infIu-
ence,of this first working class triumph,aver the Burme
mese warker had been pnofound.

The working classpf Burma, even in its young
years, lunged forward teo shoulder its historic duty
and t® lead the pecple farward to freedom. .

In 1938, in the cil fields of Yenangyaung,
Chauk, Khodaung and Nyaung-U, thw werkers launched a
strike in protest against their appalling living con=-
ditions. The strike spread and the cil-field werkers
marched hundreds of miles down to the capital of Rangoon.
They bravely marched against the pelice amd military te
terror: all along the way they were supported by the pe
peasant masses. Every village and town on route (even
from out of the way places) sent rice-packets and~other
forms of help to the marching strikers.

At that period, the Dobama Organisation




(members of which had the prefix mkimwhmst Thasicin'
attached to thedr names) was active in the political
arena. In fact] = middle class orgamisationj it had
strong leftist tendencies. Members of this party are
now scattered about in meny parties, communists,
socialists, landlords and even quislings. The General
Secretary of the Communist Party of Burma, Thaekin
Then Tun, was a member of tthat psrty. So was Thakin
Nu, the present puppet prime ministeri

But in those days of 1938, Communist groups
existed in this Dobama organisation, which was the most
revolutionary party in that era. This organisation
organised”suicide squads” to bring the strikers
through the military cordorn in Magwe area, down to
Shwe-da-gon Pagoda in Rangoon to expose their grie-
vances to the world.

People were arrested in great numbers but
neither threat nor bribery was possible to halt the
tide off the upsurge. They arrested the late Ko Ba Hein
and Ko Ba Swe, student leaders who went forward to
meet the workers. Nevertheless the strikers reached
Rangoon and they were followed by the peasants of Pegu
District who marched from Waw to Rangoen in order to
unbare-their intolerable sufferings. They were later
supported by peasants from Thaton, Hanthawaddy, Insein
and Tharrawaddy, who also organised themselves and
marched to the capitale To crown all this, the students
all over the country rose up in a great strike in sup-
port of the workers. The demand for complete indepen-
dence was raised, now that the movement had assumed a
great political stamdj and wes endoseed by large sec-
tions of the people.

The British rulers had to use all forces and
tricks to put down this upsurge. Puppet ministers
changed one after anotherj the first student martyr,
Bo Aung Gyaw wa was clubbed to death in Rangoon during’
a demonstration. 21 persons were-ehed-dead including
Buddhist monks were shot dead in Mandalay; the former
capital of the country.

This great struggle will forever be recalled
in the people s history. It was the first struggle in
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which the young working class led the whole country
in a glorious fight. It was the first movement in wi¥
which all oppressed classes; united to the leading
light of the working class, fought for independence.
It was the first movement in which the working class
won over a great support of the middle classes. It
was a great upsurge in which many of the beat cadres
of the working class, the future communists, had bap-
tism in the revolutionary movement. It was the first
actual action which taught the people the knowledge
of a united front on a class basis. Even by its being
defeated, the heroic movement gave great lessons to
the people and made it particularly felt that a party
of the working class, armed with a clear cut program
and the teachings of Marx and Lenin, was greatly needed:
This movement showed that without such a party the
working class was weaponless: that without such a

‘party taking the lead, the people canmot attain real

independence.

One of the leaders and inspirers of this
movement was Comrade Ba Hein, a student leader at that
time, who, since his early days had fought coursgeous-
ly for the working class and the entire people. He
organised the All Burma ‘rades Union Congress and was
elected president. A devout pupil of Marx and Lenin, he
wrote "The Bourgeois World" and others, and was one
of the organisers of the first Communist groups in the
country. He became a Central Committee Member of the
Communist Party in 1943, and showed great courage and
efficient leadership during the Anti-Fasciast Resis-
tance but his selfless work underground effected his
health which gradually cost him his life. After the
defeat of Japan; he became again the president of the
All Burma Trades Union Congress. A member of the Pol-
itical Bureau of the Communist Party by then, he edited
"The Pecple ‘s Democracy” the organ of the party. He
died in 1946.

The struggle for freedom followed the 1938
struggle in greater revolutionary strides. More and
more people became convinced that British Imperialism
was the root cause of their trouble and sorrows. What




‘easier loads. Nothing which was beyond their interests

had this foreign rule done for the country ? It con- s
structed roads and railways but to serve the purpose |
of the monopolists in order to exploit the country i
better. It established schools: yes, but which served ;
to bring up a generation of slaves. It set up some

factories in order to carry away the raw material in 1

had beeh done in the country. Where was the indus-
trialisation of the country ? Where was the develop-
ment of agriculture ? Where was honour ? Where was
progress ? Where was real Burmese art and culture ?
No,do not indulge yourself in nonsense and utopias:
a slave has no right to art and culture.

Then at least, where was foocd, where was
work ? The peasant starved amidst his rich paddy fields.!
The worker suffered likewise working in factories
which spelt gold for the ownerse.

The middle class: educated f#i found himself
unemployed. The older folks succumbed as everything
had turned out black for him. The youth locked forward
with hope: evem then, the future wa;fdark asi’tnnnel.’
Who profitted under British Imperialism ? Foreign |
monopolists, landowners; usurers, bureaucrats, traiters
and some growing national bourgeoisie. But even the ¥ |
last nemed had his hatred against foreign rulers in
as much as the monopolists denied their growth, in as
much g8 many of them were smashed by foreign capital.

BRitish Imperialism had to be overthrown:
but by what means ? Armed revolt and other revolutiom-
ary slogans were raised and many progressive presses sp
sprang up. The period after the defeat of the 1938
struggle to the outbreak of the II World War in the east
was a pericd of growth as well as of confusion. The
people had not as then totally overcome the danger of
Indo-Burmese riots, Sino-Burmese riots, Hindu-Muslim .
riots and the like which the imperialists instigated
to halt the tide of the mass movements. Nationalisl and
Trade Unionism were confused. Single journals praised
both Sinn Feinn of Ireland and Ghandi of India. Still Lo
worse; some publishers publish Lenin and follow it up :
with exploits of secret societiea including the Ku Klux
Klan. Sometimes articles on Trotsky (not always against
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him) and on Matahari would acquire great prominence.
While demanding independence of the country on the
first first page; another articlejhowling that 8iam
Cambodia, Assam and even Yunnan were subject states
to the Burmese crewn in days gone by, might appear on
the second page boasting about the "superior Burmese
race" ! Some still preached to restore the exiled
royalty, some"educated" the youth how by diligent ef-
forts, a man could rise from the ashes, so to speak,
to golden riches and prosperity.

Members ofithe Dobama Organisation itself
did not share unified views. A really consolidated umi
united front was absent. National sentiments obscured
class conciousness: weak ideological foundations gave
way to serious errors.

But out of such errors and confusion are all
nations built up. Thus had the entire world history
been eensiitusedy written. Burma was also built up in
this mammer: her history will have to be written as
such. Out of all confusion snd struggles, however, the
working class was mustering its forces, the Communist
Party was gradually teking shape.

But the most serious error belonged to some
Ieaders who, at the same time calling themselves
Marxists, were not at all clear about Fascist Japan.
This later became a national error and to wash it
away, the Burmese people had bravely and generously
used their blood againes...




CHAPTER V
STAR AGAINST THE RED CIRCLE

Japan declared war on Britaln and the United
St tes on 8th December 1941 thus opening up & wide front
in the east, And in this war, for the first time since
1883, & Burmese Army was seen, equlpped by the Japanese
and fighting the 3ritish off the countrya.

Very lavishly, have stated in the last
chapter that f it was our national error to ally oursel-
ves for once with the Fascists: I do not want my peonle
to deny that either. However, 1t would be unjust were I
to forget that 1f there should be any blame, i1t was Bri-
tish imperialism in general and in particular, the Gover
ment of the United Kingdom and krs. Churchill, who got to
recelve 1t most.

By the time Britain and Germany were in battle
the movement for independence in Burma had arisen to
& feverish henﬁdt. Many leaders were of the opinion
that unless a promise for freedom of the country was
made, Burma should not, directly o¥ indirectly, parti-
cipate in the war on the Britisj/h side. Then the "‘tlln-
tic Charter® declared that the war was fought against
Naz1 German} for the freedom of small nations and that
the latter whe s*evtshed liberty and freedom sbLould go-
operate with the allies, On this declaration, political
organisations in Burma and members of the Legislative
Council of Burma cabled to Prime Hinister Winston

Churchill to enquire whether if Burma participated in
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the war on the side of the allles, Treedom would be
granted to her or note Churchill bluntly replied that
the charter declaration did not apply to Burma.

All tkat British Imperialism gave to Burma &t
this critical moment were imprisonment to politiclans

andb?uthleas exploitation for the entire peoples Thirty
ebaws B
clns.ioc, Bo Aung San, 3o Ze Ya, Bo Let Ya, Bo Ne win,
"

Bo Ye Htut and others, gggf‘ggcretly to apan and re-

celved military t"ainiab.

There were some leaders who wanted to resist
Japanese invasion, but these were flatly turned down
by the British who imprisoned these people instead.

It was no wonder therefore that & great number of

?beople got carried away by the pwooaganda of the Japa-

nese about the "Greater East Asia Co—proa?!1ty Sphere®,
Youth rushed forward and jolned the Burma Independence
Army: the way the Japaneae trusted them with arms in
itself was a great difference from the attitude of the
& \ . A "m
British imperialists. Ik ‘:1’2 belizved Sar alliomce
o AL gwe Kaw da kﬂq W Ly kwu.

No doubt 23 quite a number of peoqio were agalinst
the Japenese invasion but iu rust be admitted that a larse
ger number were in favour of "co operating with the

Nippon brothers for freedom"#} Communist groups aise

were as then, very weak to meke their anti-fascist

propaganda felts
In spite of the ftct that it was fascism with

which they were mingled, those daya were the ones of
great patriotism. The Burmesgi?hawed great courage for
freedom and intense hatred against imperialists. They
learned 2n battlefields that any imperialist power can

be crushesd bv the people. The Burma Independence Army,
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desoite 1ts foolish blunders and erroneous leanings
influenced by theﬂigpgppse rneglsgwq;gz; showed great
ability. There fore an undisputable fact remans that

the British were driven out of the country so soon,
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in & few months’ time, only becausejthe people of
—————— ! et ——

—.

dence, they [ the British/ told us that we were unable
to defend ourselvesas dNow look how they take to their
heels!": that had been the joke of the day.

‘ But the triumpl of the Burmese people had
been short lived. Fascism, afér having conquered the
whole country, began td show 1ts teeth and following
this, coioperation from the Burmese also noticeably
waned, The Burma Independence Army was transformed
into the Burma Defence Army with Major General Aung
San at its head. To satiify the peole, the éascists
granted & fake freedom to the country in August 1843
with Dr. Ba law as Head of the State, but even that
was of no great help to them. People began to see thelr
true colours in the robberles, lootings, burnings,f§
tortures, killings, rapes and other inhuman activities

Japanese fascism made more enemies as days
mounted on. Even the natlional bourgeoisie saw their
hopes shattered. The intelligentsia saw their éulture
snmashed, The peasant suffergs from the requisitioning
of cattle, paddy, cotton, food=-stuffs and other mate-
risls including scrap 1ron., They took away everything
they liked, from preqﬁdus’nelics in pagodas to mahgga -
ny furnituress Even reil-lines were #gyéd/ removed
from the slYeepers and shipped away. Workers saw thelr

machinery taken away by the Japanesea Labour wss re-
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cruited in the nost horrible manner squal only

to those of the Nazl oractices in Eurofe, EQrma, being
in the forefront of military activity suffsred more
pressure than any other countr&jg.E. Aeia:aﬁqué:::-
sage from the Domei agency /Japsnese/ on March 1g,
1244 stated that Burma had supplied more labour ser—
vice than any other area af §outh Asia, In July that
vear, & Japanese Embassy official in Rangoon stated
that about 800,006 persons were helping the Japanese
arny through "voluntary service",

Tﬁe entire economic'system was cripnled
by the fapanese. They introduced a new currency which
wes soon overtaken by inflation. Agriculture, the
life of the people of Burma, was ruined: in 1543-44
the acreage under the plough was only 7,300,000 agains.

& pre-war normal of 12,400.033;5The crop was

3,084,000 tons of paddy ageinst a normal six or seven

million tons. Young unseasonsd teak trees weres cut

-down and taken away from the valuable forests of our

rich land; Sritish demolition had also destroyed oll
industry. In all depsrtuents of n&tional wealth,
faseclst lmpressions remain even to this day, impressio
sstor® of the uncouth blood suckers who tried to

suck our couniry drv.

They conscripted labour to build air-
flelds, military roads, enriﬁeering projects and the
Railway to Seam. This last named, known &s the Death
Railway throughout the world 1is known in Burma as
Thanbyuzayat Labour uamp, and could still send & shud-
der among the people when they think of it. Pesople

were dragged away like beasts, from villagss, from




homes, from streets, from farms into this Chwe=tat
or the "Sweat-Arny". Then they were sent to the Death
Railwpy to work and to die, They died of hunger, of

malaria, anaemia, beri=beri, of Japanese bullets,

bayonets and tortures. Some were dragged away by tigers

i

wrote about the inhuman conditions the people were kept.

in the nightes & labour officer in his secret report,

Sometimes the Yapanese just dumped the food on the
ground and nmade the people eat it,

There were not only Burmese, but Indlans,

Chinese, ilzalayans and Siamese working on this project.
In addition, there were also prisoners=ocf-war from
Britain and Australia, even from Holland, who were made
to toll hers. A visitor to Thanbyuzayat nowadays can
st1ll see a humble cemet®ry of the prisoners—of-war

who died there, every white cross indicating a person

- and there are hﬁhreds of them. These people at %{fst

have a cemetary, every victim X 8 grave. But_the,Bur-
mese dled there just like animals, there is no written ‘
récord how many had died, though they ren high into ﬁ
tens of thousands. The dead were simply thrown into

g o

ditches, some dying persons who fell out of column
were left on the route for tigers and vultures to
finish up. Only when fellow-workers could snatéh a
chance would & corpse get some kind of buriale..,
Meanwhile the anti=fascists of the country,
with the Communists in the lead, were already activee. !
The Communist ’urty, in spite of the reigning terror, |
held its first congress secretly in 1543 at Pyapon.
It led the whole country and aroused the masses 0 pre=

pare for an armed revolt against fascism. The Anti-
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Faecist Peonle’sFreedom League maz Zormed with
the Communist ?arty, the People’'s Freedom Party
and the Burma Defence Army, &as the mein organisatie
tilonse

The undefground movement was carried on
with great swccess. farty Eella functioned in
the Burma ?efence Army and won over whole groups
of soldiers. ilany persons worked right under the
Japanese eyes, some even working as puppet offl-
ciala. lajor Yeneral Aung San himself became an
Anti-Fasclist worker.

In spite of the great pﬁgaratlons and
heroic underground struggles, the help received
from the Sritish had been comparatively negligible,
Nevertheless, the underground fighters carried& on
undaunted. $abotage works and nminor clashes began
taking nlaces In 1943 the guerillas of Arakan in
West Burma rose up in armed struggle. In February
1844, a part of the éhrma Defence~A£ﬁy in Upper
Burma led by Bo Ba Htu, & member of the Communist
Party, révolted, paving the way- for the allied awmd
armies to approach casilye.

The Japanes® Kempeitai, the equivalent
of the Mazi 858, was hot on the heels of the revolu
tionists. lany were :23:3%;3, tortured and killed.
At any minute an actlve.youth might disappear,

geverthelese the underground organisers
proved themselves much better against these Fascist
hounds. Some worked a=s directors and officerr in
the Japanese controllesd government, some even as

ministers. The Zast Asiatic Youth League/ Surma/
N
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which was the only legal organisatlon apart Irom
the government party, and which had been esta-
blished in the light of the Nippon ideals, proved
to be & home where anti-fascists were born, Al-
though Ko Nyi Lay, general secrstary of the organisa
tion and brother of Thakin Than Tun, waes caught

and murdered later, the orgsnisation of youth be-
cane an active success, In many areas, these youth i
leagues became centres of revolts Youth leaders in
Henzada etc, paild for the cause with thelr lives,

By rma Defence Army marched

Then the
"to the front to fight the enemy". The Japanese
Qilitary officials and others ga&e the army & warnm
send—off: they were badly in need of help. Japa-
nese companies turned out in full force by the foad
side with flowers and greetings which said,"Victo=
ry to the heroic Burma Armyl". ‘

But MaJor General-Aung ghn and the
whole army "disapoeared®™ among the many villages
scattered all over the countrys The Kempeitai gave
chase, people were arrested and tortured, lined up
and mowed down undsr mechine—gun bullets. Whole 1
villages were redtced to ashes and terror reigped
supreme,

And the army,'now called the Patriotic
Burmese Forces A?BF? fought side by side with
other partisans against the fascists. They hit
back and their blows landed harshly on the oppres-
sors. Especially in Pyinmana, Toungoo and Fegu

Districts, the peasant guerillas firmly organised,

showed great heroism. The last days of the battles
]
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were fought out on *hese zones=, along the Sittang
river and the dacisive victory of the Burmese people
wes sealed.

The herolc resistance of the people of
the Soviet Union had all along inspired the Burmese
people, Further, the uoprisings in Zaat Europe had
also strengthened their resolve. Last but certainly
not the least factor, the staunch resistance of the
Chinese beople under the leadership of the Chinese

Communist Party, also helped us on the rosd of
struggles.

The people of Burma had /muchl'contributed)
to the defeat of fascism: they had given what had
been their due. Men and women of Burma fought with
& desire for freedom, They fmﬁ*ﬁ in the mountains,
on the rivers, across the flelds gf%hrough the towns
Burmese youth proved their mettle as partisans,
army men, paratoopers, sallors and airforce person=
nel. Bo Ze Ya, Bo YB Htut, Bo ¥Yan Aung and nearly

yebaws
2ll ogf those who were left of the thirty Gomrades

who went to Japan, participated again in the Anti-

Fascist war. Guerillas liberated Sangoon on May
{st 8
irst 1845, a few days before Hritish arrival. Men,

who with & hidden purpose, had submitted themselves
for militery training under the Japanese instructors
slaps and blows, L1t back and over 30,C00 Japlnese
troops were smashed by them alone. Even some Bri-
tish militarists who did not have any sympathy for
the Burmese guerillas had to acknowledge the great

gchlevemants of these 1ll-armed people.
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The peovnle of Burma will not forget aisQ men
: A

from all parts of the world who had been on the Burma
Front, fighting to liberate our country. Some have died, |
meny have survived, we thank them all for their great
help.

But these courfgeous men knew nothing about
the cowardly thieves and robbers who followed close behind
them. They were the servants of capitalism and imperialism,
many of whom were dressed in Civil Affairs Service
(Burma? uniforms.(called in short cas(BX7. They refused
to acknowledge all the deeds done by the Burmgae people,
they disarmed the anti=fascist fighters of Rangoon even
while many others were still fighting on the Sittanga
Many a time, they stabbea the guerillaa in the backi they
reloice’at eur defeat rether than victory. They started

the wheel of exploitation and oppression running again.
We drove out the Japqnese’faacist arny and the Japanese
exploiters, Mitsul, witsubishi,Mipvon-Burma Timber Uﬁion,
Fujlgasu Boseki Aaiaha, Nippon Genpil Agbushiki %aisha
and other compeniss. In their stead rsturned the Burmah
011 Company, Steel Brothers, Burma Corporation, Bombay-
Burma Trading Corporation etce

Burma had suffered much under the blows of

this great war. Twice 1t had been the battlefield of

major operations. For over three years 1t had been the

front in South East Asia Sphere, subject to bombing from
both sides,

When the war commenced Japanese bombs raided
the country from Mergul down in the south to lMandalay far
in the northe. The ?ritish and the Kuomintang troops re-

treated destroving &ll what they could along their route.

-

Then came the B=39s over Burmese air, bombing
the country thoroughlye The rich oilflelds 1in central
Burma suffered terrible losses, railways and roads
were crippled. Bombing by both sides had not only been
concentrated on military targets: & great deal of Ran-
goon city was ruined. Towns like Pyinmena, Mandalay etc.
suffered to wefll nigh extinction. When the Japanese had
to run, they also made it & point to scorch the earth
as they left.

Thus when Burma faced her post=wer years, she
found herself amidst the enormous ruin. She looked for

assistance - she saw her former exploiters extend thelr

filthy hands«.se«




[’] ?-/ CHAPTER VI

TUE RETURN COF THE PIRATES

ﬁhe people of Burma were confident, however, (
that freedom and independence would be theirs after
the hard struggle against Fascism. They looked upon Sritain
agﬁgnf&llyg@nd not as an qugy: even 1f the surrendering
of arms by the anti-}aggz;t flghters had been & political
error, that showed the sincerity and Welief which the
Burmese people had in those days. However, the British gov-
ernment regarded Burma as just a slave-country.and strove

to keep her as such.
Never hefore had the unity of the peoples of

Burma been sqkomplete, never was the demand for indepen-
dence greater than it was in the months that followed the
uapanese surrender, The people were united in & bloc, in the
Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom League /AFPFL/ which de-
manded that Britain recognises the independence of Burmsae
lany leaders had high hopes of the "Socialist" Llabour
Party of Mr. A ttlee, but that farty’s government still
dumped on ghe people the White Paper of lay 1545, in which
it was‘peomiaed to give Burma only Dominion Status, and
even that would have to be a gradual process!

Avpparently, the colonialists and monopolists still

vanted to retain their hold on the country. As had already

been stated in the second chapter, Burma occuples a very
important position and possesses an =normous amount of i
wealth, &1l of which they were not inclined ﬁo release,
Why the Britlsh did not wish to relinquish their
hold on the country was described in a very brilliant

article of A, Leonidov, in New Times Journsl of February 9,

e

1948.In his article, *Labour Imperialism’s Colonial
Stretegy in Burma", he not only showed the treacherous
policy of the Labour Government in 1ts true light, but
also exposed the relations which the companies 1in 3urma
had with the other nonopolist concerns an& the rullng
class of Great Britain. Reproductlon of some paragraphs
from hls precise and efficient article would be of great
help to the reader.

2In the past three decadea™, wrote Leonldov,
"this count;y, with its vast and almost untouched natu-
h].resources has been a veritable Eldorado for colonial
capitala. Although British investments in éarma fall far
short of those in Indils, and even in neighbouring halaya,
the profits they yileld are immense,

"It has become & rule with the big capktelist
companies in Burma to recoup their initial investments
in & few years, or even in & few months. The firm of
Steel Brothers &Co,, for example, in six years paid divi-
dends amounting ‘to 335 per cent of 1ts capital, 1n addi-
tion to 313 per cent issued in capital shares, or a
total of 447 per ccnt. The Anglo-Burma Tin Company,, five
yvears after it bLegan operations was paying & dividend of
130 per cent. In the period 1931-35 alone, the Burmah 01l
Company provided 1ts shareholders with a returgills per
cent in the shape of dividends and capital shares, in
1947 1t trebled its earnings. Mawchi Mines Limited, which
exploits tungsten and tin deposits in South Burma, in the
five years 1836-40 naid dividends amounting to 473,53 per
cent, # in other words, in each vear the shareholders
received the equivalent of thelr original investment.

"Such profits beat all records sven in colonisl




piracy. Byrma was a gold aine to the British firms, =
colonial preserve closed to the rest of the world,
Without any special egxpenditures or technical effort,
they extorted huge fortunes from the country. For this
reason, the exploitatioﬁ of Burma& became the preroga-
tive of a small ring of top-=flight British monopolists,
Cnly the most powerful and influential City magnates and
thelr political clients are allowed & share in the vie.
"Virtdally speaking, all Byrma is to this
day the private domein of five British companies, which
divide among themselves the lion”s share of its natursl

wealth, transport faclilities, trade and finances,. These

firms own practically all the British assets in Burma, ¥d#

totalling some f 50,000,000, They control every plant of
any size in every branch of the industry. Burma’s cani-
tallst economy 1s to 811 intents and purposes the pro-
perty of these five companles, They ares the real lords
of the country’s seventeen million depressed and down-
trodden inhabitants."

"The London firm of Steel “rothers and Coy,"
went on Leonidov, describing the companiss in detail,
"which has branches all over Asig, controls Burma’s rice-
trade, which 1@ the country’s main source of revenue.
Rice 1s the steple food of the majority of the agricule
turel populations Burma 1s the largest rice exporting
country in the world; 1ts= paddy flelds are one thir? ae
fertile again as those of Indiae In value, rice makes up
nearly one half of the total of Burma’s exports, It 1is
on Burma rice that India’s poor largely depend for their
fooda

"Thanks to the monstrous commercial exploi-

o
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tation of the neasants of 3urma and the tollers of
India, Steel Brothers % Co., has become one of
Britain’s blggest profit-earning firms. “t had a hand
in the frenzled rice speculation of 1543 that resulted
in the terrible famine in dengal, from which several
million people dled. This firm also owvns cotton mills,
flower mills, timber concessions and rubber planta-
tions in Burma. 1ts menaging dipeetor, Sir Jomn Tait,
chairman of the Burma Chamber of Commerce, carried
no small politidcal weight as a member of the Burmese
Senate and is the power behind the present administra-
tlion,

*The Bombay=-Burma Trading Corporstion,
; subsidiary of London Commercial house of Wallace
Brothers & Co., dominates Burma’s timber industry,
which 1is the world”s largest producer of teak. Twod-
thirds of Burma’s esxport of this valuable product are
controlled by the Bombay-Burme Tredling uorporation
and Steel Brothers. Whole ares of the country are
under the virtual rule of the corporation’s agents.

*The river Irrawaddy is Burma’s lire
artery., +t bisects the country from north to south#,
and 1s navigable for neerly a thoussnd miles. Practi”
cally all Burma“s rice and teak exports are carrled
by waterway. And even this river became the virtual
property of & 3British firm, the Irrawaddy Flotilla
Company. Before the wer 1t owned 6CC steamships,
which carried seven millodn pasasengers annukllya. The
Irrawaddy Flotilla Company had & direct hend in the

subjugation of Burma in the last centurys Its shins

transported the British trocos to subdue the inhabi-




tanta. The firm also control¥s sea and alr=- lines,
Since 1865, the Irravaddy “lotilla Company has
been using its transport monoooly sysbtematically
to stifle Burma’s economy in the 1qterats of the
colonlizers.

"Burma possesses extremely rich depo-
sits of tin; silver, lead, zinc, tungsten, copoer
and other metals. :ractically the whole of this
mineral wealth has‘been seized by & fourth éritish
company, the Burma Corporation Limited. The eleven
thousand workers employed in 1ts mines in Bawdwin
in the nofthern part of the country, are semi-

Corpo™

slaves, but, on the other hand, the Burma
ratlon’s-metal monopoly in Burma, together with4
the concessions of Sritish firms in neighbouring
Malays, has ensured Britain the leading position
in & number of international strategic material
cartels, ‘
"Burma’s oill resocurces belong to the

Burmah C11 éompany, one of the most powerfdl of
the British colonial ecnesrns. Lt laid 1its hands
on this industry sixty years ago. Since then oil
output in Burma has increased 130-fold, and the
shareholders’ profits have risen commesurately.

The Burmah O0il Company 1s the biggest concern in

the country: it employs some 45,000 cperatives,
office workers and commercial agents in India
and Burms&. In India, the Byrmah 01l Company is

allied with the monopollst Tata family, who were

loyal and falthful servitors of the .

nial

ritish colon&il

%
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Tégime and are now the nainstay of the Nehru govern-
ment. Not & single pollitical, economic or military
measure wes undertaken by the Britsh authorities in
Burma without the sanction of the Burmah 0il Compa-
ny, which ad its Prusty agents in all branches of
the colonial admiristrations

"These f¢ive big British firms, not coun-
ting theif small allies, lorded over Buyrma and for
nearly a century have been bleeding the defenceless
inhabitants white. But behind these five firms stand
the flower of Britain’s ruling elass, whose word 1s
law to every British governnente.

"The firm of Wallace Brothers, which con-
trols the Bombay-Birma Trading Corporation, 1@
closely assoclated with the Guests, the big barons
of British heavy industry, who finance the Conser-
ve tive Party. Churchill’s pfredecessor, Neville
Chamberlaln, was & member of this cligue. This firm
also has & big influence over the apparatus of Bri-
tish imperialism in India; Lord Ch¥delmsford, Vice—
roy of Indis in 1916-31, was one of its trusted men.

"The Byrman 01l Company 1s part qf the Bri-
tish oil-ﬁonopoly headed by the Shell group; the
two firms together control the Anglo-Iranian 011
Company, the Iraq Petroleum Company, and man& others.
Burma oil 1s owned by the same British magnates who
hold the ididdle East in their clutches and dictate
British policy in various vparts of the world. Sir
William Fraser, director of the Burmah 0il “ompany
and Chairman of the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company, who

is one of the successors of Sir “enri Deterding, is
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also Petrolsum Adviser %o the 3ritish War Office.

"The Irrawaddy Flotilla Company 1s directly
connected with the Guest family and with leading Bri-
tish shipbuilding firms,. Its director, Sir Joseph
Maclay, was & liberal M.P., and premident of the
Chamber of Shipbuilding of the United Kingdom; his
father was linister of Shipping. Steel Prothers re-
presents powerful Anglo-~Indian financial interests,
whose influence by no meams diminished since India
received fictitious independence. The chairman of the
company, James K. Michle, 1s also head of the Hational
Sapk of India;

"Behind the Burma Corporation, which has a
nonopoly of the country’s mineral wealth, stande a
syndicate of prominent British businessmen and poli-
ticians who opérate hundreds of concessions for the
mining of valuable metals in Africa, Asis, Australlia
and Latin America. One of the concerns connected with
the Burma Corporstion is the Union Corporation Limited,
whose chairman is Brendan Bracken, formerly Churchill’s
secretary and of all the British po'itcimns, the man
most closely assocliated with him; during the war he
was Minister of Information in his cabinet. Cne of the
diresctors of the concern is Lord Leathers, former
Secretary of State for the Colonies and British High
Commissioner in South Africa, Dliver Lyttelton, for-
mer Conservative Minister of State, one of the most
active figufres in the British reactionary eamp, who
during the war acted as Churchill’s agent in the
Middle ﬁast, also belongs to this clique of millionai-

res who speciallize in plundering the natural wealth

PN

of colonial countries.

"3urma 1s a nermanent source of enricih=-
ment to the whole galaxy of “ritain”s top plutocrata.
Loss of control of this country would te a terrible
blow to the City."

Comrade Leonidov was perfectly correct
in adding the last two sentences. The City did not
want to loose Burma and their agents ende&voured.to
exploit the countfy keeping 1t politically in pre-
war status, no, even much lower, One of the first Shaiag
things they did was to declare the Japanese gurrency
as absolutely worthless. This reduced tkhe people to
poverty overnight,; the peasants suffered the worst
as businessmen dumped the whole burden on tike countryei
side. The 3ritish Jilitary Administration arrested
many oetriots on faked charges of criminal actlons
and flung them in joil, meny were murdered. Freedom
of assembly, speechk, nrocessions and other democratic
rights were denlied. g

?y means of various projects, the Rice
Project, the Timber Project etc, the British Admini-
stration placed all the trade and economy under the
entire mangement of foreign cabitalists. Under the
burden of thede projects, so instituted to squeeze
the bloed out of the workers and pessants, the people
suffered in unimaginable dimensions. Little was done
tq%ehabilitate for the benefit of the people, but the
Lavour Government gave 80 million pounds to the ‘mono-
polist companies to restore themselves,

Crude methods of exploitation combined

with corruption erfected the country immenselv especial
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1y in a period following the war, in which she nhas
suffered greatlv. Cost. of living rose up to about
seven times the pre;war level but wages remained beé
tween 1 to 1}times over the former scales. The cost
of living for the peasant climbed 8 to 10 times
while his income was hardly doubled.

Ueanwhile all the parties were united in
the Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom League /AFPFL/,
including as the mayin forces, the Communist Party,
the Socialist Pnrty(?he former People’s freedon
Party/ and the People’s Volunteer Organisation.
The last named was a seml-military ordganisati-on
based on and around all the former members of the
Patriotic Burmese Forces, thus including members
of the Communist and Socialist Parties as well.
‘The President of the AFPFL was Uajor General Aung
gan and ths Yeneral Secdretary, Thakin ThanTun,
leader of the Communist Party.

In spite of fascist like oppressions
even the first months after the liberatioh of the
Rengoon city saw political reawakening and orga—
nisation going on in great strides. Trade Unions
and Peasant Unions revived agein and poiitical

education spread taroughout the country, In all

“ommunist Party had a1l along

these movements the
been in the leads
éhosc were days of struggle between the
retu;nlng plrates and a united people. The strengad
of AFPFL, united as it were, during that definite

period, found no equal in orevious Burmese history.’
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People ffom 21l walks of life, workers and neasangs,
traders and clerks, studé}s and writers, artists
and mechanics, all put forth #a resolute demand

for full independence. Peasant revolts began to
break out in many dlastricts.

By their organized power and by thelr uniye
ted efforts the people showed the lmperialists that
post=war Burma was not the Burma of 1939 and lesser
55111 the Burma of 1886.

After the faulty step of surreddering arms
to the British, kajor Ceneradl Aung San’s threats
that the Burmese people would take to arms again
if independsnce were refudsd, sounded & bit hollow.
It was an ovening in the fortress of the people’s
power. Nevertheless the British lmperialists had
already recsived & stunning shock po find a dif-
ferent Burma from that of the one they left to the
mercy of Japanese fascism.

However, the slaves of the monopolists
or to be more exact, the ?abour Government of the
United Kingdom had resolved to keep the country
in their clutches, by hook or by crook.

The state of &ffalrs that overtook Burma
was entirely diffsrent from those of the Zast

European countries liberated by the Red Army.




CHAPTER VII

SCUE CLCUDY DAYS

Although the people of Burma had been welded 1nto
a great unity during the years under fasclsm, although
they had found the hidden night of 2 united peopnle, al=
though by means of the AFPFL united front they had showed
their determination to zain ind=pend=nce at 2ll costs,
the servents of British imperialism were not easily nut
'off. They set about hatching up various plots to divide
the people, %o weaken thelr strength and to mould them
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-up as thez desired, They used all sorts of tricks they
could employ; it was for them a do=or-die strugcles By
-means of divide-and-rule, whip and carrot mano%@res they

drove wedges into the =ohks ranks of the people.

While patriots who FSUHHfddIddY fought against
fagclism were gilctimised, quislings who served the cause
of the Yapanese rulers were restored %o their high offi-
ces, The system of 1mp6rt, oroduction and distribution
of necessities was so arranged ¥4 to bribe the higher
classes and to place difficulties amcng the poOT. Slowly
their agents infiltrated into AFPFL, they wers taking
advantage of the non~vigilance of vaccillating YEdhd Ay o
elements within the united front.

This in®iltretion of netional traltors and
representatives of landlorgds and compradores, who, up
ti111l then, had been isolated from the masses, oroved to
be fatal.

Then there ceme a great blow to the peopls,

|
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@ split in the Communist Party. A grous of pariy members
led by Thmkin Soe, at one time. the general secretary of
the party, broke aray and set up & new narty of their
own, which later became inown as the "Red Flagh" Com-
munist Party. The major differsnces had been on the
policy of a united front and land reforum. Thakin Soe’
group wss very few‘in nunber and gressly sectarisn, they
advocated & very narrow united front and the "collecti-
visation" of land. But their greatest error had bean

in that they failed to carry on a correct 1nner-pa£;;iri
and they tried to spllt up the party, in so doing they
harmed the cause of the prolstariat,

Of the mass actions directed against the Bri-
tlsh imperialists, the genersl strike of September-Octo=
ber 1946 was of great significance, This general strike
called by the ALl Burma Irades Union Congress and the
Federation of Services Union brought out all the employees
in all government departments. This striie was not only
on demands for democratic rights and a better standard

A RS
of living, but, akso & demonstration of solidarity with
the down=-trodden peasants who were struggling to throw
off the landlord yoke. It was also a great mnifestation
against & foreign rule, and a show of strength of the
working people.

Terror cowered before the peoole’s strength.’
Force againmst the people’s wrath would be of no use. :

By that time, the traitors who infilftrated

4‘ o 5 - s
into the AFPFL were exercising some influence. They

-menaged to drag the vaccillating slements to their side

and thedr blows were directed aga2inst the Communist Par-—

3t} 3 . 1
Sy, the vanguard orf the working class.
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The nationwide uhrest wae tendlng to develop into
an armed uprising out on too of this, the struggle Tor
lerdershinp arose between the bourgeoisie and the proletariaty
the latier was as yet not strong enough to smash She influ-
ences of Lle former over the masses. Leanwhile the Stitish
authoritles stepped in wita the manoeuvre %o buy off the
top leadersuin of the AFPFL. They offered the League re-
presentation on the so-called Governor’s Executive Council,
adding a promise to grant tuls tody the functions of 2 pro-
visional national governments

The right wing leaderskip of the League snd lajor
General Aung San, influenced by the svlitters within the
united front, accepted the offer &nd betraved the interests
of the people. n return for the seats they received in the
council, they had to put down the upsurge of the workers,

veasants and the other masses and worst of all, the Com-

munist Party, which had been the moving force within the !

Leégue,was expelled from AFPFL in Cctober 1848,

This was a triumph of bourgeois leadership and im-
perialism; the expulsion of the Communist Party resulted in !
& fatal split within the ranks of the independence fighters,
T111 then, bourgeois influence was still strong among the
magses and the Communists were unable to totally strin off

MASKS  trem 1R, !

theYfaces of traltors within the AFPFL and to direct the

people oh the road to victory. However, the party of the
vroletariat carried on heroically, .against all répressions,
i1ts oppositlon %o the treacherous policy of the AFPFL leade
and advocated for popular strikes and rebellions of revolu-
tionary nature to achieve the long cherished independence.
The workers and psasants were split up miserablv,

The SociZalists set up the ‘rades Union Congress/Surms/

and she All Burma Peasants’ Organisation against the
All Burma Trades Union Congress and the All Burma .
Peasants” Union led by the Communist Parts In the
People’s Volunteer Organisiation, many youth broke
away and formed the People’s Democratic touth, also
known as the Red Guardsh

Disorder and confusion set in as splits
occured throughout the land. People who had worked «
againstjhe country, pro-fascists, peoole who cham-
piloned the Japanese-controlled Dr. Ba Maw government
and ‘traltors who were opposed to the Artd=-faseists
anti-fascist revolutionaries snesaked into the League
ond seized of?icss in many plaees after driving the
Communists and other progressive elments out. Those
peonle found 7 vlaces on platforms decorated with
the anti-fascist flag and denounced the real fighters
against fascism as "traitors, opportunists® and some-=
times even a& "slaves of imperialisn®! )

And lajor aeneral'Auﬁg San founéd himself
amidst & band of arch resctionaries, preaching the
"peaceful de=colonisation™ of Bummae. ile made many
slunders and himself destroyed the love and respsct

a
he once won from the whole country. e signed the

Attlee-Aung San agreement in canuery 1847 for the

"eradual emancipation® of Burma, on the forece of an-

other general strike in which the Communists and the
411 Burme Trades Union Congress also Joined in. How=-
ever when the general strike grew dnto a éieat struge-
le for genuine independence, the AFPFL leadershio
compromised with the imperialists and suppressed the

movement by brute force. The neonle began to see in
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: ZZ/ undes the Influsnce of the servants of imperia-
AFPFL lemding vodles arch-reactionaries, former (/

- R lisme The plotters had thought that by his death
British Civil Servents and even men who served the ) = 5 1

the whole blame w d b lacad
sacret servfice. Revolt broke out within AFPFL > ns b8 e ghuthe Negriininoe

and that the wrath of the peonle would uproot the
mnkxs, neasants took to arms in middle Buim® . Tling -

: Comnunist Farty once and for &l t Ing ¢
Uajor General Aung 3an tried to play a % i i 5 it e s £ e

to smash the whole country’ for inde -
dourle-sided game, To win confidence &fe from the 8 CUPTTY. S HoREgeny, feh g meh

d e 2t instesd, due to th r eh
imperlialists he took repressive measures against the e b o B BoopriosL S el

of the part the le’s wrat a o
Communists: to secure the supnort of the people he s £ o s saﬁamliu%;gFfiﬁigiz}ly .

; - 1 rial d dissatis? ] e 1 .
wedo emphatic demends. In fact, Aung Sen was in des- nperizalism an is=atis actionA-tarted within the

pair peroelving step by step the corrupt and the ranks of the People’s Volunteer Crganisation and

g £} 1alist %
worthless group that surrounded himj he gradually he Soclalist Party. Against the oplersnions of the

lesdershi AFPFL rank an fel es=it
began to see that ke was Lelng tricked by imperia- Pa M TS LRty i sl i

. ; G tv T ata,
14sn, Towards the middle of 1847 ke openly declared: . Ty, WGk > I LS

1t 5 ; £ the Bun
e v s A SRR t the enemies of the Burmese neonle

. zalined in 10t ’
The imperalists,too,mew danger in Aung galned 1 ano her poilnt, in that they were able to

X! t "unst s ! .. e z -
San, With¢ the great strides which the Communist- replags. the:‘unatAble® Aung.Sen with their raith

1 servant .Thf'i Nu, v t r 8% ] d
Party was taking for unity among the revolutionary ervantd, AEin §: who, Bve0 Dy nbip, refkers

X th oF tish Imper B &
forces and with & man like Aung San heafding the 3urma 4 into the hands of British fuperialis.

AFPFL, they were liable to be thrown out ary momente. =0 Leb NA; efihie gal s, m\iied. S0

; -, n
Cn July 19, 1947, Aung San was a&assassi- { Letya~Freeman agreement for the "defence" of Burma,

1ch virtually ’
nated with four other ministers and two officlals, which virtually placed the céuntry under British

+ 1
The engineers of this massacrs, U Saw and others were SEptyol, wilhin: the werld GRmpigf war,

known to be British secret service hirelings and Then came the Anglo-Burmese Treaty,
svil sene British ofricers.werp implicated in the signed en October 17,1847 between Ur. Attlee and

assassination plot. Thakin Nu, which was boasted by Labour lesders and

Bo Aying San, at one time loved and re- Burmese traitors as a2 step by which the country was

n
spected throughout the land and in which manner he peacefully granted its indédpendence" by the British
had hmd no equal in the past, dled in the hands of crown. Independenee of Burma wes officially decla-

imperiYalism. The people will always remember him, red on the 4th of Jamuary 1£48.

P PO [ ;- >
in two garts:first, when he worked and struggled for o doubt, on this paper, inovn in Byrma

ae the su=-Attles Agreement, one would 7ind zenv sen-
the neople, second, when he allowed himself to sink g t, on u nd zeny sen




tences whicn look sweet znd rosy enoughs. ror lnstance,

Britain recognised the indenendance of

drew all zZer troovs. She renounced all

Burma znd withe-

claims on Bur-

1%

W
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the shackling words in the treaty ltsel

facts that followed, went to show that

whet"advice!" And what"nroclems!" In fact,

f and the real

the neopnle stilll

nese territory throwing into the bargalin, the tiggest

stunt ever made In 3ritish colonist nistory, the ner— rensined ander She.pilithcy GonLIol of. WO SN MY
aission %o stay out of the British Commonwealth. that the country was developing into a war oase of the
If the preaty ended there it would have besn e St

well and good for that was the well-earned right of In the economlc sphere toe, the "generosity" of
the treaty on the nart of lir. Attlee nsd been clesrly vi-

the people. \IThe laboun-idaians
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sible. 3urma s curramcy was firuly tied to the pound ster-

e s
et

VELDLtmisa@r oot ottt o T SNt IT e - ot asrtel (
;333322325555;;5. However the kindness of the Labour
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ling with ppovision made for 100% sterling backing. In

o

o

accordance with the treaty, the Surma Currency Board

; i under R.VeN. Hopkins was statlioned in London, The idez
boss=s went even further and »romised "to help Burms g B 7

: wag to keep Burmé’s finances in the hands of the 3British
consolidate her independence". Hence, in the treaty ) 9 3

Y, . ,
i : bankers lite Lloyd e Bank. A British Civil Servsnt be-
it was mentlicned, thet Britain alone was to help Surma : g

ol . came "Economic Advisor" to the government.
to trsin the new Burmese Army. Burma must not invite

Then Burna had to acknowledge her old "debts"
any other state in such matters. The treaty =2lso gave = ] S
= : 1 to Britain and India, % 7C,CCC.C00 and 3 145,C0C.CCO
British troovs the right to enter Burmese territory, i 2 ’ » L
5 . respectively. In fact these had been the British colonial
under meny circumstances whiich mav not e in the in - g

expenditure and the signetories cosidered 1t lawful for

terests of the Byrmese peovle; the treaty opened the = = . :
the country which had suffered rather than gained out of

Buraese ports and airfields for use by 3British armed

LS o = 14, %to pav. It was, to make but 2 lenient comparison,
forces. A British Wilitgry Lission wae to,stationed i

Tom Sawver s trick of whitewashing the fence. Would 1t

Y
-

n the countrv’

not be a better logic 1f a demand be rszised that City
lagnates and thelr fellow=-explolters must compensate to
the Burmese people Tor all the blood=-sucking they had
done during & great number fof years?

There was still something more. Burma was to
g

pay "fair compensation" for any British orooerty she na-

/ : o 2 Ry A

tionalised! Thom 3id ur. Attlee represent when he nen-

J'G)aduhm the Burwe Army on aanv nroblems confrdnting & newly
3 tioned tiiis in the Sreaty? Certalnly not the nen in 3Bri-
formed army.®

sain s »ite and docks.




SBurna, after long veRArs of coloni@l =xploi-

o

tation and after the destruction she sulfered durlng i

the war, wes stone brokey. The last szvings of the 1

neonle Lad been erpropriated when tShe British annulled
the Jspaness currency. Zven if the people toil under
bondage for vears to come, they would not be able to
repay those colossal ransoms, terned as Yolidabta® and

"fair compensations".

In short, the Xu-Attlee'Agreement was a step
by which the British monop@lists collagsed the economy
of the country end disrupted the unity of the terri-
tories @nd neonles, thereby assuning for themseslves
the possibility to hold Burma in their desth-like
clutch. Thersfore it was quite understandable that even,
on the very day &f "Independence" was declsred, strong |
objections were observed among the nasses.,

If tt wers true that certain sections of the
people telleved in independence, even nore truth existed

in the fact an overwhelming majority of the people

weedre indifferent to the practiced rejoicings of the

Thakin Nu clique. And as days drag on, the hollow n;-
ture of the independence and the corruptness of the
watchdogs of imperialism became more and more cledr.
The people’s standard of living worsened week after
week. Discontamtment was everywhere.

Workers ’ meetings and peasznt conferences
begen to condemn the agreement. ‘he puppet government, |
as was its promised duty, suppressed the people with
all their fisndlsh vigour. Jalls began to overflYow. |
In Uarch a general strike broke out in Rengoon headed

W
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+the Al13yrma Tradés nion Congress and effected

the 3British owned factories, rsfineries, dockyards,

workshons, etce. Prime Linister Thakin Nu mobili=ed

“troons to protect the 3ritish nroperty and triesd to

suppress the strikers, Following 1t, a peasants” con-
gress was convened by the All Burma Peassnts” Union.
This Assembly, attended b& 30C,00C peasznts con-
demned [lu-Attlee Agreement, supported the Rangoon
strikers and the peas:zntes in Arakan who had come out
in an armed revolt against forces of oppression. It
wes & demonstration of unity between workers and
peassnts,

The gevernment issued emergency legislasia

s T .
tions, while the/party in pover, the Socialistﬁ‘Pﬁn*g
resorted to terrorism. They wrecksd presses which
criticised their policy and thelr leaders, in the
countrvside murders and assaults on Comguniata took
plzce. But these acts of violence only aroused the
indignation of the middle classes and served to ex-
pedite the entire movement in the country.

Thakin Nu government then planned a
countrywide attack and in order to smash the peomple’s
upsurge direct%&%lta nain blows on the Communisf
Perty and all democratic organisations in which
Commmnists wefdre taking the lesd.

On March 38, 1948, only a few weeks after
the declaration of independenee, the puppet gevern=-
ment, on orders from their masters, raided the above-
mentioned organisations and made mass arrests, Hun-
dreds of people’s leaders and Communists wers thrown

indto jail.




CHAPTER VIII
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»++AND THE FINAL STRUGGLE

If the assault on darch 38th was intended to be ¥
the blggest offensive of the lackeys of imperialism,it
was also their biggest blunder. They not only failed to
smash the domocratlic organisations but also sent the
people on the final struggle for national independence,
people’s democracy and fererlasting peace, The peonle,
led by the Communist Party, took to arms.

’ Usny Trade Union Leaders, peasant and youth

leaders, Communist Party members and sympathisers were
lung into J&il but only one member of the Centrzl Com=-
mittee of the Communist Party was arrested. The rest
escaped and led the Aarmed struggle which spread like
wild fire, Armed with sticks and swords, clubs and poin-
ted bamboos, the heroic people resisted the troops that
reided their villages. Before March 38th four districts
were in armed revolt buft by the end odf the month ten
more were up in erms. In April eight others joined in,
followed in the next four months by seven, bringing the
grand total up to 39. Zven in the first four months over
400 actions were fought by the people’s forces.

The government seeing their first attack apoilt
by the people, resorted to wholesale arrests and en-
cqéihment of all demecratic rights. Tortures in jail were
Qo great that they became exposed among the masses: the
nane "Thaﬁéwaddy prison" becsme a8 bad as Selsen or Oswie¥

clime

¥

1

The People” s Volunteer Organisation, still
within the AFPFL, protested against these 2ctlions;
the heroic resistance of the masses had called upon
the patriotic splrit of this organisatlon. The govern-~
ment replied by arresting the members of the PVO,

Thus July and August saw the PVC taking
to arms. ilembers of the regular army al=o came over
to %the revolutionaries, the most significant being
the revolt of the i;gt end 3rd battallions of the Bur-
ma Rifles, which came out in full force, led by Bo
Ze Ya, one of the mess famous nllitary figures of the
Burmess peovle,

Thus the first offensive of the Thakin Nu
government was repulsed. The Communist Party, far’
from being destroyed, had won greater masses and re-
svect: the People’s Liberation Amy, armed / thanks
to Thakin Nu’s forces which played the Kuomintang
gnmgy with modern wezpone, was taking shape, The
basic elements of a people’ s government were born
in the villages,. Favourable circuﬁstances to build

united
a new united front of the people, a wmhbted front of
tomnt Anko  Laiatamer

the revolutidnary character, FeRf-aon8i2ielsds

Undaunted and with;ﬁyé newly received help
from his masters, Thekin Nu launched the second milil-
tary offensive 15 September 1848, His army and police
used the tactlcs of J:panese invaders when they
attacked North China, the three-all nolicy - "Burn
all, loot allyamd kill all." Two thirds of Toungoo
District was burnt down. Mahy hundreds of peonle were

tortured and aasesscred. For instance, at Kantha, vil-




lage in Pyinmsna, 180 peoonle wers shot in one long
line with brenguns. 84 persons, including infsints
and pregnant women were shot dead in a mass masscre
at Kyidaw villsge In Toungoo. &t Ainggyl, a village
of 31 families, 18 heads of the fanilles were mur-
dered in one single morning, Heads of partisans and
Peeple’s Liberation Army men were cut off and exhibi-
ted at Kanyutkwin, Kywebwe and Tantabih. Biggest mass
repings of patriotic women in our history wes commit-
ted by Thekin Nu"s fascist forces in Pyinmana.

5y wstng the so celled Section 5 Public
Crder Preservation Act, at the discretion of &Ry police
officer, sub-inspectors and upwards, any person could
be detained in Jail for an 1ndefinite »neriod of time
withaut any trial., Towards the end of 1948 saw over
30,0C0 political detenues in prison. liever in history,
except of course the Japsnesa days, were political
prisoners so Ladly ##ea% treated as under Thakin Nua
All facilitkes wers denied, political leaders were
placed under tle control of convicts. Peopnle’s leaders
like the President of the All Burma Trades Union Con-
gress were slspped and kicked by convicts. In Tharze-
waddy Jjail, the worst tortures were carried out.
Sometimes male detenues were reped by convicts,

However, the people courageously carried
on their revolt. Even in Rengoon clty, the masses
arose as one man, in spite of &all intimidations and
risks, Ggotesting gagginst government actions like
the one when Bo Aye Pe, a former officer of the
mutineers was'arreatcd and sentenced to death. This

heroic son of the country was saved Uy the peovle,

Shough un to this day the noose hovers round nis
necke.
The Liberaticn fighters went into counter
’offensive and repulsed the eneny attsckis, They even

captured important centres 23 :andalay, Prome, iyin-

gran, iyaukse, Lewe and Thayetuyo. B O T

et G
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the Geoo.e, thne Peonle s
Thekin Hu found that he.had lost over 8,C0C
nen, with wore than 10,0C0 arms including srmoured
cars, Bren gun carriers, mountain guns, over 1CC
‘venicles, and stesners and lauaches on the Irrawaddy
River. 13 of nis jails were captured by the PDF and
154CC0C pcliticsal prisoners released including the 11
leaders of the Trades Union Congress. Cut of his
Union Nilitary Police armed forces, the entire 30th
and 31#{st bettallions, with half of the Sth snd 10th
Jolned the revolutionary forces. Battal;ions of the

so=called Byrma Territorial Force were totally

w

ames=shed in districts.

doreover, a generel strike was being launched
in Februsry 1848, by the All Burma Students’ Union,
the Federztion of Services Union, workers of the
Rgilways Union and Dalla Dockyard Workers” Union.
The strike spresd to other towns in all the non-libe-
reted zones and lasted for 3 months during which the
heroic Dalla workers selzed Dallia Town and held it
for nearly 50 days. Thakln illu government tried their

best 2to nut down the strike, but the strike culmi-




nated la the transferring oFf the Lesdjuerters of 7 ¢ The “eonle’s Republic eha2ll have relations
ABSU and 7SU %o the libersted areas and large numbers | with any nation on a basis of equality. The People’s
of workers, ofice amplovees and students joined the Republic shall have close r=lztions witn the FPeonla's
llterstion forces, Democracies and shall work for World Peace...

And the sonsx of the neople’s victory over ¥y This formation of the PDF was a n litary and
the second offensive was the birth of the Peonle’s N political victory of ravolution over Imperialism and
Democrstic Front. forces of reaction. The call#d of the PDF was responded

On 34th Warch 1848, the forcss of revalu- by the peoole in libersted and non-likerated areas alike.
ticon becane united in =2 eingle Zront. The Communisst t about the same time the PDF was establilshed,
Party, the People”s Volunteer Crgenisation /PVC/ and ; the ri8ing of the Xaren snd ion minorities troke out.
the Revolutionary Burma Army (_the units of the regu- { Agents of imperialism in close cooperstion with the
lar army which rsvolted jagninst the covernmenty Thaiin Ju cabinet succeeded to 2 great extent in influ-
formed the Centrsl Crgsnising Comuittee of the People’s encing the mass upsurge of the minorities and tried to
Democratic Front and issued =2 progrﬁﬁae in wkich the exploit 1t to suit their ends. The-v endeavoursed to use
following were the zain pointe;=- the Karen mi-nority ss a tool to keid-3ke halt the tide

A People’s jovernment based on the Psople’s of the Peopls’s Democratic Rsvolution and to form the
Adninistrative (ommitiees shall be established. ~ Kawthulay, & separate state which ther would place on

The traitorous treaties such 2s the liu- the imperialist alter for nonovédlists to exnlolt the
Attlee, Letya-Freemsn sgreeuents shall be destroyed Burmese and Karen neopls better than sver. After this,
and lmperialist debts repudlated. { heavy clashes took place between the forces of PLCF and &k

Foreign mononoly cspital ehell be confis- the Kawthulay, but the racial riots, which the enemies
cated and all key industries be nationalised. expected, were barred in time, : -

The & hour day and thke forty hour week, feanwhile liberated zones and guerilla bases
provident funds, organising facilities, right to strike became more and mors Béabildsdédy stabilised. People’s
equal pay and raising of the living standards of wor- AdminISE%ktive Committees replaced old bureaucratic
kers, middle classes and urban poor shall be gueran- system, Peonle”s Courts began to function. Land distri-
teed. bution commenced in severzsl districts, in other nlaces

Democratic rights shall be given to the ‘ temporzry allottment of land was carried out. Coonera-
people and educationzl system be reformed. tives were estatlished; in the riverine areas Dig flshe-

Landlordism =hall be abolished snd "Land ‘ ries wers yun on coovnerative Sosis.

%0 the Tiller" implemented. The culturel desvelovment of the iowntrodﬁén =




the earlr uonths of

aasses was visibly ceen aven In aon
the revolutien. Ii sverr villoge, anti-illiteracy drive
swing, schools were established in
zing numbers. Women, under suidence of the All Snrme
Wonen's Union, weres ema&ncinated from age old faudal
voke and took nart 1n administration, Justice, oro-
duction and e&en n front line military service.

To guard all these rights, the peonle were
gilven military trsining and armed. The Peonle’s :illtia;
both of nmen and women, armed from enything like noin-
ted bsaboo %o suns amd mines made in locsl arsenals,
constituted tens of thousands.

On the 35th August 1949, the General Hemd=-

»

quarters of the Peonle’s Liberation Armv announced

thet She liberited aress embraced over 71,000 =qg.
niles with a pooulation of over & nillione. This ond
ninus the nmountainous regions and the Shan Plateau,

Mgl Nhs /
Thakin M

government hsd no need to be ashamed in
getting the neme of"the Rangoon @overnment". EZven the
pecple of Rangoon had refused to be governed by them.
Thakin Nu made clumsy efforts to save the day.
To apnease the peonle he uttermwed strong "leftist®
words, quoted Lenin while passing bills in the psrlis-
ment and wrote a book on Marxism. He brought over
Buddhist rélics from Ceylan for the peonle to worship,
though later 1t was exposed that in the warship which
brought over the relics, arma and ammunitions for his
troops had been trinsnorted. To confuse the peéople
with the Peace Hovement4¥:gn%y the Soviet Union, he
launched, on July 1Sth 184S, the Peace-Within-One-

Year-Plan, which in fact was & step to drown the revo-
» &

lution in tiie blood of the neonle. He sent agents
inf1litreting into the PVC; they influenced the
new leaderahin in the liagwe Conference of the or-
ganisationas Next thev steoped forward to disrunt
the unitv of the Peovle’s Democraztic Front 2nd to
unde mine lts ravolﬁtionarv struggle. Thakin Nu
also asked and received help from *the forelign »ar-
nongering gove mments.

After all these preparations, the pupnet
government broke a lull of several months and
launched the third offensive relying on the newly
scquired foredgn arms and the cleverly built "fifth
column® in the PVO. But once again his= hooes crashed
on the rocks.

Even while Thakin MNu's thrust along the
fangoo-idendzlay and the Rangoon-Prome routes was
g=ining momentum, the PDF held a conference in
Prome, in March 1850. Agents of Trakin Nu with soéme
vacclllating PVO leaders tried to wreck the conferen
ce and to kindle the fire of disorganisztion and
terror throughout the libersted areas, In snite of

Midile Borme
this the, PDF Conference was successfully convened.

This conference was important in thst 1t
consolideted further the forces of the PDF gnd im-
proved them to continue thelr march along the road
of the nrotracted war ‘to the ultimate geal.

. Althougﬁt%DF had been established since
March 1948, member organisstions had been loosely
organised. Some peuasants even in the llbersted zones

were still not united unde® & common body; the same

case 2xlisted for the workers, There wes no unified
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1an@reform scheme in the libersted areas, Libera-
tion forces rfought separstely without a cetralised
command. There were vari ous 2rmed forces - the
Peonle’s Liberation Army led by the Communist Par-
tv, the People’s Army of the PVO and the Revolu-—
tlonary Burma Army, each separate on its own and
not under a single headquarters,

The Prome Conference of the PDF cor-
rected these errors. The main achievement wes the
decision to mnify the armed forces of the movement
into & single "People s Army" consisting, to begin
with, & division plus one brigade. The conference
confirmed the election of Thakin Than Tun, “enersl
Secretary of the Communist Party as President of
the PDF and Supreme Commander of the Pecole’s Army.
A unified land reform programme was adopted and
steps were laid out to unite workers and peasanté
into single oftganisations.

The conference also resclved thet, pen-
ding the proclamation of the People’s Revublic of
Burma, the Central Orgenising Committee of the PDF
was to be entrusted with full governmental powers,

Thakin Nu government, meanwhile used
all his military strength to open up the lMandzlay
and the Prome lines from Rangoon. The PDF forces
withdrew from the towns and took their defence in
the countryside. The plan to disrupt the PDF fronm
within also turned out to be a great farce. True,
certain sections of the PVO oroke away from the PDE
Some of them, led by Thskin Nu's secret agents, sum

rendered to the government: others kept fighting on

Large nuubers of the PVO still renain within the PDF
like in Lower Burma, where a brigade of the Pedple’s
Army wae aven formed with the PVOs and the People’s
Liberation Armv. Thersfors after he had opened the
Lnndalzz:ind the Prome road, Thakin Mu found the PDF
smaller in number, narrower e in the amount of land 1t
controlled, hut stronger in force and firmer in ite
struggle. That was the reason why he nhad to report
on July 19, 1850 on his Peace-within-one-year Plan
in & differ=nt manner from what he expected a year
ago. This London-selected Prime Minister nevertheless
tried even then to deceive the peonle, Without an
apology for his nrimery school arithmetic, he said
that 95 ner cent of his pnlan was achleved 1n a year
but as the "insurgents" wers still active, the re-
maining 5 ver cent would take a much longer time to
accomplish.

ay after day, peopﬁlg saw with hatred,
the smiling mask of the Iu governghnt slipping off,
It had, to sathsfy the masses and to“gshow that it
was a "socialist®™ government, tried t;\ifage "ne-

y

tionalisations" and "land-reforms®. But

in Barmnﬁwill not be nationslised, The British firms
L ¢ »

st111 meintain thelr Aeath-like gkip on the matire

economv of the countrv.
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The people had grown disgusted at his dirty

denegogic tricks. The rank and file of his organisation
itself began to revolt. On the other hand, the peovole
rallied more ard more a;;ea the PDF and under the
leadership of Thakin Than Tun, are marching forward
on their way to victory.

Here, before I continue to acquaint the
reader withT;reaent developments in the country, I
would like to pause a while to introduce to him (her)
some sketches about the liberated areas of Burma.
These sketches, I hope, would give the reader a rough
idea how the people are struggling for their victory
and also about the new life that 1s springjing up in

our country of peacocks and gold,

PART TWO
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CHAPTER IX ¢ [
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 BUILDING AN ARMY '

Once, I was at the Lower Burma Sureau of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party.

A loudspeaker, extended from the wireless
station, hang near the messs, Groups of comrades were
standing around listening to the news given in the
PDF broadcast. Two women and three men were clearing up
the pots, plates and other utensils. Two children,
about three years in age were playing around the flag-
poste.

The news ended and the broaicast was hy¢phen-—
ed by a record. Then an officer of the People.’s Libera-
tion Army reviewed the military situation of the fort-
night. In clear plain phrases and sentences: he des-
cribed the strength of the armed forces of the people.
In plain laymens language he exposed tie military
tactics of the enemy. In a rousing conclusion he called
upon the people to repulse the offensive of the enemiesd
Then the transmission closed down.

The platoon comménder blew his whistle. Roll
Call. The Bureau Guards fell into line and somebady had
to fetch away the two children who kept playing in i
and out: smongst the guards. *

I welked over to a place where a three-inch
mortar and an oerlicen was kept. The oerlieon bore
the neme of"Hpone Tint", a hero of the People,s Libera- ‘
tion Army who gave up his life to capture the gun. In
the seventh battallion his remains lie, distinguish-
able from the others by the oerlican skell placed on
the wooden box, »

a4
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The Guards had finished reporting. Now they
turned left to face the flag-post. There was ho flag on |
exactly at the moment (it was hoisted only on speeial
occasions) but they gave a salute to th#lag of the
Revolution, ;

I looked at the rifles. they held. All wer j

(]

her .merican or 3ritigh ritfles. I did not sven Iind
gpancse onee.
Jell equippede... ready to face any enemy...a
could modern army, modern in the sense that it serve the
g interests of the down-trodden masses, instead of serv-
ing the feudal lan@ilords and cgpitalistse..
It was mxswEk¥xwai¥ex no easy matter building
axch an armye.
When. the puppets launched their first offen-
sive on the 28th }March 1948, the arms we had were next
| to nothing. In order to defend ocurselves and to keep ¥
} the bammer of the people raised, what we needed pri-

{ marily for that moment had been arms and arms. Groups
" of volunteers started seizing arms from smaller villag—f
es where the headmen: and ocne or two of his XEAAHGULES

head=-cf-ten~hauses had double barrels and in some
cases,rifles to defend the village against dacoits.
Then villagers of well organised villeges would volun—
, teer to "attack" ancther. With two or three persons
\ holding fire-arms, groups of peasants armed anly with
: pointed bamboos would surround larger villages and
‘ demand the Isndlords axd the headmen to surrender their |
arms. Such manoe:vres met with little oppositione. ;
' Then came highway "robberies", The city news—
: pepers carried reports about unknown bands of persons
stopping motor buses on the road, "threatening" the
passengers with arms. They refused, bewildered report-—
ers said, money or jewellery vhich the frightened
passengers would offer. A1l they did was to disarm the
/ police or seldiers who happened to be along, then would
permit one and all, including the police aud military,
to continue their jo@ley.

i

! In Waw Township, a group of women armed with

\\\bamboa sticks, attacked:cand disarmed a police patrol. !
"Mot all these had been clean, you know," a

township party leader told me, laughing. He was an"arms
gatherer” of those first days. "Once I saw by chance

a sub-inspector of police with a revolver pouch proud
on his hips. I whipped out my pistol from my pocket
and demanded that he give me his shooter. The fellow

R




gecret

wes so frightened that you could see his knees shake.
a

My! How a policeman eeuxé get scared when he is not
¥umicrmg torturing innocent persons, but locking into #
the barrel of a gun ! I put up a very stern face, the
stiffest. I could make and relieved the officer ot his
six-shooter. But of all the joke... my pistol had no
bullets ! " ,

Those were the hardest days.s Chased and hound |
ed by police and troops, cadres had to keep moving from{
one village to another, dodging, hiding end sometimes |
hitting back. They sleep in one place, the next dgy !
they would be holding a meeting iIn another....mniles 1
awgy. If we were not working for the people or if the
people had not been with us, the movement would hawve {
been crushed from the very beginning.' 1

With the police hot on their heels, cadres |
worked hard, issuing pamphlets, holding meetings, dis-
cussing, organising and seizing arms at the slightest
opportunity. _ )

Next came the attacks on large villages where
police outposts were stationed. Sometimes, the police: ¢
came over to Jjoin the people;'s fighters. Mostly battles
had to be fought out.

Of course, the government sent its police and
troops combing the countryside, in search of these
"insurgents" and "commnist dacoits". By then, the peo-
plea' fighters were able to carry on a considerable
amount of systematic guerilla warfare. Police squads
which dared to probe long into the scattered villages
would be attacked or ambushed, disarmed amd driven off.
Thus began the se’Eting up of liberated zones and bases
which were to play so important a role in the coming 7
years of the revolution.

These brave pioneers were the neucleus of
the Peopless Army which gallantly fights today for a
new and happy life of the peoples in Burma.

Risk and danger, death or torture were things
very common to them. ney had many trying moments: for
instance, a group of cadres; were tracked down and
driven to the banks of the sea. There was no other way
out and these staunch fighters rowed out into the open .

sea in small boats. There were also women and children

O
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amengst them and for three days they floated, then re-
turned and made a dash ' landing semewhere aleng the
Sittang river. From there they gradually dreve the
enemy back.

Then many members ef the gevernment ferces
(Burma Rifles) csme over te the revelutienary fighters.
By that time raids en smaller tewns ceuld eveng¢ be
waged.*The erganisation and centrel ef the greups
became mere and mere stabilised, and then, was bern ¥
the Peeple’s Liberatien Army under the direct leader-
ship of the Cemmunist Party. But, fer a leng time,
"Red Guards", the name used by these earliest resis-
tance fighters , stuck te the army: the peasants net
only mmiIwixkixems kept calling the armed cemrades as
"Red Guards" but weuld alse speak of themselves as
"Reds".

At the time I was at the Iewer Burma Bureauj
@ single united army had net been fermed as then. But
the PLA was preperly erganised, centralised actien un-
der direct cemmsnd frem a General Headquarters ceuld
even be carried sut. The success ef building up wire-
less service had made it pessible te hawe daily centa-
cts between the GHQ and Zenal Cemmands. Brigade Head-
qusrters even were starting te have wireless statiens.

Defenee of the liberated areas are alse
proeperly . erganised. In villages we have the Peeple ‘s
Militias, under the centrel ef the Peeple s Administra-
tive Committees. Cadres trained by the FLA, return ta
their villages and relay what they had learnt. The
Peo?l.es' Militias are armed with varisus weapens, pei¥ec
peinted bambees, Burmese swerds called"dahd' beeby-
traps, home-made fireasrms er Japanese rifles. Their »
main duty is te defend their ewn villages, se that #f
they ceuld alse de their wwn werk at the same time,

Then ceme the full-time guerillas, the Peee
ple’s Guerillas. They are a mebile ferce, mere strict
in training, better armed, eperfting threugheut their
whele tewnship. Their duties are pretty wide ——— equi-
valent in seme cases te the:fPLA, blewing up bridges, &
semetimes participating in assaults en enemy bases.
They alse mestieipase operate under the Peeple‘s
Administrative Committees but in full co-operat:l:on wk
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waith the strategy of the army.

sll military service, from the Peoples Mili-
tia te the Army, are veluntary: there is always an ex-
cess eof velunteers for the Army than it ceuld receive
and it is very oiften,'that many patriets a‘d‘ﬁ:.ﬁi
persuaded to werk on the"imner frent", that preductien
is alse as impertant as military service. i

Thus we see the building up ef a People's |
Army in a semi-celenial ceuntry. Sens of werkers, pea-
sants, petty-beurgeeisie amd ether revelutionary ele-
ments, veluntarily grouping tegether,training, learn—
ing, fighting, werking fer the people they love. Net
a single one of them is paid: they are dressed medest-
ly and eat very poer feed. If there is anything which
they have in abundance, it is nething else but the
leve of the peeple, shewered upen them. W

Exactly eppesite in many details, we find %
the"Unien" ferces ef the puppet gevermment. Apart frem
paying salaries te the seldiers, they enticed them te
leet and plunder the villages they seized. Dressed in
bright uniferms, smethered in luxury, these men prove
te be very weak fighters. \

Even with the lavish spendings ef the geverne
ment, the reactionaries find great difficulty te Tece
ruit new seldiers, Mereever, these already in the army
weuld leave their pests in small greups and ge ever W
with arms, te the side of the revelutien. The "Secial-
ists" even baited the ypung students frem their class-
reoms and after giving them & few days’ training amd
bright uniferms with bits and ends frem the USA army
supplies, weuld send them te the frent. Very seen, hm-é]
ever, when the All Burma Students’ Unien teek up arms
against the gevernment, the entire "students® ferce"
ef the Secialists turned eut a great flep. 5

Then there was anetper dirty mnqﬂgkrre the
ruling clique did te get seldiers. They let lesse the-
jr ferces running amek smeng the villages, burning,sX
plundering. Villages were burnt te the greund and pee-
ple were driven inte tewns.

These peer,hemeless, unempleyed peeple were
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.o /their simple suberdinates ¥¥f in detail, hew te kill
R / plunder and burn.

at a less te de anything at all. Te put a sugar-ceating
en the quinine, the gevernment established*Relief Cem-

mittees: whe of ceurse ceuld de nething much. Fventue—
ally, army recruiting efficers “ran te the rescue”,
Thus peasants became seldiers with erders te sheet W
dewn their ewn brethers, Fer a time, na urally, every-
thing seemed te ge well. Then guided by the prepaganda
service of the Communist and ether revelutienary fizhi-
ars, these people began te pender befere pulling their
triggers. Enlightened peasant seldiers weuld bluntly
refuse te burm and kill, knewing that it was the same
experier'me that they had undergene.

Lacking man-pewer, especially man-pewer te
carry en a ruthless reselute fight against the “Cem—
munists” the gevernment de ¥ net even hesitate te find
an ally ameng the bad-hats emd-mebbe®s. These bsnds ef
rebbers and daceits gmurse net the slightest cemcience
te censider what they are deing, end that was exactly
what the gevernment desire. Mereever these criminsls
knew enly tee well that they weuld be severely punish~
ed fer their anti-peeple crimes ence the Cemmunists-g
getJnld—tﬂthen.Thna, many badhats became lieutenants

or captains in the gevernment ferces: these men tamght

Semetimes it w%g very amusimg te read seme
newspapers, the shameless ergams ef reactien. I will
recall ene instance in which a paper described abeut
*Chilly“Ba Yin.

IR RE i

Ba Yin, the daceit, cemmitted many crimes in
the Thanatpin Tewnship.and because of his het charscter
cemparable te chillies, the peevle called him “Chilly"
Ba Yin, Later when the whele csuntry rese against the
govermment, Ba Yin styled himself as a revelutienary
and seized the tewn. The gevermment knew very well wie
he was amd se they cencentrated enly en"Cemmunist”
villages and left Thanatpin in-the hands ef this
daceit and raper,

Hewever, because of the actiens ef the haroic'
PLA, situatiens became tee het,even fer "Chilly"Ba Yiny
Se he left the tewn and struck eut eastwards cress—
ing the zeme held by the FLA Meanwhile;, the heneurasble
Papers were carrying nesws abeut the misdeeds ef ‘




Chilly Ba Yin er Daceit Ba Yin. During his dash acress
the PLA Zene, there were alse published rumeurs abeut
Ba Yin’s death in the hands ef the dmmmkimx Cemmunists.
In reality, Ba Yin was able te dedge the PLA and esce-
ped cressing the PXX Sittang river te ThatenJ

In Thaten, Ba Yin ‘Surrendered" te a certaim
EEXNEXYE Bo Mo Jo, a commasnder of the Government Uniom

Army, expressing his dedire to fight against the revole |

utionariess Eventually he was re-equipped with better
arms and & larger smount of smmunitions. Newspspers at
once changed their tones amd samg in praise of the
"patriotic commander Ba Yin" who had decided to devote
his energies to the cause of restoring"peace" in the
land, 4

A few days later found Ba Yin te his old w»
tricks againe Public opinion in Thaton became toeo loud
for the stuffed ears of Bo Mo Jo aad Ba Yin had te be
chased out.

The same newspapers carried this headline:-~

"Chilly"® Ba Yin, the dacoit, takes to jungles
again !

CHAPTER X

ALL OUT FOR THE REVOLUTION

I remember making a journey from one major
base to another, covering about 200 miles, not encounter--
-ing a single enemy. Here at this moment I would just ik

like to write aboul the various means of transport we
had used on that trip.

Of course, we did not travel always on fine
asphalt roads and rails: for the most part we were on the
fields, in the jungles, over the mountain ranges. Con~-
tact between one base and another may be difficult amd
slow but never impossible.

We walked for a great part of our jeurmey.
Sometimes we had to take small Burmese canoes called
"Bauk-tu". If we had a good bauk-tu all we had to do was
to sit still, but if, by chance he foungd himself in one
that leaked, woe-be-tied that man. He would have to keep

bailing the water out at a non-stop rate, the only
thing by which he could console himself was that the
rains did not come downe. Ah ! But sometimes they did !

Then we also rode carts @rawn by oxen. There
are no metalled roads between villages, hence in many
parts motorised traffic is impossible, Even in summer,
wien motor vehicles make their way #o villages near the
highway, they have to followthe cart-tracks. Even in doi
ik ing so they have to cut down the height of the kazins
(field enbankments) which are too high for their axles.
Thus in this people’s war, the farther a village is away
from the highway, the safer it becomes from motorised
surprise attacks.

In some places, oxen are unsble to pull carts
through the mud and swamps. Here the buffaloes with im-
mense horns take their place. The villagers are. always
willing to place these means of transport imr the hands
of their heroic fighters.

We also travelled by military lorries when we
came to roads controlled by us; we had captured a lot of




e
vehicles from the enemy, including armoured cars and
Iight tanks.

Railway was also a means we took. We travelled '
for about 25 miles by rail, driven by revolutionary work~

ers. It was a pity we did not have a chance to travel by
motor launches, ran by the People’s Transport Servicel
launches that once belonged to the Irrewaddy Flotilla
Company. .

But in the jungles and mountains, none of the
abovementioned mesns of transport, except, of course,
travelling on foot,was possible. We had taken elephants
there.

Elephants, gigantic creatures as they are, con-
quered by tiny men. They are very useful in jungles and

- mountains, though they could carry less on their backs
than by hauling. They can easily drag huge trunks of time
ber, but on thelr backs, they will be able to carry only
about six - seven hundred pounds. They make their way
through the jungles, clearing their route through over-.
ham ging bamboos. Slowly but firmly, they pick their
way along the dangerous paths which are no wider than
their own feet.

Once the mahout gave me command of the beast
and slid down holding the huge ears. This man had a ter-
rible malaria attacking him every now and then. When the
attack came he would slidedewn from the elephant and lie
down on the wayside covering himself with his longyi.
His fellow mahouts would pay no attention to this. "It w
was nothing extraordinary". A few minutes later, he would
appear somewhere in the front, by means of a short cut;,
and nimbly climb up asgain onto the neck of the snimaIl. I
hope, by now he is getting better with ocur paludrineg I
am afraid, he could not have improved much, anyway.

As I guided the elephant (my comrades poked £
fun at me because I called this huge thing my "daughter" )
I Iooked at the long line of elephants. On their hips
were branded the marks of the teak companies they had
once belonged.

This is not the first thme that elepharts are
participating in warfare. In ancient Burma, they consti-
tuted a very important part of the army. When the Japan-
ese came, they found themselves in the fight against the

Britishe British troops, when they waged countersjungle=-
warfare, used these elephants. Brigadier Wingate's army ,
the Chindits, knew very well, the value of these ele-
phents in Burma operations.

Just a single journey, but what various means
of travel.! By this, it can be seen how many difficulties
face the guerilla in his everyday task: by this it cam
be judged how everything, living or unliving, big or sa=
small, primitlve or modern is being utilised in this gra
greatest people ‘s struggle Burma has ever had. For the
enemies,on the other hand, everything, even nature,seem
to have sided with{hhe revolution.

In rainy seasons, it is impossible for mechans
ised troops tp advance., All the fields are covered with
water (especially in the southern districts) and commu~
nications are possible only by smell and slow moving ¥4A
boats. Here, for instance, is an advantage for the guer-
i1las provided by nature. ’

Then take bamboo. This has also turned cut to
be a deadly enemy tr the puppet forces. It is not only
used as rafts fom the rivers but could also be used as
weapons. Pointed bamboo staffs, at chose quarters and in
experienced hands will be no less useful than bayonetted
rifles. Out of bamboo, arrows are also made and with poi-
gon (also got from the jungles) on their tips, they can
scare the wits out of a night sentry, simply thinking
about such silent "snipes". Then also, the "Pyit-taing-
dsungs” (meaning upright-in-any-way-you-throw-it) are
even more dreadly.These are six pointed bamboc crosses i
which always have three points protruding towards the sig ‘,
sky.They are usually laid out in thousands near the vilé ,
lage and if the enemy attacked, the village would stay
"gilent” until they approach near their traps. Then one
or two firearms would open fire. The soldiers rushed to ‘
take cover sad as they downe§ themselves on the ground !
behind good covers, the protruding pyit-taing-daumgs
would pierce their breastse

No doubt, this is not very pleasant.' One does
not enjoy killing human lives: for £ many Burmens, net
even the lives of animals. But we who hate killings have
to wipe out the root causes that lead the world to—wesrs\




to wars. For this we fight, for our freedom, for our
very existence. For 2ll these the people had taken
up arms. Hawving clearly seen that this is their fight
and that this is the sctual road to happiness, the
people respond eagerly im this heroic struggle. Their
enthusiasm to defeat the enemy,in the shortest possi- .
ble stretch of time, is demonstrated in the efforts
they make to invent weapons.

We kmow fully well from lessons given by
the Chinese people ‘s struggle and by our owm experi-
ences that in a Peoples Liberation Struggle, the
imperialists would supply us with arms,; of course,
through the transport officers concerned. We have al-
ready received from the Chiang Kai-shek of Burma, ,
Thakin Nu, ocur foremost quotas which had placed us on :
equal footings with the enemy. i

But we do not merely hope and wait for these |
"gifts” alone. It is only correct that we should alsec !
work em our own at the same time, For instance, the
people had invented "Yana-bon—kwin" which meams; the éﬂ.
peril-destroyer. The basic patgrn is a crude weapon \
mafle out of a single barrel iron pipe, whbth a wooden
body. Gun-powder, bits of iron and even wood are stufi
fed into the iron pipe and a fuse is burned through a
hole in the rear.

Of course it takes time to reload and fire ‘
again and so gradual developments are being made on ‘m
this first patern. Yan-bon-kwin competitions are held ‘
al]/over the liberated areas. Some ewen died expe.tdmen:-
ting new improvements. In some areas the people
weapons have reached a very high standard. For insé
tance, a Young Communist League organiser in Pegu
District is the proud owner of a "modernised" Yanbonw
kwine It works just like a rifle, only the barrel is
a bit toe long and wide in circumference. There i+o
safety catch and the bullet looks like a double Barrel

_ cartridge. Although it gets stuck sometimes, the

Youth orgamiser would not swap this treasure for any
American rifle.

I read an article,written by XX A.T.Steele
in the New York Herald Tribune of February 2nd 1951.
Regarding his views it is not worth mentioning but

which went
A A

limited

3 faw Pacts he gave could be interesting. For instance
he wrote:-

"The cammmists remain a nidsance Indulging
in hit and run raids, frequent acts of sabotage and
terrorism."

It is clear for the knowing reader to underé
stand what "nuisance” and"terrorism” mean: it is slso
s tribute to the revolutionary fighters, for how else
could a strategy against superior arms in our country
be ? The correspondent must have got these news from
the Rangoon bosses immw But he had got the essence of
the first years of th#s protracted Iiber=ation war.

Then again he said, ".... in a few cases they
were reduced to using wooden bullets.”

I don“t know if he was trying to sneer but
what a great salute Steele had given us ! He intended
to make fun of his elders, but found himself bewing Z4
Iow in front of them.

’ Correct, about the wooden bullets. And the
credit goes to the patriotic Karen guerillas who were
not backed by the British Miimrpdtissiumx secret
agents. They were short of ammunitions but the fight .
for freedom had to be waged. They made bullets, but
instead of metal tops, they substituted yindafk wocd
which, hard as it were, served equally as well,

The People’s Democratic Front alse hsve
"arsenals” nearly in every district. Here they make
Yanbonkwins, repair guns, out of order, maike rifle bul-
Iets. These arsenals use a kind of mwtm# soft metal
for the bullet tops, which, it must be confessed, were
not as good as yindaik. Then, when fired, the amount o
of smoke waving on the harrels betray the position of
the gurman, But considering the Aamount of material
abtainable, these preducts may be takem as satisfacto-
Yo

The greatest successes of these arsenals Iie
in the booby~traps and mines. Strong bridges broken
down, lorry loads of soldiers blown up, rail lines
damaged... these are *usM few achievements: of the
Peoples arsenals, where $he-~women are a‘t work,
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Thus we 3ee how the people, with bare hands, .
struggled tc azrm and defend themselves, to settle !
accounts with the oppressors. With next to nothing
they fought against all odds and succeded in building
up an army of their own. And if their efforts are re-
markable, more deserving of praise is their spirit "
that pushed them forwaerd to achievements. !

Let me introduce Ba Tu ,tc you,whom I met
in one of the southern vdllages. He was a farm labours
er: even when I saw him, he was working for a rich ééé'
peasant, A

Those were unstable times when we were acew }
qainted: we had only recently entered the village amd
restored order. Enemies were around us, we were ex- i
pecting a mopping-up sy moment. The moral of the vil-|
lagers had been low amd co~operation was slow in coméa
ing.' By experience these willagers kmow that once the
enemy succeeded in entering their village, the people
who had helped us would have te pay the worst. They
were timid and restless, organisation was not stromg,
they would betray = start as soon as they hear a riﬂe
shot, Some slept in trenches.

In those very moments, Ba Tu whistled while
he worked. He had no illusions about the fact that
our small force would have ® retreat, even running i
the risk of being cut off and totally smashed, if
the enemy chose to advance. He shared with us the hope
that reinforcement might break through: he has decided
that he would come with us in the event of defeat, !
this time. Previously there had been advances and re-
treats and Ba. Tu knew very well abou them.

"Ugh! These rogmes!" he would tell us,"Yom
know what they did ? They came aroung teo houses, all
in a hurry, ssked the people whether they were hiding b
‘Reds” in their homes. Then they searched. And
where ! Inside the hollows of bamboo rafters and so
forth. These fellows know the knack, these scroundrels:

They would find a five-rupge note stuck im a bamboe

and at once it disappeared. They search in small cases
wirere women ‘s skirts are keptooso You could see them ;
in the streets, drunk and unashamed, with women’s

8ilk skirts amﬂ.‘ underwears in one hand, a rifle in the
other,"

N
i

Ba Tu was an old friend of the "Reds". He
had always listened to their lectures, attendeddf
demonstrations and demanded land. When the armed
resistance broke outj

"T simply said: this is the thing for me.
This is the way to get land. And I fought side by
gide with the comrades, gathering arms and the like,"

He considered himself as a member of the arm
my, though he was mot; and would hurry up in his day’s
work so that he could offer the rest of his time to
the cause. No barrier existed between him and us, he B
had seen action quite a number of times with a rifle
in his hands.’

A squad leader once told me azbout him, "Ba
Tu i@ danger in himself. I wouldn‘t like tp have him
near me in battle, you know what the fellow used to &e
do 7 He doesn‘t like to hug the ground. He shoots
standing, and in the thick of gunfire toe !"

Well, this was no preferable bravery. This
was foolishness and I told him so.

"Now, now, you are starting with your criti-
cisms. Tell me, what de you want to be afraid of
those fools for ? They couldn®t hit a mountain if
that were their target. First, I slways kissed the £
ground, then I found out they couldn’t do a thing even
if I stood. You have never faced this group around
here, you stould see how they used their three-inch
mg;\tars.Once we were facing one another with a creek in,
between, within rifle range.They used that blessed
mortar. All their shots went way back behimd us, and
Just to meke them angry, I damced on our cliff, They
went at me with rifles, the thieves;" he spat im dise
gust;y "they couldn’t even Jjudge the range !"™

"Yow were dancing ?"

"Yes,; why not ?"

"You are a devil, Comrade Ba Tu, some day
a bullet will get you in some place you will net
appreciate."”

He laughed with that namghty twinkiIe in ¥
his eyes. "if they don’t get me on the nose, it8 0.K."

1 can never forget this jovial fellow, he
had been a brother to us. Sometimes we used to tell




for him
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rim,

"Comrade Ba Tu, what a horrible xwwthmx
heat your village has ! Come, let s have some tea."

"What? The heat is in your heads. And you
want tea ? Can’t you make it yoq'éelves ? You lazy
""""" But when we got into the kitchen to make tea
he would come im gfter us, laughing and tugging at
our esrs, would drive us out "in order that a fellow
could boil tea in peace". Sometimes we used to cut
his firewood in his absence and when he came back his
face would be a mixture of gratitude and love but,
suddenly he would assume an angry lool and bawl at us,

"You monkeys, why do you have to do all this‘i
Can“t you keep' to your silly trainings and literature 1
instead of cutting faggots 7"

But when we read those "silly" literstures
to Irim, he, an ilIiterate, would listen intently,
sometimes with tears in his eyes, and at the end would
mutter that he was glad he was working for the revel-
utiom, for that was the only means &y for attaining
happiness for the rural proletariat.

Ba Tu i& dead nows I heard he was shot in
the thigh while firing at the enemy, as ususl, on his
feet. He dropped, locked at his wound and smiled.

"They got me one in the thigh; could hawve
been worse.™

With that he went on shooting, without draw-
ing to the rear, 8iscbeying.the platoon comnander ‘s
imstruction. He was always a bad sold:[er in this res=
pect. He didn“t like discipline, that’y why he did
not want to be a member of the party, nor even of the
army. After the engagement the platoon leader found KA
him; dead, a bullet in his chest. He must have been
shooting on his hauncheds

Ba Tu was just a common msn. He fought beda
cause he understood that this was the only way to be
emencipateds He would rather die fighting than stay
in slavery.

’ Ba T was a brave patriot, but no model
heroce. He was Jﬁst one of those simple folks, who
courageously fought and gave their lives to the cause.

|
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With all his great hatred against feudal. landlords,
he had not proved to be a good soldierd

But the people will not forget men like Ba
Tu for it was such,kind of spirit that Raxwxkmi he
had’, which Iaid@ the foundatioms of the revolution.

Menm with such spirits; with their unswerving efforts n

built a healthy army of the people., However it is a
sad affair that some fighters for liberty are still
dispersed in other groups. These armed forces will

have tr be united.in order to wage a final offensive

"againsg the Thakin Nu government,; so that men like

Ba Tu can enjoy what they had been hoping for in all
these years.




CHAPTLR LI

POWLR TO THs PLOPLA

Uhn-bin-dank village has something Imxzomman
better than the three otners neignbouring it: a street

paved wita rea bricks runs from the village monastry
on the eastern side to the white pagoda on the west.

It is the central one of the thre: streets, I mean
proper streets of course, for the villagers walk about

as they like; any space between two houses becomes a
patn for tnem.

w«hen,for tne second time I went to Ohnbin-
dan, I noticed a great change.The paved street had ¥

been repaired, there were no cracks nor damages as
haa been before, I noticeda the change much more than il

the otners because on my first visit, T tripped on a
Jjutting stone and cut my biz toe. That was why I ask-
ed tne chairman of the village, that evewing, how it
came about that the street was so nicely repaired. He
laugneu and introduced to me a man who had just come
into the house for a visit. "This fellow startea it,
ask him. Hde could tell you better."

Thar Gaing, a member of tne village People's
Militia, was one of the best activists of the village.,
He kept blushing before he explained to me.

"Well, it was once when Chit Maung went up
to tomn. e came back and brought with him &hree bot-
tles of country liquor. He is my boon companion, you
see, soO % frieda one of my hens and had a boose with himj
in uncle s barn.ill would have been well if we just '
Kept quiet and stayed there, but we came back. Chit
Maung, that joking monkey, he challenged me and laid
a bet that I wouldn 't dare to throw three stones on
my motner-in-law’s house. I was drunk, comrade, so,
the devil take it, I pickea up three broken bricks and
hurled them neatly on that corrugated iron roof.

"My mother-in-law is a very touchy woman,
always pouting and guarrelling with one or the other.

By tne time tne second stone fell, she was already out

and as soon as thira one struck, she chased me with a
.

stick all rouna the village. che swore at me, called

me names wna 7ould nave cracked my nead were she able
catch hold of me. She masn t satisfied : she came and
complained here."

Thar caing nodued towards tae village chair-
man who aduea ror him,

"She came and told me: 'you are the govern-
ment here. fou better take action against Thar Gaing
or I will. 4h ! a dangerous woman !"

n Uf course, tie complaint was taken up,"
Thar Gaing continued," and my mother-in-law would stop
at nothing snort of a punishment. 3esidea, the Peo-
ple’s wilitias also considered this as a misconduct
on my part. 5o the judges decidea that I should do
something for the village -- that is, to repair the
damaged portion of the street in front of my mother-

in-law’s house.

iy wife quarrelled with mx her mother for
making mountains omt of molehills, but I gladly went
to work because I knew I had committed something
wrong. Besides,the punishment was not forced on me
but toe judges and I discussed what was to be done
and I had agreed to the proposal. while I was working
on the strect, my friends came and poked fun at me:
my mother-in-law sat in front of her house with a
big cheroot and enjoyed looking at me toil fj with
tne bricks. Then San Htu came. He is a Communist and
leader of our People's Militia, I am sure you know
him,...de went znd sat down near my mother-in-law
and kept smiling at me.

"But that night he called a meeting and =
and talked about the street, how it was badly in need ‘
of repair and so forth. He told us}gg}le we destroy
the oppression of the reactionary government we must
also build ana construct for a better living. He pro-
posed that the Peopie's militia should repair the @
whole street from end to end.

"These news spread and the next week we
repaired the whole street. Not only the People's Milat
tiz, but the whole village turmea out. And you know

wnat ? wy mother-in-law was there too "




"But where dad you get tane oricks from %"

1 askeu thnem.

"On, there was a ruineu bungalow near our
viliage, usually usea by touring officers. The town-
ship Committee gave us jermission and we pulled it
down for bricks."

'S0, so," I mused, "I won 't cut my big toe
again; and do I say thanks to Comrade Thar Gaing for
that 2"

But the villiage chairman was serious now.
"No, you will be wrong," he said slowly,"we used %o
Jjoke that it was because of Thar Gaing that the streeft
was repaired, but sSan Htu corrected us. He said that #]
it was because of the People's Power. Had it not been
for the People's Power, Thar Gaing would have been in
the stocks for two days or maybe, he might have to pay
a fine to the village headman. Now, it is different.”

"and I won't get drunk again. If I do, I'11
be getting into trouble," Thar Gaing added.

"fhat sort of trouble ?"

"The People's iMilitia will torow me out, and
I wouldn't like that."

A new Power is springing up in the liberated
areas. The bureaucratic system of the old days had
been overthrown, a People's Administration which guidg
the people and smashes the forces of reaction is being
built up by the revolutionaxxmEx. ;

There is a saying which the Eurmese people ﬁ
had inheritea from the past: "There are five enemies--
Water,Fire,King,Thief and Hatred."For the present I
shall just concern myself with the third enemy, the
King, or later as the term implied, the government.
Since the amiient times, kings and governments had
all along been the enemies of the people. For hundreds
and hundreds of years they, who did not represent the
people, were mere instruments of the oppressing class-
es, utilised with unsparing cruelty to suppress the
people.

That is the reason why in large areas of 3urma

the sovernment system of the rfeudal Lan}ords and mono-

poly capitalists nas deen liquidated. However, this
does not mean that the liberated areas have no zgovern-
went at all: on tne contrary, tney have a really popu-
iar, nence stronger government on al. levels of
administration.

In ail villiages of the liberated and fight-
ing areas of Burma, People's Administrative Committees
have been set up. Formerly there were the representa-
tives of the landlords and kulaks, the so-called.
"Thugyi" or the neadmen, managing the affairs of the -
village. These men were not responsible to the peo-
ple over whom they bossed, hence all the more suffer-
ings of* the people. kany of the headmen collaborated
with the Japanese and were responsible in many cases %
for conscripting poor peasants for the "bDeath Railway"
to Siam.

For the peasants, govermment in any form
from the village headmen upward to "white face offi-
cigls", had been nothing but causes of their misery
and sorrow., That was the reason why many people loath-

ed the word "government" in itself and in some cases
SoWMe one

' even objecteu whenL;eferzdag to the PACs as the zovern-

ment. That xExx word suggests for them the township
oftficer who put them up for trial for nom-payf¥pgment

~ of heavy taxes. It sugzests for them the police who

tOﬂ}ured land tenants because they could not pay the
lanlord his Fent. It suggests for them the headmen who
tied people up in a barbaric fashion simply because
they faileu to keep their mExghwmmx night-watch to
guard the rich of the village. The word "government" ke
had nothing in their favour: it meant the exploiting
fZnglish, the Fascist Japanese, the laﬂﬁord headmen
and the bureaucratic police, for the peasants.

low the state of affairs are entirely revers-
ed. The new power set up by the revolution is still
an instrument of suppression but there is a great
change behind it. Before, the zovernment had been an
organ of the few to oppress the huge masses. Now it is
an instrument of the huge masses to curb the destruc-

tive activities of the few -- the reactionary classes.
and this revolutionary power is seen in the People's

Administrative Committees.
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The village PAC is the basic Rmxm level of
&

sovernment formea in the liberated areas. As soon as

a village is freed, the old system of zovernment K kast
the bureaucratic thugyi system, under which the people
could have no voice but must zmxEzx bear averything
xaxsxkEmgE with bomeu heads, is abolished. A represen-
tative PAC is, for the time being, nominatea by the
People's Democratic Front. After a few months when the
influence of the reactionary elements are curbed,or
believed to be checked, an election for a People’s
Council takes place.uverybody wno has attained the age
of 18 is entitled to elect or to be elected, everybody
except the landlords, counter-revolutionary rich pea-
sants and obher elements disfilranchised for their anti-
people activities. The elected Pe0ple's Council will
in turn elect the village PAC, a committee consisting
of 5 to 11, according to theMpeeds of the village.
Three members of Justice are also elected by the Coun-
cil. In many districts, elections haudebeen held as
high as the township level.

Miajor-General Aung Jan, after he had entered
the governer s cabinet in 1946, once said, "When all
of a sudden we became government, we tfound ourselves
in a queer atmosphere."

Naturally. He had entered a cabinet which
was within the framework of imperialism: the people,
on the other hand, had mandated him to get indepen-
dence. NoO wonaer his positioq&as a difficult one.

But here, in the liberateda areas a new power
areses. iiew people assume the functions of the govern-
ment. A new kind of society, a new kind of zEXEXMmERX
life -- everything was new. sSome members of the PAC
are illiterate. True, it is not easy for these -simple
folks in many details. They learnt only how to pnlough,
now tney are being askea to rule. However, they do
not find themselves at a loss. The new system demands
of them only common sense, sincerity, trutﬂ_and love
for the people and in these, they do ?ot lack. Guided
by the Communist Paxty and the People s Democratic

ave
front, they always knew whal they wese zbout: their

. : q0 A
main tasiks never weus out of sight and they set them-

selves to these with vigour. For the new society that

is springing up, a aew government is taking snape.

How the situations nave changed in the 1ib-
erated areas under control of the PACs ! The entire
morel of the neople hawe improved, a new kind of man
is in the ma&ingza new man, creative in labour, clean
in conduct and co-operative in building in a better
future.

As far as 1 know, theft does not occur in all
liberateda parts. zven if there are a few cases, during
ali my days in the liberated zones, I never came across
a single case of theft. Once only, loss of a gold ring
was reportea as theft: even then it lacked evidence to
prove that it was stolen. lierchants ply about in the
liberated areas, and they could leave tneir carts
loaded full of wares, under the shade of some tree
to go anywhere they liked. When they come back they
would always find their property intact. Once the
traders’ boats entered the liberated portions of the N
rivers and creeks, they would release a sigh @f relief
because tney had emme to the safe territories. No rob-
ber would fire at them from the banks and demand them
to heave ashore, no drunken soldier would AEIXEXX
board the boat and take away whatever he likes, no
sneaking thief would steal in the dark of the night.

All tnese tnings are done by the unruly Thak:n Nu %

in the non-liberated parts. It nas become a common
incident now, when the traders are asked to pay a toll

in the liberated areas, they would laugn and say,

"What a paltry sum ! in lhakin Nu areas they are five
times greater and besides we gdt to bribe the mili-

tary outposts as well." Then they would ask how they =8
could donate to the funds of the People's Liberation

Army. This they ask in secret, of course, they cannot
let this be known to the agents of the government. -

Bducation is one of the greatest tasks tac-
kled by the mmamkm PAC in co-operation with the or-
ganisations of the people. Burma is an agricultural
country : thus the population is wmeainly rural. However
there were very few schools in villages. One might
travel sometimes througn 20 villages and learn that
not a single schoul /not even primary/ does exist
there, except some sort of teaching given by the
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Heports on wncient _urma,revealed that all
Burmese who nad attained of age could read and write, but
thanks to the British rule, illiteracy ran high, 46% of
the men ana 8U% of the women were illiterate, even under
an official census which recordea all those who could
nrite aown taeir names as literate.

ow in the liberated areas, under the direction

of the PACS. buildings of feudal oppressors are turned
into schools: sometimes new buildings are actually built
up by voluntary labour. Schooul buildings have become the
priae of the villages ana competitions as to who could
build a better school for children X% are becoming a
favourite there. Side by side with elementary schools,
adult education courses are conducted in all corners of
,thg&iberateu zones with great success. Women,who were
unable to read even the Kagyi-Khagwe /alphabets/ before
the resistance, are now able to write reports to their
Women”s Unions.

A PLA man once remarked,

"When I hear,for a few moments, the children
reciting in their class-rooms or singing and playing in
school-compounds , I acquire new strength to go into ten
more battles."

< Yes, the people's power is leading the people
in building,a better way of living. Zven under the great
prescsure of offensives and counter-offensives, villages
are being reconstructed. Some villages were burnt down
by the government troops but, as if in defiance, they
spring up again in better form. Houses are mzam built in
proper order , hygienic, with streets for people and
cart-tracks separate, sanitation and water-drainage,
school buildings and meeting halls.

The shameless British imperialism which ruled
in Burma haa provided but one doctor for every 30,000
people, even then, the distribution was such, that in
villages where 85% of the people live -- medical attentionm
was negligible. Now the PACs in close co-operation with
the People's Army are providing medical attention for the
rural population. Hospitals of the Peopbe's Army, set up

in a chain throughout the liberated areas mfx¥mrma also

dare for tne civilians. The jovernment jut all obstacles
in the way, banning the transfer of medicines into our
zones. They even cut ofi salt from a certain part in Rz
middle Surma with tne effect that the people zot beri-
beri and other aiseases. [he army ana the PAC collected
salt from the south and fougnt theough the cordon to de-
liver it to the people, on elephant trains. 3
In wartime, the efforts of the PACs for military
victory are also very great. Without them, i.e. without

the people, the revolutionary war could not have achieved
ﬂ:huch. Transport and supply, defénce and relief are all

tacled by the PaCs. They not only organise and train the
PeOple's LMilitias, but also manage tne arsenals as well.
The—y help the revolutionary fignters not only with trans-
port but also with postal service. The~y not only act for
the welfare of the people and the improvement of their
living conditions, but also carry out vigilantly, the
suppression of anti-revolutionary elements in their res-
pective areas.

Dut thesgfgreat achievements and one would sure-
ly like to know how they could be possible: to this there
is but one short reply. The ruling power has returned to
the people and the PACs have the support of the masses.

In these days of revolution, trust the reaction-
ary elements to sneak in by the back-door and seize the
power. lMany agents of the landlords grickea the people
and became members of the PaCs: then they try to sabotage
the revolution. The People's Democratic Front has to be
very vigilant about the subversive agtivities, thorough
education has to given to the simple country folks in or-
der to combat such zammikzxxxsXxakmkiXamaxx steps, taken
by the enemy classese.

. I knew one instance when an agent of the land-
lordﬁf?rickeu tne people into getting him elected as
chairman of the PAC, in the village. He then made a show
of activity, "collecting" donations and making Yanbon-
kwins. He could reaa zna write better than anybody in the
village, and so was gquite quick in picking up"the big
terms ana phrases" under which he pretended as a great
revolutionary. When comrades came to the village, he
woula Iind out who tney were: if they were "senior" ones
he woulu Xeep them in his house, make princely food for




them. If tney were " junios8", they would te billeted in
poor houses.

He organised yilitias, but on the other hand
put obstacles in tneir training. The simple organiser
from the tommship PAC was just satisfied with the numeri-
cal strength of the villuge defence, he did not find out
that the members of the kilitias could not even handle
a rifle.

The chairman had in front cof his house a big
Yanbonkwin, painted green, beautiful to look at but never
tested. Un the other nand he passed the word around
secretly, that Yanbonkwins ;g;edangerous and that no
villager should handle them.

He was able to play at this game for quite a
long time until onee, news came that the goverment army

"was marching towards their village. The president of the
poor peasants'union demanded orgahisation of defence but
the "chairman" triea to despair the villagers with, "What
could we do against machine guns and tommy-guns ?" He
gave the green Yanbonkwin to the poor peasants' leader
but that night he disappeared in order to meet the puppet
army and curry their favour before hand.

But ne was not able to return. The People's
Liberation army intercepted the enemy and drove them back
helter skelter to their bases. It was later found out
that the traitor was a rich peasant and even had a son
id%he government army.

The president of the Poor Peasants Union was
unanimously electea as chairman of the villiage PAC.

I

CHAPTER AI1

[HA LuaullG CLass IN ACTIUN

"Come, aunty, join us at dinnert"

ie called out to her as she passed our
mess. ohe was a peasant, about 45 years of age, from
the village nearby, and used to come to our camp
to zet medicines for her sick daughter. she came to
our table and lookea at us stuffing ourselves full.

"yell, this is something ! Instead of
peasants inviting comrades to dinmer -- it is the
other way round. O.K. I think I »ill join in, if you
reazliy mean it."

"gf courset e are not‘paking mere lip-
service."

she got a plate from the stand and the
five of us made room for her at the table. Apparent-
ly, the woman was not hungry but joinea us"just for
the fun of it.".We were uncultured folks, so we got
to talking as we ate, making noise with the spoons
and the dlates; all our fingers were wet, even tbo
the palms of our hands.

"wone of you look like peasants," Aunty
rugeXy made a rude remark.

"No, Aunty," one replied and then rudely
pointed with tne soup spoon towards me, "for in-
stance this comrade was a writer, those two were
students, our political commissar was a worker. e x
are all from towns."

"ind what were you 2"

"I was an unemployed."

The woman laughec and scanned the zrand
banqaet. There was nothing much to speak about --
boilea gourd with a splash of prawns caught by
Comrade U iyo in the nearby brook, saltea fish and 2
chillies with some green leaves to match with. But
the rice was good.

v 1t’s all right Tfor us country folks to

eat such but you urban seovle must find it difficult




Lo eat sucn poor fooa," aunty said to us in a voice
Lhat sSpransg from ner neart of nearts. The Company
2olitical Commissar roared with laughter.

"Wait, Aaunty ! Jhat do you think urban folks
.re ¥ 4hy divide a line between urban and rural Rakf®x
1ike tnat ? It's a funny way. Look, what do you think
workers in towns eat ?"

"You tell me."

" "Nothing at all, sometimes . 7e do not even
have enough rice for the whole month. Yes, we starve,
for all tne back-breaking work we nave to do. You sheu
should rather talk about the difference between the
rich ana the poor. It doesn 't matter whether you live
in cities or in villages, it matters whether you have
uwoney or not."

Aunty listened to him with her hand in the
plate and slowly, she nodded her head.

"Yes, you are rignt t When the landlords
were nere they didn’t eat or live like us peasants."

she mas xmmnxatfuireExzm full of thoughts
even after dinner. Although she had got her medicine
by then, she lingereu in the camp and approached the

.

commissar again.

"Tell me, why do workers have to fight in
this revolution ? #e peasants will get land but you
mont be zetsimg gaininz anything." : g

"No, who told you that ? Ul course a worker f
will not get a factory of his own, but his life is go-
ing toc te a happy one," the commissar said to her, ?
e sat down near tane woman, offered HEx a Burmese
cheroot and struck out a lignht for ner,

»Life has been terricle for the worker,Aunty!
he saia, rubbing his strong, masculine hands, Tthe !
hanas of the worker creates, his work is honourable.
But wnat does he get ? He lives in broken down,
dilapidated houses. There s not even clean air to ¥
breathe. He eats poor food, that even , i5 not enough.
He puts on rags, his son id denied the right to get
educated. e nas mo relief, no enjoyment; he lives
today Jjust to work. He works today just for the sake
that he ma~y live tomorrow. He lives tomorrow just
to work =zgain 7o work -- all for the benefit of those

fellows witn protruding vellies. otill more unbear-

able, the 7orger 7hose nands create zold is looked
down by society. He is a low-domn creature, but a
badly needed one of course, that the bosses mgy live
in luxury over his toil."

"But after the revolution," the commissar
continued, his eyes brightening up, "we will have
better wages. We will have better rights to organise
and improve our living standards. Jhen we grow old,
me will be looked after by the state -- we won t have
to beg. we will have decent homes, not only enough feed
food but nourishment as well. dducation and culture
will be within our reach, our work and we ourselves
will be respected; we can stand shoulder to shoulder
with any boay. We shall always be secure and the work
we do will be for the zood of the entire people and
for world peace. The country will march forward to
socialism. What more can a person want ? No, Aunty,

a worker is different. He dcesn’t mant & private piece
of land oe a private factory of his omn."

Aunty kept listening, her face in a whirl
of smoke from her cheroot. It was then that I noticed
two drops of tears on her wrinkled cheeks, péinful
to perceive but bright and glistening.

Jorkers of Zurma Rgle taking an active role
andd a leading part in this People’s Democratic Revo-
lution. The working class shows its strong discipline,
heroism and self-sacrifice in this great strugzle.
Many workers left the factories tc join the People's
Liberation Forces, many carry on legal struggles.They
are founa in every field, military, production, organ-
isation,and everywhere. They know their historic duty
anua are fulfiliing tneir tasks.

forkers, especially in tine liberated areas,
know what the revolution demands of them and they set
out resolutely to show that they are worthyg of trust #
and capable of leadership. Their sense of duty is no-
ticeably stronger when they know that they are working

J]

for tne cause of emancipationg the people.

by

or example,
the concicusness of the railway workers in th
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It was alrin, the time wnen whole districts,

inclusive of towns, Jere unacr the flag of the 2DF.
'm0 railway lineg, from Linnle to Prome and from Nat-
mauk to Lewe, covering a distance of 180 miles, were
bein, run by the Transport Commission of the PDF.Rail-
may wWworkers on tnese lines were. very militant and ®
well organised. Hailways were ruan under many difficul-
ties, shortage of facilities, military destruction,
and so forth.

unce it so happenea that two trains were
about to collide. The drivers of both the trains knew
the danger, ana had it been in the pre-revolution
days, they would have jumped out of the locomotives
just to same their skins and let the trains dash into
one another. But now, these revolutionary workers
;:;;é the stokers to jump out, but they themselves sia
stayed at their posts, to the last moment trying to
stop the engines. The trains collided but the damage
was small, none of the passengers were badly hurt.
Only the two brave engine drivers were carried away
to hospital, seriously injurea.

When they recovered, tney were asked,

"Why didn’t you all jump out 2"

®ihy should we ?" one of them answered,
"there were civilians as well as soldiers on our
trains: they nad put themselves in our care. Qur job
is to serve the péople; in my case, to sawme thegtgt
the cost of my life. If I had jumped down, many
could have been killed. This could effect the revolu-
tion, in one way or another."

A worker, naturally, has to show his sense
of responsibility and bravery in this gzreat revolu-
tion.

Take again, the workers of the Burma Cement
Company at Thayetmyo. This company was a Sritish-omn-
ed one and after the entry of the people s forces
into Thayetmyo, the PDF had been runming itz. In larch
1950, PLF forces retreatea from the town but many
workers came along witnﬁhem, also bringing many im-
portant parts of the machines from tne Cement Jorks.

Not only the marcn o events in the inter-

national strug.le, but Surmese history in itself

also snhoweda tuat witnout tne workin, class in the lead
real independence and 3rogress are impossible.

Peasants in Jurma naa struggled aleme but
tneir rebellions had been crushed. Bourgeois and petty-
bourgeois leadershins had callea forth rather great g
movements but ended in betraysls and collapses. Not
many years back, the AFPFL not only denied the lead-
ersnip of the working class but even sewered relations
with large sections of the working peonle and also
witn the party of the proletariat. The result was thak
the nighest tide ever of the mass upsurges @n Burma s
independence movementg up to that time, was betrayed:
the mhole we¥ew streunsth aeclined and that cheap
"independence® about which we know so well was thrust
upon the countsy.

and,the working class, without a party of ff
its own xExkExdxXExXmxBakxk=®, would be weaponless.
Working class movements cannot achieve their glorious
aims without a Leninist Party. sven the glorious 1938
struggle had ended in a way it should not have. 3ut
under the leadersnip of the Communist Party, the path
of the working class had been well defined, leading
towards socialism.

The Communist Party of turma, founded during
the II Jorld #ar, though young in its years has ac-
quired richn expériences ana has been steeled in the
thick of battles. It was this party which zuided the
people out from the clutches of Fascism; it was this
party which pusheu the masses forward to political
amakening in the post-war years. It was this party
wnich staunchly stood against the forces of British
imperialism; it was this party which kept the people #
of Burma in touch with the struggles all over the
world. This party always stood for the nationalisation
of all foreign monopolist concerns and for the better
life of the workers.This party always stood for the
distributicn of lana to the peasants. This party
fought for the democratic rights on behalf of all the
oppressed classes. armed with the teachings of Marx,
sngels, Lenin, gstalin and Liao Tse-tung, this party

had battled neroically at

ct

he head of the people. And

to the leadership of this party nave the zreat masses
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responded, unfurling the rea oanner oI revolution in
our country. This party with Thakin Than [un at the Mg
nead, 1s the vanguard of the proletariat, the zuide of
the peasantry and the ally of the urban petty bours
seoisie.

The workers of Zurma following the zuiding
lignt or
outbreak of the revolution. iany workers who pattici-

tnls party, marched unflinchingly since the

pated in the strike of 1948 were attacked by the police
with undiguised brutality. Badly wounded young workers
were dumped into jail with blood dripping [from their
foreheads, Cut of a total of 17, eleven members of the
Central Jorging Committee of the all _surma Trades Union
Longress were arrested ana_flung into jail where they
were subjected to the mostlg?gggf tortures. But between
January and March 194Y, the teemendous assaults of the
PUF forces liberateu towns and freed all the political |
detenues in Insein, wandalay, lMyingyan, Thayetmyo, ‘
Prome, Paungde, Yamethin and the notorious Tharrawaddy
Jails. How the All Burma Traaes Union Congress is func-
tioning araently on revolutionary programmes.

The All Bmxma Liberated areas Conference of
the ABTUC held in the beginuning of 1950 was attended¢
also by representatives from the non-liberated parts,
even Irom Kangoon, who came over in secret on behalf
of tneir fellow workers. This conference clearly sup-
ported the revolution ana vowed that the workers would
carry out their historic mission to the very end, under
the guidance of the Communist Party and the beloved Yg
leader of Zurma, Thakin Than Tun.

The great achievements of the workers in the
free territories made their echoes felt in zones held
by the puppet government. In. Rangoon city and elsewhere
working class upsurges are recorded in never ending
successiong. Y

liot very long ago, Bo Tun Sein, a leader of
the nx;kx workers who took up arms and held out from
valla town Rxm /near Rangoon/ for three months

, was
arrested and sentenced to be hangeu under the"High

Treason Act". Imamediately, protests broke out all over !
the whole country: aAnti-High-TreasontAct-Committees |

) 3 .
Sprang up. These masz actions saved the workers

leader, bus—as—still remains—in TR

Lisble to shon—us—any—moment,
-1, A

Zmx fhe zeapkexm entire people are toge-

ther with the workers..uver growing masces are follow-

ing the leadership of the Commmnist Party, the party
of the working class, for in this alonme can they
expect national freedom, peOQle's democracy and ever-

lasting peace.




CHAPTLR LI
4l WHU cUBS  GSHALL  ouAP

"Unly the proletariat can be a fonsistant

fignter for aemocracy," wrote Lenin, "it may become
a victorious fighter for democracy only if the peasant |
masses join its revolutionary s‘crug-;gle."3L ;

The peasants of Burma are in the thick of
the revolutionary stru.gle led by the proletariat.

It is the 4BC for all revolutionaries of
Burma that the agrarian Reform is the main axis of the
revolution, the peasantry the major force and the ru-
ral countryside, the base of the revolution. In such
an agricultural country a great deal of reliance has
to be laid on the countryside and on the peasants,
2zfce thorough organisation and extensive mobilisation
»& done in the villages. In response, the peasantry of
Burma have shown taeir great patriotism, and their
spirit of alliance with the workers in this great
National Liberation Struggle.

Cn either side of the roads and reils that g
run througn Burma from Rorth to south, great numbers 4
of villages are carrying on the duties of revolution. -
The peasants in these villages follow the direction
of the party of the proletariat, enthusiastically
neading for the lana reform. liany of the villages
close to the roads and rails which are constantly w»isi
visited by government troops evejyn support the revolus
tion, in secret. some villages for instance, have two
sovernments, the Thakin Nu troops and their own PACs.
Cpenly they accept the.entry of the government troops
but in reality, the PaCs underground are in power.
Villagers from the ndn-liberatea parts would ask the
visitors and traders from the free zones, "When will
Qur comrades come 2%

The organisational level of the peasants, ¥i
like all other organisations, have reached to a great
height. {n these fighting years, the all Burma PgAggAnf
Peasants Union, wnich was forcea to 5o underground

together with the Communist Party, have becoue the

STronsest organisation ever in the course of the

Jeasant 5TrUsgles. as much as political education is
ziven amongst these poor masses in the countryside,
they zather to.ether more closely in this organisation
determined to carry on the revolution f{p to the vie-
torious end, unaer the suidance ol the president of i
tneir Uniocn,Thakin Than Tun, also general S8ecreatry of
the Communist 2arty, whole families, from the old vil-
lage folks, down to the young boys and girls are doing
what they can, to win freedom, lana and progress.

They know that it is not f@¢ only the work:
of the man on the plough but that of the past zenera-
tion and the new one tnat is springing up as well. It
means their salvation. lence the older folks put in
their share to have their own back on feudalism, the
younger people struggle ardently that they shall not
swim in pouls of tears as their turn comes.

I always remember Apho Pan Dwe, a Graddpa
0of a village near tne Pegu (omas. I could very well

recall, how one night -- it was a cold January night-- |
we sat with him around a fire under the towering trees.
The fire was blazing generously and ziving us warmth
wnile dew drpps dripped frag the leaves and branches
above. Grandpa was telling about his experiences with
a landlord in those younger daysa

"] have to go round, by the side of the
xma® house, to the back-door; I never had to set my g8
foot on the front rooms when I visit them.te—s=y—the ]
rent or te—leanmoney. (nly sometimes I was permitted
on the verandash where they take off their shoes. And
everytime I go there 1 ﬁwasn’t supposed to come bare- 3
handed. There must be some presents as well. A whole
branch of bannanas, a basket of mangoes -— something
must be tnere. If you take two chickens to them they
would ask you also to kill them and take off the featbei

i
!
!

ers: sometimes you are asked to bring firewood to themy

Y 1 o ’ :
- This took up a lot of a wans time, as you know, a #j{

whole cart-load. And don t dare take them uncut. You
will get the most stinging abuses Trom the mistress.
They must be cut, well and smalli, ready for use. ind #!
what do you get for that ? Nothing !"

grandpea Pan Jwe filled his bamboo 3ipe

again ana taking a red faggot, 1it it upe. In the red
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JLo hear. Unce she abused my wife for half an hour,and

‘man and her daughter. ana the landlord himself was

slow of tne fire, nis silvery hairs w7ere shining: his

cneeks sucked in and out as he suckea at ais pipe.

"sometimes when tney are in the mood for it |

I et some food to eat. 3ut what food ! Unce they let

me wait till their people finisheug eating. #hen they

finishea the servant sirls came back into the kitchen |

carrying plates of curry. I noticed remnants of pork,
fish and some very good dishes. But the mistress came
and made the girls lay those dishes aside. She gave
me ruce and ngapilonly, with half a bowlful of cold
soup. Then in front of me she fed her pet dog, with

all the better disned. To her a peasant is lower than

her puppy./ -

"ind what a tongue that woman had ! And the}
call themselves cultured peoples ! She could abuse Fif
with all the dirty things and luwest imaginations,
she also borrowed whatever she could from her husband|
such words, something which we peasants would blush

I

I,the husband,had to stand there saying mothing. Ugh!
how painful it was then. When they came to our vil-
lage, once in & blue moon, they stayed here just like
royalty. We had to do‘;;ghto make them enjoy their
trip, all, except kneel down and ¥ shikho® before
them.iy wife had to® wash the dirty skirts of the wo-

a terrible shark: how many girls of our village he
had spoilt ¢ The-y had a very good pretense, they =am
would say, for instance,’ﬁy the way, Pan Dwe, why
don’t you send your daughter to stay with us one of
two months? she could see town life for a change,
besides, we need a little help, you know,' And we
couldn’t refuse. If we do, we might lose our land the

oy

next year. The girl became a slave, cruelly kept un-
der the worst possible drudgery, slapped and abused,
but a person has to be glad if, only the mistress
askeda helped of her, and the master did not complain
€that his legs were aching’.

"All this I am telling you are some of the #
extra obligations we had to do. Then you would like
to know about the main one, the rent. For an acre p§{

wnich yields 30 baskets} Tor instance, we were ob-

T
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ligea to pay lu or 12 to the landlord. His men came
every year to take the rent and they brought with them
special baskets, bigger than standard measures. The
names given by peasants tghgggkets are sufficient to
explain what that weant. There is one we call the
"Wide-brim", anothner is called "Unable-to-reach-the-
bottom", still another name -- "Axle-breaker". A cart-
l.ad usually carries 25 baskets but when they pile on
25 of those special ones, the axle was enough to break.
Then #e have the"Hear-the-weeping" haskets. After the
agents had taken away the rent, the peasant% wife mwould
hold the children to her breasts and weep.

"Gf course we knew that we were being double
crossed but what could we do ? Cause a disfavour this
year and the next, you will starve. Besides how could
a poor man challenge them in expensive courts ? And
the police, how they tortured us just to please the
landowmers i"

guch nad been the lot of the peasants in tho-
oe days. A worse situation had faced the poor peasants
and the agricultural labouers who had little or no land
at all.

Therefore at is no wonder that the peasant
masses took to arms and struggled against all odds to
free themselves from feudal-landlordism. Many peasants
had given their lives to the cause, in order that gfjg
others might live.

There is, for instance, a Star over Kywebwe..

If you mention these words in the liberated
areas of Burma the people will know that you are re-
ferring to Comrade Tun Thein.

Comrade Tun Thein was a peasant organiser in
aywebwe of Toungoo vistrict. He was a hardworking,
sincere and exemplary comrade, giving all his efforts
to the cause of the revolution. Once, while on the
way‘to orgahise some villages, he was caught by the
Zovernment army and taken to {ywebwe town, together
with hie companion, saw Tha Khwa, a faren. The fascists
tortured oaw Tha nhwa, but this courageous comrade,
son of the jaren pecple and a hero of Burma told them
notaing. He 7as £illed by the soldiers.




womraue ‘un Thein took the most severe tortures dut al

Tnat ne said were woras airectew against the ;overn—'i
ment, asalnst feudalism and capitalism. /
’
"lt s no use torturing me, because I shant

tell you anything you want. aill me.xfxymmxx Jeath is
better than staying in bondage under you traitors," he
spat at tne torturers. f

They <illed him, in public, at the cross- !
roaas. To the last minute he remained = revolutionary
ana a nero. The people of Kywebwe silently moanmed and
saluteu this son of the peasants, the son of the peopl

Men like cComrade Tun Thein have died, for
a good cause. They gave up their lives to enable all
peasants, regardless of their nationalities, to live
a life that vefits them.

And XX the peasants, regardless of national-
ity are ziving all what they could nool in as their # ‘
share. There are Chin villages on the Pegg°§oéggfagﬁg
are supporting the liberation fi_nters. Intermihéled
with Surmese villages are &lso shan, Karen, Taungthu £
ana fadu villages in the liberated parts. In some vil- i
lages, the population is mixed, I know of a village i
where winoritie—s and the Burmese live together; a Ka-

chin is the chairman of tae viliage PAC. 3uch harmoni- Q
ous life in these villages is the sample of what the
People's Republic of Burma will be like in the future.

Not only the national minorities but the
Indian peasants,as well,are active. An Indian leader
said, "We live here and Burma has given us homes and
food ana life. ihy shoulan’t we fight for Burma’'s free-
dom 2" '

Unce a government patrol came into an Indian
village by surprise while there were two Burmese gueril-
las in a house. Without losing a moment, the Indian
leader took the invaders to his own house and gave them
a lot of eatables to get busy with. lleanwhile, the Zue-
rillas dismembered their sten-guns and put them in a

basket. An Indian girl covered xmeEm it with vegetables

and, carrying the basket on her head, smuggled the wea-
pous out of the village. Then the guerillas walked out
calmly znd when challengea, the Indian leader was able
to convince tne enemy lieutenant that they were simple

cowherds from a village near at hand.
L d
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The immediate aim of ZREXFEAKAMEKX these
figunting peasants is the distribution of land and this
is one of the most important tasks of the revolution.
The economy of agricultural Burma simply cannot carry
on without tae agrarian refdrm, confiscation of land
mithout compensation and systematic distribution.

Jistribution of land, even in itself alome,
is not easy. It is not like setting a paper down and
cutting it to equel parts. The revolution has to con-
sider about classes and peoples, events of the past and
future. The land itselfl calLs&or careful scrutiny: the
yield of every acre ana the position of every plot af
also count. cometimes, unexpected problems arise. Do
not tanink that the land-nungry peasants will not refuse
to accept land. Sometimes they do ! Hence there is a
lot to do against the machinations of the landlord
class and other counter.revolutionaries.

lany mistakes regarding land reform had been
committea in these few years. The most serious ones
were destruction of rich peasant economy and"equalita-
rianism", that is, distribution of land equally among
all innabitants of the village.

dowever, because Burma is in the thick of the
fight, these errors are short lived. kistakes are not
slowly detected but always came as a counterblow tq the
revolution. But because of the sincerity of the masses

such mistakes are promptly corrected without great
difficulties. For instance there was a time when the

policy off dividing the number of acres #Ap with the num-‘

ber of populationyf was in force. The co-operatiom of
the middle peasants ng%iéggily waned, many villages re-
fused to make the distribution of land. However, when
this erroneous policy was corrected the fighting' ener-
gy of the peasants once more sprang forward in force.
by the
peasants themselves are ushering in a new era for the
rural populace. The Central Jorking Committee of the

Land Jistribution Committees, elec

- L& . 3 -
All Burma Peasants Union reported that by the summer
of 1950, land distribution was carried out in 824 vil-
lages embracing 123,00U people. In places where land-

reform was as yel unable to be done, temporary allot-

\
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ments of lanu are being maae, the tiller jsetting every
orain ne proauces.

Therefore it is not surprising th note that
many laﬁ@urds, not Satisfiegrggth their paid servant
thakin iu ana his ruthless ways, enticeu the soldiers
@itn money, promising that 5,000 rupees would be re-
warded to men who "free a certain village from Commu-
nist nands", 10,u00 rupees for another village, and so
on. :

However they might try, the steady growtn of
the peasant masses cannot be checked. Unce I overheard
a teacher in a school talking to her pupils,

"Children, learn hard. Last night you heard
those gunshots from the battle in the west. Your el-
der brothers zma are fighting so that you will not ;
starve, so that you can live well. pon 't diaappoint <
them, you must thnank them because they enable you to
stuay and to live in peace. Your Tathers and grand-
fatoers never had this chance."”

Changes in the 1life of the people are visi-
ble even in these early days. lLiot to mention about
villages where land has been distributed, ¥x=mm nlaces
where only temporary zllotments had been done even
difier in all living conditions from villages which
are,as yet,not liberated. Peasants become better clad,
houses improved, even with descorations adornec in them.
Food 1s cheap and plenty. Fowls which cost 8 rupees
per visssin the non-lberated XAXEX towns are just
two rupees amd a half in the free villages.

conciously, the emancipated peasants strive
to be self-sufficient. Cottage industry, encouraged by
tne People's Administrétion, prospers: weaving and
fisheries took a healthy growth, by means of co-opera-
tives as well as by private concerns. Houses in the
villages wnhere land distribution have been carried
out, also have patches of land in front, evergreen with
vegetables. Poultry farming and pigarearing, which they|
had formerly ignored are picked up and are adding a
lot to their annual incomes.

Plays and dances, celebrations and merry-

makings joes on full swing throughout these happy areas
culture, once so remote, has come into their hands. And

”I

they are not lost in enjoyments 2ither, banners bear-
ing the words, “sont let the land, that is in your
nands,escape L" can be seen in villages, displaying
the strong determination of the people.

In a meeting held just before harvest, a
peasant leader said,

"You know how, when the paduy is ripe, spar-
rows come in flocks. #hen a flock descends on a plot
that part as nearly =11 lost. and shat do we do ? Je
guard our fields with catapults and scarecrows, wait-
ing in the burning sun, driving tnese flocks away.

"But tie sparrows are nothing compared to T4
Thekin wu’s troops with landlords close behind them.
If we do not aliow even sparrows to descend on our
fields, why should we allow these troops to come ? e
shall fight them and drive them off right into the
Bay of Bengal :i"

And the whole meeting hall shook as the
peasants ap.roved his words in a thunder of applause.

-~
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If it is in the rainy season and there are
pudales on the xmag unpaved street, it is already bad
enough to take a walk. And if it is late in the dark
of the nignt as well and the villagers have put out
their lights, it is simply horrible.

1 was going from the house where I was put
up for a few days to the PaC office. It had been raini
ing in the evening and the mud was splashed on the gf
street. Should a person step on a puddle in the way
ne shouldn't, the mud woula come creeping up his legs
to send a chill running along his spines. I was avoid-
ing sucn ghastly mishaps as best I could with my
torch-light glaring right and left, when suddenly, I
heard a challenge.

"Haltt: Who goes there ?"

I stopped sharply. "Friend i" I replied and
flashea tne 5&ﬁ§% on my face. 4 figure came out of the
dark: a bayonet on the rifle gleamed.

"Comrade, where are you going to, so late?"
a feminine voice asked me.

1 turned the torch on her. A young girl of P
about 19, in green shirts and pants: her hair was cut
short. che held her rifle with apparent ease.

such army men are today seen in many parts
of the liberated areas of the country. Conservative
Burmans gasp and cry, "What ! Women with pants, in the
army ! Well, I never !" They could only imagine women
to be soft and nelpless creatureswith skirts covering
their ankles.

What is the use of any "revolution" if it
fails to free women of;fheir bondage ? What is the use
of shouting"freedom" waiie women are just kept as
slaves of the household, tied down by drudgery to the
kitchen ? Why shout"equality" whén women are even de-
nied to sit on equel »laces with men ?

Cnce I attended a district conference of the
All Surma somen s Union. They were discussing about

the status of the woman before and after the outbreak

"feudalism had degraded womun to a very low
level," one delegate said,"it was feudalism that
changed woman into a property of man ahich he could
own anu treat her in anyway as any other object he has.
feudalism in its barbarity even considered woman lower
than the male animals. Just think of that saying,® A
woman is inferior to a male dog.» :Jomen were not allow-
ed tp ride a male elephant or a male horse. In the more
backward jlaces, women were not even allowed to step
over the bones of a male dog. A momen’s skirt is consi-
dered lowly, men must not touch them with their hands
and &ll that. Today we have entirely done away with
all these nonsense."

A% 1 remember, that in a bookx gome foreigner
remarkea that Burmese women had a much more better sta-
tus thnan ather eastern women. True, ZBurmese women did
not have to bind their feet nor did they have to hide
their faces behind veils. But all the same, their eco-
nomic and social positionsare nof pUgH better than
their Chinese or Indian sisters.

A great deal rests upcn the economic status
of the woman to define her social standing. To put it
in simple words," the man makes money. And money ,

/if you please; makes everything. Hence, woman who does
not earn money, is not as wqghy as mant"

Waman became just an instrument of production
in some gases, Jjust a commodity. In semi-feudal society
a #Womean has to sell her body and soul to a single person
or to many persons. Prospitution prevailed in towns
while in the rural countryside, landlords and "people
with money" spoiled poor peasant girls.

"l know of a woman, she is about 60 now,‘
reportea a delegate,"she said she would support the
Communist Party and would give her life for it if need-
ed. she didn’t know about other matters but she knew
that tne Communists stand for a "single husband-single-
wife" system, ana that, she toia me, was enough to
win her sympathy. ohe was a concubine of a landlord
auring her younger years but when her beauty was spent
sne was ¢4;naeu 7ithout =z 3ice in nher hands. e are

Mmaxing srogress in 2ducating the peodle. 3efore, even




A

Aomen accept us truth sayings like,"4 3o0o0d man can keey
luLUu wives®. People laugh without a shudaer when a |
dancer wished "all the best and & teen-ager every year!
Lo a ricn person wno nas awardea money to her. iow ‘
things are dirfferent. Women have awzxened."

les, women nave awakened.

J0 let us dwell a little longer on this con-
ference. There were representatives from various towns
ships and guests from various departments. Some groups
haa fougnt tneir ways tarough enemy lines to attend
the conference. uelegates included leaders of the
towmship Communist Parties, members of the PACs, pea-
sant leaders, J4 members of justice, ?eople's Militias
army personnel and nurses. Attenaing to receive prizes

& 3 ’, e wery
from the Women s Union

A7oman workers from the arsenals,
Theyy attendd#ne conference witn rifles and carbines
which they themselves made or repaired slung over
their shoulders. .

in tne liberateu areas, a woman is equal to
man. uf course, freedom of woman is not a thing which
could be attained all at once, her status is not tran-
sformed as soon as she is freed from the rule of the
landlord-mcnopolist government. But as soon as she is
thus freed, the basic step towards her emanc-ipation
is won, she becomes an egual to man in the eyes of the
People§ Administration. She will become sidcially egqual
to man when she is released from low druggery and at-
tains economic freedom.

But even in the first days of revolution ,
when women were explained their low status and made to
see what sort of future amaits them, their enthusiasm
to work for the revolution was immense. But asﬁgg ad-
mitteu by the women’s leaders themselves, in their all
out enthusiasm, they took an anti-male aspect.

"You see, we lost sight of the class oppres-
sion and aumped all the blame on the emtire opposite
sexy" a woman leader told me, " but the Communist
Party pointea out the difierences between the bourgeoid
and the working men, between the landlord and the poor

easant. e correcteu our errors and raisea the slo-

san: destroy Teudal-landlordism and monovoly capital-
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ism ror tae 2mancipation oI woman. fOor our emancipa-
tion, it is we women ourselves 7no got to work most."

unce awakeneu from tueir age-long slavery,
notning coula stand in the way of these women Rattling
for tne frecaom of toeir country and their sex.

If you zmmka go to the liberated areas you 7
will undoubtedly be challenged at tne village gates by
women sentries, members of the village People's Mili-
tias. <ven then, many youthful girls are not satisfied
with serving"at nome" in the village but strove to
become mobile guerillas and members of the army. There
was an amusing episode in which two young girls train-
ed tnemselves to become members of the PLA. someone Lo
had told them Jjokingly that soldiers nad to be rough
ana tougn, tn3y must e able to stay under water for
long moments: they must be able to welk through thick
and coarse rusines. These two girls, in their sirong
determination, practiced at these two tasks, diving
under water so often that their veautiful black hair_
had become red, going tanrough rushes so much until ti¢
they were pitifully scratched and bruised. Anyway,
they are now members of the Jomen s armed Guerillas
in Vaw Townsni) in oouthern Burma.

he Jomen s Union have a lot of work facing
them. Une of the greatest taskKs they set themselves
to, was the anti-illiteracy drive. In the past days,
"education is superfluous for the girl, she belongs to
the kitcnen¥ Sesides it was difficult for girls to
learn at the monastaries of the Zuddhist monks,  the
only sbhooling generally existant for tne rural popu-
lation.ience, only 20 % of the women were literate and
many villages existed where not one of the females Kpg
knew how to write their oswm names. Juring my travels I
came across =y women with a very limited knowledge
of the outside worla --- many had not been outside
their villiage boundaries throughout their whole lives!

If women are to be totally emancipated ,
eaucation is one of tue first tasks -- and the first
step is tune anti-illiteracy drive. At first shy girls
are escortea to adult schools by leaders of the Jomen's

Unleon, dut as tue studles ot into stride even older




Wwomen of  4U Lo SU years ,joined in.. _ven during the
busy montins of sowing ana harvest, the farm sromen find
one way or g&enotuer to xeep their lessons undisturbed.
In one village there was a girl called Thai
ayi. altnough she wanted to stuay very much, her father
objected, saying, "If girls know how to write, what
woula they do but write love letters ?" Nevertheless,
the girl attendea classes in secret, bought a book and
read it beyond her father’s eyes. Very soon the old #
man discovered the"crime"his daugnter mag was committ-
ing behind his back and raiseu a big noise at the
village Jomen’s Union. Assormy battle ensued between
him and the village chairman of the Union, who was
his playmate in his younger days. At last Thai Kyi
had her way but the poor zirl worked twice as ever,
getting up early before dawn so that her father would
not be able to say, "Look how Thai Xyi has been neglec-
ting her household work since she took up those letterty
But today, tne old man is full of smiles. He
is a snop-keeper and when his friend_s ask him how
his business goes, he pretends not to know and says,
"I don’ t know. You mmst ask Thai Xyi about
such matters. she keegs the accounts, you see."
Landlords who ran away behind the protecting
bayonets of the government forces would be Rip Van
Winkles, were they to feturn to these villages. Women
whom they regardea as sub-humans are now greatiyk
changed, having advanced abreast with the men folk.
They, who had just been someones on whém men were "to
rest their feet" according to feudalist ideas, are now
discussing about the Atlantic Pact, the UNO, Indias
position within the Commonwealth, the status of the
Chinese women before and after the revolution, and
many other problems.
sducation was given not only in lettera; wom
men are taught to become workers for production. For
instance in kLidale and Lower Lurma, women are encour-
aged to weave: many looms were set up with the help

off the People's aduinistration.
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Many women are also trainec to become nurses.

Juring my stay in the liberated parts, a course for py

)

nurses wasy dpened and alter a summary course tney 7ere
aistributea all over the tronts. Their achievements
under the daifficult times are nothing but magnificent
and have surprised many an orthodox doctor.

1 <new two girls /by the way, they were not
nurses, wno savea tne life off a PLA comrade. While the
boys were in Srips witn the enemy they went to the
lines to give food and xakEx drink to their heroic
fignters. To their horror, they saw that the PLA had ta
retreat; in front of their eyes a lad was wounded. They
carried him as best tney could while the enemy chased
them with a rain of bullets. lieverthelesz they managed
to bring their "brother" out off danger.

Therefore it is guite understandable when
a district leader of the PUF once remarked,

"It is difficult to believe, even for us,
that women, kept way behind until of late, could
fiznt this much. awaken the women &md deliver them frou
age-old inferiority complex and they will do wonders."®

f(es, taey do wonders because, mothers of
toaay and tomorrow ,in Burma, want peace. Zut the kind
of "Peace" which thakin Nu promises means only oppres-
sion, terror and poverty,insecurity, tears and death.
That is why tne women of Zurma are advancing with the
tide of the revolution to win real peace for mmx their
own country and for the whole world.

They rally under the banner of the All Burma
Women s Union wnose organisational strength is now the
nighest ever achieved in the history of the women s
movement in 3urma. The leaders ot this Union were
members of the 4omen s International Democratic Femera-
tion. liembers of tne Union are seen in every liberated
village, serving the cause side by side and marching
hand in hand with men. They know that Thakin Nu’s
troops pring them nothing but grief and shame, one
elderly mempber told me that there was no reason why wo-
men should not take part in this armed revo.t. If the
man fires one shot, she said, the wife has enough reas
son to fire two. che told me of an incident which
happenea when some girls from ZFyinbongyi village in

some p e
Pegu uistrict went up to town to buy,necessities. They
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UNilay == 4o oHAauL JI1k

In reality, Nga wulis a "pious cat",
Pretending to be holy
with rosary
in his hands.
ilas vUemocracy any horns ?
We guery in awe
cection 5, High Treason Act
and repressive laws:
These fascist barbarians

all our rights -- they have broken.

This is a part of one popular song sung in
the liberated areas. Thakin hu a%ways claim that he
would prefer to go into monkhood "if the country allowé
him" but in reality, he is oppressing the people on
orders from his country, City and Wall street com-

.bined. Hatred against this imperialist stooge grew
day by day in the country and it is not only from the
ranks of the workers and peasants. The urban petty
bourgeoisie see through the masks of this traitor as
his demagdgic tricks miscarried, and ever-growing
numbers from this class are joining the rankg of the
revolution.

There is a wide range of intellsctuals and
urban people who left the towns to work in the country-
sidc.AxxxeExx Writers and journalists, actors and tech-
nicians, teachers and students, clerks and shopowners,
they came out to the liberatea areas to stay and to
work with the masses for ultimate victory of the oppred
ssed classes.

AsS much as the midule classes join the revo-
lution, victory is safely ensured. It is one of the
greatest tasks of the revolutionaries to win over the
middle classes as we are building up a people's demo—
cratic dictatorship. And as chairman Lao Tse—ﬁhng saidy
"the foundation of the people's democratic dictatorshiy

id the alliance of the working class, peagantry and

urban pettit-vourgeoisie. &

Zven tne reseunt carticijation o tne urban jetty
bourgeoisie is by no means smalli. uspecially signifi-
cant arc tue students. [t must te mentioned here that
the students of Jsurma had all along taken a patriotic
and revolutionary road for the emancijpation of the

sy nad been in the front during the 192C

J

country. Ut
stru,.le. In the 1938 movement also, they had stood

as vanguards. all along, theirs had been a heroie re-
cord, their wcceptance of the leadership of the work-
ing clasc ana its party was organisationally the
foremost umong the urban midcle class organisatiouns.

Jnen the Coumunist Party asas driven under-
sround, the all 3Burma students’ Union still carried on
legal work. But awring the 1y49 General 3trikes, due
to the'severe op_ression,pgf the ABSU was éompelled to
snift its neaaguarters to the liberateu areas. kLiany
stuaents joined the revoiution. Jjome became members of
the army, in various departments, 5132§s carry on
organisational work. ‘‘hey participate in agitation
and propeganaa, cultural activities &nd education.Two
student leaders are included in the sducation Commissé
ion or the liberatea areas. sStudents now enjoy self
administration and sit an joint boards with the
teachers., Slave education is being done away with and

tﬁemocratic Lee;;;ag kax introduced.

The students disnlay exemplary courage in
defence work. Unce, the enemy attacked a train of the
POF Transport Commission. There were two squads of
guaras on the train, the Hevolutionary ZEurma Army's
and the students’, the Yegaungsg

A student was killed, but a 16 year old boy,
called Thein Win pounced upon a sten-gunner of the ene
emy. He wrested the gun from the man and #i$h turned
fire upon them. The enemy,though they numbered about
100 ,retreated helter skelter chased by the two squads.
Thein #in was fawarded the Order of Hero by the PDF.

iembers of the Federation of 3ervices Union
/£5U/ also came out together with the students. In the
1947 strikes, tnese smployees of the government had,
for tne first time in history, sup_orted the »arty
not in jower cn umasse, cntirely crippling the 3ritisk

» Py - o~ &
governor s gabinet. 3ut, not only the cause of indepen-
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dence was betrayed by the reactionaries within the
alPrL, 7ho expelled the Communist Party from the united:
front, but the living standards of these office workers
were also deeply effected by the high cost of livinge
and luw salaries. Their just demands mere ignored, theiy
leauers were thrown into jailg. Liany saw that the only
way to win democratic rights and a decent standard of
laving was to overthrow the government. That is why ff
they are following the programme of the PDF and the
Communist Party.

I recall tne time when the entire staffs of
thne district headquarters of all organisations cele-
brated)the victory of the Chinese peoolé) together with
the villagersL There was a play in the evening, with
members of the statfs and villagers mixed. A writer

haa written a play abqut the life of the peasants, a
Communist Party cell gathered local songs. A former
superintendant of a government offive acted as the landd
lord: that suited him well as he had a double chin,
protruding stomach and all that. 4 former wireles- op—~
erator took the role of a drunken captain ofvthe Duppet
army, while a woker and a peasant acted as his subor-
dinates. Two typists, a man and a girl, played the
parts of a peasant ana his daughter. A student with a
dark face became the Indian usurer.

#hile looking at the play from my favourite
grand stand, the branch of huge Kokko tree, I could not
help thinking about the actors on the skage as they p
Treally were -- the superintendent,the worker, the stu-
ent, all of them.They were all there, workers, jeasants
and the urban petty-bourgeoisie, representatives of the
oppressed classes forming a symbol of the POF among
themselves. To see them together, united, co-operating
and working gives one the necessary strength and con-
fidence that the revolution will finally triumph.

For there is a saying in Burmese, "If the
cattle are dispersed, the tiger will bite". In these

difficult days, unity is of great importance. e can i
win only if we remain united, foiling the plans of the
reactionaries to restore tneir system in the country.

unce, [ usked a girl who came from Rangoon
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aoW sne Lixed tne countrysideyin tnese free areas.

w/ery much, comrade," she told me, "I have
never been to any village before, but I feel very much
at nome here. 1t is not like towns where things are
so very bad. 3usy and hurrying seople getting nowhere
suitable, orilliant lights of foreign companies, star-
ving be_oars on the pavements, half naked American
actresses, bars for the rich and toddy shops for the
poor, jails in the neart of the city, prostitutian
public as well as private.”

she was sitting on a patch of grass and with
& small twig, scribbled the shape of a flower on the
bare ground in front. Then she went on.

wyou come from the town too, you will know
what sort of a life people have there. At first you'd
think a clerk is better off than a peasant. You see
that he is better clad, he speaks and reads zsnglish,
talks about many hizh things, realistic ones am well
as idealistic. But what s behind ? in unhappy marriage
to begin with, an empty rice-pot, undernourished chil-
dren. He puts on a silk longyi but that is only for
today. Tomorrow it has to 50 to the Chinese paﬂnsbop.
I needn’t talk ‘to you about tnat, you know better. And
as a writer too, you must have xnown what it is to
starvel"

"jo, comrade, you are wrong," I differed,
"I did nbt carn much, but I did not starve."

wijow is it sossible 2"

"@uite easy. Jriters starve, because they
are ashamed to beg. I am not. I open my hands to get 7
half a rupee or so from any acquaintance I nawe. Then
again, I save money. 1 XXEExXxaimx travel on trains
without paying tne fare. I could ireak out of the
railway stations on all fours thrqgh railings and so
forth. This, you must know, is the free and honoura-
ble brain-worker."

she lauzneu at my weak joke. I looked at her.
someone wno <new ner before said thnat she was a regu-
lar paintea parrot, somewhat a flirt of a girl. 3ut
the patridtic instinct in her nad brought her out to

tne literated areas ana now, hew—mued che has improved

39 maen quring all these days that she has even become a can-
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*sa¥ & phongyi /Buddhist monk/ testing a Yanbonkwin.

didate member of the communist Farty !
"I hate city life."
".ver, you mean 7"
"Oh, of course,no l"sne hasteneu TO assure

me,"after the liberation, towns 7ill be changed,

¢ . 3 5 : 4 |
life woula be nice tnen. von t you think comrade, that

our towns can be like those in the soviet Union %"
such are tne volunteers f#%ﬁ:;gtty bourgeois+
ie wno have joineu the ranks of the revolution. They
haa ta sacrifice a lot to join the liberation move-
ment: they joined as their class‘gg célled upon. Un-
stable elements also rolled in, but under the trying
struggles, they did not last long. They went back to
the cities. Un the other hand,there\gzz theory-insane
"old hands" who looked down upon all the urban folks
as vacillating eiements and refusing to trust them in
any matter, sometimes going as far as to scorn at
these new recruits. sSuch actions disheartened some
new-comers and proved to be detrimental to the cause.

e ] .
, the Communist Party educated both sides and

improved their relations. alliance of the #¢ classes
is not an easy matter, every detail has to be paid
attention to.

1 saw various people, men who set up wirelesq
service and radio, men who repaired tanks and heavy #
guns, men who go to villages to become teachers. I saw
the son of an anti-communist ilember of Parliament.
They are all working under the banner of the PDF for .
the country's emancipation.

Unce, even I was thrown off my feet when I

e told me,
"Look here, dont think that only you people
know your duty. A phongyi wants to follow and practice

the teachings of Buddha. He wants to show the people
the way to Nirvanna. But it is like that saying,

a person can be pious only with a full stomach. And
phongyis have to 5o around receiving alms and rice
from the people. If the people are starving, will therd

be & bowl of rice for the phongyi ? We want the wel-

Tare or the people and if ve do aot nelp them, where

are we ? lio, dagaﬁ.ghongyis fougnt and died fignting
3

nesee.

(,)
©

against the _ritisn «s Jell as wwgalnst the o

We son’ o stay benina in this struggle.”

Then we wvent on to daiscuss about tne Commu-
nists ana religion, lan}ora phonbjls anda"religious"
fortune huaters in AXBIUIIR 3uddha s robes. Je saw
many tnings eye to eye.

Z

The unity of the oppressed clasces is sym-
bolised in the flag of the revolution adopted as the
Widdle surma PDF Conference of 1950. The flag consist:
of three jolden stars in the centre of a red backgroun
with a large, red star in the upper corner near the 77
flag-post. The red star stanas for tne leadership of
the proletariat: the three other stars stanu for the
firm alliance of the workers, peasants anaLae%ty
bourgeoisie.

It is very much discussed in the liberated
as well as in the non-liberated areas of Burma whether
the national bourgeoisie should be brought into the
alliance or not. These discuscsions are healthy and
are encouraged.

Sut some misinformed persons accuse the
forces of liberation of unnecessarily condemning the
entire bourgeoisie of the country. This is not true.
In its basic programme the Communist Party clearly
aefined its attitude to the national boutgeoisie. It
clearly statea tnat a new capitalism would be intro-
duced. The revolution will destroy only the compra-
dore bourgeoisie, both politically and economically.
The industrial bourgeoisie will be encouraged and
helped by the government of the-people. In the liber-
atea areas, mills anua factories are given the utmost
possible nelp, with tne result that the owners are
co-operating with the united front of the people.

0f course, the guestion of alliance still
remains. 3ut the united front arises out of the march
off events and out of the will of the oppressed people.
It will nave to be realised that f§ in Burma, the

national bourgeoisie had done very little to win the
confidence of the people. In my personal opinion, if

|
\
|
|
" the komxgeaxsix national bourgeoisie come forward l
|
\

ana prove its sincerity to struggle against the im-
perielists ana to fgYY accept the negemony of the
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.ease, saying,

groletariat,;here is no reason «hy this class should
be left out %? the united front.

A united front is not formed around a dinner
table. It has to lay its foundations in struggles.
Polite talks never give strength to any unity, deep
understandings have to be arrived at.

And how the fighters for liberatiom wanted
unity i I remember an incident which happened when
the Lower 3Burma PuUF was being formea.

sven zfter the tforming of the Central Organ-
ising Committee of the POF, a2 united front was not
acnieved in the lower 3urma districts. The PLA and
the People’s Volunteer Organisation were still clash-
ing. Therefore the Cental Urganising Comaittee sent
a Commission to “ﬂfﬂ‘ mldf,z:%;ﬂdiﬂg between these
two torces and to set up a PLF there.

While the talks were 1in progress, there was
a truce along the lines. But 1% so hapnened that an
a front where the PLa and the PVO had taken positions
on either banks of a rivulet, shootings took place.
une side was chasing some dacoits wha@gi ran away in
boats, between the two boundaries. There was a mist
hanging and one side coula make out nothing of the
othe;:that, while the dacoits managed to escape, the
PVO ana the PLA Rammz were,engaged in a thick fire.
When they found out their mistake, the firing immedi-
ately stopped and the PVOs came over to the PLA ,
each apologising the other . Cne PLA comrade was Kill-

ed but the commender put the embarassed PVos at their

"It is a sad affair of course, but we need
not feel bad about it. Unly, we got to build up the
Lower Burme PUF at all costs."

A few days later, the united front which
all these comrades had been hoping for, was won.

The People's venocratic Front of Burma is
a centralised political organisation of the mascses.Thig
united front differs from the other fronts which ex-
isted before in tnat it is a =kax unity based on class
alliance., This force will be the main weapon in the
cnange over oI the democratic revolution to socialist
revolution of the country.

M AR G e e R B
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ana +hat is ot the greatest importance is that
the Jommunist Party, the jarty of the proletariat is
accepted as the leading force within the united front.
Under the leadersnip of this party and the beloved
leader of the people, lomrade Thg%én Than Tun, the
revolution will triumph amaxkhExBEaxkEsxa® Burma will
emerge to join hands with the free countries of the
world, to work for everlasting peace and progress.

That is the reason why, in the liberated areas
of this land of peacocks and gold, the people are
singing & this song :

In the directionm our party guides

To destroy the enemy, we shall fight !
de like it and follow unswayed

Because it is the only correct way.
With us is justice

30 shallf?fgz;;;ngj

Throw Nga nulover
Hai t Pighters ready !




PART THRZE

CHarPlen AVI

"LINURITIoo UN THE GARCH"

Victory for the entire people of Burma is not
far ahead and its shining zate lies visible within eyed
view, lievertheless, the road forward is as yet rough
and unpaved, many difficulties have yet to be overcome,
and many problems cleared up. ¥any saps still nedd to be
filled, mapy questicns answered. and one of the quest-
ions of prime importance is that of the natlconal minori-

ies; it would be entirely wrong for any'person who con-
siders this as émall“éhd insi;nifidént.

Burma is a country where mapy nationalities
/ in comparison to the size and population of the coun-
try/ live within its boundaries. The Burmese constitute
around 70% of the entire populace and the rest are ac-

counted to indigenous minoritkes and a certain percen-

tage of foreign groups?

The largest minorities in the country are Ka-

reas, shans, Lions, Chins and Jinghpaw /Kachins/. Many
of the national mincrities are again subdivided into a

number of tribes and British imperialism had done com-

‘paratively very little in all these years to develop

inferrelatiuns among them. In the mountainous regions
where most of the midnorities live, scattered about all
over the ®a:ct stretches of land, communications and
other forms of improvement were not established,with the
result ,that these tribes lived isolated from the world-
isolated evem from one tribe to another. They are unable
to develop their language, art or culture; even among
their own difrerent tribes they had found intercourse
dif-icult. 1931 census reported, for instance, that the
Kukichin Language uroup with 5,000 peov_e had as many
as 45 dialects among themselves.

But it was precisely the aim of the imperialistl
to xesp the _eopke aivkded, as wmuch as possible, one |
from ancther, tc cause tribal clashes and to brang about;
communal riots. Their policy of divide and rule was not

only to bribe the up_.er classes aznd to supress the lo-y




aer out # also to jitch one nation against the other.
They <ept the country 'nd the people miserably aivided,
taught one community to hate the other and since the
early days of their rule, hcd made it a point not to
encourage relationships among % diff'erent peoolies.
They severed the inhabitants one group from another
not only by class distinction but also by racial dis-
crimination, territorial dismemberment and supnression |
of healthy growth. A Burmese woul$d take the Chin for !
a barbarous devil, the Karen would say the Burmese was
a cunaing rogue. To the Mons all Shans were smugslers
and opium-adaicts, the Arckanese took the Paslaungs and
Was &as cannibels. and all along, the impsrialist, with
folded arms, nad smiled cruelly over nis chess-board.
sspecially they kept the minofrities out from Burmese
politics.

The Shans occupy most of the Zagtern states
on the sShan Plateau. The British had exercisea their

rule through the shan Sawbwas /princes/ and, as early !
as 1922, had set up the so-calldd Federated Shan Sta- |
tes as an "independent unit". The Shans, simple agri-
culturists and hunters, are cut off from the Burmese
poiitical life. Theirs is a land of precious stones
and minenﬁgé, famous for its fruits and tobacco. How-
ever the people live in unimaginable poverty. They ha-
ve no rights, their lives are never secure, and it was |
not only because wild animals or malcria and-other dis- |
eases. The Sawbwas, the despots in their respective re-
gions have all along been ruthless in their opprescion |
of the peosle. No law defends the poor, but laws which

gave the sambwas all rights gto arrest or to victimise

. any person at their will had been impiemented.

5till worse mas the fate of Chins angd Kachins
Palaungs and Was and # other minorities. They inhabit
the mountainous regions on the western hills bordering
India and Pakistan, the Northern Hills and the 3han
Plateau bordering China, Laos and Siam. These people
carry on a diffaicult life, their economy is so simple,
money 1s seldom used; they cultivate rice an-d other
cereals by means of the primitive taungya methodqbr
hiliside type of shifting agriculture which are very te-
dious and exact a geeat amount of energy. Little was demn

done To noaernise these hilltribes zltnouzh much had bee
en usea of tnem in the colonial op_ res-ion mzcnine.
These tribes were ruled by the Aﬂétish through
chieftains, many were kept in « very backward nature.
Palaunazs and Was, for instance,possess 8ven in this

miidde 20th century, a very low civilisation in spite of the

rule of the "cultured" Sritish imperialism for a good
number of years over 3urmese tErritory. Patriarchal
customs and low semiislavery realtionships are retained.
The Mons present another picture. They once

ruled all over Lower Burmea but after their collapse in
the 138th century, had bedome mingleu so much with the
Burmese that, at present, they are hardly distinguish-
able from the Burmans: many prominent Burmans have lLon
blood. The ancient antagonism between the two nationalis
ties, excited by the monarchs and aristocracy of both
is now absent, the culture is inter-allied and the Bur-
mese often term themselves and the country as lon-Bur-
mese. Zven then, feudal landowners znd servants of im-
perialism are still trying to organise clashes between
these peoples. according to 1931 census, the lions num-
ber b= 300,000.

The Karens are the largest of all the minority
groups, numbering about 2,000,UC0. They do not have a
distinct territory lixe the Shans, in some places they
are concentrated, in some plaees they live mixed with
the Burmese. They 1ive in p.rts of the Delta of the Ir-
rawmaddy, the 3ittang Valiey and in the Tenasserim.
Thus inhabiting the nun-isolatea piaces they are much
more ,rogressea than either tneir Chin or Kachin bro-
thers. However they also lead a hard 1life, many living

among the less accessible jungles aéd mountains, and
taungya cultivation was the means of living 4 for a
majority of the Karens.

The 3ritish coioni.l regime had used the re-
actionary chiefs of the minorities as one of their
direct mainstays. Having bought cver these backward
reactionary chietf's and after giwing them power to rule
over their tribes, British imperi*talism used their ser-
vices againstie popular movement of the entire peonle.
The Chins, Kachins,shans and Karens are mobilised into

their armies and police-forces: entrusted persons from

et




these peopele were appointea to militery and administra-
tive pusts. ikiany sons of the chiel's were dducated in
sngland, they returned to Burma to serve... the foreign
rule.

sut the common naren or the Lachin or any per-
son of these minority-nationalitiesnever found his lot
better in spite of the "preferenceﬁ siven him by the
"whites" over the Surmans. He was kept low in economicali
development and progresss practically nothing was mad—e, |
in fact, to make his 1life happier. These people were the
most oppressed in the country, the most downtrodden, the
most denied of Ireedom anu education. Many tribes were ke
kept in backward or in semi-backmward stales, a man’s life
always rested in the hands of his chief. Shan, Karen and
sachin iabourers working in the mines would be ill paid,
all their rights depended on the "kind hearts" of their
empLoyers. In fact they were semi-slaves. Unskilled la-
bourers nad to submit their energy forﬁhe most cruel and
hard work, carrying heavy loads up the mountains and the

like, for wages next to nothing. Zducation was absent in
a majoritsy of the tribes; those who received education‘
weee given in the way the "missionaries" desired. In'the;
Chin Hillis only 1.9% of the people areMﬁgterate. » !

"Independence”" on January ith, meant nothig to
them. Some chieftains became ministxers: a Sawbwa became
"President of Burma". The uposer crust from these minori-
ties got many tcmoting puéitions. The Prime Minister
Thakin Nu&ight come with his wife to lanaw Festival and
dance wién the hill-peonles.

Beyond that, there was nothing. No substantial
efforts are made to raise the people's living standards,
to deveplop their c-ulture and to bring these hidden
masses in contact with the events of the world.

Nevertheless, the oppressed peoples began to
stir in the wake of the whole country s liberatio; up-
surge. Specially sharp were the Karens who rose up in
an armed revo.t following the commencement of the Peoples
Democratic Revolution led by the Communist Party . Many
lions also staged armed struggles.

Before discussing the peos anu coms of the rew
volt of the Karcns in relation to the People's Democra=-

tic devolution, I would just like to report a short

course of events.

The Lar-ns took to arms in the latter months
of 1948. T[hey seized lurge areas of Tenasserim and also
parts of Toungoo, Pegu, lanthawaday, Heuzada, Insein,
Maubin and some other Bistricts. By January 1949, they
had captured Insein, only five miles away from the ca-
pital of nanggon. In the earlier months, in some dis-
tricts, groups oI the People's uiberation Fighters had
cooperated with the haren National Defence Organisation,
which led the Karen revolt but later, due to reactionary
policies of some Raren leaders, clashes broke out bet-
ween the DU and the 2uF. The Ked Flag Communists al=-
lied themselives with the LNJC.

Later, nluQ retreated from Insein and Toungoo
but occupied nearly all positions east of the Sittang,
their revoit spreading as far as the Shan States. Their

. demand was the setting up of Kawthulay, an autonomous

Karen sState marxing the boundaries of an extensive area
which included places where karens are concentrated as
well as places where they are in a minority.

This karen revolt calls for a careful scrutiny
it broke out at a time when the disorder and the confu-
sion of the war was scercely settlea, when the Peopleé
vemocratic Revdlution had begun throughout the length
and brezdth of the countryj; when the foreign imperialisg
were using all forces at their command to brezk up the
upsurge of the people; when in the whole world, the
camps of seace and war had sharply been distinguished.
Un the one hand where there was no dznying about the
fact that it wastgg upsurge of the xarqndag?ple against

. on fhe
oppsression, facts also go to orove that, the revolt was

mixed with unhealthy signs.

Imperialism had endezvourea to change the
course of the [aren peogle's awzkening into the channels
of anti-Burmese, anti-_ Comwunist, separatist communal
riots. Jith their stooges tcking many important lezding
places in the ncren Natiunal Union they tried to avert
the haren revoit into a counter revolutionary struggle.

secret sgents like Lieutenant-Colonel Tulloch
and "journalist" Alexander Campbell delivered arms and
amaunitions by air and by sea to kKaren chiefs. A "Fri-

ends of the Hills Peoples" Committee, headed by 3ir




Reginala Jorman-cmith, =x-governor of Zurma, wvas iromed
in Lona.n for the secret I'inancing and politicel di-
rection of the revolt. Jorman-om-th, tuat arch-reactio-

nary Consc:rvative, who had ruthlessly prosecuted the
Burmese patriots, termed the Larens as tlhe "staun-
chest Tighters against Communism in Asia". And it is
also a fact that in some LIUU bases were even some
Sritish "ex"—militarﬁpersonnel who were acting as "ad-
viseres" to the naren forces. some Karen "leaders", the
servats of angho- American imperialism openly declared
that they wanteu the "support and frienship" of Great
Britzin. &ven the press in Rangoon hintea thzt many
Karen oprations were directed by the British iilitary
iMission stationed in Burma.

However, it mus%igéee be overlooked tnat it
was also an upsurge oi the aaren masses. The haren neop
le have long been oppressed but nave entered an area of
awakening .In true patriotic spirit, the karen masses
displayed their unity and courage deman-~ding equal
rights and progress. The Karen youth is worthy of res-
pect in the gre&t heroisms they showed in the struggle,
Karen villages, alone in isolated places, could hold
out any siege for many long monthsy their positional
defence was wonderful. karen peasants have leaent from
their "Rea" Burmese colleagues how to plough with guns
slung over their shoulders. They had learnt from Com-
munist-led movements that the power belongs to the
people: in fact, before the XKNDO uprising, many Karen
villages were fighting under the leadcsrshipn of the Par-
ty. They were later seizeda by reactionary Karen leaders
and were severed all contacts with the revolution. It
is an established fact therefore, that the Raren upsur-
ge s also an uprising of the people. as &

Again, it must not be mistaken Hhet all KNDO
actions had been nunulur. Under the influence of some
reactionary leudwls ALDO operations had counter-revo—
lutionary measures. for inst:.nce, alcng the Sittang
Plains, government forces and .NDO faced one amother

on the Rangoon-kandalay highway and carried on sham

battles and sheliings. actually, government forces

combed the eastern side of the road while the XNDQ oc- |

cupied itself on the west - both off them crushing the

Vviliageu l.iberztea by the :euple's iberators, destro-
ying the bases of :eogle's vemocrutic evolution.

Again, amti-communal measures like Lneﬁestruction and
murder by the unNUO in .aletto Village could be called
nothihg dut counter-revo.utimnary. Burmese "Socialist:

aiitrarxa
in sast Rangoon,that all Karens in their streets

must be"liguidatea".

Thus it stood to judge the Karen revolt,
zven from the few illiustrztions above it showed that
although the iarens took to arms their revolt had not
entirely assumed an anci-imperialist churacé@}: al-
though the gevernment armies and KNDO were engaged in
battles, many traitors from both sides under mutual
agreement had made it = »noint to crush the forces of
revolution: although the opopular cry azainst oporessie
on was raised,reactionary aaren and Burmese leaders
had done their best to bring about national hatred
&na communzl massacres in order to devade the peoole
ana nalt the revolutionary tide. Imperialistg,the
puppet governmeni and the reactionary Karen leaders
had worked hand in hand.r

The national enmity was checked, thanks to
thaleadersnls of the Communist Party, nevertheless,
clashes broke out everywhere betwe:n the Kpdg KNDO
and the PUF. No doubt ske$ it was a pity that much had
been wastea and a great amount of harm was donab the-
se clashes but the revolution could not relgax itself
to stend any obstacle wnich, with traces of sro-im-
Derlailst ideas, threatened the victory of tae peonle.
On theother hand it would have been fatal to continue
the state of nostilities with the XNDO as the Karen

upsurge gradualliy tock a more revolutionary, populat
stand. The imperialists grew alarmed at the growing %3¢
tide of the Jaren revolutionary awakening that it took

hurried steps to smash it up. Many of their puppets
were recallea, a number of Karen forces surrendered

to the puppet government but the mainstream of the re~ .

Volt continuea under—setrietie-leaderchis, i

Hence, it bec.me clear that the r evolution
must ascure esgual rights to one and all, not only to

]

the indi_enous mianoréties out also to those of foreign

i)
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orizin - wno ure citizens oI 3urma. all citizens
o ?

not only =« won but an Indian as well, will be jpro- | And these oppressed seople ar. groaually

tected ana nave equcl rights =nd auties with the 3ur- 1y / finding out that only:tne banner of the revolution

mese within the boundaries of our free motherlend. o can give them peace, progress and freedom. They can

The revoluticn must assure also not only the Karens, stand up abreast with the peoples of the whole wordd

but all minorities equal rights and freeuom, the pos- only when imperialism and tne Thakin lu reactionary
sibility to develop their dialects and languages,

cligue are uriven ou. from Burme,
freedom for _sruservation or reform of their trauitie lio doubt, miracles are not performed in %

ons, customs znd religious beliefs. The revolution the midale of the 20th century, situations do not

must also as:ure a government which would assist the |°* change overnight, but tae national minorities in

pekiion-od bt B et e i L Mo st T Burma nave started on the march. lot only the Xarens

tural and eaucational construction work. Th?revolu— but also other minorities. Hecent news from Shan

tion must ascure that regional autonomy shall be ex- States reveal that many shan youth have set up a
ercisea in areas where national minorities are con- . "People's Democratic Front" and had taken to the eeu
CoR R ed. countryside evading arrest. :

In September 1950, the Central Committee iy

Yes, brothers in 3Burmea are on the march!
of the Communist P:orty of Burma declared its views

er

on the mianurity guestion and re-affirmed its 3tali-
nist theory of the right of nations to self-deter-
wination. The LU—entral Committe also aavised the
cessaticn of all hostilities between the KNDO and
the PuUF forces and to direct the sp-ar neads against

the common enemy, the hangoon pupnet government.

//( Recent news from Burma shuwed that the im-

/ perialist militarists, the puppet zovernment forces
and the reactionar; minority leaders have joined ha-
nds to call off the [aren revolt but the Karen for-

'*m\"p-. T S PO RTT LT g

ces have noti?éaseu fighting the PUF on many fronts
but are directing its main blows against the govern-
ment. »

¥or all the minorities in Burma it is be-
coming clearer day after day, that they have two
roads to choose - to oppose imperialism or to support
it; to establish unity and mutuzl aid among themsel-
ves or to create tiibal wars and strife;, to oppose %h
their public enemies or to let them drag the peonle
aown into the mire of slavery; to join hands with
the surmese people of to sell their fate to the mer-
cy of imperialism. sll these are represented by the

two combatting forces in the entire country, the
. S . T . 3 .
Peoples uJemocratic Front or the Thakin ijiu reactiona-~

ry cligue. There iies no other road.

-




CHalPToi AaVII

AGAINST [Hi COMLOUN =NzMY

And while we brothers are on the march
the enemies of opeace and progress rollow the daily
events in sSurma with sinister hatrea in their hearts.
They try all they could do to crush, to divide or at

least confuge the rcvolution. Agyway it is clear for
the revolutionaries tha victory could not be achiev=—
ed unless the people could march through the compli-
catea situations. The enemies had set up artificial ]
barriers between groups and classes and nationalitiesg
and unless the people could blow up these obstructi-
ons?%mithereens and estuzblish unity, it would be dif-
ficult Tor tne revolution to triumph.

#ere a map of Burma be drawn showing the.
situation in Burma towards the miadle of liarchk 1949,
only bits ana ends would be seen to have remained in
tne hands of the government. Uf course, the inaccess
sible parts, the western and northern mountains need
not count very much; then, only the capital of Ran-
goon and a very Tew number of towns with parts of the
Shan Plateau were under the flag of the puppet Tha-
kin Hu covernement. The population under this "Ran-
goon Government" would scarcely exceed 4 millions.

Then, would that mean that the other areas
were totally liberated? That about 12 million people
were already free ? That all these peonle were led
by the working class and its éarty ? )

No, things were not as easy as that. True,
large numbers of people and extensive greas of land
were seized from the clutches of the zovernment but
these "anti-government" forces were miserably disunit
ed. sach group acted on its own, militarily and poii-
tically. sven trade was, in m:ny cases, impossible
between zones held by different forces.

There were various "armies", fighting aza-
inst the government, as well as zmong themselves.
I'he country was # in a state of chaos and confusion.

.
There was the People s uiteration Army un-

——

auzr thed irect suidance .I the Comaunist 2arty. In the

m

zones neld by this 2La4, the All Zurma Trades Union Con-
aress, the 4li Zurma Peasents Union. the All Zurma Yo~
men s Union and of course, the Party, were functioning
openly.
Then, there was the People’s Army lLed by

the Beogle's vo:unteer Crganisation. There was alsc the
revoluticaary Burma army, the forces that mutinied
against the government. There were even student sguads,
ministerial services union s scuads after the month of
Lway e

Then there was the Karen National Defence
forces unacr the guidance of the Karen National Union.
Likewise the iions had their ion HNational Defence Orga-
nisation.

Last, but not the least important, were the
reda Mlag Communist troops, who had taken to arms even
before the 28th March 1943.

not only these, but there were bands of rob-
bers and thugs who, like "Chilly" Ba Yin /fabout whom
1 nave mentioncd in chupter IX/ sut on a military co-
lour and seized tomwns to ransack the neonle. Under the
Joined auspices of Burmese and Pakistan reaction, mos-
lem groups cellea "Lujaheins" were terrorising the Ara-
Lan /western/ boruers of 3urmea.

I realise how confusing it must be for the
dear reader to note al! these names but it would be
putting it mildly if I say that he peoples of Burma
were equally as confused with the situation. Zach group
controlled parts interminglea with those of -the others:
nence there was not a clear front, every village gate
was a front, every field a battleground.

The people were earnestly waiting for a united
front to wage a combined struggle against the Thakin Nu
government.

Led by tne Communist Party, the PDF was for-
mea in iarch 1949 as described in chapter VIII. How-
ever clashes were taking slace against the
Rea Flag Communists and of course, it is unigggészzs
to mention, agaimst the robber bands and gangsters,

In the previocus chapter, the reader is alre-

4Qy accuaintea with the 300 movement, hence mention




snoulu be made nere on the Hea Jlag Communists.
They broke away from the Communist Party

February 1946 /as already mentioned earlier/ and set
up a party of their omn. They had, in their frenzied
ways, attackeu tne Communist Paryty, tried all their
best to wezken it and thus, even if unintentionally,
threw the jeonle into confusion. Nevertheless, they
vigorously attacked the AFPFL at the same time. |

Thete actions were grossly sectarian,anti-
popular znd reached the farthest extremes. They would
not even accept joint action with the Communist Party
in demonstrations against imperialism anu AFPIL.

They even refused to attend the Zmpire Communist Par-
ties’ conference, branding it as a meeting of oppor-
tunists.

As much as their acticns were not popular !
they began to get isolated from the masses. Seizing %
this opoortunity, the ruling cligue drove them under-
ground but they had put up an armed resistance since

then. After the aiiied Karen upsurge they allied them<
selves with the LiDO but dotesmzned clcosnes broke out
against the PDF.

In spite of tneir errors, they were uncomprg
misingly resisting the Thekin Nu government and had
libera.ed certain parts of land. Many Red Flag Com-
munists including toslevel leaders, however, came to ?
realise their errors and wanted unite with the Commusi

i

{1

nist larty.

zven after the ecstablishment of the PDF, ,
fionting had not ceased, not only with the Red Flags |
and LNUO, but in many parts, with groups of People's |}
Volunteer Organisation which refused to accept the

PUF leadership. Thus in many parts, like in Tower
Burme, the POUF forces clasheq with the other "anti-

fre
. ? k
tea areas had to face 1/ government troops in Pegu

government" groups. In 1949 JUne the southern libera-

ot i

tomn and other places 2/ PVO troops in Thongwa, etc.,

3/ Red rflags on the ’egu + Insein border 4/KIDC troops

east of the pittang river and also in entrenched vild

lages right in the neart of the liberated zone and

s st

5/ robber bands in Thanatopin.

water, the P2PF was [ormed with = major

sroup of the _ower Zurma 2VOs.

Meanwnile, the P%V0 leadership fell into
a reaction-dominatea central comuittee. These repre-
sentatives of reaction tried to disrupt the EFDF
liddle Burma conference, and Tighting broke out bet-
ween the PUF and the dissenting PVOs. Many PVOs re-
mained within the united front but a greater number
broke themselves ajart.

Ues .ite the fact that they broke away from
the PDF, all patriotic elements within the united
front would vehemently protest, were someone to
brand al: of them as traitors and reactionaries.

The agen$s of the gzovernment who crept into the PVO
and managed to win over a section, wanted all of
them to surrender to the zovernment. Some groups
aid, influenced by treacherous propaganda. 3ut the
more patriotic elements carried on their fight aga-
inst the government, at the szme time, e clashing
with the forces of the People's Democr=tic Front.

It was clear. That had been a demonstratie
on of midule clas vaccill)ation in the neriod of re-
volution. But what is the middle class ? The middle
is a section of the peopie and not a part of the e-
nemy. Unity must be established at all eosts in or-
der that the op.ressed peoples would join together
to deal a final bluw zagainst imperialism and its
repgresen_tative in the country, the Thakin Nu gzove:
nment.

As 1t were, things nad lockeu none too
bright. The rear was never safe Tor any of the "an-
ti-government® forces. bMan-oower and ammunition
were wasted on one another, internal growth of the
"freed" territories was difficult.

It had become a grezt necessity in the
interssts of the revolution to come to an understan-
ding améng these fowces.

The Central Committee of the Communist
Party called for a cessation of hostilities among
the PUF forces znd the aed flag Communists, nliDO

and the £VU groups which rsere continuing their re-




sistance zgainst the government. The Central Commit-

tee pointed out, tnat tne interests of all the group:
lay in the overthrow of the Government; that this
government was responsible for all the sufferings

of the people; that as long as this government lasts,
neither freeaom nor seace of any sort could be expecs
ted.The ventrzl Committee ealled upon all groups to
direct their blows om the main enemy, the Thakin Nu
pupocet government.

An entnusias.ic reszonse answered to this
call. In December 1950, the RHed Flags not only issu-
ed a joint statement with the Communist Party but
also with the PDF for the cescsation of hostilities
among the Hed Flag und PDF forces and to deree direct
the attacks on the pup.ets off Imperilism and feuda-
lism - the Thakin Nu government. Not stopping at thig
point alone, the joint statement with the Communist
Party mentioned that both sarties will strive to
set up a People's Democratic Dictatorship, oppose
the warmongers' plans and to aliy with the Peace
camp headed by the Soviet Union. Steps are now being
taken to form the two parties into one.

Likewise, it was reported from the libera-
ted parss, fighting had ceased with the KNDO and
PV0 forces and all are n_ew concentrating against
the common enemy.

However it must be memtioned here that all
the fighters for freedoﬁt;waee that such a thing as
unconditional unity or a unity without basis, is er-
ronecous and unstable. Unity can-mot be achieved by
merely shaking haneds. Ridges have to be bridged,
gaps have to be filied up. ¥or instance, members of
the Pdf PUF must understand that, on principle, the

demand of the Karen masses for Kawthulay autonomous

state was - just and correct, while on the other hand,
the Karen people must realise that the existence of

ol

pro-imperialist views among certain sections of thei

ranks are harmful totrhe cause not only of the Bur-

mans but also theirs. Both the forces must work for
the freedom of the elNtire country Irom the colonial
yoxe, for unity among the Burmese and XKaren peoples

and for seace in the whole world.

AN

Unly uaity based on sound und:erstanding can
meet the cherisheda esei® desire of the entire country -
and the fighters for frecuom realise this.

As much as the patriots drew close to one
ancther, the masked spied and agents showed their
true colours. Some so-called PVOs not only surrenderec
to Thpkin Nu but akso joined the government army to
fight against the revolution. The so-calleda leaders
of tne KWNDO are now collaborating either with the
pupoet government itself, or with other landlord par-
ties, completely isolated & from the Karen people.

Consolidate the unity and the next moment,

—~— e, B

the field is ours.




CiiaPTiLR AVIII

JOLoARS, PUUNDs AND RUPESS

Hevalution in Zurmes, young in its years is
alreauy meeting, not only internal reacticn but foreign
intervention as well. Certainly this is not much of a
surprise to anyboay, the government that rules Burma

today are thepfematchdogs of foreign exploiters: the re-

volutionists do not expect that they would nave to
_combat only gagainst Thakin Nu, bul the necessity to
faee his masters as well have all along been as clear
as crystal. The revolution today marches against Im-
periaiism and Feudalism, against emploiters and war-
mongers from Great Britain, United States, and if you
please, from India, Pakistan and Ceylon as well.

Nothing need be explained regarding Great
Britain, everything is clear: besides, enough has al-
ready been mentioned in this book regarding monopolists
from that. country. But why India, Pajkistan and Cey-
lon?

In spite of the fact that these are semi-co-
lonaial and semi-feudal countries,a person can not be
such a simpleton not to expect exploitation by the "up-
Jer crust" of those countries not only over their own
peosle but over the reopies of neighbouring countries
as well., In this, the sharing off plunder with native
exploiters as minor sharenolders, lie the strength of
British coionialism, and,yes, Breitish "Labour" Impe-
riglism.

Zven apart from the unfair "debts" which Kr.
attlee had forced Burma to promise to say to India -
i.e. § 145,000,000 accoraing to tne Anglo-Burmese trea-
ty of 1947, even apart from the shares the Indian Tata
family and others have in monopol.ist concerns that ex-
ploit Burma, Indian capital had bored deep into the
country.

The most despised by tne Burmans are the Chet-
tyars who came from Chettinad in ladras Presidency,
wouth India. sven in the last three decades of the last

century they haa attracteu widespreaa comment by their

I

7ays I money-lenaing to 3impLe Zurmese peasantc.
'ney mere the nost rutnless moneylenaers: the inte-
rest$ rates on land mortzages were 15 to 50% per an-
numé Gradually, the Burmese peas.nts began to lose
their Land, and the best ones at that, to these cut-
throat usurers.In 1930, in the 13 principal rice-
growing districts of 3urma, the Chettgars held
570,000 acres of land out of a total of 9,249,000
or roughly o 5. By 1937 in the same area they had
sefized as buge an acreage of 2,446,000 out of 9585&56¢
9,650,000, that is,about Zs%ft

The Pegu séttlement Report of 1932-34 reve-
alea that Chettyars owneu 36% of the land in Pegu
District: the Insein Settlement Report of 1933-35
showed 31 sercent of tne land omned by Chettyars and
another 13% by absentee landloras of"other races",
presumably non-Chettyar Indians and Chinese for the
most part. Land,d that the Chettyars hold in Burma,
were cclculated in 1947 to be worth i 56.25 millions,
a sum larger than the total of all foreign invest-
ment in oil, mines, timber, rice, rubver, rail, tram,
and river transport and Munieipal bonds #

The Chettyars not only meddled in Agricul-
tural relaticns but also elsewnere,in real estates
etc. There were 1300 firms, members of the Nattukot-
tali Chettyars Association, Rangoon, plus about 200
other Chettya} firms, their headquarters mainly con-
centrated in Liogul sStreet in the capital. Their agen-
cies were set up in a thorough network, in big vil-
lages amidst the rich rice rielus. These Chettyar mo-
ney—lenders4are hated not only by the Burmese, but c?
Indian peasants in Burma as well.

Indian .merchants /Indians, Pakistanis,
Ceylonese/ control more than a half of Burma’s rice
exports, there are many rice-mills, saw-mills etc.
omec by Indians. Pravelling all alongthe Rangoon -
Insein Road from the University to S#&ngu, one would
find a series of f.ctories for aluminium, hosiery,
umorellas, soaps and rubber with an addition of a

chain of tanneries, All these were owned by Indians.

Inaian concerns are scattered all over the country:




of course, I am not mentioning anything about the
woslem nakKa groceries which exist nearly in every
quarter ana village of 3Burma.

a large porticn of export and import
trade were controlled by kogul Street. Indian end
terprises dominated Burma’s # imposts to quite a
considerable extent.--- the Jamshedpur stecl mill
suppliea a large part of Burma s needs for steel,
the coal fields of Bemgal and Orissa monopolised
Burme s market, and so on. Much of ocean shipping
lies also in Indian hands: Ihdian banks in Burma
complete the picture. Zven after the so-callied inde-
pendence of Burma which zave some Burmese bourgeoi-
sie a nibcle in the pie, the grip of Indian capital
is still firm.

That was .the reasom why, when the Peogle'si
Democratic Revolution made felt its growth, not onlyE
the British government, but the governments of India,
Pakistan and Ceylon rushea forth to prop up the tot-
tering Thakin Nu cligue in Burma., The people bravely
faced the interventicnists. )

From the very beginning the British Milita-
ry iission had directed oserations on the govern- ‘
ment siae against the people. They are in fact, the
bosses of the whole show in waging the civilj war in
the country. !

Zven when it wad only a few months after

the armed resistance had broken out, a new British
loan was given to Thakin Nu, supplied in the Form
of 13 airplanes, 4 sea-going frigates, 25 powder
guns and other infantry arms and ammunitions.

A few years after, because the puppets lost
a good many of their arms in the fashion of Chiang é
Kai-shek geng,™the Commonwealth Prime Ministers’ {
Conference held in London decided c«gain to streng-
tien their faithful servant. aAfter the 2nd Conferebh-
ce neld in Colombo, a six million pound sterling aid,
in which the cepitalist-landlord zovernments of In-
dia, Pakistan and Ceylon threw in their shares side
by side with the government oI the United Kingdom,

was given to the Nu government. Under the guise of

ringin, cecred relics oI 3Sudahism, arms anad ammu-

o

nitions were transposted from Jeylon and Inaia in
a battleship. ot onl; this, towards the end of 1949,
the libercted areas of surma reported that 3060
Gurkha and Lushai troops from India were operating
against the people in iagwe and other districts.

Study of tne struggle in Surme itself
can reveal what these governments stand for, and
wnom they represent. The YLabour " government and
"Socialist" ur.Attlee do not stand for the working
class of Great Britain, they stand f or the monopgli;}
that suck the blood of the Burmese people dry. An-
other "gsocialist" Pandit sehru ana his government
do not stand for the common Indian but for the big
business: they do not stand forthe poor Indians in
Zeyawaddy, but champion the cause of big bosses and
Chettyars. Does Nehru stand for the peasant of Tze-
lengana and the worker of Bombay? No, he stands for
the zemindars and Tatas, the mainstays of imperia-
lism. Licewise are the governments of Pakistan and
Ceylon, their hands stained with the Burmese blood. |
The peoples of Burma will not succumb bemeath their
pressure,’ they will not rest until Thakin Nu and his
gang are overthrown and brought before a people s
court: this will be our answer to foreign interven-
tion. We will unite, not unly witn the free Chinese
neighbours and Chinese domiciles in Burma, but also
with the oporescsed Indian neighbours and domiciles
in the country. The peoples of Burma are aware that
the progeessive press in India had always kept the
slogan "Hands off Burmal" raised against the ryling
cligues: they are happy to have the assitance of
Indian pezscnts on the Burmese fields. The times
when the peoples could be trickea by communal riots
have passed, Indian and Burmese brothers stand hadd
in nand opposed against Anglo+4Americam imperialism
as well as against Indian and Surmese rezctione.

In the mad-dog rush of foreign reaction
"to save the country from Communism" Jall Street is
not lert far behina; even into this s>rivate colony
of British monopolists / it is considered that Burma

a1
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is In the zone of Br itish influence/ American capi-
tal has penetrated. Slowl-y but firmly, Americ¢an -
bosses are looting footholds from the British, and
the latter, anxious to consclidate their stay in the
country had to concede. Shares in the British firms
are falling gradually into’ American hands. An Ameri-
can director has been appointed to the board of the-
Barma Corporation. The United States firm of Behre
Dolbrar and Bretierd—géugedy Co. s consulting,
mining engineers and geologists hate been allotted to
appeintments as geéneral consultants and te¢hnical
advisors on minerals to the government of Burma:

The Americans have also taken a superior hand then
the British by giving an- 11,000,000 E.C.A. Ald
to Tha-kin Nu and establishing an "Economic Commissé

" ion" In Rangeon. It was also learnt that the US "aid®

to Burma contained a secret clause for-a 35 million
war loan. This was the price for which Thakin Nu
sold Burma to the American warmongers. by

‘What is this "aid" that the Americans gave
to Burma ? What were the contents of the American-Aid
Agreement signed on the 13th September 1950 ? -

The agr-eement was the outcome of the noto-
rious Griffins® mission which had been touring the *
countries of Séuth East Asia, rallying the forces of
Anti-Commmism, Anti-Soviet Union and Anti-People’s

China. By this agreement, United States agreed to’give

eight to eleven'million dollar aid to Burma.

But the very first clause of the agreement
was well worded to the effect that in the distribu-
tion of the Amer icam Aid, the United States Govern-
ment would always have the right to intetvene, how °
to use, where to distribute, at what prices they are
to be fixe& and even in the question as to who should
take charge of the distributione.

Then drawing up a long complicated connec-
tion between their aid and the country’s economy, °
the Americans took the right to meddle in the entire
economic life of the country. In the distribution of
Burma’s manpower and material resources, in laying
d own’'economic plans, in foreign currency exchange
and in foreign trade, the United States govermhent X

4
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has now a say whenever it chooses to.

* The proceeds obtained from the #X sale of
these "aid" goods must be entered in the Union Bank
of Burma under a separate heading, and from this; the
expenditure of the"American Aid Mission" must be met.
When the Burmese govermment wants to spend from these
accounts, consent must be obtained from the United
States government.

The Bur-m,ese gai-ned nothing fram this
agreement. The people do not need food, they are self
suffici ent in this respect : besides,Burma i8 a rice
exporting countr y. They need clothing, but this also .
could be obtained in return for rice fram India and

~ Japan. In fact Burma had a balance of 37 million"

rupees in Japan. Burma needs machinery and factories
for the industrialisation of the country. What Burma
actuaally needed was not mentianed. %

The first load of aid was cotton bales
from Japan and as soon-as these arrived, the-price
went up,from 35 rupees ta 55. In fact, the price of
cotton had already been raised by about 20 cents a ¢
pound to be pocketed by the American middle-man. -
Then came medicines which were not useful t¢ the
masses followed by other tr_ash. In short, Burma
became a d_wmping ground for America n surplus ~
goaods. -

From these it was clear that the so-called
American aid to Burma was nothing but the submission
of Burma’s en‘cir\&/e economy into American hands in
return for rags and bones. Moreover when the economy
was subject to their management / mismanagement/ :
they also obtained the power to play their hand in £
the palitical life of the whole country. ~ ~

For instance, the Americans have proposed
a plan. They would® set up hospitals in the Shan
States: they would teach the Shans to became Zood
doctors. Karens are mostly illiterate: therefone the
Americans consider it their duty té open schools in
the Karen areas. Kachin territories are ideal for
mulberry worms: thus it would be best to brimg worms
from America and teach the people how to raise them.
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'people’&in a war against peace-loving countries.

Not only worms, but the best pigs in the States will
also be Brought over and the Karens will be taught
how to breed them. I

When they talked about pigs and worms, the 7t0
’

people were wondering about the British Military
Mission and the American Economic Mission. What are
they up to ? It was just a clear cut plan. Their-
idea was to get in direct touch with the minorities,
the Shans, Y4 Karens and Kachins and to organise
themr inte their anti- peace and anti-people’ activi-
ties. They were' all the time ctnningly plotting -
to kilTl two birds with a stone: to win thw confidence
of these people and toc make them oppose the national *
upsurge, tc make them go"further on an anti-communist 1
crusade and to maske cgnnon fodder out of these

‘But the people are-seeing through their
curtain of philanthrophy and are demending that
their aid be stopped. Even members of the government
machinery got disgusted with all, their do.ings and
resigned from their pests.

Even this much is ¥ but one part of h
the question. As the reader must have km’ already
guessed, the Americams %d have other arrangements
up their sleeves and those, we shall discuss in the
following chspter . 4

CHAPTER XIX

FUPFETS AND PECPLE

Cne hears quite a Zgf bit about Burma’s
a-ctivities in the United Nations Orgamisation.’The
tepresentative of the Thakin Nu government often sides
with the Soviet Union on issues like —— the admission
of People’s China to the UNO, against the branding of
People's China as an aggressor, So and sa forth.
Chiang'Kai-sheks man even expressed his sorrow on
the-attitude taken by the Burmese goverment. Very
recently, Burma refused to attend the Sen Francisco
conference to sign the Ameriean-dictated Jap&nese
Peace Treaty. Members of the Thakin Nu government
even criticised the United States in very strong
words. Time and again PF¥yd€ Thakin Nu announced the
neutralffy policy of his goversmment. -

In many chapters of the bock, I have accused
this government as a reactionary, anti-people and
anti-peace clique. Should our view be changed because
of the actions mentinedfabove ? .

To understand them better, we shall go into
a few details that throw more light on Thakin Nu and
his gang," 3 5 .

In 1936, Thakin Nu appraised the student
movements. But in 1950 he demanded that students in-
terested in politicsmimwiix leave thefr universities.

In 1938, he wrote a bock called "The Emsn-
cipation of the Poor". In it he clearly stated that
the road to emancipation lies with Bolshevism. Todsy
he ssys that in the Soviet Union and the People"s '
Democracies, "even brothers ans sisters, fathera and
sons cannot trust one another: freedom of Speech does
not exist." ’

In 1948 , he mentioned in his 14 point
programme, "We must study Marxism."” In 1951, he cridd
"We cannot accept Marxism which i& opposed to reli-
gion I"




There would be no end if one were to enume-
rate comparisons of Thakin Nu’s own utterances of
yesterday and today. The people are undoubtedly
against imperialism and are for friendship with the
Soviet Union and China. The people are for revolu- ,
tionary changes and social developments. To curb the !
people's upsurge, he raised, from time to time, re-
volutidnary slogans and presented demagogic plans.-”
He never hesitates to withdraw or alter these promis-
es whnever he desired. '

In the sphere of the M United Nations Or—
ganisation even, I would like to draw the attention
of reader to the goverrnment ‘s attitude
towards Korea. It was a shameful affair that it had
nodded consent tao the US invasion' of our brother *
natien. If the strength of the revolution had not
been gaining in the country, kmxami this traitor
clique might even have sent Burmese troops to fight
under the Americans against the Korean people.

This is by no means a blank exageration.
The puppet prime minister of Burma had oftenyxmmxml
prm%nced that America was "on the correct side in
the Korean affair". The people, on the other hand,
were against the government decision and sympathised
with the Korean people. They rejoiced whenever they
received news of Korean victories gf and this Prime
Minister, very much ill .at ease, said,

"Some people are overjoyed te hear about
the victories of the Red Chinese and Koreans in Korea.
The Americams are just making a tactical retreat, thby
will advance again...” - o : %

" Ugh"! This filthy demagogue !

There was a time when'certain organisations
voiced their fedrs that Burma was becoming a base of
the warmongers.-He flared up, s?ying that this’was
Just "red"” propaganda. He announced that his govérn-
ment desired fm.endship and peace with’ the neighbour-
ing countries. ~
£ The very moment he was uttering these words
newspapers /they are,by no means progressive ones/

revealed that Fr_éench planes"en-route to bomb Viet-

)

Nam, landed at the Mingaladon aerodrome # near Ran-
goon. On another date, newspapers again @#isclosed
that British jet planes bound for Malaya landed at
the same aerodr-ome.

“What,then, is their neutrality ?

As had already been mentioned, even when
the independence mask was adorned in 1948, Burma had
never for once ceased to be a military servant-state
of imperialism. Treaties between the-British-govern-
ment and Thaki-n Nu clique gave Britisfr troops many"
favourable condi-tions. At any moment they could-
land in the country, use air-fields and sea-ports,
inter_fere and order all military operations of the
puppet government. They have the right to go through
the country to any front they might have opened in
South East Asia.

Popular opinion compell-ed the Burmese £¥
government to exchange diplomatic relations with
China, but the true intentions of these servants of
imperialism are far from friendly. They had ziven
free rein to the Kuomingtangites even in the capital
of Rangoon where they resort to terror against-the-*
progressive Chinese and Chinese People s Schools. On
the other hand, the intelligence servi¢e had kept
trail after many Chinese who are working for the wel-
fare of their'Chinese brothers and for the World Peace
Movement. Progressive Chinese Press is #Xgp also
subject to oppression and obstruction.

Not only these, but major unfriendly
attitudes towards China can be recorded. Take the fa-
mous Burma Road for instance. This had been China’s- -
life line during the war. Even after the Chinese"*
People ‘s Republic was proclaimed, this road had been
used by Burmese and Chinese traders: quité a good
business was carried on. Now,under the command of
Wall Street, the Burmese government had entéred into
the American blockade of China, by banning the expott
of "str_ategic materials".

Along another route called the Ledo in
North Burma, Amer_dcans were reported to be active,
planning for an attack into Yunnan in South China.




members of the USA Alr Force visited Myltkyina and-
Saton, areas close to the borders of China. What
could these gentlemen be doing there in those remote
zones other than hatching up plans to invade China ?
Do they want to start another Korea ? g "

“In return for the Economic Aid from the

United States, the Burmese government had agreed to

turn the country into an American war-base. They
get arms and ammunitions to suppress the internal up-f
risings: they receive also necessary equipments to
repair or constr-uct seaports and-airfields for the
American war-monger-s <to use.-

"The Burmese government is enlarging and
repa-iring sea-ports and airfields: in stme places
new ones are being constructed. For instance, not
far from the Sino-Burmese barders, at towns called
Mandalay, Lashio, Momeik and Myitkyfna, huge air- {
bases are being xrwymired prepared for'American bomb-
ers. The Mingaladon'aerodrome near Rangoon is being*
enlarged to become the fourth largest aerodrome in X
the whole world. “ 3

Not only these but American agents are Py
busily working in this country, carrying on subvers#
sive activities against Peaple’s China. And their *-
plots; in spite of the censorship of the semi-fascist]
government, have leaked out very much, much more
than they could appreciate.. ;

Thus, it is an open secret now that the
Amer—icans are regrouping the Kuomingtang troops in
Burma and Siam to make an assault on People’s China.

When the KMT troops ran away into-Burma, "
the Burmese gover/nment had hastenéd to "defend the
country from the invaders". But what it actually did
was to cut off these troops from coming inta‘'direct
contact with the guerilI_as. The government quietly
di_sarmed them and kept them safe in the capital
of Mandalay and’elsewhere, till, of course; the Ame=s
ricans were able to take over. 2

Once, officers of the American Zmbassy and some staff

)

Some estimates state that about 20,000 of
these men are befiimng' reorganised in Burma alone. In-

donesi.en news sources state that Chiang Kai-shek’s
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men on the 3ino-Burmese borders are under the com-
mand of the American 10l Espiocnage group and that

the US command in Bangkok had sent two Amerigan-agents,
to confer with the leaders of these forces. Récent A
news from Rangoon reveal that 14 American officers
were in command of these men and that they are being
supplied from America and rice from Thailand. The
Burmese government is also being ordered to supply

these troops.
Even the renk and file of Thakin Nu's army

consider the idea of putting up with foreign troops
on Burmese territory. Some sections even demanded
that they be sent to fight against the Kuamingtang
like the Sha.n Guerillas who-are operating under
the leadership of the People’s'Democratic Front.

*  They do not realisé, however, that it was
not an extraordinary case. Similar to the chain of X
Atlantichountries in the west, snother chain is
bei-ng set up by the Anglo-Americans 1o wage a war
against the Soviet Union and China. This chain”of"
warbases spread from Japan in the north down to
Singapore in the south; and the Burmese government,
in spite of all its neutrality bluff, Id is also
participa-ting in the wafmongering plans.

However,it needs also be mentioned here,
that the Burmese government had cast many a vote in
the UNO in support of peace and friendship among
nations. Before we value these votes, it is'necessary
again to probe into facts how they came to be cast-
In"that manner. - E i

s -Roughly speaking, Thakin Nu government has
lost all influence or-hold on the people in the *
liberj/ated areas. On the other hand, it is but natu-
ral,that even a government like his would have to -
give so_me moménts of thpught to the people: it is
necessary for him to keep the confidence of the peod
ple, at least of the government controlléd zones. *

That was why these reactionaries raised
leftist slogens, promising heaven itself for"the

v




people. Their programmes resembled those of a Com-
munist Party, with a single difference -- they

never trouble to carry them out. They had promised ‘
the nationalisation of the key industries but failed :
to carry out a resolute battle against the monopo- |
lists. They made an attempt to nationalise the dere- |
lict Irrawaddy Flotilla Company -- then fizzled out"
into the nationalisation of the "steel and atomic

. energy", two industries which are entirely non-

existant in Burma. In fact they supported the com-
panies like Burma Corporation, they called in more
and mor-e foreign capital, they promised certain
monopolists that their industries would not be
nationalised for a long period to come.

Then they promised land to the peasants.
The Land Reform Law they passed ¥ was by no means
comparable to the Land Reform of the liberated:
areas: even then they had shelved the law away in #4
some quiet corner.

The standard of living of the middle
classes also became worse. Taxes of all sorts, ridi-
culous, heavy and unbearable, became toc much of a *
burden for the urban pecple. The mismanagement of"
foreign trade also threw a Iot of people engaged in
cottage industry into starvation, even small impor-
ters-and exporters went bankrupt -- the trade going
into monopolist hands.

Apart from the blunders made £ in the ¥d
home affairs, the foreign policy of the government
in its attitude to the Soviet Union, China and
Korea also became a matter to lead the people to-
wards revolt. These and the victories of the People‘s-‘
Democratic Front in the liberated areas mede the - -*
people” of the non-libersted parts raiideg" their
voices against the government: 5 -

" The first outbreak was on May Day cele-
brations of 1950 when Thakin Lwin, the president of
the Trades Union Congress/Burma/ and a leading member
of the Socialist Party, attacked the government for
not establishing contacts with the Soviet Union and
for the submission of Burmese economy into the hands
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of foreign monopoly.

This was a&n open mutiny within the AFPFL,
the party in power. This was the reflection of the
di-scontentment of the masses in the government con-
trolled areas. Later it was followed by revolts in M
the hitherto toy-shop Parliament, regarding the Ko-
rean question. Thakin Lwin and the Exeécutive Commit-
tee of the TUC/B/ were thrown out of the AFPFL. Im-*
mediately, forty prominent mem bers of the Socialist
Party, including about a dozen members of Parli&ment
resi—gned and a new party, the Burma Workers’ and
Peasants’ Party, was founded in December 1950, in
opposition to the government. This party pledged
itself to a policy of/maixrax anti-imperialist front
and world peace, vowing to follow the teachings of
Marxism and Leninism.

And this was not the only split. In Jamuary
1951, the All Burma Peasants’ Organisationm, hitherto
l.ed by the Socialist Party,’convened a congress in
Rangoon. 250 delegates from 50 townships and 16
distr icts voted for support of the Workers® and
Peasants’ Party programme. ’

7 * One month later, the Trades Uniaon Congress
/Burma/ also met. This congress, attended by a dele-
gation from the WFTU proved to be further blow to *
the self-styled g4 socialist government. 172 delegades
representing 20,000 workers, adopted a general pro—
gramme to fight and exterminate imperialism and to*
march forward to-the ultimate realisation of"a ,8‘3-
cfalist State in Burma. The cangress’also decided’
to change the neme of"the organisation to the"Burma
Trades Union Caongress” leaving the name of TUC/B/ °
to a handful of uniondé which still co-operateﬁ with
the Socialist Party.

* Simultaneously, other mass organisations—
such as those of the students in the non-libérated- -
ar(j;as/All Burma g Federation of Students’ Uniomns/
the employees of the government offices /the Federa-
ation of Services Unions/ and small shop owners —"°
also raised their voices against the government poli-
€y« All these forces are trying to join their forces®
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to form a People’s Democratic Front.
Defiance in all forms, against the Thakin

Nu clique, tock place all over the Zovernment-coén-
troll-ed areas. Workers in factories struck, not- |
withstanding the threats of the government, shops
and/cinema halls closed down in protest against
heavy taxes. Ereey-in-the-middie-e£f-1950y"

¥ * Once, In the middle of 1950, two bye- i
elections were held, one in a constituency of Rangonn
and mmmtkexgx the other in Akyab. .
v In the Rengoon constituency, Thakin Nu’s
candidate was returned,after great laborious efférts
by the top-notches of their AFPFL organisation. But
the figures revealed how little the peoplirhgc\i’
canfidence not only in the government but adse in
the very political structure of the "Union-of Burma?
Out of 49526 electaors, only 5725 casted. Of this the
AFPFL candidate claimed only 4326 votes !

In Akyab, the people took a different

stand. The AFPFL 4¢X candidate was challenged by
one U Kyaw Min, ex- Indian Civil Service. The lattexn
anf old servant of 'British imperialism was by noé g
meens a favourite of the people, but"what is the
use of"a parliament in Rangoon while our own libera-
tion forces are close at-hand ?" The people threatan-

ed te vote for U Kyaw Min. And vote they did, in- .

spite of all briber.y, threats and dramatical pious

acts of Buddhism by Thakin Nu himself. The next day, |

after the results were known,found the members of* |

the AFPFL comittee in Akyab going into a determined |

fist fight smong themselves. : 0
Not only in such elections but also in gFK

other spheres, heroic revolts of the people broke

out in all parts. When under the High Treason Act,

the government condemned Bo Tun Sein, the-leader

of the Dalla dockyard workers to the gallows; all

the democratic forces protested against the sentence.

The protest found so much mass support that the gove

ermment was forced to release Bo Tun Sein.
"The Thakin Nu clique had already had their

heads filled with terror at the growth of thé armed

revolutionary forces,and, when such revolts broike

o~

in their areas and within their own ranks were add-
ed to the whole atmosphere, they were thrown into §
panic. That is the reason why they had shown a
"progressive voice™ in the UNO, but there need be
little doubt that this trick had first been consented
to by the City and Wall Street.

Anyway, trick or no trick, these actions
arose out of the true pressure of the masses. In
odther w.ords, they are the voices of gy#¢ the people
deliver-ed through-a possible medium, hence dis~
torted in varying degrees, to the world. That is-the
reason why those votes in the UNO must be given the
value they tr-uely deserve.

By their daily actions, the peo-ple of
Burma are showing, contrary to the actions of the
government, that they want frienship with nations
and peace in the whole world. 3
# 3 The world peace movement found a home in
Burma. Again, the Thakin Nu clique had tried to
confuse the people, propagating that-peace meant
the laying down of arms 4nd submiszion to the'ruling
class. This was what had already been mentioned,
the Peace- within-ene-year Plan.

Through this curtain of lies, the world
peace movement found its way. In thed non-liberated
parts itself, the World Peace Committee was organ-
ised and the campsign for the Stockholm Appeal broulht
forth as many as four million signatures, in"the
government controlled areas. Meetings and conferences
endorsed the decisions of' the Warsaw Congress and the
signature cempaign for a PY¥¢/BEwer/p Five Power
Peace Pact 1s also gaining momentum.

? * In the liberated areas, as soon as the
Prddy¢ Paris-Prague Congress of the Defendeérs off
World Peace closed, pamphlete in every form, printed
or mimeographed, typed or handwritten, flew from
one village to another propagating about the congress.
Discussions and meetings had the Peace Movement as
an agerida. The people also raised a“slogan "Our fight
for National Independence i@ the fight for World
Peace !" At present, the World Peace Committee of YK
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the liberated areas of Burma has been formed ahd the
people gf/Bfruid are proud to see their beloved leader
Thakin Than Tun as the Chairman og the organisation.
Latest news from'the liberated areas reveal thai an
intense signature campaign for the-Five Power Peace
Pact is going on there and despite all difficulties
faeing-%he—iibmie&—ama—in—t&ir-eﬁruggle—fez
éensel they have-as their target as- high. a"figare as
three miliions. - g
And the people believe thaf. friendship wikh
the Soviet Union and People's China-is of great impe
importance to the fate of their country. They lodk’'g
upon the people of Soviet Union and People’s China

as their teachers, their leaders'and their’true *
brother.s. - =

CHAPTER XX s

THE STAR CF REVCLUTION

As if it had been only yesterday, I re-
mem ber the celebrations we made in the liberated
areas on the birth of the Chineése People's Republic.
At that time I was in a small village in‘an out of
the way cormer of our zones. The news came anly a
day in advance before the celebrations and at once
the people in the village cheered and rejoiced, sang .
and danced. Children ran inta forests to bring back
their  fathers and brothers who were cutting wood:
sampans and boats were ¥ hailed to the banks to be
told abPout the happy tidings.

All night, the people could not sleep. I
remember that the wind was chilly, but bonfire/were
1.it up and the people sat around talking excitedly.
Some activists were already drawing up posters and
banners for the march. A member of the Beople's'
Gterillas, an established artist in more than‘seven
villages,> in co-operation with a courier girl,
fished ocut a small picture of Chairman Mao' Tse-tung
and reproduced a huge portrait fram it. When they
had finished they felt miserable, because it was
difficult tao say whether the portrait could really be
Chairman Mao’s. I had to go to their rescue and pr#{
pr-aise the good points in it, telling them to write
the name under the portrait. And in bold letters
the word "Mao Tse-tung" was written : now Hg every-
body would ‘know that it was Chairman Maos The por-
trait of Comrade Sta-lin was mach meore' e&sy, for the
artist was used to drawing it; the ummistakable
moustach and, on a suggestion from the courier girl,
a pipe/made one and &ll acknowledge that it was

te }(mﬂadq,the world’s greatest leaderf —pertrait.

"In the morning, about ten"villages marched
to a centre shouting slogans and waving their banne®s:
Red flags fluttered in the wind as the people shouted:
"May/Stalin live over a hundred years !"™ "May Chair-
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man Mao Tse-tung live over a hundred years".‘May one
live over a hundred years is the Burmese equivalent
for "Long live" All over the liberated areas and
even in the non- liberated parts, the pedple célee
brated the victory of the Chinese brothers.This was
the reason why Thakin Nu government had to recognise
the People’s Government as soon as it*was able.
o Yes. The Burmese people celebrated the
liberation of China as if it had been th2ir own
emancipation. And they have go6d reasons for
doing so.
The influence of the Chinese Liberation 2
Str.uggle on Burma is great : the Burmese people
gained a lot of lessons from it. Burma, as a semi-
feudal and a semi-colonial country has nearly all-"
conditions similar to the China of Chiang Kai-shek’s
days, and the Thoughts of Mao Tse-tung; based-on *
the teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin,
cauld be applied in many details, to eur-siézuggiles
her own struggle. To'mention but a few, the strate-
& against superior arms, the land" reform, People&‘s:
administrative system and mesny others are learnt -
by the Burmese patriote from the Chimese Revolution.
Without these lessons learnt from the Chinese peo-
ple, the struggle of Burma could not have succeeded
ta such high levels as is being attained today. The
people of Burma are following the exact path taken py
her heroic neighbours.
Thus, the establishment of the People—'s
Republic of China greatly stimulated the fight of the
Burmese people. It is'a proof that.the path they have
been taking is correct:. It raises their hopes thst-
in the very manner the Chinese people have attained
their victory, and emerged triumphant and invincible )
they, the people of Burma will also be*victorious and
free. That is the reason why the Chinese people and
their leaders are so very near and dear to our peo—
ple. 4 e : .
While writing about the great and direet
influence of China on our’country, we shall, by no
means forget the great strength given to'us by the
People’s Democracies of~Surepe and the Peaple’s
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Republics oé=asin. Their definite march towards Peace
and Socialism, their spirit of solidarity with the’
peoples of the colonial and semi-colonial countries
are heartily appreciated by the Burmese people. Burma
has also learnt a lot from theif# struggle and the
victory of the working class and other oppres:red pep-
ple over the exploiting classesww Wear  Commtvass s
And last, /purpose]y last, of course/, I
would like to mention = nnx the profound gratitude of
the Burmese people to the great people of the Soviet
Union, the Bolshevik Party and Comrade Stalin. It
was the echo of the @reat October Revolutlon that
sent f¥g Burma on her road to freedom and educated
the oppressed workers and peasants to tnite. MEOITE
The Burmese people are indebted to Comrade Stalin .
and the Party of Lenin ¥ not merely betause of theé
fact that'the Communist Party of Burma is steeled
in the Bolshevik spirit, but also of the very fmxk
existence of the class concious revolutionary move-
ment in our countrys It was the guidance of the °
Soviet Union that mnrmixRuramx® the patriotic fighters
of Burma looked forward to, in the struggle against

Japanese Fascisme. I£:there—ever—uere—are Progressive
ideologies—in Burme, followed—by—the peopie—in-oler
Wha:s,—thw—am’{he teaching of 'VIarx,
Engels, Lenin, and Stalinaw deeply notded v o
e For the Burmese people, Stalin mean?
Enancipation and Freedom; Stalin means People s
Power and Strength; Stalin means Peace and progress;
Stalin-mesns Socialism and Communism. For all these,
the Burmese peoplé look forward to the great Soviet
Union for leader.ship and pledgeg to follow the

road taken by these people.
And these are the people Xk who show us A

how to love life and peace in a revolutionary manner.
Burma wents Peace. Burma wants friendship with -
other countries -- not only with the Soviet Unior:,
China,smt the People’s Democracies and the People s
Republics, but also with all other countries which
love freedom and peace and respect the sovereignty
and territory of the Burmese people. 'The people of
Burm_a are determined that they would stand in the
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camp of Peace and Progress headed by the Soviet Uninn
and opposed to imperialism, aggressive wars and
colonialism. ' :

For such a policy that is kept, for the
clear cut views towards the Soviet Union and the en-
tire cemp od Peace, it has been thrown against the * |
revolutionary fighters that they are receiving help
from the foreign Communists. The Anglo-Americans
and the Burmese puppets use to howl that the Burmese

"Communists" are getting help frem the "Reds" outside.

When they simply say"helpj we do not deny.:
Why should we, when we are receiving invaluable help
from the Soviet Union, China and other countries
in the form of the wise teachings of the proletarian
leaders and experiences from their struggles 7 -

~ And yes. Stalin and Mao Tse-tung armed us.
They armed us with a strong theory, how to mmite,
how to fight anff how to wine.

Yes, Stalin and Mao Tse-tung guides us in
every phase of our struggle: In every battle fought
in Burma, there is, if you like, Stalin"and Mao Tse-
tung. In every distribution of land; they are there:
They are with us in ,Jall in freedom: in defeat and
in victory. S

But their help to us do not come in quietly
through the back doors. Their help is no secret. PHE
Their help is extended not only to the liberated
parts but also to the non-iiberated parts --"even
the Thakin Nu clique can get this help #f because
it is within reach to all people. Only, they 4o not
want to accept such help. :

" Instead these traitors accept the warmon-
gering American’"Aid" and monopolist Commonwealth *
"loans". They-get help-from their masters in the fomm
of arms and ammunition to kill the people. ¥ Aero-
planes and bombs, guns and gun-powder, rifles and-
bullets -~ all these filthy "help" had been dumped
on them by the foreign exploiters.

And they have the audacity to point their
bloo.dy fingers at the revolutionary fighters
accusing them of getting for _eign help !
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To answer frankly, we do get arms from YHé
foreign countries. Yes, from the United States of
America, from Britain and from India. We receive them,
however, through a'transport. officer, otherwise
Prime Minister Thakin- Nu, also knowm as the Chiang
Kai-shek of Burma. ”

Even as I write these last lines I can feel
the confidence and the vigour of all the comrades f
fighting fot the liberation of the entire people.

I remember, for instance, the day we celebrated the
October Revolution in the liberated areas. In the wd
morning there had been meetings-and in the avening
after dinner, there were discussions.

It was pretty cold in the forested moun-
tains and dew was dripping from the leaves high above.
After the discussiom, I came out and joined somé
comrades grouped round a fire.

Tired and cold as I was, I toock an armful
of straw from a shed and strewing them over the damp
ea_rth; lay down by the fire. Through the clearing
up above, I could see the tropical winter sky.

e A couple, Comrade Myint Maung and his wife
came out of the hut and joined me. -

g "Are you tired,or,just being plain lazy?"
they asked me. After a while they left me alone and
began'takiing about the demonstration they attended

‘L0 the morning. They were particularly excited

when they recalled how their-young son, raising his
fist again and again, had shouted, "Stalin -—— Mao
Tse-tung ——Thakin Than Tun !" "Stalin == Mao* Tse—tung
--Thakin Than Ton !"° 2
s Comrade Myint Maung lay down beside me ,
using my right-arm as a pillow.-
"Look up ¢omrades,” he said,"there’s the
star high above, the Star of Revolation !" *
" But his wife differed. She placed Yg#¥ the
palm of her hand on his chest and sofly’corrected,
"No, you silly! The star of Revolution is
not so far away. It is here. In the heart ..."
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Anyway, the Star of Revolution is every-
where, indestructable, invincible. It is everywhere;
even when a comrade falls, the star of revolution
shines In his pool of"blood. And with this blood we | g APERROAER
dye the revolutionary flag -- the flag we shall
carr-y forward right through the gates of fPeedam,
td the palace of World Peace... oy

MINN LATT




HGASOAGH TU ALL 2aRTIoalio UF 2u8aCs IN ZVERY LAND

AND TO THZS PoRuaNsSNT COMMITTZE OF THi WORLD CON-

GRubo FOR PLACS.

ien and Jomen Partisans of Beade in Zvery Land, ?

On benalf of People’s Democratic Front of
Burma, uniting in its ranks, the immense majority
of the toiling peoples of Burma, irrespective of
their race, nationality, sex, religion and politi-
c=1 convictions, we send you our fraternal greetings
on this day, uctober 2nd., International Fight-For- |
Peace day.

We support aithout reserve the decisions of
tne Paris Congress for Peace and welcome the ssta-
blishment of the Permanent Committee of t he Congress
which is to co-ordinate and direct the efforts of thg
peoples on benalf of peace.

e are convinced that the movement,for Pea-
ce, which to-day numbers hundred of millions in its
ranks and which is steadily growing is capable of
averting the tnreat of another war.

#e pledge ourselves to support and promote
to the utmost the propaganda and organisational ac-
tivities undertaken by the Permanent Committee of
the World Congress for Peace aimed at uniting all
the forces battling for peace and against mar.

The imperialistsvto-day are preparing for
another World war, frenziedly piling up érmaments,
trying to terrify everybody with pernicious hate
propaganca.

Anglo-American imperialists are the instiga-
tors of a new iar that will be a war against the
entire human race. They have initiated the Atlantic
Pact, while the American and British people, like
all the other peoples of the dorld, do not want War.
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Anglo-americam imperialists nave induced war hy-

steria and are framing it by gwery means at their

comuande

e believe that the Jorld Jar is not inevi-
table. It can and must bDe averted.

The force. standing for peace are incal-
culable. The incendiaries of a new WJar havenot
and cannot have the peoples’yﬁ&Pport. As has been
said by Comrade stalin, the wise leader of the So-
viet 2@;2&, "the horrors of the recent war arestill
too fresh in the memory of the peoples, and the
public forces which favour peace are too strong
for Churchill’s pupils in aggression to be able
to overpowers them and turn them towards a new
war."

The forces standing for Beace are s tronger
than the forces for War.

At the head of the World lMovement for Peace
atands the ‘Soviet Union, the land of peace and
creative endeavour. It has the supsort of the Peo-
pies' Jemocracies which have ees$ loose once and
for all from Capitalism. On the side of peace stand
the five hundred millions of China, who are shaking
off the fetters of imperialism, and the peovlies of
other asiatic Countries, ég:; are devotedly figh-
ting for National Liberation. Cn the side of peace
stand tens of millions of common people in United
States, in Western Europe and Latin America.

Anglo-American imperiarists have zlso with
the help of their lackeys, national counter-revo-
lutivnary bourzeoisie, fomented Civil Wars im many
countries; and thereby disturbing tne peace of the
world. In our country, Burma, Thakin Hu zovernment,
the subservient fool of anglo-American imperialists
have thrown the entire country into the flames of
Civil and Communal .Jar.

gur struggle against Thakin Nu Government,
our strug.le to establish People's vemocracy and a

lasting Beace, is part of this world strugzgle for

U

eace.
4e cell on all partisans of jpeace in esvery

land to have courage and confidence in tneir forces,
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tirelessly wela togetner the ranks of all the neops
les who are engaged in the fight for Jeace, ana to
paralyze the forces of aggression by their vigom-

ous gaction,.

We are firmly convinced that our concerted}
effortgs on behalf of humanity, in defence of pea- ;
ce, labour and liberty will end in our victory!

MBn and Women Partisans of Peace in Zvery
Lana, unite to defend peace against the instigatérs
of a new wari

Long live thw October 2nd, the Ingsrnatio-
nal Fight-for-Peace Uay! :

Long live the World Front of Strugzle for

Peace!

- P - ’ pe
Long live the People s Bemocratic Front
of Burma!

CENTRAL ORGANISING CUMMITTEE
PEOPL: S DEMUCRATIC FRONT OF BURMA.

vated the 2nd, October 1949.

THE ORDER OF THz Jal TO THE WEMBERS OF THE PEOPLE 3
AHLY - is:ued by THaKIN THAN TUN, president of the
Jentral Urganising Committee of the Beople's Jemo-
cratic rfront. - 1950

Comrzae fi_nters, non-commissioned officers, poli-

tical commisars and commanders:

on benalf of the ventral Organising Committ-
ee of the People’s Jemocratic ¥ront, which is also
the Supreme General sStaff of all the people's armed
forces participating in the People's Liberation War,
I greet the comrades of the various armea forces of
the PUF who have arrived from various parts of osur-
ma to serve in tane People's ATTY o

ihat is toe People. s army?

I. #What is the People's Army of which you are
members? How did the Peopia's Army come into be-
ing? :

Juring iarch, 1948,'AFPFL government lad by
Thakin KU, the imperialist lackey and representative
of the native bourgeoisie and the lLandlords, swind-
ling #he country with a faked independehnce, launched
an all-out offénsive agzinst the vanguard of the
people, the Communist Party of Surma, iqbrder to
completely destroy the forces of the people. With-
out submitting pa;;vely to this, the Communist Par-
ty of Burma had resisted with all available forces

N L . : T : .
ana thus the People s Liberation Jar came into be-

.iné,'.

Because e# the People's armed forces fought
the AFPFL government incessantly and vigorously
throughout the country, the Eeopleé Liberation War
developed in scope.

In July, 1948, the People's Volunteer Orga-
nization revolted againstthe AFPFL govt.

In August,1948, the Burma Army revolted aga-
inst the AFPFL zovt .

Although at rirst the peOple's armed forces
which nad revoltea and fought against the AFPFL szovt

: : - ’ s -
were aivided, the Peonle s Jemocratic Front was for-




med in ijarch, 1949 based on the Uommunist Party of
o . s 2
surma, the People s Volunteer Urganization and the

asevolutionary 3Surma army - in conformity with the

aemands of the masses of the people. After the for-

mation of the PUF, the Peogle's armed forces grew
and the liberated areas were rapidly enlarged.

decause the AFPHL wovvucu?ailed to des-
troy the ge03le’s revolution with saren-3urman ra-
cial war, it procured forther foreign aid and with
the mechanized units launched an offensive against
the liberated areas.

The People's vemocratic Front, to be able
to wage a counter-offensive against the enemy ANPFL
govtwv“%%ﬁeavored to establish g single army under
a single command.

Following the intensification off the enem;
ofiensive, as the reactionary members of the PV( red
sorted to disrupt and sabotage in the PDF, they
nad to be purged; but, the Central Orgznising Com-
uittee of the POF succceeded in the formationg of
a single Peogle's Army based on the Peogle's Libe-
ration Army, the Revolutionary Burma Army and the
revo utionary People's Volunteer Ur_anization in
March, 1950.

The People’ s Army came into being in ac-
cordance with the desire of tne people and at an
appropriate moment, to safeguard the permanent pea-

ce of the people.

The_zims_of_the Eeople’s Army .

Comrades:

II. Your present task ig to wage a coun-
ter-offensive shei-wil-wipe-oub-ithe-enemyy against
the enemy offensive. And more than thisvfrom coun-
ter-offensive to go over to an offensive that will
wipe out the enemy.

vhy is this so?

Because our ultimate objective is to wa-

fe went
ge ,strug_le until the enemy sovew, led by Thakin Nu

is smashed into smithereens.

The AFPFL govt, led by Thakin NU is wor-

£ing in accordance with the wisnes off the Anglo-
Americam imperialists. It is safeguarding the in-
terests of the Anglo-imerican imperalists and for
the continued existence of the feudal landlordism.
The brute forces of Thakin lu are burning vil'ages,
arresting peopke, raping women and thus the whole
country has oveen plaeed in an inferno and rivers of
blood have been shed.
The ?eople's Democratic Front is fighting-
-for the complete literation from the
rule of the aAnglo-American imperia-
lism and their lackey, Thakin Hu s
AFPFL govt.
- for complete elimination of feudal
landlordism
- for t.ransformation of our country
from a bacsward agrarian country to-
wards a modern industrial development:

gomrades: You, as the dearest gons of the
people, as the mighty army of the people, as the
hopes of the peeple, must fight for the achievement

’ :
of the aims of the People s Democratic Front.

Only_by znaihilatiop_of Thakin_Ju_sovi, will real

III. Under the slogan of "Peace within one
Jear"IAhui and w1th the aid of the imperialists, the
Thakin HNu uovtxhls launching an offens:ve with me-
chanized forces avalnst our liberated arc¢as.

With beads2iwY in one hand and a gun in the
other, the Thakin Nu >ov®m is going to shed more
blood in the country. . > et

From the Thekin Hu govewy the people will
never get real seace.

Onl, the complete anninilation of fThakin
Nu"ov¢n1w1llﬁeal Jeace be won,

That is why - fight ® crush the fascist
forces of the enemy, Thakin Nu 3ovuaq%1 achieving
real peace for the jeople.

what _is_the significance of the_single army?

IV. come are of the ovwinion that By the

single army 1t signifies 4he a mere umalgzamation of




the fLa, nBA und the revolutionaety 2V6. This is not

correct.

.

It is true that the single army contains

the PLA , RBA and the r=volutionary PVO. But it is

not just a wmere amalgamation. It iB an army that co-

mes into being with the desire the people and the |

broadcned purpose of aA,lnrln strategy, single tac-
tics and single organization. It is an army that
comes into being after overcoming localism and sec-
tarianism.

That is why, you, comrades, must clean out
all remnants of the old localist and sectarian
standpoints.

Carry out with clear and correct idcology

the tasks entrustec to you by the Peogle's Army,

varry out_the_tasks_asirned._

V. There may be some who are dissatisTied
with regard to aliocation of ddies and apvointments.

Do not have dissatisfaction on this score.

varry out the duties asigned to you.

While carrying out the military instrueti-
ons of the Beople’s army, those who have ability will
surely attain eminence, those who have no ability
will surely zo down. No one can stop this process.

Do not judge by oneself that one has abili4
ty and that duty assignea tobne is not suitable,
It is also not correct to judge that way. The te st
of battle will decide. The decision of battle will
beﬁ?ruest Jjudgment.

The_leadership of the Communist Party

Vi. Our People's Army is completely differ
ent from the armies of the bourgeoisie. There is no
such bourgeois regulations 25 there must be no poli-
tics and no one should becom#hembers of political
parties.

There is only one rule: that all shall

fight unyieldingly, unbendingly, unrelentlingly aga-
: : : ~ : ‘ : !
inst imperialism, feudalism and monoopoly capitalism

o o~ P ’
for the achievement of the jeople s power,

P

fhat is Thy our Beople's army accepts the
leaaership of the sarty of the proletariatg, the Com-
munist farty mhich is the most aavanced in human soci-
etye.

To accept the Leadershin of the party of the

proietariat whicn fights with the most thoroughness

for liberation from the imperialist domination, for
overthrow of the rule of the capitalists and for abo-
lition of feudal Landlordism is only rational.

In the sameuzﬁzéii the People’ s Arm?yunder
the lLeadcrship of the & in scviet Union, Zastern Zu-
rope and in vhlnﬁh_acoeen v1ctor10us, s0 7&5&1 the
acceptance of the leadership of the Gp-by our :eople s
Army is a basic factor for our ultimate victory.

Democracy inside_the Armyg

Comrades, our People's Army, being an army
based on themost advanced politics, is unlike the ra-
pacious troops of Thakin lu. The fascist army of Tha-
kin Nu is a bureaucratic army which is subservient
to the dictates of the imperialist-feudalist systeme
gur army is an army that fights in the interests of
the people.

ur army is a people's army where there is
unity betweem commanders and fighting men and in which
there is full democracy. It i an army which fights
with firm belief for a correct political program.

Comrezdes,

VII. the second basic factor for our ulti-
mate victory is the support of the people without
reservation to our People's Army. As you marched to
your present camps, remember how everywhere men, wo-
men, children - the entisre village jubilantly mwelco-
med you?

You all Xnow how every village, every house-
hold contributea a basket of rice and 1/4 Ra. for you
as supplies.

This whoke-hearteda support is given because

¥ou are tneir dearest sons.

That is why you must defend the neonie with




sour lives. fight to crush the cnemy that is commit-
ting ag,ression agalnst the jeople - till not a "stem
or trunk" remain of theun.

comrades, the people are your fothers amad |
your mothers. Z3e polité in desling with the seople.
J0 not taxe anything - not even a matchstick -from
the peosle without been given or without payment.

: In battle, seize @nLy the properties of
the enemy. Those properties seizea must be handed
over to the respective commanders without fail. If
it is not enemy sroperty, do nt® even tguch it with
your fingertips. We are not like the bandit troops
of the mmemy, Phakin iu.

Comrades, as tne peoonle economize and
nelp the utmost for achieving victory, so you must
be frugal. gur standards of 1iving must not exceed
that of our parents - the peasants.

As much as we make sacrifices, the victory
will be expedited. Unly after victory is achieved

there will Be good life. For future good life, be
frugal.

discard localism,

Comrades,

VIII. Our Army is a mobile army that will
strike the enemysmain force where ever it is. We must
struggle against localism unreservedly.

Help from guerilia marfare.

IX. In the Beople's Liberation War, our
People's Army is the main Army. But the main army
cannot fight victoriousky without sup sort from other
vforces. sspecially, help must be taken from guerilla
warfare. Hence, carry out the operations of the Pe-
ople’s Army in unison with guerilla marfare in the
enemy s rear, Take the fullest help from the people’s

guerillss.

Comrades,

4. At present, the enemy, launching an of-
Tensive, nas zlreaay invadaed our liberated areas,

% N 3
ome zrecs fell into the enemys hand{

w

AaS
it may »ive @ semblunce OF strength tc the ememy.

In fact, the smemy is not strong. It is
not for us to be pessimistic, The victories of the
enemy are unly temporary. Temporary victeries will

na 1 e8=

not be decisive in the leberation war. As tiae 1e

der of the sSoviet Union, Comrade stalin, once said:
"The permanently operating factors that 7ill give
decision to the war are:

l. the stability of the rear,

2. the morale of the army,

3. the guality and quantity of the divi-

sions,

4. the eguipment of the army,

5. the organizing ability of the comman-

ding personngl of the army."
e are tryingto achieve all the factors:

With political, organizaticnal, admini-
strative =na economic work, we are workin—g to make
our rear strong.

The morales of our forces is hard as steel.

Je are trying to ecuin them with good we-

apons.
Through military academies, military

schools and militury classes, we are bringing forth
sood commanderse.

We are establishing the basis for achie-
Ving victory.

We shall be victorious.

Comrades,

Je can smash the enemy's offensive and will
surely be victorous.

Wny is it so?

W¥e are waging a just war. That is why vic-
tory will be achieved.

We are fighting for a new life of the peop:
le. That is why victory will be achieved.

We nave the sup.ort oI the whole >eonle.

. . N . 1 s
The reoole s Jemocrztic rront which is the united




front of the people, is supporting us. That is why
victory will be achieved.
.
Hence, we can defeat the enemy s off'en-
sive. We will sugrely be victorious. )

Unrivalled Industriousness_and_Uetermination

Comrades, in 1948, with dilapidated
rifles, we foughti the strong Thakin Nu government,
Within 2 years we have reached a stage when we can
stand shoulder to shoulder with the enemy.

If we continue to fight with industrious-
ness and determinagion fur surpassing that of 1948,

me will surely aefeat the enemy il o ylsad ,
~

Hence, comrades,

e 1. Fight with determination and industry-

Suws

(far surpassing the enemy. unly if wgﬂiyrpass the
enemy in determination and industrjy{wé will be
victorous. Fight without giving the enemy time to

reste
2. Hate the enemy as an enemy. You must

hate the enemy from the bottom of your heart. Unles
the enemy surrenders, fizht to smash the ehemy in-
to bits. Only when the enemy surrendﬁjs, treat him
as a prisoner of war. :

3. Maintain steel discipline in our Army.
Zliminate anarchism. Obey the orders of the comman-
ders implicitly.
Comrades,

4. Learn to improve gour military skill.
Use your weapon to attain best results. Shoot well.
Kill one enemya11th one bullet. 3

5 Commanders, ;%r1ve for the best orga-
nizing ability. Give the best military leadership.

6. Wage the most intensive guerilla war-
Tare in the enemy rear. Destroy enemy lines of com-
munications.,

7. Pledge to fight bravely. Pledge to ove
erthrow in the shortest time the enemy Thakin Nu

Governmente.

/
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EXPLANATORY

CHAPTER I

1. Xhamauk= peassnt hat, with a broad brim, made
of palm leaves and bambooe.

2. longyi= national Burmese dress (equivalent to
trousers) a circulsr skirt tied round the waist

CHAPTER II

I. rupee= monetary unit of Burma ard India equi-
valent to abeut Ish. 6d.

2/3 Tesk=Tectona grandis
Pyinkado=Xylia dalab:fform:[s
In-Kanyin= Dipterocarpus species
Padsuk= Ptervcarpus mecrocarpus
Thi‘éyav-lngyin Shorea obtusa pentacme susvis
l.agerstpnm:ta flosreginae

/{Mﬂn qu ions from
"The of a Pe

1. Thakim the word "Thakin®" means master. When
the British came they made the people call
them xmxtmrspcixery Thakins. Counter te this,
members of the Dobama organisation have this
word prefixed to their own names.

~~"GHAPTER VIL

1. After the "Red Guards"™ broke away from the
PV0, ancther split occured again in this or-
anisation in 1948. In this secomd split, the
majority who broke away from AFPFL amd took @
up arms against the governmemt were called !
"White Band PVOs” and those who stayed behind
amd followed the Socialist Party were called
"Yellow Band PVOs". Members of the Fellow
Band formed counter revolutionary fprces to
suppress the armed struggle of the people
but the hatred it accumlated from the mssses
led to its being disbarmded by itself in 1950.
y‘(DO v s Ke Duamean 2218 valawl {c{ CvwAssle

weh M%M,\M"‘"’ ‘}m{ D ormmased” p’&v‘:a
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CHAPT&R
1.

£1II

1. Lenin, selecteda Jorks, inglish
sdition, Lioscow 1947 Vol. 1
rage 376.

2. dHgapi: a special Lurmese pre-
paration of dried salted fish
equivalent to table sauce.

3. shikho: a way of paying the
humblest respects. Kneeling, the
person has to place the palms
of his hands together and bow,
making his head as well as the
hands touch the floor.

4+ The Burmese form of measure for
rice is in baskets.

5. Viss: 3.6 lbs.

£V

lga Nu : an angry form of calling
Thakin Ru, the puppet Prime linis-
ter. : .

Mao Tse-tung, Un yeople's Democrat-
ic victatorship.

Yegaung : the armed volunteers of
the All Burma Students Union,
with duties equivalent to People's
yilitias, but more mobile.X
'daga : Buddhist priests address
men as daga, women as dagama.
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ChaPToun AVI
1. LANGUAGs GHUUPS IN BURMA, 1931 CEBBES.

3urmese
Karen
Tai#?han)
Kuki-Chin
dMon
Palaung-ia
Kachin
Lolo-iduhso
Sak

Mro

Malay
Naga

Man

Indian languages
Chinese languazges

suropean languages

QOthers

CHAPTER AVIII

1.

CLASSIFICATION OF OCCUPIERS OF AGRICUL-
13 PRINCIPAL RICE
OF LOWER BURMA.

TURAL LAND IN THE
GROWING DISTRICTS

PZRSONS

9,862,594
1,341,066
1,021,917
343,854
305,294
176,024
153,897
93,052
35,237
14,094
6,368
4,201

947

1,079,320
178,316
27,895
2,851

| Total | area oc- | Area oc- |Area oc- |Area oc— |
%YEAR occupied cupied by | cupied by‘cupied by cupied by !
H i ]
§ area iNon-agri— Chettyars}Non—agri— Chettyars@
(2000ac- culturists :culturista(?ercent-3
{ res) " f(luOO a.c.) (1000 ac.) (per cent) age to to-
i ; i tal area |
O Sl N 1 occupied)
1930| 2,249 2,943 570 bi-29 R
1931| 9,305 3,212 806 | 25 1 |
| | |
1932| 9,246 3,770 1,347 {436 15
11933| 9,266 4,139 1,782 |43 19
1934| 9,335 4,460 2,100 L 47 22
1935] 9,408 4,687 12,293 49 24
1936| 9,499 4,873 2,393 49 25 :
1937| 3,650 4,929 12,446 50 25 '

|




!}'

iote: Prior to the passage of Land ilienation
Act 1940, many Burmese landlords who lived in
towns and visited fields only on some occasions

were termed "agriculturists". Hence the figures
showing the amount of land owned by nonwagri-
culturists cannot be considered as full and
accurate: the percentaze should have been
higner.

CHAPTER XVIII
2. ROUGH ESTIMATS OF TOTAL FORLIGN INVESTMENTS

IN BURMA by J. Russell Andrus in"Pacific
Affairs" March 1944.

Foreign Corporations i_ 47,200,000
Chinese 2,800,000
Indian Chettyars 56,000,000
Government and Municipal

obligations 45,000,000
Urban Real ZEstate 3,250,000
Indian Industrial Estab-

lishuments

(not inclmdeu above ) 1,000,060

z 155,250,000

~

APP uliUAGL

URueR UF THuo wAY.

L

Je

reace-within-one-year : In

July 1949, Thakin lu gave the
dateline of one year in which
he said that he would bring
peace to the whole country

by suppressing zll insurrection
in the country. see chapterVII;

Beads : a meditation device Yg
used by the Buddhists in Zurma
similar to the rosary. Thakin
hu always poses as a devout B
Buddhist and refolutionary car-
toonists generaliy depict him ¥
with a string of beads in his
nands or around his neck.

a basket of rice and 1/4 rupee:
a Burmese metaphor for zid

and supnort.
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soun as she had the chance, the child was back on the
bed and she nad jumped onto a horse of the dismounted
enemy. The troopers were taken by surprise: when they
could give chase, Xa Khin Nyunt was well ahead. shots
rang out and hoofs thundered as the cavalry pursued
the lone horsewoman.

But once again, the Rider of the White Horse
disappeared only showing up some time later in another
attack on the government garrison.

-}
; 127
#ers orainary peasant girls who hada never participated
in the movement. lhat was wny they dared to zo. All
the same, the enemy garrisgon took them into their
camp and raped them. 4 girl went insane.

sut the neroic women of our country are pun-
ishing these fascist devils with burning hatred. omen
heroes of combat are being born. From the northern
districts to the south, heroie women are fighting for
the country. It would be impossible for me to des%gibe
the expluits of all of them, but let me introduce,you
£¢ Ma ihin Wyunt, the Rider of the Yhite Horse. =
ohe was a heroie fighter since the first days of rev-
olution, she was the dread of the enemy armies. Xx=m
sany fabulous tales have been told about her, some Efy
true, some fictitious. She has won fame and love By/t{
of the people both in the liberated and non-liberated
areas. che useu to strike at the enemy-- and so hard
did she do it that it caused no small uneasines- among
their ranks.

The big nhats scolded their officers with,
"You useless fell.ws ! If you cean’t catch a woman
like that, i1 give you women s skirts to put on,"
in the accepted feudalist style, which looked down on
skirts and women. The officers iqﬁheir turn bawled at
the buck-privates and these miserable creatures gave
vent to their feelings on innocent villagers.

Unce, mounted government troops seized a
village by surprise. They had received definite in-
formation from a spy that Ma Khin Nyunt was there.

None of them nad seen ia xhin Nyunthagﬁ the
villagers denied that"the Rider of the «White Horse"
was there. she looked just like a peasant, so , when
she caught nold of a baby and pretended to feed it on
her breasts, makasyx none of the enemy kmm saw anything
amiss. All of them knew, however, that the woman they
wanted wagrh mother, so they paid little attention to
the woman with tne child. o villager would give her
away-- akk:aR imEm one aznd all loved thisbheroic
girl-- but the spy was coming to identify her !
iya hin dyunt sawv the danger. (ne moment as
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