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Titans on the Wall: Peplum films of the 1950s & 1960s

PEPLUM EXTRAVAGANZA
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FEARED BY
EVERY MAN-
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Stalking out of a time . m . . .. . . .
i ~- SEE bare-chested musclemen fighting, driving chariots, and pulling chains!
bow down befor

its gargant

: SEE calamity and exploding volcanoes!

SEE peplum film posters from the 1950s and 1960s in a new light!

Step into the world of sword-and-sandal epics through images from the David
Chapman Peplum (Gladiator) Movie Poster Collection. This collection, housed in
the University of Washington Libraries’ Special Collections, showcases striking
posters from around the world celebrating a film genre that flourished in the

|950s and 1960s.

These films—filled with mythic heroes, epic battles, and imagined ancient
landscapes—also reflected the cultural conversations of their time. The posters
highlight evolving artistic styles, shifting gender norms, and the social issues

embedded in popular entertainment. T he posters and related memorabilia in this
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exhibit offer a look into how these films were marketed and imagined around the
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hot sun for a dollar a day!

SEE beautiful girls
dance for the King!

SEE ugly girls dance
for the soldiers!

SEE 2 hundred gladiators,
each one prettier than a lady!

SEE 10,000 galloping horses
make a wrong turn!

SEE the crazy lady with
snakes in her hair!

Explore the imagery, typography, and storytelling on display. Consider what these

posters reveal about the era in which they were produced and their influence on

SEE a nice cyclops!
SEE hand maidens!
SEE foot maidens!

SEE all kinds of maidens!

But Most 0f All,
See My Son!
My Son, The Hero!
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GPECTACLE!

...of Savagery >
and Sex! .-

film and popular culture of today.
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Haikdisevd ja mielikuvituksellisen
jannittava seikkailu! Historian
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verisessd, julmassa kamppailussa!
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