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CAMBODLA ON

A new IE‘pO[’t on the dete:rmratmg human rgnts situation i Cambodia,
released on the eve ot the I’I"f.ldlﬂg in Paris of the country's mmm aid donors, acensed
Hmh the Lambodmn government and the Khmer Rouge of severe abuses, and calls for
an end 10 an y further provision of arms or military equipment to the warring parties

The 100- page report by Human Rights Watch, Cambodia at War, also

0 calis on internationz

donors and international financial institutions represented at the Imemauonal Comnnitesz

on the Reconstmctmﬂ of Cambodia ( LCGR(‘) who are considering further buugﬁfam S113 pcu L

and assistance for the ¢

Cambodian government to insist that the government

rzhts,

As documented in the report, the months leading up to the donors' conference
have v-.fitnessed SO of the worst abuses since the end of the U.N. peacekeepng

IHIS 910

The Khmer Rouge have adopted "scorched earth” qactics, incliding ng th © delib

taughter of noncombatants. the razing of whole villages, the burning of rice |
the abduction of thousands of civilians for forced labor and ransom. Diplo

Cicis E‘i.

isolated and threatened by defections, the guerrillas have added to :}mf mml v Ji
presiding over | he deaths of one miilion (ambodlan fresh abusas, incinding ]ud"l OpIng

and murdering Westerners and 'Insagatmg more racially motvate

e}hnm Vietnamese.

The Roval Cambodian Armied Forces hfm, also viclated humanitaran
nghts law through gross abuses against civihans, mclucing marder, : oducoon,
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pillage, and the operation of secret detention centers where torture and executions have taken B
place. The Royal Government has been slow to rectify these abuses and hold perpetrators | -
accountable, mstead turning on journalists and ‘newspapers, both domestic and foreign, with a E
f'renzy of lawswta aﬂd admmqtratwe sanctions in the weeks leadmg up to the 1CORF meeting. -

- Dissident politicians and human flghts workers have also received threats on their lives. A new -
law that punishes members of the Khmer Rouge has alread; resulted in unj u‘;tlﬂable arrests and
tnals that Fall fchcar{ of even mlmmum standards of falmebs '
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Aq the war c:ontmues fresh lanammes are planted daxl} In Camb{)dm WhICh ah eady *las
the hIEIhESt proportion of landmines and amputees of any country on earth. Ca%ualtv statistics for
the dry season have mcreased exponentlally since the peacekeeping period, *‘eﬂemng the
mtenslfylng h....rstlhtles and the massive d1splacements of hundreds of thousands of the ‘poorest B
Cambodians over the last year. Yet Cambodia Mine Action Center (CMAC), the major demining
§ institution in Cambodia, lacks funds (o carry 1ts Gperdtlon.s through the next year because of weak
& support fmm hnﬂfﬂaﬂ{}ﬂa] donorb et ' '

I‘fuman qghts W a,tch Llosely exarmnes the IOle p]ayed bs, lmeign t}atrons oi Lhe wWart: ng
SILIGS and calls for a cut-off in tr ansfers of arms and mlhtan equipment in each case. After the
1991 Paris Peace Ace ordt: Thailand pf{)wd‘“d the Khmer Rouge with weapons and logistica) aid.
umludmg allnwmg the guer rillas to. cairy out attacks and maneuvers from 1ts territor v. Wiule the
Thm gover nmfﬂm has cr:}mf: uader 1nteruat10na,l messma t }“'all his dir yct lmutart a*ﬂ 1t continues
mdlrectly 0 rzrmnce he Khmer Rouge rhmu,gh permitting the lucrative cross-border trade in ZEIS
and timber. A wide range of other nations are providing the Cambodian armed forces with RN
weapons and mulitary eqmpmem cluding North Kaorea, Poland, the Czech Republic, Sou Lh .
Aftica, Russia, Israel, Indonesia and the Seychelles; ome; countries are providing Lm*mng ' 5
mlhtaw forces. among them Fran ce, the U.S.A., Australia and Malaysia. '“
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The IEpOIT was produced jointly by Human Rights Watch's Asia and Arms rroject.
dmslom Key regmmnendatmm mclude

o An immediate end to violence against cmhan 5 by b@t h sides, and respect for the laws of
war and international human rights norms. This would entail on the part of the Khmer Rouge the |
end of iis deliberate Lampalg:n to raze entire villages, destroy crops, and take whole comunnnifies
hoﬂ:agz and abandonment of starvation. rape and terrorist attacks on civilian targets A4S Weapons
of war. On the Royal Government's s-nde, it would require the prosecution of those who ¢ ommit
extr amdn.w executions, assaults, Iddl*} mnaae 1‘{)m‘bm dmﬁ'n,,., abaz_mmn I'effai d temm '
~extortion, pillage and other abuses: - o

o  The prose >cution In civilian courts Of i 1tary autnonties who conumnit abusss a ,g,camst
aviians. The government must ensure the iridependence of judges and izwvers from oolitical
influence, and make (egal representation available to all defendants. B

¢ Ihe end to'official reprisals agamst the press and fhreatc; against others for the exprassion
Of OPIIONS OF reporting Oft? ue {acts Lh i_i‘i’:‘:ﬂ Cl Hagatl E‘j\, on ,g“{)‘% errmnent b{)dkeﬁ fhjmmn |
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s [polrcres or publrc ﬁgures Freedem er expressmn must be assured throu gh a law that fuu o
e e cernplres wrth mternat enel stand ards LR |

. .. e - The abolition of the use, acqulsrtren a.nd stockpiling of antrpersennel landrmnes by the
- Cambodian parties as well as all other natlens and the ﬁnan 13,1 support ef dermmng efforts by
.  : .5---_'-_;_rnternatlonal dGﬂOI‘S S S O

. Afull stop 1o Thaﬂand*s suppert ef the Khmer I\euge partrcularly the cessation of trade
:E’:;"j'_':'__’:;_:Wthh prowdes the guerrﬂlas 1rnrr1_erlse ﬁnancrar resources " A mechanism fer mtematwnal '
ner Reuge whether m the form ef thtary equrpment lecrrstr al

assrstance or trade, sheuld be estabhshed

e A guaramee that refugees whe ﬂee hestrlrtres wﬂl net be for erbl}f repatrrated into a |
situation of danger, and that international orgamzatmns wrll have access to monitor such reﬁrgees
..___and to supervise any soluntary repatrratron S '

e  No ﬁlrmer prevrsrorr ef arms er rmhtary equrpment te tne warrmg C ambedlan parues ?w
any nation, 1n vrew ef the drspr eportronate suffermg ef crvﬂrans e.t the hands ef each rmhtary o
foree T o _ o

* The melusren ef tra,rnmg 1r1 hurnsn ri c,hts a,nd humarutarr an Iew as a key gompunbnt Of any T T
~ effort to assist the Cambedran gevernment wrth reform of 1ts mr 1tary o -

H umerz Rzgkzis Wetch/Asm (famzerl} s Asta Watﬂh)

Human Rights Walch is a nongover wmental organization established in 1978 to monitor and promote the observance
of internationally vecognized human vights in Africa, the Americas, Asia, the Middle East and among the signatories

of the Helsinki accords. Kenneth Roth is the executive director; Cynthia Brown is the program director; Hoflv I
Burkhalter is the advocacy divector; Gara LaMarche is the asscciate divector; Juan E. Mendez is general counsel;
and Susan Osnos is ihe communications dir ector. Robert L. Bernstein is the chair of the executive committee and
Adrian W. DeWind is vice chair. Its Asia imsrarz Was establrshed inl 985 to monitor and py omote the observance 0;‘
internationally recognized human rrgkts in Asia. Sidney Jones is the executive director; Mike Jer:c;reejczyk isthe
Washington divector; Robin Munro is the Hong Kong director; 7 unetla Liddell, Dinah PoKempner, Patricic

~Gossman and Jeannine Guthrie are research associates; Mark Gironard and Shu-Ju Ada Cheng ar e Luce fellows;

Dzarza Cheng mrd Jennifer Hyman are associales; Mzckey Spiegel is a research consultant.
;_
Human Rights Watch Arms Project
The Arms Project was r:s!abhshed in 1992 to monitor and prevent arms lransfers lo governmenls or or ganizations
grossty violating internationally fec:og;fzr..red human vights and the laws of war and promote freedom of information
regarding arms ransfers wos Idwide. Joost R. Hiltermann is the divector Stepi’*en D. Googe is !!ze pmgr am director;

Kathleen A. Bleakley is the research .«:rs.szs!am‘
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e Scrupulous monitoring of fhe 1mplernentatron of Cambodia's law agamst the Khmer Reuge a
o o by ]udges defenders and human rights advocates, who must be protected from accusation and
reprisal. The full text of the law must be wrdely drssermnated and all arrests under its authomy
be made pub‘ru Persons whe have been urrjustrﬁably detamed must be released wrthout delay
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