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Program Notes 

L'Or/eo was classified by its creaIOIS as "A Fable in Music." Looking back 
after nearly 400 years it must unquestionably be bailed as the rust masterpiece of 
die art foon we DOW c:al1 "opem." There bad been 3 number ofpre-Monteventian 
auempts by groups sucb as the FloreIitine Camerara to fashion dramas Ibat were 

. IUDI tbrougbou~ but it would be the'l601 preiniere of L'Or/eo in the north-cen­
..bIian dukedc:m ofManaua that would give the nascent art fonnmaturity and 
distinction. Its greatness Des solely iDthe eloquence and emotioDal power of 
a.noMonteverdi's musical genius. The unprecedented existenc:e of two COD­
raaporary printed editions (1609 and 161~ attests to the impact the san bad on 
..audienc:es ofMontevadi's time. In·..... these editions give modem perfonn­
en a wealtb of iDt'oonatioB coocerninS inItIumentation and vocal ornamentation. 
1adeed, Orpbeus' 'mqnitk:ent central aria. "Possente Spino," bas its brilDantly 
.	c:ompIex ornaments and insbumental, ~ wriuen out in full. presenting 3 
"'1DS ehaUeIIge to singers and playeN81ib; In our performance we bave 
~ awide vadety of.~~ iD these editions. assiping 
...... tiI:Dbn!s to panicuIar indivic1u4 eM::scenes (cbitarrone to Orfeo. orsan 
to PlaID. sackbuUs b InferDIl Sinf~:Wf!Ofortb). ..--....-vay~~-...-..
ddlia p:at1OB. L'Or/eo was. '.,,, ,tor the Accademia degl'lnvqbiti, an 
hiMdtectual clscussion 8fOUP in whk:Il'dII[('" of Mansua, Francseoo Cionzqa, 
..die poet Alessandro Smllio wel6E"'"t meQlbers. The exact Iocadon 

, of ddI pafomtance • uataown. ~~. " verdi in 3 IetIer descibed it as "3 
DIllOW ...• SUip's liIRUo'jj' .. "., Jdsbly stylized, focusing on the 
....Ied expIeaalon of,emotionI"racbeI'~iIaiUi, overt action or complex stage 
-.'rl'.irery. r.tc.Icvenli's saxe is ~,,',....!'UCtured witb frequent use ofover­
........ mirror·1ike IDIISk:al repetitions: '.,' ," factors seem to suSgest tbat the 

"JXIb~wm: larJeIy ofa ....,cliiCert.. D81Ure. 

, SlID. abe attaordiu'y emotional ~~Monteverdi's music demands a_-=eompIemeDt. For our productfOn!_ have ~ the story in the miUeu 
ofa..... weddiD8. Hae the fa1,M Of~ is played. out by the wedding
JIIIddpants as put of the nuptial ~y.' In this ritual setting Orpheus' 
......... laic of etemallqve and the ~bf music conquering grief. fear. and 
deada c:anbe Jiven universal sipi~~ Ii~ scale. 

• " > ':~. ,;"\ f!~ '.:::' 

S,.op.l. " {;~;. _ 


ProIoc-· ,- The peasantS assemb~ ."cW.:~ wedding. The prologue,' in tbe 

A 

pisc of the Spirit of Music, ~ Jaf#i: dleme as· the power of SODg. To 
lids eud abe wiD JRSCDt the story of ~ and how his musical Jifts were 
pulto die service of iaunoItaI Jove by bdnama bim to die Underworld in search"Idsdeputed wile Emidice. ' . . 

, Ad L The ritual proper begins~{;"JIIlPb.s. and sbepberd& celebrate tbe 
......ofOlpbeus and Buridic:c.in.PI_dance. At tile request of3 sbepbenl 
0rpMuS dNIpsodizea on abe ~ofilia,love for his bride ("Rosa del ciel"). 
Ewidk:e ~ In kind. ~_"",~ DOW beat as one ("10 DOD din)").
TIle mantaae ce.mnmy is perfm:ned aDCf abe sbepberds sing of their joy. 

*' 
Act D. Wbil,e tbe. women prepare. Euridice for tbe evening. nuptials lUrt; .,
Orpbeus reflects on the sorrows and joys of his courtship ("Vi ricorda"). Sylvia. 103 
Euddice's companion. anives seeking Orpheus. In anguished lODes tbis messeD- 1"21 
ger tells how Euridice. baving been bitten by 3 make. died· in her anns ("Abi. Br caso acerbo"). The disconsolate Orpheus sings of tbe depths of bis sorrow ("Tu 
sei morta"). He vows DOt surrender to fate. but to nvel to tbe Underworld and \I,..~')~ use his song to soften tbe beart of Pluto. The. nympbs and sIlepberds join ~ 
Orpheus in his grief. . 

Intermlssio. , , 

Act m. The Spirit of H. leads Orpbeus tome pte of Hades. but because~·C/ti'b
of tbe Dantean edict, "Abandon all hope. ye .do tDIer here," she can go DO 

...tnI8l," 'funller. Sbe urges the panic-smcken, siiI.. ,ser to ill tbe power of bis voice. rz..,IO~ 
At tbe river Styx. Orpheus encounters 'Cbaroo.Cbe boaIman who ferries me A 
souls of the dead across to the Underworld. CbaroD,seeing that Orpheus is still 
a living being. bars the singer from C!Dteriilg his baIL Orpbeus pleadS witb him 
tbrougb a most eloquent. florid SODg(~~,apirf()"). Charon is toucbed by \ i' 
the music but still will not let him pass. Seetq Mile pleads in vain. Orpheus (J-o, 
plays softly on bls lyre. lulling the ,~:";sleep~,Triumpbantly Orpheus 
enters me boat and rows aclOSS to the U~__ ' 

Ad IV. At die court of the dead ~.~ptesented before Pluto, me 
God of the Underworld and his meIancIiol~ Qa1eea. She is Persepbone. tbe 
Goddess of Spring and Fenillty wilt). ~ must spend balf of the year \~ 
among the dead. Finding in Orpbeus:pJi~ecIIora. of. her own sad CircUIDStaDce, 1"J,.!f4t 
Persephone pleads witb her Lord to allO,i~·to return to die world of the . 1 

living witb her husband. PlulO ~tll,r,~ptOvided that, while leadiDJ B 
Euddice back, Orpheus does not IUrD iij'lOOt ,**_1aer.. Infernal spirits prepare 
me trial and Orpheus ecstatically be. to ..Jd,s wife out of die Underworld 
("Qual honor"). But doubts as to wbediei~,is truly following him begin 
to tonnent the ,singer. Hearing 3 nOise.:tiCtimd ... Orpbeus tums, only to sec 
his sorrowing wife taken away fIool~iDi~""".A cborus of infernal spirits 
intones. "Only he who is victorious ov.ti~~~ etema1gIOJY." 

Act V. Benumbed. witb grief. <A.Pbeup~~ to the fIelds of bis homeland 
("Questo i campo di Traeia"). He,ga~~,~lIOIrOw witb an ecbo who can \/")..,1') 
only answer back his lamentations. Bitterly ",~s wonbless love. \:tV / 
Orpbeus' fat1Jer. the great god Apollo. apPears 10. and urges the singer to 
abandon his sballow terrestrial desires for ~ celestial perfections. In 
response to Orpheus' despair of ever asaiA·.~iIaf'~ beloved Eurldice's glance. 
Apollo counsels tbat he seek her irDfl(' mJtae, ,__ stall. Together. fatber S 

. and SOD rise to the heavens ("S&liam~).* 1be ribIII over. die peasants end with 
song and dance ("Vanne Orfeoj. . -,"' '; ,. ­11t'0'~ I'~ ~ :,~. ~~ ~l-
*In the original DbretlO Orpbeus is ioM' ab pieceS by Maenads, 3 wild band of 

t.:~) , , followers of Bacchus. The music ror4lis tndiD& -does not appear in eilher d die 

printed versions of tbe san. The NtoptatoDic' eadins of lODigbt's version Is 

tbougblto have been composed later to ~ subsequent perfonnanc:es 

before more sensitive audiences. ' " . . .,.. ' 
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£:~" 1 NEe)' HaoIaJa......... 


~1IS .......................~ty ofWasbiDBfOO FriendS ofOpera.
.'NaItjZylsIra. Maria CaldweU. Putel Pipes, 
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I 
UPCOMING 1993 CONCERTS: 

To request disability accommodations, contact the Office oJthe ADA Coordina­
tor alleast ten days in advance oJthe event. 543-6450 (voice): 543-6452 (WD); 
685-3885 (FAX): access@u.washington.edu(E-mail). 

February 22, UnlYerslty Symphony. Meany Theater, S:OO PM. 


February 24, The Contemporary Group. Meany Theater, 8:00 PM. 


February 26, Coneen: P.cific Northw.st J.n B.nfl Concert .nd 

Festival, Meany Theater, 7:30 PM. 

February 26. Festival: P.clfic Northwes'J.zz B.nd Concert .nd 

Festly.l. Meany Theater. 8:00 AM - S:OO PM. 


March 1, University Studio J.n E....-le, Meany Theater, 8:00 PM. 


Marcb 2 & 3. Jazz Combos. Bredlemio Auditoriom, 8:00 PM.· 


Marcb 7. Sonl V.ntorom Wind Qolntet~ Breebemin Auditorium. 3:00 

PM. 

I 

March 8, CoHealum Muslcum. BredlemiD AudiIorium, 8:00 PM. 


March 8, P.rc.....on Ens.mble. M~ S&udio 'D1eater, 8:00 PM. 


March 9. Unly.rslty Wind Ensem .....Dd 81.phoDle B.nd. Meany·' 

Theater, 8:00 PM. 


March 10. ProConArt. BrecbemiD AQdltoriuIa,'8:00 PM. 


March 11. Keyboard Debut Series. ·Bf'CdteaaIq Auditorium, 8:00PM. 


Marcb 12, Unlv.rslty Symphony i ee.w .... Claor.ses. Meany

Theater,8:00PM. . . 


March lS, Opera Directen' Worksllo,. ~ Studio Theater, 8:00 PM. 


Marcb 19, D.yld R.....II, gaut gu"-r. Bredlemio Auditorium. 8:00 

PM. 


March 30, Bneh.mln Scholarship WJmaen·SIIo"c.... M~y Theater. 

8:00 PM. 

April 7, Third Annu.1 Electn-Ato.stlc Music F.stly.1. Meany 

v·, Theater. 8:00 PM. 


April 8, F.culty Artist Reclt.a:U.......m • ., pl.no; Arthur 
Grossm.n, b.ssoon; AI.x Kiehl, 0"'; WiIIl.m McColl, 
clarinet; .P.trlcl. Mich........ plaao; Tob, S.D, c.llo; Eric 
5h_ky, ylol.; F.llx Skowronek, lI.te; aad 8u.st Geoffr.y 
.......r,trumpet. Meany 'lbeaIer. 8:OO.PM. 

April 12, B.rp, Ensemble Bonors Ly.......r. Meany Theater. 8:00 

DlL6 ,.~ • 
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