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EL SALVADOR: OP8RATION RESCATE ::PDATE. (U) 

I 
1. 1-€/IJOt'Ol':!I) Sl\LVADOPc~N ~ORCES RETOOK ?ERQUIN AND SAN ~'ERNJ\NDO 
ON 24 JUNE. GUERR:LLA RESIS':'ANCE SINCE THE ~30 WAS REPOrtTED AS 
MINIMAL, REFLECTING AK INTEN':' TO WlTHDRlkW AS E1REVIOOSLY Br(.OADCAS':' 
ON INSURGENT RADIO V?NCERE~OS. ALTHOUGH THI:.:R.S ARE NO OFFICIAL 
FIGURES FOR I:-JSURGEN'I CASUAL TT RS Y'2T, Kb)(1); Sec. 1.4(c) lrl'S 

CUMULA':'IV~ LOSSES AS 8 KIL:.EC, :36 WOUNDED, AND 59 )'!lSS:NG. 11H-:lLE 
GOVE:RNMENT LOSSES ARE PROBABLY SLIG:l.TLY EIGHER THAN REPORTED, 
GUERRILLA PROPAGANDA B?.OADCASTS C.LAlMING 550 A~E CLEAR:,:' 
EXAGGERA'I'ED. 
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2. ( gh10F9f\H; 'IHE GOVERNMENT HAS NOT STOPPED :TS DRIVE AT 

P~RQUIN. 
THE AREA TO -::HE NORTH, KNOWN AS A BOR:ER POCKE':' O;>. BOLSON, :s 
CLAIMED BY 86TH E'L SALVAJOR AND EONCURAS AS A RESULT OF l'HE':'R 1969 
WAR. BY TREA'l'Y, MlLlTARY FORCES OTHER THAN SMALL PATROLS /IRE 
P;>.OHIBITEC THERE, RESULTING IN A VIR~UAL GUERRILLA HAVEN. NOW, BY 
COMMON AGREEMEN~ BOTH COUNTRIES EAVE ~~PLOYED MAJOR FORCES :NTO 

':'H:!'. 

BOLSON, :-1ARKING THEIR ~IRST COYJBlNl::D OPERA'l'lON AGAl:sJST THE 
INS:;RGEN1'S. SALVJI.DORAN FORCF:S ARF, MOVTNG AGA;tNST LAS TRO..:-AS, LONG 
SUSPECTED OF BEING THE MAJOR INSURGENT BASE IN ':'HE /\.?-El\., USING THE 
ATACArL ANC BELLOSO BAT~ALIONS. THE ATONAL ANC CUSCATL.~N 
BATTALIONS ARE P,_OBARLY 'f':-IF', OPF:RAl'TON*S RESERVE. 
3. (C; 1UBFO£U1) AS PART OF THE COORD:NATED MI•:,I':'l\RY OPER1\1'ION, 
HOND::RAS HAS DEPLOYED THE 18TH AND 5'.:ll INFANTRY BATTALIONS TC 
BLOCKING POSI':':ONS ON 'T'HF, NOR~EF.RN P.DGF. OF TEE BOLSON ~E_~R 

PERQGIX. 
TH~ lOTP.., CCNS::)'.:!'.RED ONE OF THE MOST EFFECTIVE :N 'IJIE HONDURAN 
AR~Y, NORMALLY HAS RES?ONSIBILITY FOR S?C:;RTN3 ':"HP. SAME BORCER 
SECTOR. TEC 5':"H HAD RECENTLY BEEN ?REPARING FOR :J:::PLOYMENT '.:O 
HOND;;RAS* EAS-::ERN BORDER AREA WITE N:CA?-AGUA. 
4. 1C/ IWEOP::N) :iONDURAN MTT,T'T'ARY OF;:-ICIALS ARE ANXIOUS TO 

CCNF:{0N'l' 

':'HE LEFTISTS ALLEGED:..Y ENT~E!\CEED IN :'![:: VICINI~Y OF LAS 'J'HOJAS. 

PAR'I or THE AGREEMENT BETW~E~· TEE SALVADORAN AN8 HONJURAN MILITARY 
MAY IIAVE INCLUDEJ AU'l'HORlTY f'OR TEE HONDURANS TO SWEEP CERTJ\.IN 
SECTORS or ~HE BOLSON, WIT~ THE SA~VADO~NS IN ~ORN ACTING AS 
BLOCKI:-;"G FOR:::ES. HONDURAS SEEMS FULLY COMMIT1'EC WITH 'l'WO 
AD'JITIONA~ BATTALIONS ON ALE.R'I' F'OR. IJJ:!:.PLOYMENT 'l'O T:iE AREl\. I'.: 
NECESSARY. THE AIR FORCE IS ALSO PREPA"cD TO ASSIS'!' lX ANY 
~RANSPORT OR GROUND SUPPORT ROLE. 
b)(1); (b)(3):50 USC 3024(i); Sec. 1.4(c); Sec. 1.4(d) 
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