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SUBJ: INITIAL REACTION OF OFFICERS OF .. FOURT~- BRIGADE TO IDEA OF ------
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BRIGADE COMMANDER LT. COL. SIGifREDO ((OCHOA) I PER~Z-BALLED A MEETING 
OF FOURTH BRIGADE OFFICERS ON THE EVENING __ ()E>l:5--N~VEMBER 19841 c _ 11f'A COMMANDERS MEETING E~A-RL_I_E~R 
THAT DAY AT HIGH COMMAND HEADQUARTERS IN SAN SALVADOR, THERE HAD BEEN 
A DISCUSSION OF A POSSIBLE CEASE FIRE BETWEEN THE SALVADORAN MILITARY 

AND THE INSURGENTS.[' 111,~_BUT 
THREE OF THE COMMANDERS WERE OPPOSED TO A CEASE FIRE, AND THAT·-QNLY ---
THE DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL POLICE, THE DIRECTOR OF THE MILITARY (b)(1) 
HOSPITAL, AND THE CHIEF OF MILITARY COMMUNICATIONS WERE FOR IT. (b)(3) NatSecAct 
2 ::c= .. ==10CHOA ASKE~--~-!~----~-~-~ICERS' OPINIONS 

QN THE SUBJECT OF A CEASE FIRE. c }A-1-L--WERE..l:\.G@~D TH_AT ___ 
/A CEASE FIRE WOULD NOT BE GOOD BECAUSE THERE HAD BEEN AN INCREASE, 
RATHER THAN A DECREASE, IN INSURGENT VIOLENCE SINCE THE 15 OCTOBER 

(b)(1) 

TALKS BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND THE INSURGENTS; THE PEOPLE HAVE 
BECOME DISILLUSIONED WITH THE TALKS BECAUSE OF THE INCREASED 
VIOLENCE; A LACK OF CONFIDENCE IN THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE HAS 
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DEVELOPED AMONG MANY MILITARY OFFICERS BECAUSE HE HAS NEVER MADE 
A FULL REPORT TO THE MI!,ITARY ON THE 15 OCTOBER DISCUSSIONS; AND 
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A CEASE FIRE WOULD ONLY HELP THE INSURGENTS. TO REST AND PREP~R --· .... ······(bJ(3fNaiSecAct 
ANOTHER OFFENSIVE. r (b )(1) 

13. c=:.:::J COMMENT :·THE OFFICERS OF THE FOURTH BRIGADE DID 
NOT CONSIDER A COURSE OF ACTION SHOULD THE GOVERNMENT OF EL SALVADOR 
AGREE TO A CEASE FIRE. FOR THEM, A CEASE FIRE rs UNTHINKABLE, AND 
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