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This aucount Qf the beginning of the Burma
R.N.V.RH. and its activities .during the war" -
. may, I hopa. do something to show what the young
generation 'in Burma oan achieve. Startin e
from scratch with few facilities far-training.

the officers and men of this small but“en- . @, '™

‘thusiastic force became expert at the parti- = .,
‘cular type of coastal forces operations which
‘they were required to undertake.

These opuraliuns included voyages to placan
“on_the coast nf Burma in Japanese uccupation
well behind the enemy's front line. M. L

had to kesp out of sight of land . during da.y-" Ty

-:light and approach the coast on the darkest
nights “to-arrive at'their appointed places;

"'s which were far away from Sheit hage, at'”'-ﬁr.f"ﬁ
‘. exactly the time they were ordered fo b
there. a performance which would try the qk113

~of, seamen of long experieunce. -

hirty was' the maximum number of coastal
forcea veissglm manned 'by the Burma R.N.

at any tima: Mith the exception of the: Sanior dﬁ

officer of one of the flotillas- a:d the ,.,u
‘commanding offlicer of one ship 1l were -,

. commanded-‘and manned entirgly, %y officarh and

- men:recruited from the people IQ H%m i, A

This people had roduced twpﬁ%ﬁg igh
officers capable of taking comgand at. v? y

all the  other officers and all “the ,un.'The.f

"qualities needed to obtain’such a‘ivsult’ ara~;;¢

inharenf in_the Burmese chdracter: coprage, -

“pride, uyalty. oheerfylness in adveraity

s quick bralm and @ proncunced ﬂpirit 9t~ )
adventure. . [ ot | A

3 Tt 1s thane' qua]itios which havn,ﬂada- oL
ossible tho Iprmation of a Navy for Bprmik
By men providmn by Burma B own peoplﬁ. i
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RURMA'S NAVY

Burma separated from India in 1937, She thereafter became responsible
for her own local Naval defence. - : 23

It was decided that a Burma R.N.V.R. should be formed to implement.
this responsibility and so provide a local force for the Naval administration.

and defence of the ports and coast of Burma in time of war.

This is an account of the first years of the Burma R.N.V.R. : of how it

began and of the part it has played in the war in the East. Itis nota
spectacular or dramatic record, but simply one of endeavour by a small number
of people to make a Burma Navy, worthy of its country, and one which would
make its maximum contribution towards the defeat of the enemy.

It will be seen that this Burma Navy has not been inactive. It was in

action on the day that Burma was invaded by the Japanese. From Victoria
Point to Akyab it operated continuously on the long coast of Burma throughout
the retreat of 1942, It tock part in all operations on the Arakan coast, in 1943
and 1944, and in those which resulted in the recapture of Arakan in the Spring
of 1945, and the re-occupation of Rangoon. (L. "

The Burma RINLV.R. is composed entirely of volunteers. A variety of
races, religions and philosophies are represented by its rpeﬁ\bers, all of whom
work together with the greatest cheer{ulness and enthusiasm.

Very few had even seen the sea before they joined the Burm;_;_ Navy.

‘Although Burma certainly has a fighting tradition, only the Arakanese have

a sea-faring back-ground. To the majority, therefore, the sea and ships were
quite strange, ‘

‘

The adventurous spirit and quick intelligence natural to the people of

Burma soon overcame any difficulties that might have been expected from

men suddenly thrust into what was virtually a new world to them. g
When 'war was imminent Commander K. S. LYLE, Royal Navy, was
sent to Burma on the recommendation of Admiral Sir James SOMERVILLE

3
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who was then Commander-in-Chief, East Indies, He arrived in Rangocn;in®.,
June 1939, commissioned to form the Burma R, N. V. R. and to be appoin{g{'}’;
Naval Officer-in-Charge, Rangoon, on.the ou[bré,‘ak of-War. .

FQRMATION »

Before a Navy can be formed various legal and constitutional problems
have to be dealt with. If the Force is not constituted strictly according to

the law its members may find themselves to be pirates when they put to

. sea in an armed ship.

A certain amount of delay in ‘the formation of the Burma R.N.V.R.
oceurred while the legal aspects were being attended to. (It was discovered,
for instance, that although the Governor of Burma was empowered to raise
Military and Air Forces in Burma the fact that he might need to raise a Naval
Force had been overlooked when the Government of Burma Act was dlrafted
and he had not been given the powers to do so.)

Apart from Legal matters, questions of Pay and Allowances, numbers
of each category of Officers and Ratings which would be required, conditions
of service, eligibility for entry, standard of education ; all these details, and
various political implications, had to be studied, discussed and decided.

Pay and Allowances had to be assimilated to those of other Empire
Naval Forces and at the_sam_e time to those of other Defence Services raised
orto be raised in Burma.” Every measure had to be justified to satisfy the
Finance Department that the Government was getting value for its money. -

Tl‘}m aim was to obtain the highest possible standard of education for
ratings and the Commanding Officer could not compromise on this question
as it was clearly of vital importance to the future of the Burma R.N.V.R.
This has certainly been proved since. The difficulty was that. if a high
standard of education was decided upon, the rates of pay would have to be in
accordance with that standard and this would make the Burma RN.V.R. a
far more highly paid service than any other for which Burmans were then
eligible, with the exception of the Burma Auxiliary Force, the Military
Territorial organisation.



The solution of this problem was not assisted by the fact that the Army
recrpited mainly hill-tribesmen whose rates of pay were in accordance with

the standard of education required. This was naturally somewhat lower

than the standard necessary for a technical service such as the Burma Navy. *

Only Military -Forces had up to then been raised in Burma so there were

those who had to be convinced of the necessity for a higher standard of

education in a Burma Navy than was required by the Army in Burma at
that time.

These difficulties were finally resolved, but the “War Telegram™ of
September, 3rd. 1939, caught the Burma R.N.V.R. still unformed and its
official formation did not take place until June 1940.

In the meantime, various local craft were being converted foruse as
minesweepers, - anti-submarine vessels etc., Rangoon was organised as a
Defended Port, the Naval Control Service was established and manned by
retired Naval Officers living in Burma, the Examination Service was put into
operation and conducted at first by Rangoon River Pilots and later by Officers
of the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company. Voluntary classes were started for the
instruction of potential officers and engine-room ratings in order that no time
should be lost while waiting for the official formation of the Force.

In accordance with the provisions of the Rangoon Port Defence Scheme,
the services of the Mercantile Marine Department of the Government of
Burma were placed at the disposal of the Naval Omcer«in'fCharge, Rangoon,
Officers of this Department, who were all highly qualified professional seamen
and engineers, were of the greatest value as instructors. Their knowledge
and enthusiasii enabled quite a high $Iandardlof training to be reached by
those undergoing the voluntary classes before the Force had even l:.veen
formed.  The Mercantile Marine Department also supervised and designed
the conversion of the various vessels which were to be manned, when
completed, by the Burma R.N.V.R.

Everything was therefore ready to go ahead as soon as the Force was
officially formied.

£
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RECRUITMENT :

e When the official date for the formation of the Burma R. N. V. R. was'

announced, all Officers who had been attending the voluntary classes and -
who could be released from their civil employment, gvere' commissioned. ~ *
Sub. Lieutenant Than Pe became the first Burman Naval officer and recruiting

_of ratings was started.
At first the number which could be enrolled was limited by .the lack of _

[

training facilities and instructors. A warrant Officer Instructor (Mr. Lavington) e,

had been sent out by the Admiralty and three or four experienced men who
had been in the Army and were now in various jobs in Rangoon—some

of them were Police Sergeants—were enrolled as Petty Officers or Leading

Seamen. These latter, although untrained in Naval matters, were

nevertheless most useful on the parade ground and as small -arms and
machine-gun instructors.
‘Plans had been made for the construction of a shore headquarters for

" administration and training but, while waiting for the plans to be approved

and the building erected, the Public Works Department Store Yard in Strand
Road was borrowed under a friendly arrangement with Mr. Tommy
CLARKE, P.W.D. This place contained the remains of a concrete tennis
court and it was therefore possible for drill to be carried out even in monsoon
weather. Rangoon having a rainfall of about 110 inches during the' five
months of the South West Monsoon, this was quite ‘an i‘mponant considera-
tion. There were also suiiable buildings for use as lecture rooms. :

Hundreds of recruits were interviewed ; the record was over 400 in one
day. As members of all races and peoples were eligible to join if they were
British Subjects living in Burma, it was a very cosmopolitan crowd that
assembled on the days when' interviews took place.” Sturdy young Burmans
and Karens, Arakanese, Anglo-Burmans, Bengalis, Madrassis, Europeans,
Sino-Burmans, Gurkhas, Chinese, Talaings from the Tenasserim coast and
Shans and Kachins from the hills ; Buddhists, Christians, Jews, Mohammedans, '
Hindus, all were represented. The variety of dress both in colour and form
may be imagined, and it was truly remarkable,

b

.
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Fortunately for the Commanding Officer and the British Officers canducs
' ting 'the interviews, the required standard of education made knowledge’\;:o%
the English language compulsory.

The majority of those who were accepted were Burmans, Anglo-
Burmans and Karens, but even today there are representatives of twelve
different races in the Burma R. N. V. R,

Pessimists who predicted that a Burma Navy would have no popular
appeal were soon proved to be wrong. ‘The grounds on which this view
was based were that, as Defence was a Reserved Subject and the Ministers
had no say. in matters concerning the Defence of Burma, there would be .

~ objection to the country’s money being spent on the rgising of a Naval Force
for “Imperialistic’ purposes, with which thz people of Burma were not
concerned. As it happened, the Burman Ministers themselves were the
most enthusiastic supporters of their new Navy and it recéiv?éd an immediate
popular response. 3 _

« There were various reasons for this. As mentioned before, the Army
mainly recruited hill people and Karens, so at this time opportunities given to
Burmans to take part in the defence ofthei_r own country were somewhat
limited. This was probably the principal reason for the popularity of the
new Force; it also provided employment for well-educated young men,
the pay was good and the Burma Navy, bzing something new, appealed to
the adventurous nature of the Burman.

By nature the Burman is inclined to be rather easily bored; he likes

variety and he is mechanically-minded. The .

variety of subjects, mostly mechanical, which SR
these young Burmans had to learn in (\] Jh \_\
; : L o
ofder to become efficient sailors : ";l'l fi Nz
L . - -: :.r o /4
stited their temperament =" e =
I — Z 2
and mental ability and: S r:-ifjp ’3.:7 W
L] - LETA (1 I __-. WHRELIN =
they took to the -work wu Lo ,L;kt.;ﬁ,!e-x':sli;‘,,;j,-.-.;_-_?a
= (ihoc s Lo srCH AR "\M'-_
with extraordinary L o I s e D
alacrity.




SHIPS : R
Having got the men, the next thing was to get the ships.
Five 75 ft. Thorneycroft Motor Launches wete laid down, but as these

would take some time to complete, it was necessary, not only for training but
for patrol work on the coast and other local Naval defence duties, to provide
ships of some sort.

[t was found that very few of the vessels which had been ear-marked
before the war for conversion to minesweepers, antisubmarine ships étc..
could be spared from their normal jobs and that others were unsuitable for a
variety of reasons. One vessel was the only sea-going tug in the whole of
Burma, another was the only steamer carrying cargo and passengers between
Rangoon and Mergui and Tavoy ; others were found to be unseaworth.y ar
otherwise defective.

An ancient dredger was used as Examination Vessel and was
moored half-way down the river off Dry Tree Point where the Examination
Battery manned by the Burma Auxiliary Force was situated, “This dredger,
having plenty of deck space, came in handy as a stationary training ship
where officers and men could learn the rudiments of seamanship.

A small tug, the “SOMAGYI", which had recently been built for the
Port Officer at Akyab, was requisitioned and converted for use as a mine-
sweeper, much to the distress, needless to say, of the Akyab Port Officer
(Captain Rogers) who had long been waiting for its delivery.

The “SOMAGY!", :
although designed purely EAL S
as a tug, had suffered / Hf A \'. s
some vicissitudes { o i i T i ) :
. CERR . I'
during her construc- { & )

tion. At different

times while she was el s ety
ey b it e Ay
s . s gl i pasdle b e AL,
building, it was e e b e e it
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decided that she miust also be fitted and constructed for buoylifting and

have accomodation for Pilots. Quite a number of other ideas had ...*%"
also been super-imposed on her original design. These alterations produced

in the end a ra.'iher peculiar result to which was now added her conversion
for minesweeping : she had an amazing amount and variety of gear and
fittings, a lot ofitop-hamper giving a kind of house-boat effect and her stability
was certainly ‘not as it had been intended. Indeed there was considerable
doubt as to whether she was stable atall. However, she was useful as a
minesweeper and invaluable for anti-seasickness training on the “kill or cure”

principle.  The “SOMAGYI!" later went through many adventures and

conclusively proved her stability, of which her designer Mr. N. K. S. ADAM

of the Irrawaddy Flotilla Company had always been convinced. She

certainly saved, and, perhaps, even enhanced, Mr. ADAM's professional -

reputation, but no one could say she was comfortable.
Three Government Launches, the ,"CURTANA", “PIRATE” and
“KIMHWA"" were armed and used on patrol off the Mergui Archipelago.

. They did some useful work, and at the same time provided an opportunity

for Officers and Men to get practical seafaring experience and a knowledge
of the coast and the islands.

The af;tivities of Japanese fishing boats and pearl divers had for some
time been a nuisance to the Govcrnmgznt of Burma, not only in the Mergui
Archipelago but also at Bassein and Sandoway. It was the poachers in the
Mergui Archipelago that caused the greatest concern.

These ‘Jap fishing boats had large and fast parent ships and there
was nothing ‘on the Burma coast that could catch them.” Their “lawful
occasions”’ qﬁiy thinly disguised their real intention which was to survey
the islands arﬁd the coast and to collect as much intelligence about this area
as they could. Some of these fishing boats were captured by Lieutenant
T. M. FERGUSON. It was afterwards held that this capture was illegal as
Lieutenant FERGUSON had no powers of arrest, so the Government of
Burma gave'all Officers of the Burma R. N. V. R. the powers and authority
of Customs bfﬁcrzrs. :



A sectign of e \i'ta'ritllg'-
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The first of the Thorneycroft boats, M. L. 1104, was launched at the
Government Dockyard by Her Excellency the Hon. Lady COCHRANE, on

the 24th. April, 1941, After her trials, M. L. 1104 proceeded to Moulmein

and thencé down to Mergui under the command of Lieutanant Commander
SMITH, who was also the Senior Officer of the Mergui Archipelago Patrol

Flotilla. She was later followed by M. L's 1100 and 1101, when completed

at the lrrawaddy Flotilla Company’s Dockyard and commissioned with !
Lieutenants CAMPBELL and PENMAN in command.

As well as trying to keep check on Japanese fishing boats, a certain

amount of harbour survey in the islands was carried out and some very gsel’ul
information was obtained.

A small base with a Wireless Station was established at Mergui for
Maintenance of the Flotilla and for communication with the main Naval
Wireless 'Station which had been established by the Burma R. N. V. R. at .
Rangoon under the charge of Lieutenant DUNKLEY.

i Thfoughoul this training period, great importance had always been

' attached to the value of good communications, particularly wireless, and this

10




certainly proved its value when things started to happen. If a Force engaged
on Coastal Patrol work cannot ensure the accurate and’ speedy transmission
of reports, it has little value; and if the Wireless sets do not work or the

operators are incompetent, the ships might just as well stay in harbour. With
the help of Lieutenants WHITCUTT and DUNKLEY and Sub. Lieutenants
PO THEIN and PORTER, all of whom had experience of wireless telegra-

" phy before they joined, a high standard of operating and maintenance of

sets had been achieved by the time war with Japan broke out. «
WAR WITH JAPAN : -

By the date of the outbreak of war with Japan, the Burma R.IN.V.R,
had made considerable progress. Training had been intensive. Ofticers, as
a result of excellent tuition by Lieutenant Commander J. C. NEEDHAM

and Lieutenant C. D. MURRAY, had become competent navigators and the -

majority of Officers .and Men had had quite a lot of sea experience, The
Mergui Archipeiago and the approaches.to Rangoon gre no yachtsman’s
paradise in the South West Monsoon. As the small converted vessels and the
75 ft. M. L's were all that the Burma R.N.V.R. possessed, weather could not
be considered. Jobs had to be done and chances taken, even if the
ships were really too small to operate in all weathers. With the South West
Monsoon blowing against a six-knot ebb tide in the mouth of the Rangoon
river, when the waves stand up on end, skilful handling of ships is soon learnt,

By this date, then, although still lacking an adequate number of ships,
the Burma R.N.V.R. had a reasonably trained and experienced company.

The Naval administration of the Port of T
Rangoon was conducled by Burma il )\
R.NWV.R. Officers. With the o ' \
exception of ' Commander Gt o { r._’__‘ - ‘_\."-_"

G.L.H. DEAN,
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R.N.R., who remained as Naval Control Service Officer, the Naval Officers

who had been called up for the Naval Control Service were replaced by -

Burma R.N.V.R. Officers and released for duty with the Royal Navy, where

they were urgently required. The Sea Transport Service was in charge of

Commander (E) J.J. MURRAY, Burma R.N.V.R,, assisted by other Burma

R.NL.V.R. officers. Defensive Equipment of Merchant ships and Degaussing °

were carried out under the orders of Lieutenant Commander (E) H. W.
MUNROE-MILLAR, Burma R.N.V.R. The examination Service,
Contraband Control, Naval Intelligence, Coast Watching and Signal and
Wireless Stations were all run by the Burma R.N.V.R. It could be said that
the force had achieved one of its objects, that of relieving the Royal Navy of
responsibility for providing Officers who could ill be spared. The Naval
Control Service Officer and the Naval Officer-in-charge (who was also
Commanding Officer Burma R.N.V.R.) where the only Officers who were
not Burma R.N.V.R. ‘

The last two Thorneycrofts, M. L’s 1102 and 1103 were about to

commission (they were destined to join in the fray without having undergone -

any sort of trials). Two Fairmile M. L’s, fourteen motor minesweepers and
two “Bassett” class anti-submarine and minesweeping trawlers were under
construction at the Government and [rrawaddy Flotilla Dockyards.

The shore administrative and training headquarters with accommodation
for Officers and Men, which had been designed, and its construction
supervised, by Licutenant J. E. BINGHAM, was now complete and occupied.
The Burma R.N.V.R. was a living organism. ‘

This was the situation on the day of the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbour. *

INVALION 4

Alter the Japanese landings in Malaya it was anticipated that an attempt
would be made to invade Burma from the South. M. L's were despatched
to Viclm'ia\_ Point and the Pakchan river to report any sign of enemy-activity.
This was, in fact, the spot at which the Japs first crossed into Burma.

Coming down the Pakchan river, which marked the border between Burma
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and Thailand, they attacked and captured the aerodrome at Victoria Point.
M. L's covered the evacuation and demolition of the town and aerodrome

and then established a close inshore patrol to try to keep track of Ilhe enemy’s

movements.
Bokpyin, further up the coast, which also had an aerodrome, was the

‘next place attacked by the Japs. It was held by a small detachment of the

Burma Frontier Force but after fierce resistance they were forced to retire.
Major LOVE, their Commanding Officer, a man of great courage, was killed
whilst leading a’counter-attack. One M. L. was able to get up the creek at
High Water and bombarded concentrations of the enemy: amongst other
targets she secured a direct hit on a Japanese Officer with her 3-pounder gun.

Mergui an& Tavoy were the next to go and the work of the M. L's
developed into the evacuation of the troops, stores, guns and equipment,
attacking the Japanese whenever they could see them, picking up survivors
in small boats, and demolishing everything they could which might be
useful to the enemy. All other communications, Civil and Military, having
now broken down, the M. L's were the only source of information from
which those in control in Rangoon could get any idea of how the situation
was developing on the Tenasserim Coast. The wireless operators kept the
sets going and the Senior Officer (Licutenant Commander C. D. MURRAY)
was able to get his reports through to Rangoon and so supply information

of the greatest value. After the fall of - Mergui this was more difficult as.

the wireless link provided by the Mergui Station (of which Sub.ll Lieutenant
G. H. E. CARMICHAEL assisted by Sub. Lieutenant KIN MAUNG BO,
was in charge) became inoperative. ' ;

It was evident that the Japs were making for Moulmein using the
“infiltrating” methods which they had found so effective in Malaya, An
attack on Burma: from this direction made Moulmein the key point
to Rangoon, and, with the small military forces then in the country,
it was the key to the conquest of the whole of Burma, This had always been
recognised, and the country South of Moulmein was only thinly held by
recently-raised formations.
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A Wireless Station was established on the Moulmein aerodrome and was
in charge of Sub. Lieutenant PO THEIN (a Karen Officer) : this took the
place of the Mergui station and also assisted the R. A. F. In addition to
its responsibility for Naval communications with Rangoon and the M. L's,
this * Station, at the time of the fall of Moulmein, was carrying all the R. A. F.
Wireless traffic and a great deal of the Army's as well. It was uncomfortably
situated as the enemy were doing their best by air attack to render the
aerodrome untenable.

RANGOOM

By this time, things in Rangoon were not going well. The town had
suffered two air-taids, the only two major raids made by the Japanese on the
town itself, but their effect had been astonishing. In. the first one, over 2,000
people were killed and many more seriously injured, mostly Indian coolies ;
in the second raid, two days later, eight people were killed by almost
the same number of enemy planes dropping about the same load of
bombs. The reason for this was that within 48 hours of the first air raid,
this town of 400,000 inhabitants was virtually empty ; most of the labour and
the small traders in Rangoon were Indians and when the bombs fell they started
walking to India. Certainly, Strand Road and other parts ‘of Rangoon had
suffered from the bombing and they rather naturally felt that they would
be better out of it. The Japs had used anti-personnel bombs and very few
of the coolies had gone into the shelters.

The exodus from the City was an amazing sight ; thousands of people
carrying all they possessed on their heads; beds, furniture, clothing, pots
and pans and bundles of every description, thronged 4 _ i
up’the Prome Road, the only way out of the A

town,.as thick as a crowd leaving a «

cup-final football match.
Although a certain

amount of labour returned

after @ time, Rangoon
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was for -all pracucal purposes without labour from :hen on. As no further
" work could’be done on them and’ everything was at a standstill, the Fairmile

M.L's and the Motor Minesweepers under construction which were
sufficiently far advanced for their hulls to float vvere prepared to be towed
to India. Finally the two Fairmiles and six Motor Minesweepers were got
away and towed to Indian ports by the “MATANG",and the “SIR HARVEY
ADAMSON", The remainder, with all material and equipment which

could not be removed, were destroyed,

MOULMEIN :

A party of the Burma R.N.V.R. was sent to Moulmem under
the command of Lieutenant LOVE to assist with the evacuation of troops and
equipment across the Salween River to Martaban and also to help in the
demolition of the Port, the Lighthouse and other installations. Moulmein was
by this time well within range of enemy artillery but the party accomplished
its task, even though some of them, including Sub. Lieutenant ROBERTSON,
had lo swim the Salween River r; others were cut off and had to walk back 1o
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Rangoon. Some of the latter joined up with.a party of Gurkhas who had
also got left behind and they finally turned up in Rangoon after an adventurous
trip through the Japanese lines. On the way they had an opponunity' of
learning from their Ghurka friends what to do if a platoon of Japs is found
asleep ;. they formed the opinion that, wilth practice, just as good results could
be achieved with a ““dah" (the Burman's national weapon) as with a “kukri”,
but readily admitted that their Gurkha colleagues were artists at the job.

Moulmein and Martaban fell and the army was driven back aver the
Sitang River. The fall of Rangoon was now certain as re-inforcements could
not possibly arrive in time to save the hopelessly out-numbered troops who
had been fighting every inch of the way and who continued to fight through-
out the length of Burma until, in the end, they were forced over the mountains
to Assam. . .

FALL OF RANCOON :

M. L's 1102 and 1103 with Lieutenants BERRY AND BINGHAM in
command were now in commission. The others had returned to Rangoon
and the five of them operated patrols between Rangoon and Moulmein and
Ambherst and in the approaches to the Rangoon and China Bakir Rivers.
They were to report, and if possible, to prevent any attempi on the part of
the enemy to make a landing in the Delta. It was expected that such an
attempt would be made from Amherst or Moulmein, and so it was. '

M. L. 1103 commanded by Lieutenant CAMPBELL, - who was now
Senior, Officer of the Flotilla, captured a large country craft commanded by a
Japanese Officer and manned by an assortment of Japanese, Siamese and
others: The Japanese Officer was extremely angry when captdred, as,
although the boat was well armed and bristling with machine guns, his crew
refused to open fire on the M. L. The boat was taken alongside the R. . N.
Sloop  “HINDUSTAN" who was also on patrol off the mouth of the river,
and the M. L. was given orders to tow the country craft up to Rangoon.
This craft was one of six or seven which had started out from Amherst and
some of the others had been spotted by M. L. 1103. The "HINDUSTAN"
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somewhat optimistically took the responsibility of dealing with these others but

. as they quickly got into water too shallow for the “HINDUSTAN" ta follow

they escaped and succeeded in making a landing. This was a disappoint-
ment for the Burma M. L's who felt that with their light draught and compara-

tively high speed they could have bagged the lot, if they had been given .

the chance. ;

Preparations were now being made for the evacuation of Rangoon and
the demolition of the Port and Qil Refineries. Depth charges were laid under
1he Jetties and demolition charges were placed.

The Danish ship ‘ ‘HEINRICH JESSEN", which had been requisitioned
for the evacuation of troops from the Tenasserim Coast, now became a sort
of mobile Naval Base and the Headquarters of the Burma R. N. V. R. All
movable stores, provisions and ar_nmunit-ion were loaded into her and all
Officers and Men employed ashore were accommodated on board. The

“HEINRICH JESSEN" was a modern ship built at Hong Kong in 1940 for

the China coast trade ; she had excellent accommodation and good stowage
space. She was commanded by a Dane, Captain HANSEN, an exception-
ally ine man and a first-class seaman. Except for one Indian Officer, her
Officers were Danish and the crew Chinese. This ship had escaped from

" Hong Kong, Singapore and Penang and was now to be the last ship to leave

Rangoon.

Preparations were made to dismantle the Naval Wireless Station and

“the equipment was divided to establish a Station in the “HEINRICH
JESSEN", ‘another in the “YENGHUA" with which Lieutenant Commander

DUNKLEY was proceeding to Akyab, and one to be loaded on to the lorries
as a Mobile Naval Station attached to Army Headquarters. This latter was
to provide communication between the G. O. C. and the Commodore, Coast
of Burma (Rear-Admiral Cosmo GRAHAM) who was in charge of Naval
operations on the coast and whose Headquarters were to be at Akyab.

~ Arrangements were made for the evacuation of those female members
of the Cypher and Secretarial staff who had not already been sent up-country,
and headed by Miss Olga George, who had been Secretary to the Naval

17
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Officer-in-charge since the beginning of the war, they took passage by sea to
Calcutta.

The Chief Cypher Officer, Lieutenant HORROCKS, suffered a disap-
pointment at this time. There was in his office an extremely noisy and
mechanically troublesome coding machine which although a most useful
instrument, worked with skill and great determination by Miss Agnes TATE,
had become, on account of the terrible noise it made, the hated enemy of the
Chief Cypher Officer. He had obtained a sledge hammer with which to
destroy this thing and had been anticipating the pleasure of dealing with it
accordingly. [t was, however, decided that it must be saved and it was duly
loaded in the “HEINRICH JESSEN". It was a sad disappointment. The
Burma R. N V. R. never saw the machine again as someone (could it have
" been the C. C. O.-?) made certain that when it got to Calcutta it stayed
there.

Parties of Burma R. N. V. R. Officers and men were now doing a
variety’ of services. Some were with the Sea Transport Service and were
working day and night discharging troops, guns, tanks, mules, etc., from the
transports, with a skeleton labour force. Parties of ratings were _loading
valuable cargo, wolfram, lead etc., into departing ships : others were engaged
in preparations for demolition. Lieutenant PENMAN was attached to the,
Royal Marines to assist them in forming a Flotilla composed of Government
launches armed with machine guns, which were to operate on the Irrawaddy.
The exploits of this Royal Marine Force “VIPER" are recorded in the
Admiralty booklet : “The Royal Marines”. -

Lieutenant J. M. McNAUGHTON, with Lieutenants (E) SKEEN-
SMITH and WRIGHT had gone to collect all the power-driven craft they
could find ir:the Delta to prevent them falling into Japanese hands. This party
was at Wakema when Rangoon fell and had to make its way to Henzada and
- later joined up with the Irrawaddy Flotilla staff who wete organising Inland
Water Transport for the Army: the party finallylrekked out of Burma

with the General Manager (J. MORTON ) of the Irrawaddy Flotilla
Company.

18
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A small base had been established at Bassein with Paymaster-Lieutenant
HARRINGTON-HAWES in charge and a Wireless Station had been
installed with epuipment transferred from Moulmein to provide communica-
tion with Rangoon. Fuelling and Maintenance arrangements were made for
M. L’s and other craft on passage to Akyab,

Some officers were put in command of river steamers, tugs and other
craft which it was thought, could be saved, and they succeeded in getting
quite a number round to Akyab.

DEMOLITION AND DEPARTURE :

The day arrived when it was clear that Rangoon must be evacuated :
the enemy were at Pegu and were marching on Mingaladon, 12 miles to the
North of Rangﬁon, and some were in the Delta approaching Dalla. This was
a sad day for everyone; the flag of the Governor, Sir Reginald Dorman-Smith
had been hauled down at Government House and the signal was made for
the demolition organisation to be put into force. The harbour was cleared
except for launches standing by to take off the demolition parties and when
the “HEINRICH JESSEN", the last to leave the Jetties, was ready to go,
the line of wharves was silent and deserted, the only figures to be seen being
those of the Chairman of the Port Commissioners (J. STRONG) and the
Assistant Conservator of the Port (N, MORRISON) who had come to ‘let go’
the “HEINRICH JESSEN'S’ wires. '

The ship proceeded down the river to Dry Tree Point where she was to
wait for the demolition parties to come aboard after completing their work
and to embark the Officers and men of the Dry Tree Point garrison, after they
had destroyed the Examination Battery.

On this day also the Burma R.N.V.R's Mobile wireless Station left in
company with:Lieut, Colonel BELL's Army Signals Party who were with the
“last ditchers” from Army [Headquarters under General HUTTON, then
Chief of Staff to General ALEXANDER. The wireless gear had been loaded
into Motor Transpoit and the Party set out with 4 trucks and 4 cars under the

command of Lieutenant Commander B. WHITCUTT, with Sub. Lieutenants
19
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PO THEIN, FRANCIS, E. SET and BARTELS, Chief Petty Officer CREE

* lone of the ex-Police Sergeants) and about 16 men, Telegraphists and Radio

Mechanics, and a few Engine-Room ratings to keep the vehicles going.

Twenty-three miles out of Rangoon it was found that the Japs were

across the road and had established a road-block. About two thousand of
the enemy marching west from Pegu were encircling Rangoon to enter the
city by Insein.  The Army Headquarters  Staff, including General
ALEXANDER himself and Generals HUTTON and GODDARD, and miles
of motor transport were now held up and in serious danger of being captured.
Bitter fighting went on all through the night and principally by the efforts of
the Tth. Armoured Brizade and the Ist. Battalion, Gloucestershire Regiment,
the road block was cleared and the situation put in order by the next day.

The Wireless Party had many adventures and did valuable work in
keeping communixl‘:alions going between Army Headquarters and Akyab ;
first, while Headquarters were at Maymyo and later at Shwebo. They were
even able 1o keep contact with M. L's on patrol off the Arakan coast. They
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made themselves useful in many ways, and, having good men to keep the
vehicles in running order, were well-off for motor transport and thus able to
assist the less fortunate units, Stoker OSBORN on one occasion drove
General "“Joe” STILWELL from Ye-U back to his Headquarters with the
5th. Chinese Army, a distance of 70 miles. By the time Shwegyin was
reached, the Army were on their way out.- Equipment and vehicles were’
destroyed by the Chindwin River, the party was ferried to Kalewa and marched
out by Kalemyd: Tamu and Palel to linphal and in due course fetched up_. at
Calcutta where all but two immediately went down with malaria.

On this trip Lieutenant PO THEIN, whose proud boast is that he was
“The only Karen Naval Officer in the World”, added yet another distinction’»

21




"

to his reputation. It is believed that he is the dnly Officer to have marched
out &f Burma without his trousers. Having the typical muscular thighs of the:
Karen his skin became badly rubbed by his shorts ; so caring little for modesty
" by then, he wisely took them off.

The Rangoon Jetties, Oil Refineries and Storage Tanks were blown up
on the afternoon of March Tth. 1942, but it was well into the night and early
morning before all those engaéed in the destruction of the port were
embarked. : ‘

The Di;puly Conservator of the Port (Captain H. C. G. BROWN),
whose task was to touch off the charges, experienced an unpleasant surprise.
A ship which had been lying alongside had decided to put ashore a cargo of
land-mines which she was carrying and under the prevailing circumstances
no doubt felt more comfortable, without them. W.ithout anyone being
informed, these were put into one of the sheds close to the spot where the
Deputy Conservator had arranged to press the push and when he did press
it, a closer and bigger bang occurred than had been allowed for, Captain
BROWN hawever, was quick enough to get under a Jeep before the bits
came down but burnt his backside on the exhaust pipe. Probably, the
general sense of humour was by this time a little warped but the story caused
a lot of amusernent in an otherwise dismal atmosphere. BROWN, in fact,
was seriously injured and was laid up for more than a year afterwards, but he
now laughs about it himself.

" When all were at last on board, the “HEINRICH JESSEN’' weighed
and went to sea leaving astern that once beautiful and happy city which
within a few weeks had become a scene of desolation and misery, A pall of
thick black smoke from the burning oil tanks now hung over it,' blotting out
the sky.

Ak Y AR ¢

Alfter a short stay in Calcutta while Military personnel were disembarked

and cargo and salvaged stores from Rangoon were discharged, the
“HEINRICH JESSEN" proceeded to Akyab. There she acted as a Parent
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Lieutenant PORTER, was responsible for communicationrwith st atrol
and with the outside world. y

The Commodore, Coast of Burma, had set up his operational
headquarters ashore with a number of Burma R.N.V.R. Officers on his _Staff,
and a Naval administrative and Maintenance organisalion was established
with Burma R.N.V.R. Officers in charge of the different departments.

The five Thorneycroft M. L's with Lieutenant A. CAMPBELL as Senior
Officer of the Flotilla, and the R.LN. Local Defence Vessels “HAIDERI”
“SELAMA”, “SANDOWAY" and “ST. ANTHONY" carried out patrols
down the coast to give warning of the approach of any hostile ships and
H. M. |.  Ships “INDUS" and ""SUTLEJ" were operating on extended patrol.

The main problem to be dealt with at this stage was the evacuation and
control of Indian Refugees who were pouring into Akyab. Thousands of
those who had fled from Rangoon afier the first air-raid had now reached the
coast, crossing the Arakan Yoma by the mountain track over the Taungup
Pass. It will never be known how many died on the journey but it was said
that you could find your way by following the line of corpses. They were
robbed and murdered by dacoits ; many died of cholera, others of starvation
and exhaustion. They were dying every day at Taungup, Kyaukpyu and
Akyab.

Akyab is the only Port on the Arakap Coast and was therefore the
destination.of all these unfortunate refugees. Ships were sent from Calcutta
to take them 10 India,

Only a skeleton Civi] administration was functioning under the Deputy
Commissioner; OO KYAW KHINE, I.C.S., who did magnificent work in a .
gallant attempt to keep some semblance of law and order in the District
and he succeeded in doing so at Akyab. The outlying districts, however,
soon got out of hand and internecine warfare broke out between the
Mohammedans and the Arakanese. OO KYAW KHINE was ambushed
and killed while returning in his launch from Buthidaung, presumably at the °
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instance of his Mohammedan enemies. He was an Arakanese member of
the Indian Ci¥il Service and certainly upheld the great traditions of that

Service : he was a brave man and an efficient administrator.
Sub. Lieutenant H. C. G. BROWN was put ashore from his M. L.

‘1o take charge of the Civil Administration at Kyaukpyu on Ramree Island.

With the assistance of three men of the Cameronians and some Gurkhas

who had been cut off from their units and made their way to the coast,
he succeeded in restoring order out of chaos, organised the feeding and
housing of more than 20,000 refugess and controlled their embarkation

‘in the ships sent down from Akyab,

In addition to the patrols carried out by the M. L's on the coast and in
the creeks and rivers, a variely./ of tasks fell to the Burma R. N. V.R. at
Akyab. ~ The ‘water and electricity supply was kept going, notably by
Lieutenant - Commanders (E) MUNROE-MILLAR and DIXON. Sea
Transport orgaﬁisa{ion and the embarkation” of refugees was in the hands

: of Lieutenant Commander C. D. MURRAY and Lieutenant SIMS, Lieutenant

Commander MURRAY also acting as Pilot for the Merchant ships entering
and leaving the Port. Commander NEEDHAM and Lieuteaant Commander
MUNROE-MILLAR successfuly took charge of the salvage of H.M.LS.
“ST. ANTHONY"" after she had run on the rocks and was badly holed.

The enemy having air-supremacy at this time, Akyab and the ships
in the harbour were subjected to constant attacks by Japanese aircraft.
In the first big dir-raid the Burma R.N.V.R. lost a fine officer and experienced
seaman in Lieutenant Commander A.E. HUGHES and in a subsequent raid
H.M.LS, “INDUS” was sunk by bombing, fortunately without a casualty.
The Japs would send their fighter escort down tg “shoot-up” the ships and
small craft in the harbour while the Bombers carried out their attack, but
remarkably litle damage was done by these attacks and H.M.L.S. “SELAMA"
was the only ship to be seriously hit. Though frequently the target for
enemy bombers, neither the “HEINRICH JESSEN" nor the M.L's
suffered any damage.

The Japs gradually closed-in on Akyab by moving through thick jungle
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in small parties and the M.L's were sent up the creeks to find out where the
enemy had gotto and to do their best to slow up their advance. Sometimes
they took troops on board and landed them up the creeks to patrol in search
of the enemy, This was unpleasant work as these creeks were in places too
narrow in which to manoeuvre.  The banks were lined by thick jungle which
gave complete cover for enemy mortar and machine-gun posts which could
open fire on ai.)y craft using the creeks, and remain unseen. M.L. 1102 with
Lieutenant BERRY in command was caught in this way while carrying a
platoon of Rajputs. Sub. Lieutenant WRIGHT was killed and Lieutenant (E)
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DESANGES wounded by machine-gun fire from a post hidden in the iur}gle.
The M.L. though full of holes, suffered no serious damage. ‘

It was finally decided that Akyab could no longer be held. There was
only one [n.dian Infantry Battalion to defend the place and the enemy were
now approaching in strength.

- Guns, equipment and troops were embarked inthe “HEINRICH
JESSEN" and H.M.LS. “HAIDERI”. Small craft were collected together
and those which were incapable of being sailed to Chittagong were destroyed.
Demolition charges were fired under the Jetties and anything which might be
useful to the Japs was demolished. The day all this was going on, attacks by
enemy aircraft were almost continuous but by great good luck none- of the
ships was hit.

The small ships and various river and harbour craft sailed with the
Burma M.L’s during the night of May 3rd. 1942, for Chittagong and the
“"HEINRICH JESSEN" with the Commodore and Staff on board proceeded
to Calcutta.

In his official report on these operations the Commodore, Coast-of
Burma, remarking on the personnel of the Burma R.N.V.R. reported that
after months of operating under adverse weather conditions, frequently
subjected to air attack and latterly from machine-gun and mortar fire from the
shore, their morale was unimpaired at the end, and that he was glad to have

been associated with them.

.

INDLA:

When the Burma R.INL.V.R. arrived in India in May, 1942, it seemed
a posibility that a Japanese invasion of India might be attempted and
preparations were being made to resist such an invasion.

The M. L’s of the Burma R.N.V.R. were ordered to operate patrols
in the Sunderbunds, the area of numberless crecks and rivers in the Delta of
the River Ganges. Their function was to report any indication of the enemy

“infiltrating’’ through' this Delta area. An administrative and training base
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was established at Calcutta with a wireless station for communication with the

M. L's on patrol.

A good deal of re-organisation was now necessary. Except for a small
reserve, and the telegraphists for the shore wireless station, only the number
of men required to man and maintain the ships which had got away fiom
Burma were now with the Force. All the British Officers and the maiorify of
Burman and Anglo-Burman Officers, other than those who were under
training at the time and were left behind on the evacuation of Rangoon, were
still serving; There were therefore too many British Officers in proporllion
to the number of men : the more senior and experienced of these were lent
to the Royal Indian Navy and some were permitted to transfer permanently

to that service, The Commanding Officer hoped that a time might come

" when more ships could be obtained and accordingly recruiting was opened to

young refugees from Burma and preliminary training was started at the
Calcutta Base. y

The Burma R. N. V. R. was placed under the operational orders of
Vice-Admiral Sir. HERBERT FITZHERBERT, commanding the Royal Indian
Navy, but retained its own identity and its own administration under the

Government of Burma.

OPERATIONS ON THE ARAKAN COAST :

Alter the Monsoon of 1942, the Army began planning a counter-attack
to drive the Japs back from the line on which they had established themselves
in Arakan. The M. L's were withdrawn from the Sunderbunds, refitted and
overhauled, and sent off to act in support of the Army on the Arakan Coast,
where they tvere joined by a Flotilla of M. L's of the Royal Indian Navy.
The Burma R. N.V.R. undertook responsibility for the Naval wireless
organisation for the operation and stations were established at Chittagong and
at Teknaff oh the Naaf nver for communication with Burma R.N.V.R.
Headquarters at Calcutta and with ships operating on the Arakan Coast.
The duty of ‘the simnall Coastal Force was to be of as much “nuisance value”

as possible to the enemy on the coast and to keep them occupied there.
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It was also their job to prevent enemy supply craft from using the rivers
and creeks which provided the principal means of transport in Arakan.

Maungdaw on the Naaf river, the middle of which marks the border
between India and Burma, was recaptured and then Buthidaung at the head
of the Mayu river. The Army had, therefore, established two bases from

which to advance down the Mayu Peninsula and this, the first British offensive

" against the Japs, was so far successful.

Although the enemy still held one bank of the Naaf, they were now

denied the use of the river. They were still, however, free to use the Mayu
river by which to supply their forward troops from their main base at Akyab.
Much has been written—and learnt—about jungle warfare. Whatever other
conclusions may have been arrived at, there is no doubt that at this time the
supply problem was of paramount importance and difficulty in the Arakan
Jungle, bath for the enemy and for ourselves. The side which had the best

supply line had an immense advantage and it was essential that every effort -
should be made tw hamper the enemy’s waterborne lines of communica-

tion,

As our froops advanced, their supply difficulties increased, but for the
enemy, whose supply lines were shortened, this was reversed. [t was
decided, therefore, that two Burma M. L's should make an attempt to
force the entrance of the Mayu River, although it was narrow and both
sides held by the enemy. :

M. L. 1100 (Lieutenant Commander CAMPBELL) and M. L. 110l
(Lieutenant COLE) made the passage at night, negotiating the numerous
sandbanks with no accurate charts. They passed safely through, within a
hundred yards of enemy positions, and reached Buthidaung without incident..

For four months these boats operated at night behind the Japanese lines,
attacking everything they could find moving on the river. They lay up during
the day, camouflaged with leaves and branches and where possible, under
overhanging trees, Royal Air Force of 224 Group kept the river clear of
enemy craft during the daylight hours. Later on, M. L's 1100 and 1.|0] were
joined by some Landing Craft from the Royal Navy. These craft were much
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more suitable for this kind of work than the M. L's, being less easily seen and
better armed, and it did not malter if they ran aground : their crews simply
jumped over the side and easily shoved them off again. They did some
magnificent work under very trying conditions.

The counter-offensive failed. The Japs advanc.ed again and re-captured

thelr former ‘positions. As they advanced, the enemy placed guns and

mortars in positions where they could effectively deny the passage of the Mayu
River to any of our craft. The two M. L's were, therefore, hemmed in.
Until the fall of Buthidaung. they could still make themselves useful and even
when the town was abandoned, they were of great assistance to the Army in
evacuating troops, guns and stores. Having had considerable experience of
this sort of work since the Japs first invaded Burma and captured Victoria
Point, they were by now quite expert at it.

M. L's 1100 and 110! got up to Taurtg Bazar which remained in our
hands. The boats were now in poor condition. They had been shot up by
aircraft, their engines had been consistently over-run and there were no
facilities for adequate maintenance or repairs. Officers and men were deeply
disappointed at the failure to recapture at least part of their country and the
majority were suffering from malaria or dysentery or both.

The Monsoon had broken and supplies had to be carried on foot or by
mules over the mountain range which runs down between the Naaf and Mayu
Rivers and it became clear that the M. L's would be quite unserviceable by
the end of the Monsoon. It was, therefore, decided that they should be
demolished and replaced by two of the Fairmile M. L's building for the Royal
Indian Navy. As these were larger and better ships, they made up for the
disappointment of having to destroy the old ones. :

All movable guns and stores had to be carried over the mountain pass,
up and down river beds which were roaring torrents. Lieutenant  KIN
MAUNG BO, who was in charge of the work, could sometimes obtain mules
from the Army but even they had difficulty in keeping on their feet.
Torrential tropical rain was practically continuous.

The other M. L’s alter operating on the coast with Royal Indian Navy
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Coastal Forces returned to Caleutta for refit and repairs which were badly

needed.

RGO BASE

Owing to the high incidence of malaria and the impossibility of doing
any deep-sea training from Calcutta during the Monsoon, a base in Southern
India was chosen and the Headquarters of the Burma R.NLV.R. were moved

to Mandapam in August, 1943.
This was a healthy place where training could be carried out all the

year round. Officers and men  gradually regained their health in readiness

for the next attempt to recapture the Arakan Coast after the Monsoon season
of 1943. The remaining three M. L's were condemned as unseaworthy and
were tra}msferred to the R.LN, for harbour duties and more Fairmiles were
allotted 1o the Burma R.N.V.R. from those building in India,
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While these new boats were still under construction, a number of
Officers and Men were attached to Combined Operations to man a Flotilla
of Landing Craft for the next post-monsoon assault on the Arakan
Coast. _

The second offensive in Arakan also failed, the only gain being the

capture of Maungdaw. This, however, gave us the free use of the Naaf

""River as a base: from which Coastal Forces could operate. The Burma

R.NL.V.R. was transferred to the operational control of the Commander-in-
Chief, Eastern Fleet (Admiral Sir James SOMERVILLE), and on the
completion of the Fairmiles which were under construction, they would have
a full Flotilla operating as an integral part of the Eastern Fleet's Coastal Forces,
In the meantime, the two Fairmiles (M. L's 436 and 437) which were towed
to India from Rangoon had been commissioned and the landing craft crews
were withdrawn to man the new M.L's 391, 414,415 and 418. -

The Base at Mandapam having been established, it was possible to carry
out intensive training ‘with the new boats during the Monsoon of 1944, The
working and maintenance of new types of guns, engines and wireless sets had
to be learnt and Officers and men had to become accustomed to the
new M. L's,

During this working-up period, some of the M.L's went to Ceylon, where
they were attached to big ships of the Eastern Fleet. This was the first time

that the Burma R.NLV.R. had been with the Fleet and it was a most valuable

experience.  The men got on very well with the ratings of the Royal Navy
and Officers and Men were able to get first-hand experience of how the
Royal Navy worked. :

LIBERATION OF ARAKAN :

At last, in January, 1945, a successful assault was made on the Arakan
coast. Akyab, Ramree and Cheduba Islands were re-captured. The M. L.
Flotilla formed part of the Arakan Coastal Forces and operated in con-
junction with Royal Naval, South African and Indian Flotillas under the
command of Commander R. R. W. ASHBY, D. S. C., R. N. V. R., to whom
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the local knowledge and previous experience of the Burma R. N. V. R. were
most valuable.

The Flotilla was still commanded by Lieutenant Commander
CAMPBELL. D.S.C., who now had the satisfaction of leading the Burma
M. L. Fletilla back into Akyab, nearly three years after he had been
obliged to lead it out. All the Officers were thoroughly familiar with this
coast and had experience of the peculiar problems of “Creek Warfare”
in Arakan. With the other Flotillas of the Arakan Coastal Forces, they
took part in the landings, in the atiacks on Japanese Supply Vessels and
in night operations in the creeks and rivers to prevent the retreating enemy
from reaching the mainland.

Before the actual landings took place on the Arakan Coast a lot of
preliminary work had to be done and from October 1944 onwards the M. L's
were kept busy on a variety of jobs. They tarried parties down the coasts to
reconnoitre the beaches, intercepted Japanese Supply Craft in the Creeks and
_ Rivers, and, by bombarding enemy positions on the coast, were of considerable
‘nuisance value.” One of the objects was to keep the maximum number of
enemy troops occupied on the sea flank of 15th. Indian Corps. All these
operations were carried out at night by the Arakan Coastal Forces Flotillas.

One pleasant feature at this time was the friendship struck up between
the South African and the Burma Flotillas. .

After the re-capture of Akyab on January 3rd 1945, the M. L's were
engaged in operations designed to discover, by drawing their fire, whether
the Japs were attempting to bring in reinforcements and to obtain domination
of the inland water supply routes. Successful amacks were made and
enemy supply craft destroyed -notably in the Myebon River and Dainbon
Chaung. The enemy craft being more heavily armed and armoured than
the M.L's, the experience and training of the Burma R. N. V. R. in this sort
of warfare stood them in good stead.  As the boat that got the first shot in
was usually the one to win the battle, the Burma M. L's invariably opened
fire before the enemy, who, on some occasions, were blown up before
they had time'to fire a shot.
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The M. U's took part in the landings at Kyaukpyu and Cheduba lsland, .

after which they were engaged in intercepting the Japanese, who were now
attempting 10 escape to the mainland from Ramree lsland. They succeeded
in destroying a number of craft, carrying what remained of enemy troops
on the island.

These operations were, of course, all carried out at night, and alter
nearly five months of this sort of work, the crews needed rest and the M. L's
repairs. | hey had been in Creeks not normally considered to be navigable,
had been on and off mud-banks and hit by enemy gun-fire.  The M. L’s
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were thereflore withdrawn to India for refit in preparation for the assault on

Rangoon,

RETUIS O o mEO0N
The naihe “Rangoon’ is the English corruption of the Burmese

“Yangon” which means “The End of Suife”.  So it was for the

Burma R.N.VIR.
Owing to the inagnificent and rapid advance of the Fourteenth Army,

the re-occupation of Rangoon was unopposed.
The advanced Headquarters Stalf with the Commanding Officer,
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Burma R.IMN.V.R., which had sailed in s.s. “SONTAY" from Madras, met the
M. L’s on May [0th, 1945, at the mouth of the Rangoon River, where they had
arrived from the Arakan Coast. The M. L's were in charge of our old friend
“HEINRICH JESSEN", now H.M.LS. “BARRACUDA™ and Depot Ship of
Eastern Fleet Coastal Forces. With a Flotilla of nine Fairmile M, L's, the
Burma R.N.V.R. were home again.

Fas S i@ exidb s N BN s

Stife was not entirely ended.  Mopping-up operations in the Delta arca
between Rangoon and Bassein continued to be carried out by the Coastal
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Forces to prevent the Japanese from escaping to the sea and detached bodies
of the enemy from joining up together. Several successful actions ook place
during these hunting operations which were interspersed with parties of
welcome from the people of the Delta villages. Some of these villages were
the homes'of men of the Burma R. N, V. R. and it was certainly a - “happy
return’ after three years.

lt was now the duty of the Burma R. N. V. R. to expand the Force in
order to release Royal Naval personnel for service elsewhere.  Recruiting and
intensive training were started.  Signalmen and Witeless Operators, Diesel

Engine Drivers for Harbour Craft, Engine Room Ratings for maintenance of
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M. L's were produced to take over the duties performed by men of the
Royal Navy.

In a few months the Burma R. N. V. R. increased its number to exactly
five times that which it had on its return to Rangoon.
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'« ™. they could now be regarded as specialists in the particular job for which they, -

were tequired:
Ancther Fairmile M. L. Flotilla was taken over by the Burma R. N, V. R,

in May 1942 scemecl to be growing up !
In Ociober, 1945, the commanding Officer of the Burma R N. V. R

_ ‘l-l .rhi;leen H. D. M. L’s previously manned by the Royal Mavy. This
o ‘77* o the Burma R. N. V. R. a total of thitty ships. The child that left Burma_

was once again appointed Naval Officer-in-Charge, Rangoon and by -+
Decmnbet Ist. the ROyaI Navy had been withdrawn and the Burma R. N ViBe
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